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\| came to pass, that the children 
eis of Israel asked the Lorp, saying, 
XG i) Who shall go up for us against 

‘P| the Canaanites first, to fight 
against them? 

U} 2. And the Lorp said, Judah 
shall go up: behold, I have delivered the land into 
his hand. 

3. And Judah said unto Simeon his brother, 
Come up with me into my lot, that we may fight 
against the Canaanites; and I likewise will go 
with thee into thy lot. So Simeon went with 
him. 

4. And Judah went up; and the Lorp 
delivered the Canaanites and the Perizzites into 
their hand: and they slew of them in Bezek ten 
thousand men. 

5. And they found Adoni-bezek in Bezek: 
and they fought against him, and they slew the 
Canaanites and the Perizzites. 

6. But Adoni-bezek fled; and they pursued 
after him, and caught him, and cut off his thumbs 
and his great toes. 

7. And Adoni-bezek said, Threescore and ten 
kings, having their thumbs and their great toes 
cut off, gathered their meat under my table: as I 
have done, so God hath requited me. And they 
brought him to Jerusalem, and there he died. . 

8. Now the children of Judah had fought 
against Jerusalem, and had taken it, and smitten 
it with the edge of the sword, and set the city 
on fire. 

9. § And afterward the children of Judah went 
down to fight against the Canaanites, that dwelt 
in the mountain, and in the south, and in the 
valley. 

10. And Judah went against the Canaanites 
that dwelt in Hebron: now the name of Hebron 
before was Kirjath-arba: and they slew Sheshai, 
and Ahiman, and Talmai. 

11. And from thence he went against the 

(II-1) 























inhabitants of Debir: and the name of Debir 
before was Kirjath-sepher: 

12. And Caleb said, He that smiteth Kirjath- 
sepher, and taketh it, to him will I give Achsah 
my daughter to wife. 

13. And Othniel the son of Kenaz, Caleb’s 
younger brother, took it: and he gave him 
Achsah his daughter to wife. 

14. And it came to pass, when she came to 
him, that she moved him to ask of her father a 
field: and she lighted from off her ass; and Caleb 
said unto her, What wilt thou? 

15. And she said unto him, Give me a bless- 
ing: for thou hast given me a south land; give me 
also springs of water. And Caleb gave her the 
upper springs and the nether springs. 

16. § And the children of the Kenite, Moses’ 
father in law, went up out of the city of palm 
trees with the children of Judah into the wil- 
derness of Judah, which lieth in the south of 
Arad; and they went and dwelt among the 
people. 

17. And Judah went with Simeon his brother, 
and they slew the Canaanites that inhabited 
Zephath, and utterly destroyed it. And the 
name of the city was called Hormah. 

18. Also Judah took Gaza with the coast 
thereof, and Askelon with the coast thereof, and 
Ekron with the coast thereof. 

19. And the Lorp was with Judah; and he 
drave out the inhabitants of the mountain; but 
could not drive out the inhabitants of the valley, 
because they had chariots of iron. 

20. And they gave Hebron unto Caleb, as 
Moses said: and he expelled thence the three sons 
of Anak. 

21. And the children of Benjamin did not 
drive out the Jebusites that inhabited Jerusa- 
lem; but the Jebusites dwell with the children of 
Benjamin in Jerusalem unto this day. 

22. § And the house of Joseph, they also went 
up against Beth-el: and the Lorp was with them. 
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THE MUTILATION OF ADONI-BEZEK. Judges i. 6. 


“But Adoni-bezek fled; and they pursued after him, and 
caught him, and cut off his thumbs and his great toes.” 


23. And the house of Joseph sent to descry 
Beth-el. Now the name of the city before 
was Luz. 

24. And the spies saw a man come forth out 
of the city, and they said unto him, Shew us, we 
pray thee, the entrance into the city, and we 
will shew thee mercy. 

25. And when he shewed them the entrance 
into the city, they smote the city with the edge 
of the sword; but they let go the man and all 
his family. 

26. And the man went into the land of the 
Hittites, and built a city, and called the name 
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thereof Luz: which zs the name thereof 
unto this day, 

27. § Neither did Manasseh drive 
out the inhabitants of Beth-shean and 
her towns, nor Taanach and her towns, 
nor the inhabitants of Dor and her 
towns, nor the inhabitants of Ibleam 
and her towns, nor the inhabitants of 
Megiddo and her towns: but the 
Canaanites would dwell in that land. 

28. And it came to pass, when 
Israel was strong, that they put the 
Canaanites to tribute, and did not 
utterly drive them out. 

29. § Neither did Ephraim drive 
out the Canaanites that dwelt in Gezer; 
but the Canaanites dwelt in Gezer 
among them. 

30. § Neither did Zebulun drive 
out the inhabitants of Kitron, nor 
the inhabitants of Nahalol; but the 
Canaanites dwelt among them, and 
became tributaries. 

31. § Neither did Asher drive out 
the inhabitants of Accho, nor the 
inhabitants of Zidon, nor of Ahlab, 
nor of Achzib, nor of Helbah, nor of 
Aphik, nor of Rehob: 

32. But the Asherites dwelt among 
the Canaanites, the inhabitants of the 
land: for they did not drive them out. 

33. § Neither did Naphtali drive 
out the inhabitants of Beth-shemesh, 
nor the inhabitants of Beth-anath; but 
he dwelt among the Canaanites, the 
inhabitants of the land: nevertheless, 
the inhabitants of Beth-shemesh and 
of Beth-anath became tributaries unto 
them. 

34. And the Amorites forced the 
children of Dan into the mountain: 
for they would not suffer them to come 
down to the valley: 

35. But the Amorites would dwell 
in mount Heres in Aijalon, and in Shaalbim: 
yet the hand of the house of Joseph prevailed, 
so that they became tributaries. 

36. And the coast of the Amorites was from 
the going up to Akrabbim, from the rock, and 
upward. 





CHAPTER II 


1. And an Angel of the Lorp came up from 
Gilgal to Bochim, and said, I made you to go up 
out of Egypt, and have brought you unto the 


land which I sware unto your fathers; and I said, 


I will never break my covenant with you. 
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THE FEAST OF ADONI-BEZEK. Judges i. 7. 


“And Adoni-bezek said, Threescore and ten kings, having their thumbs and their great toes cut off, gathered their meat 


under my table: as I have done, so God hath requited me. 


2. And ye shall make no league with the 
inhabitants of this land; ye shall throw down 
their altars: but ye have not obeyed my voice; 
why have ye done this? 

3. Wherefore I also said, I will not drive them 
out from before you; but they shall be as thorns 
in your sides, and their gods shall be a snare 
unto you. 

4. And it came to pass, when the Angel of the 
Lorp spake these words unto all the children of 
Israel, that the people lifted up their voice, and 
wept. 

5. And they called the name of that place 
Bochim: and they sacrificed there unto the Lorp. 

6. § And when Joshua had let the people go, 
the children of Israel went every man unto his 
inheritance to possess the land. 

7. And the people served the Lorp all the 
days of Joshua, and all the days of the elders 
that outlived Joshua, who had seen all the great 
works of the Lorn, that he did for Israel. 

8. And Joshua the son of Nun, the servant 
of the Lorp, died, being a hundred and ten 
years old. 

9. And they buried him in the border of his 
inheritance in Timnathheres, in the mount of 
Ephraim, on the north side of the hill Gaash. 

10. And also all that generation were gathered 
unto their fathers: and there arose another gener- 

(I1-1*) 


And they brought him to Jerusalem, and there he died.” 


ation after them, which knew not the Lorp, nor 
yet the works which he had done for Israel. 

11. § And the children of Israel did evil in the 
sight of the Lorp, and served Baalim: 

12. And they forsook the Lorp God of their 
fathers, which brought them out of the land of 
Egypt, and followed other gods, of the gods of the 
people that were round about them, and bowed 
themselves unto them, and provoked the Lorp 
to anger. 

13. And they forsook the Lorp, and served 
Baal and Ashtaroth. 

14. § And the anger of the Lorp was hot 
against Israel, and he delivered them into the 
hands of spoilers that spoiled them, and he sold 
them into the hands of their enemies round about, 
so that they could not any longer stand before 
their enemies. 

15. Whithersoever they went out, the hand 
of the Lorp was against them for evil, as the 
Lorp had said, and as the Lorp had sworn unto 
them: and they were greatly distressed. 

16. {| Nevertheless the Lorp raised up judges, 
which delivered them out of the hand of those 
that spoiled them. 

17. And yet they would not hearken unto 
their judges, but they went a whoring after other 
gods, and bowed themselves unto them: they 
turned quickly out of the way which their fathers 
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walked in, obeying the commandments of the 
Lorp; but they did not so. 

18. And when the Lorp raised them up 
judges, then the Lorp was with the judge, and 
delivered them out of the hand of their enemies 
all the days of the judge: for it repented the 
Lorp because of their groanings by reason of 
them that oppressed them and vexed them. 

19. And it came to pass, when the judge was 
dead, that they returned, and corrupted them- 
selves more than their fathers, in following other 
gods to serve them, and to bow down unto them; 
they ceased not from their own doings, nor from 
their stubborn way. 

20. § And the anger of the Lorp was hot 
against Israel; and he said, Because that this 
people hath transgressed my covenant which 
I commanded their fathers, and have not 
hearkened unto my voice; 

21. I also will not henceforth drive out any 
from before them of the nations which Joshua 
left when he died: 

22. That through them I may prove Israel, 
whether they will keep the way of the Lorp 
to walk therein, as their fathers did keep 2, 
or not. 

23. Therefore the Lorp left those nations, 
without driving them out hastily; neither 
delivered he them into the hand of Joshua. 


CHAPTER III 








JOW these are the nations which 
the Lorp left, to prove Israel by 
e them, even as many of Israel as 
6 sy had not known all the wars of 
| Canaan; 

2. Only that the generations 
: of the children of Israel might 
know to teach them war, at the least such as 
before knew nothing thereof; 

3. Namely, five lords of the Philistines, and 
all the Canaanites, and the Sidonians, and the 
Hivites that dwelt in mount Lebanon, from 
mount Baal-hermon unto the entering in of 
Hamaths 

4. And they were to prove Israel by them, 
to know whether they would hearken unto 
the commandments of the Lorp, which he 
commanded their fathers by the hand of Moses. 

5. § And the children of Israel dwelt among 
the Canaanites, Hittites, and Amorites, and 
Perizzites, and Hivites, and Jebusites: 

6. And they took their daughters to be their 
wives, and gave their daughters to their sons, 
and served their gods. 

7. And the children of Israel did evil in the 























—= 





sight of the Lorp, and forgat the Lorp their 
God, and served Baalim and the groves. 

8. 4 Therefore the anger of the Lorp was 
hot against Israel, and he sold them into 
the hand of Chushan-rishathaim king of Meso- 
potamia: and the children of Israel served 
Chushan-rishathaim eight years. 

9. And when the children of Israel cried 
unto the Lorp, the Lorp raised up a deliverer 
to the children of Israel, who delivered them, 
even Othniel the son of Kenaz, Caleb’s younger 
brother. 

10. And the Spirit of the Lorp came upon 
him, and he judged Israel, and went out to war: 
and the Lorp delivered Chushan-rishathaim 
king of Mesopotamia into his hand; and his hand 
prevailed against Chushan-rishathaim. 

11. And the land had rest forty years: 
and Othniel the son of Kenaz died. 

12. § And the children of Israel did evil again 
in the sight of the Lorp: and the Lorp strength- 
ened Eglon the king of Moab against Israel, 
because they had done evil in the sight of the 
Lorp. 

13. And he gathered unto him the children 
of Ammon and Amalek, and went and smote 
Israel, and possessed the city of palm trees. 

14. So the children of Israel served Eglon 
the king of Moab eighteen years. 

15. But when the children of Israel cried 
unto the Lorp, the Lorp raised them up a 
deliverer, Ehud the son of Gera, a Benjamite, a 
man left-handed: and by him the children of 
Israel sent a present unto Eglon the king of Moab. 

16. But Ehud made him a dagger which 
had two edges, of a cubit length; and he did 
gird it under his raiment upon his right thigh. 

17. And he brought the present unto Eglon 
king of Moab: and Eglon was a very fat man. 

18. And when he had made an end to offer 
the present, he sent away the people that bare 
the present. 

19. But he himself turned again from the 
quarries that were by Gilgal, and said, I have a 
secret errand unto thee, O king: who said, Keep 
silence. And all that stood by him went out 
from him. 

20. And Ehud came unto him; and he was 


sitting in a summer parlour, which he had for 


himself alone: and Ehud said, I have a message 
from God unto thee. And he arose out of his 
seat. 

21. And Ehud put forth his left hand, and 
took the dagger from his right thigh, and thrust 
it into his belly: 

22. And the haft also went in after the blade; 
and the fat closed upon the blade, so that he 
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could not draw the dagger out of his 
belly; and the dirt came out. 

23. Then Ehud went forth through 
the porch, and shut the doors of the 
parlour upon him, and locked them. 

24. When he was gone out, his sery- 
ants came; and when they saw that, 
behold, the doors of the parlour were 
locked, they said, Surely he covereth 
his feet in his summer chamber. 

25. And they tarried till they were 
ashamed: and, behold, he opened not 
the doors of the parlour; therefore 
they took a key, and opened them: 
and, behold, their lord was fallen 
down dead on the earth. 

26. And Ehud escaped while they 
tarried, and passed beyond _ the 
quarries, and escaped unto Seirath. 

27. And it came to pass, when he 
was come, that he blew a trumpet in 
the mountein of Ephraim, and the 
children of Israel went down with him 
from the mount, and he before them. 

28. And he said unto them, Follow 
after me: for the Lorn hath delivered 
your enemies the Moabites into your 
hand. And they went down after 
him, and took the fords of Jordan 
toward Moab, and suffered not a man 
to pass over. 

29. And they slew of Moab at 
that time about ten thousand men, 
all lusty, and all men of valour; and 
there escaped not a man. 

30. So Moab was subdued that 
day under the hand of Israel. And 
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“And an Angel of the Lorp came up from Gilgal to Bochim, 
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the land had rest four score Bh Seas and said, I made you to go up out of Egypt, and have 
rig ea And after him was Shamgar brought you unto the land which I sware unto your fathers.” 
the son of Anath, which slew of the 
Philistines six hundred men with an oxgoad: 4. § And Deborah, a prophetess, the wife of 
and he also delivered Israel. Lapidoth, she judged Israel at that time. 
5. And she dwelt under the palm tree of 
CHAPTER IV Deborah, between Ramah and Beth-el in mount 


Ephraim: and the children of Israel came up to 
u|IND the children of Israel again her for judgment. 














‘ \ did evil in the sight of the Lorn, 6. And she sent and called Barak the son of 

b | when Ehud was dead. Abinoam out of Kedesh-naphtali, and said unto 

Wi 2. And the Lorp sold them him, Hath not the Lorp God of Israel com- 

into the hand of Jabin king of manded, ela Go and draw toward mount 

Canaan, that reigned in Hazor; Tabor, and take with thee ten thousand men 

Hii | the captain of whose host was of the children of Naphtali and of the children 
Sisera, which dwelt in Harosheth of the Gentiles. of Zebulun? 

3. And the children of Israel cried unto the 7. And I will draw unto thee, to the river 

Lorp: for he had nine hundred chariots of iron; Kishon, Sisera the captain of Jabin’s army, 

and twenty years he mightily oppressed the with his chariots and his multitude; and I will 


children of Israel. deliver him into thine hand. 


310 JUDGES 





8. And Barak said unto her, If thou wilt go 
with me, then I will go: but if thou wilt not go 
with me, then I will not go. 

9. And she said, I will surely go with thee: 
notwithstanding the journey that thou takest 
shall not be for.thine honour; for the Lorp shall 
sell Sisera into the hand of a woman. And 
Deborah arose, and went with Barak to Kedesh. 

10. § And Barak called Zebulun and Naph- 
tali to Kedesh; and he went up with ten thousand 
men at his feet: and Deborah went up with him. 

11. Now Heber the Kenite, which was of the 
children of Hobab the father in law of Moses, 
had severed himself from the Kenites, and 
pitched his tent unto the plain of Zaanaim, which 
vs by Kedesh. 

12. And they shewed Sisera that Barak the 
son of Abinoam was gone up to mount ‘Tabor. 

13. And Sisera gathered together all his 
chariots, even nine hundred chariots of iron, and 
all the people that were with him, from Haro- 
sheth of the Gentiles unto the river of Kishon. 

14. And Deborah said unto Barak, Up; for this 
is the day in which the Lorp hath delivered 
Sisera into thine hand: is not the Lorp gone out 
before thee? So Barak went down from mount 
Tabor, and ten thousand men after him. 

15. And the Lorp discomfited Sisera, and 
all his chariots, and all his host, with the edge 
of the sword before Barak; so that Sisera lighted 
down off his chariot, and fled away on his feet. 

16. But Barak pursued after the chariots, 
and after the host, unto Harosheth of the 
Gentiles: and all the host of Sisera fell upon the 
edge of the sword; and there was not a man left. 

17. Howbeit Sisera fled away on his feet to 
the tent of Jael the wife of Heber the Kenite: 
for there was peace between Jabin the king of 
Hazor and the house of Heber the Kenite. 

18. § And Jael went out to meet Sisera, and 
said unto him, Turn in, my lord, turn in to me; 
fear not. And when he had turned in unto 
her into the tent, she covered him with a mantle. 

19. And he said unto her, Give me, I pray 
thee, a little water to drink; for I am thirsty. 
And she-opened a bottle of milk, and gave him 
drink, and covered him. 

20. Again he said unto her, Stand in the door 
of the tent, and it shall be, when any man doth 
come and inquire of thee, and say, Is there any 
man here? that thou shalt say, No. 

21. ‘Then Jael Heber’s wife took a nail of the 
tent, and took a hammer in her hand, and went 
softly unto him, and smote the nail into his 
temples, and fastened it into the ground: for 
he was fast asleep and weary. So he died. 

22. And, behold, as Barak pursued Sisera, Jael 


came out to meet him, and said unto him, Come, 
and I will shew thee the man whom thou seekest. 
And when he came into her tent, behold, Sisera 
lay dead, and the nail was in his temples. 

23. So God subdued on that day Jabin the 
king of Canaan before the children of Israel. 

24. And the hand of the children of Israel 
prospered, and prevailed against Jabin the king 
of Canaan, until they had destroyed Jabin 
king of Canaan. 


CHAPTER V 








JHEN sang Deborah and Barak 
the son of Abinoam on that day, 
saying, 

Mi 2. Praise ye the Lorp for 
ithe avenging of Israel, when 
the people willingly offered 
themselves. 

3. Hear, O ye kings; give ear, O ye princes; 
I, even I, will sing unto the Lord; I will sing 
praise to the Lorp God of Israel. 

4. Lorp, when thou wentest out of Seir, 
when thou marchedst out of the field of Edom, 
the earth trembled, and the heavens dropped, 
the clouds also dropped water. 

5. ‘The mountains melted from before the 
Lorp, even that Sinai from before the Lorp 
God of Israel. 

6. In the days of Shamgar the son of Anath, 
in the days of Jael, the highways were unoc- 
cupied, and the travellers walked through byways. 

7. The imhalitants of the villages ceased, 
they ceased in Israel, until that I Deborah 
arose, that I arose a mother in Israel. 

8. ‘They chose new gods; then was war in the 
gates: was there a shield or spear seen among 
forty thousand in Israel? 

9. My heart is toward the governors of Israel, 
that offered themselves willingly among the 
people. Bless ye the Lorp. 

10. Speak, ye that ride on white asses, ye 
that sit in judgment, and walk by the way. 

11. They that are delivered from the noise of 
archers in the places of drawing water, there shall 
they rehearse the righteous acts of the Lorn, 
even the righteous acts toward the inhabitants 
of his villages in Israel: then shall the people of 
the Lorp go down to the gates. 

12. Awake, awake, Deborah: awake, awake, 
utter a song: arise, Barak, and lead thy captivity 
captive, thou son of Abinoam. 

13. Then he made him that remaineth have 
dominion over the nobles among the people: the 
Lorp made me have dominion over the mighty. 

14. Out of Ephraim was there a root of them 











JUDGES | 311 





against Amalek; 
after thee, Ben- 
jamin, among 
thy people; out 
of Machir came 
down governors, 
and out of Zebu- 
lun they that han- 
dle the pen of the 
writer. 

15. And the 
princes of Issachar 
were with Deborah; 
even Issachar, and 
also Barak: he 
was sent on foot 
into the valley. 
For the divisions 
of Reuben there 
were great thoughts 
of heart. 

16. Why abodest 
thou among the 
sheepfolds, to hear 
the bleatings of 
the flocks? For 
the divisions of 
Reuben there were 
great searchings 
of heart. 

17. Gilead abode 
beyond Jordan: 
and why did Dan 
remain in ships? 
Asher continued 
on the sea shore, 
and abode in his 
breaches. 

18. Zebulun and 
Naphtali were a 
people that jeop- 
arded_ their lives 
unto the death in 
the high places of 
the field. 

19. The kings 
came and fought; 
then fought the 
kings of Canaan 
in Taanach by the 
waters of Megiddo; they took no gain of money. 

20. They fought from heaven; the stars in 
their courses fought against Sisera. 

21. The river of Kishon swept them away, 
that ancient river, the river Kishon. O my 
soul, thou hast trodden down strength. 

22. Then were the horsehoofs broken by 
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the means of the 
prancings, the 
prancings of their 
mighty ones. 

23. Curse ye Me- 
roz, said the angel 
of the Lorp, curse 
ye bitterly the in- 
habitants thereof; 
because they came 
not to the help of 
the Lorp, to the 
help of the Lorp 
against the mighty. 

24. Blessed above 
women shall Jael 
the wife of Heber 
the Kenite be; 
blessed shall she 
be above women in 
the tent. 

25. He asked 
water, and she gave 
him milk; she 
brought forth but- 
ter in a lordly dish. 

26. She put her 
hand to the nail, 
and her right hand 
to the workmen’s 
hammer; and with 
the hammer she 
smote Sisera, she 
smote off his 
head, when she 
had _ pierced and 
stricken through 
his temples. 

27. At her feet 
he bowed, he fell, 
he lay down: at 
her feet he bowed, 
he fell: where he 
bowed, there he 
fell down dead. 

28. ‘The mother 
of Sisera looked 
out at a window, 
and cried through 
the lattice, Why is 
his chariot so long in coming? why tarry the 
wheels of his chariots? 

29. Her wise ladies answered her, yea, she 
returned answer to herself, 

30. Have they not sped? have they not divided 
the prey; to every man a damsel or two; to 
Sisera a prey of divers colours, a prey of divers 
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raised up a deliverer to the children of Israel, who delivered them, 
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EGLON SLAIN BY EHUD. Judges iii. 21. 
And Ehud put forth his left hand, and took the dagger 


from his right thigh, and thrust it into his belly.” — 


colours of needlework, of divers colours of needle- 
work on both sides, meet for the necks of them 
that take the spoil? 

31. So let all thine enemies perish, O Lorp: 
but let them that love him be as the sun when he 
goeth forth in his might. And the land had rest 
forty years. 


CHAPTER VI 


1. And the children of Israel did evil in the 
sight of the Lorp: and the Lorp delivered 
them into the hand of Midian seven years. 
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2. And the hand of Midian prevailed 
against Israel: and because of the Mid- 
ianties the children of Israel made them the 
dens which are in the mountains, and caves, 
and strong holds. 

3. And so it was, when Israel had sown, 
that the Midianites came up, and the Amal- 
ekites, and the children of the east, even 
they came up against them; 

4. And they encamped against them, 
and destroyed the increase of the earth, 
till thou come unto Gaza, and left no 
sustenance for Israel, neither sheep, nor 
oX, nor ass. 

5. For they came up with their cattle 
and their tents, and they came as grass- 
hoppers for multitude; for both they and 
their camels were without number: and 
they entered into the land to destroy it. 

6. And Israel was greatly impoverished 
because of the Midianites; and the children 
of Israel cried unto the Lorp. 

7. § And it came to pass, when the chil- 
dren of Israel cried unto the Lorp because 
of the Midianites, 

8. ‘That the Lorp sent a prophet unto 
the children of Israel, which said unto 
them, Thus saith the Lorp God of Israel, 
I brought you up from Egypt, and brought 
you forth out of the house of bondage; 

9. And I delivered you out of the hand 

of the Egyptians, and out of the hand of 
all that oppressed you, and drave them 
out from before you, and gave you their 
land; , 
10. And I said unto you, I am the 
Lorp your God; fear not the gods of the 
Amorites, in whose land ye dwell: but ye 
have not obeyed my voice. 

11. § And there came an angel of the 
Lorp, and sat under an oak which was in 
Ophrah, that pertained unto Joash the Abi- 
ezrite: and his son Gideon threshed wheat by 
the winepress, to hide 7# from the Midianites. 

12. And the angel of the Lorp appeared 
unto him, and said unto him, The Lorp 7s with 
thee, thou mighty man of valour. 

13. And Gideon said unto him, O my 
Lord, if the Lorp be with us, why then is 
all this befallen us? and where be all his 
miracles which our fathers told us of, say- 
ing, Did not the Lorp bring us up from 
Egypt? but now the Lorp hath forsaken 
us, and delivered us into the hands of the 
Midianites. 

14. And the Lorp looked upon him, and said, 
Go in this thy might, and thou shalt save Israel 


neater 
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from the hand of 
the Midianites: 
have not I sent 
thee? 

15. And he 
said unto him, 
Ge. th 9a Leovr.d = 
wherewith shall I 
save Israel? be- 
hold, my family 
is poor in Manas- 
seh, and I am 
the least in my 
father’s house. 

16. And _ the 
Lorp said unto 
him, Surely I will 
be with thee, and 
thou shalt smite 
the Midianites as 

one man. 

Vit Acusdeh e 
said unto him, If 
now I have found 
grace in thy sight, 
then shew me a 
sign that thou 
talkest with me. 

18. Depart not 
hence, Ir» pr a-y 
thee, until I come 
unto thee, and 
bring forth my 
bape and set 7 

efore thee. And 
he said, I will tarry until thou come again. 

19. § And Gideon went in, and made ready 
a kid, and unleavened cakes of an ephah of flour: 
the flesh he put in a basket, and he put the broth 
in a pot, and brought z# out unto him under the 
oak, and presented 7. 

20. And the angel of God said unto him, 
‘Take the flesh and the unleavened cakes, and lay 
them upon this rock, and pour out the broth. 
And he did so. 

21. {| Then the angel of the Lorp put forth 
the end of the staff that was in his hand, and 
touched the flesh and the unleavened cakes; and 
there rose up fire out of the rock, and consumed 
the flesh and the unleavened cakes. ‘Then the 
angel of the Lorp departed out of his sight. 

22. And when Gideon perceived that he was 
an angel of the Lorp, Gideon said, Alas, O 
Lord Gop! for because I have seen an angel of 
the Lorp face to face. 

23. And the Lorp said unto him, Peace be 
unto thee; fear not: thou shalt not die. 

(11-2) 
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“And after him was Shamgar the son of Anath, which slew of the Philis- 
tines six hundred men with an oxgoad; and he also delivered Israel.” 


24. ‘Then Gid- 
eon built an altar 
there unto. the 
Lorp, and ealled 
it Jehovah-sha- 
lom: unto this 
day. it 7 yet in 
Ophrah of the 
Abi-ezrites. 

25.9 4 And — At 
came to pass the 
same night, that 
the Lorp said 
unto him, Take 
thy father’s young 
bullock, even the 
second bullock of 
seven years old, 
and throw down 
the altar of Baal 
that thy father 
hath, and cut 
down the grove 
thia sabia 1 

26. And build 
an altar unto 
the Lorp thy 
God upon the 
top of this rock, 
in the’ ordered 
place, and take 
the second bul- 
lock, and offer a 
burnt sacrifice 
with the wood 
of the grove which thou shalt cut down. 

27. Then Gideon took ten men of his servants, 
and did as the Lorp had said unto him: and so 
it was, because he feared his father’s household, 
and the men of the city, that he could not do 7 
by day, that he did 7 by night. 

28. § And when the men of the city arose 
early in the morning, behold, the altar of Baal 
was cast down, and the grove was cut down that 
was by it, and the second bullock was offered 
upon the altar that was built. 

29. And they said one to another, Who hath 
done this thing? And when they inquired and 
asked, they said, Gideon the son of Joash hath 
done this thing. 

30. Then the men of the city said unto 
Joash, Bring out thy son, that he may die: 
because he hath cast down the altar of Baal, and 
because he hath cut down the grove that was 
by it. 

"31. And Joash said unto all that stood 
against him, Will ye plead for Baalr will ye 
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save him? he that will plead for him, let 
him be put to death whilst a 2s yet morn- 
ing: if he be a god, let him plead for him- 
self, because one hath cast down his altar. 

32. Therefore 
on that day he 
called him Jerub- 
baal, saying, Let 
Baal plead against 
him, because he 
hath thrown down 
his altar. 

33. ¥ Then all 
the Midianites and 
the Amalekites 
and the children 
of the east were 
gathered together, 
and went over, 
and pitched in the 
valley of Jezreel. 

34. But the 
Spirit of the 
Lorp came upon 
Gideon, and he 
blew a trumpet; 
and Abi-ezer was 
gathered after 
him. 

35. And he 
sent messengers 
throughout all 
Manasseh; who 
also was gathered 
after him: and he 
sent messengers 
unto Asher, and 
unto Zebulun, 
and unto Naph- 
tali; and they 
came up to meet 
them. 

36. § And Gid- 
eon said unto God, 
If thou wilt save 


eh 
“ete 
ets 

. *: 





wringed the dew out of the fleece, a bowl full 
of water. 

39. _ And Gideon said unto God, Let not thine 
anger be hot against me, and I will speak but 
“this onee lemme 
am prove, I pray 
thee, but this 
once with the 
fleece; let it now 
be dry only upon 
the fleece, and 
upon all the 
ground let there 
be dew. 

40. And God 
did so that night: 
for it was dry 
upon the fleece 
only, and_ there 
was dew on all 
the ground. 


CHAPTER VII 


1. Then Jerub- 
baal, who 7s Gid- 
eon, and all the 
people that were 
with him, rose up 
early, and pitched 
beside the well 
of Harod: so that 
the host of the 
Midianites were 
on the north side 
of them, by the 
hill of Moreh, in 
the valley. 

2. And the 
Lorp said unto 
Gideon, The peo- 
ple that are with 
thee are too many 
for me to give 
the Midianites 


Israel by mine J. James Tissot. Copyright by de Brunoff, 1904. into their hands, 
hand, as thou hast DEBORAH BENEATH THE PALM TREE. Judges iv. 4. lest Israel vaunt 
said, F themselves against 

37. Behold, I aoe Deborah, prophetess, the wife of me, saying, Mine 
will put a fleece Lapidoth, she judged Israel at that time.” own hand hath 


of wool in the 
floor; and if the dew be on the fleece only, 
and i be dry upon all the earth besides, then 
shall I know that thou wilt save Israel by mine 
hand, as thou hast said. 

38. And it was so: for he rose up early on the 
morrow, and thrust the fleece together, and 


saved me. 

3. Now therefore go to, proclaim in the ears 
of the people, saying, Whosoever is fearful and 
afraid, let him return and depart early from 
mount Gilead. And there returned of the 
people twenty and two thousand; and there 
remained ten thousand. 
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4. And the Lorp said unto Gideon, The 
people are yet too many; bring them down unto 
the water, and I will try them for thee there: 
and it shall be, that of whom I say unto thee, 
This shall go with thee, the same shall go with 
thee; and of whomsoever I say unto thee, This 
shall not go with thee, the same shall not go. 

5. So he brought down the people unto the 
water: and the Lorp said unto Gideon, Every 
one that lappeth of the water with his tongue, 
as a dog lappeth, him shalt thou set by himself; 
likewise every one that boweth down upon his 
knees to drink. 

6. And the number of them that lapped, 
putting their hand to their mouth, were three 
hundred men: but all the rest of the people 
bowed down upon their knees to drink water. 

7. And the Lorp said unto Gideon, By 
the three hundred men that lapped will I save 
you, and deliver the Midianites into thine hand: 
and let all the other people go every man unto 
his place. 

8. So the people took victuals in their hand, 
and their trumpets: and he sent all the rest of 
Israel every man unto his tent, and retained 
those three hundred men: and the host of Midian 
was beneath him in the valley. 

9. § And it came to pass the same night, that 
the Lorp said unto him, Arise, get thee down 
unto the host; for I have delivered it into thine 
hand. 

10. But if thou fear to go down, go thou with 
Phurah thy servant down to the host: 

11. And thou shalt hear what they say; and 
afterward shall thine hands be strengthened to 
go down unto the host. ‘Then went he down 
with Phurah his servant unto the outside of the 
armed men that were in the host. 

12. And the Midianites and the Amalekites and 
all the children of the east lay along in the valley 
like grasshoppers for multitude; and their camels 
were without number, as the sand by the sea side 
for multitude. 

13. And when Gideon was come, behold, 
there was aman that told a dream unto his fellow, 
and said, Behold, I dreamed a dream, and, lo, 
a cake of barley bread tumbled into the host 
of Midian, and came unto a tent, and smote it 
that it fell, and overturned it, that the tent lay 
along. 

14. And his fellow answered and said, This zs 
nothing else save the sword of Gideon the son of 
Joash, a man of Israel: for into his hand hath God 
delivered Midian, and all the host. 

15. § And it was so, when Gideon heard the 
telling of the dream and the interpretation 
thereof, that he worshipped, and returned into 

(II-2*) 


the host of Israel, and said, Arise; for the Lorp 
hath delivered into your hand the host of Midian. 

16. And he divided the three hundred men 
unto three companies, and he put a trumpet in 
every man’s hand, with empty pitchers, and lamps 
within the pitchers. 

17. And he said unto them, Look on me, and 
do likewise: and, behold, when I come to the out- 
side of the camp, it shall be that, as I do, so shall 
ye do. 

18. When I blow with a trumpet, I and all 
that are with me, then blow ye the trumpets 
also on every side of all the camp, and say, The 
sword of the Lorp, and of Gideon. 

19. § So Gideon, and the hundred men that 
were with him, came unto the outside of the 
camp in the beginning of the middle watch; and 
they had but newly set the watch: and they blew 
the trumpets, and brake the pitchers that were 
in their hands. 

20. And the three companies blew the trump- 
ets, and brake the pitchers, and held the lamps 
in their left hands, and the trumpets in their 
right hands to blow withal: and they cried, 
The sword of the Lorn, and of Gideon. 

21. And they stood every man in his place 
round about the camp: and all the host ran, and 
cried, and fled. 

22. And the three hundred blew the trumpets, 
and the Lorp set every man’s sword against his 
fellow, even throughout all the host: and the 
host fled to Beth-shittah in Zererath, and to the 
border of Abel-meholah, unto Tabbath. 

23. And the men of Israel gathered them- 
selves together out of Naphtali, and out of Asher, 
and out of all Manasseh, and pursued after the 
Midianites. 

24. § And Gideon sent messengers through- 
out all mount Ephraim, saying, Come down 
against the Midianites, and take before them the 


waters unto Beth-barah and Jordan. Then all 
the men of Ephraim gathered themselves 


together, and took the waters unto Beth-barah 
and Jordan. 

25. And they took two princes of the Midian- 
ites, Oreb and Zeeb; and they slew Oreb upon the 
rock Oreb, and Zeeb they slew at the winepress 
of Zeeb, and. pursued Midian, and brought the 
heads of Oreb and Zeeb to Gideon on the other 
side Jordan. 


CHAPTER VIII 


1. And the men of Ephraim said unto him, 
Why hast thou served us thus, that thou calledst 
us not, when thou wentest to fight with the Mid- 
ianites? And they did chide with him sharply. 
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JAEL SMOTE SISERA, AND SLEW HIM. Judges iv. 21. 


“Then Jael Heber’s wife took a nail of the tent, and took an hammer in her hand, and went softly unto him, and 


smote the nail into his temples, and fastened it into the ground: for he was fast asleep and weary. 


2. And he said unto them, What have I 
done now in comparison of you? Js not the 
gleaning of the grapes of Ephraim better than 
the vintage of Abi-ezer? 

3. God hath delivered into your hands the 
princes of Midian, Oreb and Zeeb: and what was 
I able to do in comparison of you? ‘Then their 
anger was abated toward him, when he had 
said that. 

4. § And Gideon came to Jordan, and passed 
over, he, and the three hundred men that were 
with him, faint, yet pursuing them. 

5. And he said unto the men of Succoth, 
Give, I pray you, loaves of bread unto the people 
that follow me; for they be faint, and I am pur- 
suing after Zebah and Zalmunna, kings of Midian. 

6. § And the princes of Succoth, said, Are 
the hands of Zebah and Zalmunna. now in 
thine hand, that we should give bread unto 
thine army? 


So he died.” 


7. And Gideon said, Therefore when the 
Lorp hath delivered Zebah and Zalmunna into 
mine hand, then I will tear your flesh with the 
thorns of the wilderness and with briers. 

8. { And he went up thence to Penuel, 
and spake unto them likewise: and the men of 
Penuel answered him as the men of Succoth had 
answered him. 

9. And he spake also unto the men of Penuel, 
saying, When I come again in peace, I will break 
down this tower. 

10. € Now Zebah and Zalmunna were in 
Karkor, and their hosts with them, about fifteen 
thousand men, all that were left of all the hosts 
of the children of the east: for there fell a hundred 
and twenty thousand men that drew sword. 

11. § And Gideon went up by the way of them 
that dwelt in tents.on the east of Nobah and 
Jogbehah, and smote the host: for the host 
was secure. 





12. And when Zebah and Zalmunna fled, he 

ee after them, and took the two kings of 
Tidian, Zebah and Zalmunna, and discomfited 

all the host. 

13. § And Gideon the son of Joash returned 
from battle before the sun was up, 

14. And caught a young man of the men of 
Succoth, and inquired of him: and he described 
unto him the princes of Succoth, and the elders 
thereof, even threescore and seventeen men. 

15. And he came unto the men of Succoth, 
and said, Behold Zebah and Zalmunna, with 
whom ye did upbraid me, saying, Are the hands 
of Zebah and Zalmunna now in thine hand, that 
we should give bread unto thy men that are 
hungry? 

16. And he took the elders of the city, and 
thorns of the wilderness, and briers, and with 
them he taught the men of Succoth. 

17. And he beat down the tower of Penuel, 
and slew the men of the city. 

18. § Then said he unto Zebah and Zalmunna, 
What manner of men were they whom ye slew at 
Tabor? And they answered, As thou art, so 
were they; each one resembled the children of 
a king. 

19. And he said, They were my brethren, 
even the sons of my mother: as the Lorp liveth, 
if ye had saved them alive, I would not slay you. 

20. And he said unto Jether his firstborn, 
Up, and slay them. But the youth drew not 
his sword: for he feared, because he was yet a 
youth. 

21. Then Zebah and Zalmunna said, Rise 
thou, and fall upon us: for as the man vs, so ws 
his strength. And Gideon arose, and slew Zebah 
and Zalmunna, and took away the ornaments 
that were on their camels’ necks. 

22. | ‘Then the men of Israel said unto Gideon, 
Rule thou over us, both thou, and thy son, and 
thy son’s son also: for thou hast delivered us from 
the hand of Midian. 

23. And Gideon said unto them, I will not 
rule over you, neither shall my son rule over you: 
the Lorp shall rule over you. 

24. § And Gideon said unto them, I would 
desire a request of you, that ye would give 
me every man the earrings of his prey. (lor 
they had golden earrings, because they were 
Ishmaelites. ) 

25. And they answered, We will willingly 
give them. And they spread a garment, and did 
cast therein every man the earrings of his prey. 

26. And the weight of the ‘golden earrings 
that he requested was a thousand “and seven hun- 
dred shekels of gold; besides ornaments, and col- 
lars, and purple raiment that was on the kings of 
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Midian, and -besides the chains that were about 
their camels’ necks. 

27. And Gideon made an ephod thereof, and 
put it in his city, even in Ophrah: and all Israel 
went thither a whoring after it: which thing 
became a snare unto Cade ‘on, and to his house. 

28. § Thus was Midian subdued before 
the children of Israel, so that they lifted up 
their heads no more. And the country was in 
quietness forty years in the days of Gideon. 

29. § And Jerubbaal the son of Joash went 
and dwelt in his own house. 

30. And Gideon had threescore and ten sons 
of his body begotten: for he had many wives. 

31. And his concubine that was in Shechem, 
she also bare him a son, whose name he called 
Abimelech. 

32. § And Gideon the son of Joash died in a 
good old age, and was buried in the sepulchre of 
Joash his father, in Ophrah of the Abi-ezrites. 

33. And it came to pass, as soon as Gideon 
was dead, that the children of Israel turned 
again, and went a whoring after Baalim, and 
made Baal-berith their god. 

34. And the children of Israel remembered 
not the Lorp their God, who had delivered 
them out of the hands of all their enemies on 
every side: 

35. Neither shewed they kindness to the 
house of Jerubbaal, namely, Gideon, according 
to all the goodness which he had shewed unto 
Israel. 


CHAPTER IX 











u|ND Abimelech the son of Jerub- 
\}; baal went to Shechem unto his 
j;mother’s brethren, and com- 
\\ji muned with them, and with all 
|| the family of the house of his 
mother’s father, saying, 

| 2. Speak, I pray you, in the 
ears of all the men of Shechem, Whether ts better 
for you, either that all the sons of Jerubbaal, 
which are threescore and ten persons, reign over 
you, or that one reign over you? remember also 
that I am your bone ‘and your flesh. 

3. And his mother’s brethren spake of him 
in the ears of all the men of Shechem all these 
words: and their hearts inclined to follow Abim- 
elech; for they said, He zs our brother. 

4. And they gave him threescore and ten 
preces of silver out of the house of Baal-berith, 
wherewith Abimelech hired vain and_ light 
persons, which followed him. ; 

5. And he went unto his father’s house at 
Ophrah, and slew his brethren the sons of Jerub- 
baal, being threescore and ten persons, upon 
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“And, behold, as Barak pursued Sisera, Jael came out to meet him, and said unto him, Come, and I will shew thee the 


man whom thou seekest. 


one stone: notwithstanding, yet Jotham the 
youngest son of Jerubbaal was left; for he hid 
himself. 

6. And all the men of Shechem gathered 
together, and all the house of Millo, and went 
and made Abimelech king, by the plain of the 
pillar that was in Shechem. 

7. § And when they told 7 to Jotham, he went 
and stood in the top of mount Gerizim, and lifted 
up his voice, and cried, and said unto them, 
Hearken unto me, ye men of Shechem, that God 
may hearken unto you. 

8. The trees went forth on a time to anoint a 
king over them; and they said unto the olive tree, 
Reign thou over us. 

9. But the olive tree said unto them, Should 
I leave my fatness, wherewith by me they honour 
God and man, and go to be promoted over the 
trees? 

10. And the trees said to the fig tree, Come 
thou, and reign over us. 

11. But the fig tree said unto them, Should I 
forsake my sw eetness, and my good fruit, and go 
to be promoted over the trees? 

12. Then said the trees unto the vine, Come 
thou, and reign over us. 


And when he came into her tent, behold, Sisera lay dead, and the nail was in his temples.” 


13. And the vine said unto them, Should I 
leave my wine, which cheereth God and man, and 
go to be promoted over the trees? 

14. Then said all the trees unto the bramble, 
Come thou, and reign over us. 

15. And the bramble said unto the trees, If 
in truth ye anoint me king over you, then come 
and put your trust in my shadow; and if not, let 
fire come out of the bramble, and devour the 
cedars of Lebanon. 

16. Now therefore, if ye have done truly and 
sincerely, in that ye have made Abimelech king, 
and if ye have dealt well with Jerubbaal and his 
house, and have done unto him according to the 
deserving of his hands: 

17. (For my father fought for you, and 
adventured his life far, and delivered you out of 
the hand of Midian: 

18. And ye are risen up against my father’s 
house this day, and have slain his sons, three 
score and ten persons, upon one stone, and have 
made Abimelech, the son of his maidservant, 
king over the men of Shechem, because he is your 
brother:) 

19. If ye then have dealt truly and sincerely 
with Jerubbaal and with his house this day, then 
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‘Then the angel of the Lorp put forth the end of the staff that was in his hand, and touched the flesh and the 
unleavened cakes; and there rose up fire out of the rock, and consumed the flesh and the unleavened cakes.” 


rejoice ye in Abimelech, and let him also rejoice 
in you: 

20. But if not, let fire come out from Abime- 
lech, and devour the men of Shechem, and the 
house of Millo; and let fire come out from the men 
of Shechem, and from the house of Millo, and 
devour Abimelech. 

21. And Jotham ran away, and fled, and 
went to Beer, and dwelt there, for fear of Abime- 
lech his brother. 

22. § When Abimelech had reigned three 
years over Israel, 

23. Then God sent an evil spirit between 
Abimelech and the men of Shechem; and the 
men of Shechem dealt treacherously with 
Abimelech: 

24. ‘That the cruelty done to the threescore 
and ten sons of Jerubbaal might come, and their 


blood be laid upon Abimelech their brother, 
which slew them, and upon the men of Shechem, 
which aided him in the killing of his brethren. 

25. And the men of Shechem set liers in wait 
for him in the top of the mountains, and they 
robbed all that came along that way by them: 
and it was told Abimelech. 

26. And Gaal the son of Ebed came with his 
brethren, and went over to Shechem: and the 
men of Shechem put their confidence in him. 

27. And they went out into the fields, and 
gathered their vineyards, and trode the grapes, 
and made merry, and went into the house of 
their god, and did eat and drink, and cursed 
Abimelech. 

28. And Gaal the son of Ebed said, Who ts 
Abimelech, and who 7s Shechem, that we should 
serve him? zw not he the son of Jerubbaal? 
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and Zebul his officer? serve the men of Hamor 
the father of Shechem: for why should we 
serve him? 

29. And would to God this people were under 
my hand! then would I remove Abimelech. And 
he said to Abimelech, Increase thine army, and 
come out. 

30. § And when Zebul the ruler of the city 
heard the words of Gaal the son of Ebed, his 
anger was kindled. 

31. And he sent messengers unto Abimelech 
privily, saying, Behold, Gaal the son of Ebed and 
his brethren be come to Shechem; and, behold, 
they fortify the city against thee. 

32. Now therefore up by night, thou and the 


people that 7s with thee, and le in wait in the 


field: 

33. And it shall be, that in the morning, as 
soon as the sun is up, thou shalt rise early, and 
set upon the city: and, behold, when he and the 
people that 7s with him come out against thee, 
then mayest thou do to them as thou shalt find 
oceasion. 

34. § And Abimelech rose up, and all the peo- 
ple that were with him, by night, and they laid 
wait against Shechem in four companies. 

35. And Gaal the son of Ebed went out, and 
stood in the entering of the gate of the city: and 
Abimelech rose up, and the people that were with 
him, from lying in wait. 

36. And when Gaal saw the people, he said to 
Zebul, Behold, there come people down from the 
top of the mountains. And Zebul said unto him, 
Thou seest the shadow of the mountains as 7 
they were men. 

37. And Gaal spake again and said, See, there 
come people down by the middle of the land, and 
another company come along by the plain of 
Meonenim. 

38. ‘Then said Zebul unto him, Where zs now 
thy mouth, wherewith thou saidst, Who 7s Abim- 
elech, that we should serve him? ts not this the 
people that thou hast despised? go out, I pray 
now, and fight with them. 

39. And Gaal went out before the men of 
Shechem,.and fought with Abimelech. 

40. And Abimelech chased him, and he fled 
before him, and many were overthrown and 
wounded, even unto the entering of the gate. 

41. And Abimelech dwelt at Arumah: and 
Zebul thrust out Gaal and his brethren, that they 
should not dwell in Shechem. 

42. And it came to pass on the morrow, that 
the people went out into the field; and they told 
Abimelech. 

43. And he took the people, and divided them 
into three companies, and laid wait in the field, 


and looked, and, behold, the people were come 
forth out of the city; and he rose up against them, 
and smote them. 

44. And Abimelech, and the company that 
was with him, rushed forward, and stood in the 
entering of the gate of the city: and the two other 
companies ran upon all the people that were in the 
fields, and slew them 

45. And Abimelech fought against the city 
all that day; and he took the city, and slew the 
people that was therein, and beat down the city, 
and sowed it with salt. 

46. § And when all the men of the tower of 
Shechem heard that, they entered into a hold of 
the house of the god Berith. 

47. And it was told Abimelech, that all the 
men of the tower of Shechem were gathered 
together. 

48. And Abimelech gat him up to mount 
Zalmon, he and all the people that were with him; 
and Abimelech took an axe in his hand, and cut 
down a bough from the trees, and took it, and 
laid vt on his shoulder, and said unto the people 
that were with him, What ye have seen me do, 
make haste, and do as I have done. 

49. And all the people lkewise cut down 
every man his bough, and followed Abimelech, 
and put them to the hold, and set the hold on fire 
upon them; so that all the men of the tower of 
Shechem died also, about a thousand men and 
women. 

50. € Then went Abimelech to Thebez, and 
encamped against Thebez, and took it. 

51. But there was a strong tower within the 
city, and thither fled all the men and women, and 
all they of the city, and shut 7 to them, and gat 
them up to the top of the tower. 

52. And Abimelech came unto the tower, and 
fought against it, and went hard unto the door 
ot the tower to burn it with fire. 

53. And a certain woman cast a piece of a 
millstone upon Abimelech’s head, and all to brake 
his skull. 

54. Then he called hastily unto the young 
man his armourbearer, and said unto him, Draw 
thy sword, and slay me, that men say not of me, 
A woman slew him. And his young man thrust 
him through, and he died. 

55. And when the men of Israel saw that 
Abimelech was dead, they departed every man 
unto his place. 

56. § Thus God rendered the wickedness of 
Abimelech, which he did unto his father, in 
slaying his seventy brethren: 

57. And all the evil of the men of Shechem 
did God render upon their heads: and upon them 
came the curse of Jotham the son of Jerubbaal. 
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GIDEON ASKS FOR BREAD FROM THE MEN OF SUCCOTH. Judges viii. 5. 


“And he said unto the men of Succoth, Give, I pray you, loaves of bread unto the people that 
follow me; for they be faint, and I am pursuing after Zebah and Zalmunna, kings of Midian.” 








rod = 





JUDGES 321 


J. James ‘Tissot, 


d 
\ 
Shas 


Fe idl Sid mn 
7 ae we ee. : 5 | 


How 
a 





Copyright by de Brunoff, 1904. 


GIDEON CHOOSES THE THREE HUNDRED. Judges vii. 6. 


‘And the number of them that lapped, putting their hand to their mouth, were three hundred 
men: but all the rest of the people bowed down upon their knees to drink water.” 


CHAPTER X 














UiND after Abimelech there arose 
\\\|| to defend Israel lola the son of 
\)}) Puah, the son of Dodo, a man of 
i Issachar; and he dwelt in Shamir 
in mount Ephraim. 
2. And he judged Israel 
twenty and three years, and 
died, and was buried in Shamir. 

3. § And after him arose Jair, a Gileadite, 
and judged Israel twenty and two years. 

4. And he had thirty sons that rode on thirty 
ass colts, and they had thirty cities, which are 
called Havoth-jair unto this day, which are in the 

“land of Gilead. 

5. And Jair died, and was buried in Camon. 

6. § And the children of Israel did evil again 
in the sight of the Lorn, and served Baalim, and 
Ashtaroth, and the gods of Syria, and the gods of 
Zidon, and the gods of Moab, and the gods of the 
children of Ammon, and the gods of the Philis- 
tines, and forsook the Lorp, and served not him. 

(1-8) 











7. And the anger of the Lorp was hot against 
Israel, and he sold them into the hands of the 
Philistines, and into the hands of the children of 
Ammon. 

8. And that year they vexed and oppressed 
the children of Israel: eighteen years, all the 
children of Israel that were on the other side 
Jordan in the land of the Amorites, which zs in 
Gilead. 

9. Moreover the children of Ammon passed 
over Jordan to fight also against Judah, and 
against Benjamin, and against the house of 
Ephraim; so that Israel was sore distressed. 

10. § And the children of Israel cried unto 
the Lorp, saying, We have sinned against thee, 
both because we have forsaken our God, and 
also served Baalim. 

11. And the Lorp said unto the children of 
Israel, Did not I deliver you from the Egyp- 
tians, and from the Amorites, from the children 
of Ammon, and from the Philistines? 

12. The Zidonians also, and the Amalek- 
ites, and the Maonites, did oppress you; and 
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ye cried to me, and I delivered you out of their 
hand. 

13. Yet ye have forsaken me, and served 
other gods: wherefore I will deliver you no 
more. — 

14. Go and cry unto the gods which ye have 
chosen; let them deliver you in the time of your 
tribulation. 

15. § And the children of Israel said unto the 
Lorp, We have sinned: do thou unto us whatso- 
ever seemeth good unto thee; deliver us only, we 
pray thee, this day. 

16. And they put away the strange gods from 
among them, and served the Lorn: and his soul 
was grieved for the misery of Israel. 

17. Then the children of Ammon were gath- 
ered together, and encamped in Gilead. And the 
children of Israel assembled themselves together, 
and encamped in Mizpeh. 

18. And the people and princes of Gilead said 
one to another, What man 7s he that will begin to 
fight against the children of Ammon? he shall be 
head over all the inhabitants of Gilead. 


CHAPTER: XI 











OW Jephthah the Gileadite was 
a mighty man of valour, and he 
Mi was the son of a harlot: and 
Ati Gilead begat Jephthah. 
‘Alli 2. And Gilead’s wife bare 
him sons; and his wife’s sons 
grew up and they thrust out 
Jephthah, and said unto him, Thou shalt not 
inherit in our father’s house; for thou art the 
son of a strange woman. 

3. Then Jephthah fled from his brethren, 
and dwelt in the land of Tob: and there were 
gathered vain men to Jephthah, and went out 
with him. 

4. § And it came to pass in process of time, 
that the children of Ammon made war against 
Israel. 

5. And it was so, that when the children of 
Ammon made war against Israel, the elders of 
Gilead went to fetch Jephthah out of the land 
of Tob: 

6. And they said unto Jephthah, Come, and 
be our captain, that we may fight with the 
children of Ammon. 

7.- And Jephthah said unto the elders of 
Gilead, Did not ye hate me, and expel me out 
of my father’s house? and why are ye come unto 
me now when ye are in distress? 

8. And the elders of Gilead said unto Jeph- 
thah, Therefore we turn again to thee now, that 
thou mayest go with us, and fight against the 























children of Ammon, and be our head over all 
the inhabitants of Gilead. 

9. And Jephthah said unto the elders of 
Gilead, If ye bring me home again to fight 
against the children of Ammon, and the Lorp 
deliver them before me, shall I be your head? 

10. And the elders of Gilead said unto 
Jephthah, The Lorp be witness between us, 
if we do not so according to thy words. 

11. Then Jephthah went with the elders of 
Gilead, and the people made him head and cap- 
tain over them: and Jephthah uttered all his 
words before the Lorp in Mizpeh. 

12. § And Jephthah sent messengers unto the 
king of the children of Ammon, saying, What 
hast thou to do with me, that thou art come 
against me to fight in my land? 

13. And the king of the children of Ammon 
answered unto the messengers of Jephthah, 
Because Israel took away my land, when they 
came up out of Egypt, from Arnon even unto 
Jabbok, and unto Jordan: now therefore restore 
those lands again peaceably. 


14. And Jephthah sent messengers again 


unto the king of the children of Ammon: 


15. And said unto him, Thus saith Jephthah, 
Israel took not away the land of Moab, nor the 
land of the children of Ammon: 

16. But when Israel came up from Egypt, 
and walked through the wilderness unto the 
Red sea, and came to Kadesh; 

17. ‘Then Israel sent messengers unto the 
king of Edom, saying, Let me, I pray thee, pass 
through thy land: but the king of Edom would 
not hearken thereto. And in like manner they 
sent unto the king of Moab; but he would not 
consent: and Israel abode in Kadesh. 

18. Then they went along through the 
wilderness, and compassed the land of Edom, 
and the land of Moab, and came by the east 
side of the land of Moab, and pitched on the 
other side of Arnon, but came not within the 
border of Moab: for Arnon was the border of 
Moab. 

19. And Israel sent messengers unto Sihon 
king of the Amorites, the king of Heshbon; and 
Israel said unto him, Let us pass, we pray thee, 
through thy land into my place. 

20. But Sihon trusted not Israel to pass 
through his coast: but Sihon gathered all his 
people together, and pitched in Jahaz, and fought 
against Israel. 

21. And the Lorp God of Israel delivered 
Sihon and all his people into the hand of Israel, 
and they smote them: so Israel possessed all 
the land of the Amorites, the inhabitants of 
that country. 
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ABIMELECH SLAYS HIS SEVENTY BRETHREN. Judges ix. 5. 


“And he went unto his father’s house at Ophrah, and slew his brethren 
the sons of Jerubbaal, being threescore and ten persons, upon one stone.” 


22. And they possessed all the coasts of the 
Amorites, from Arnon even unto Jabbok, and 
from the wilderness even unto Jordan. 

23. So now the Lorp God of Israel hath 
dispossessed the Amorites from before his people 
Israel, and shouldest thou possess it? 

24. Wilt not thou possess that which Che- 
mosh thy god giveth thee to possess? So whom- 
soever the Lorp our God shall drive out from 
before us, them will we possess. 

25. And now art thou any thing better than 
Balak the son of Zippor, king of Moab? did he 
ever strive against Israel, or did he ever fight 
against them, 

26. While Israel dwelt in Heshbon and her 
towns, and in Aroer and her towns, and in all 
the cities that be along by the coasts of Arnon, 
three hundred years? why therefore did ye not 
recover them within that time? 


(II-3*) & 


27. Wherefore I have not sinned against 
thee, but thou doest me wrong to war against 
me: the Lorp the Judge be judge this day 
between the children of Israel and the children 
of Ammon. 

28. Howbeit the king of the children of 
Ammon hearkened not unto the words of 
Jephthah which he sent him. 

29. § Then the Spirit of the Lorp came upon 
Jephthah, and he passed over Gilead, and 
Manasseh, and passed over Mizpeh of Gilead, 
and from Mizpeh of Gilead he passed over unto 
the children of Ammon. 

30. And Jephthah vowed a vow unto the 
Lorp, and said, If thou shalt without fail deliver 
the children of Ammon into mine hands, 

31. Then it shall be, that whatsoever com- 
eth forth of the doors of my house to meet me, 
when I return in peace from the children of 
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Ammon, shall surely be the Lorn’s, and I will 
offer it up for a burnt offering. 
32. § So Jephthah passed over unto the 
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JOTHAM IS SAVED. Judges ix. 5. 


“ Notwithstanding, yet Jotham the youngest 
“san of Jerubbaal was left; for he hid himself.” 


children of Ammon to fight against them; and the 
Lorp delivered them into his hands. 

33. And he smote them from Aroer, even 
till thou come to Minnith, even twenty cities, 
and unto the plain of the vineyards, with 
a very great slaughter. Thus the children of 
Ammon were subdued before the children 
of Israel. 

34. § And Jephthah came to Mizpeh unto his 
house, and, behold, his daughter came out to 


meet him with timbrels and with dances: and 
she was his only child; beside her he had neither 
son nor daughter. 

35. And it came to pass, when he saw her, 
that he rent his clothes, and said, Alas, my 
daughter! thou hast brought me very low, and 
thou art one of them that trouble me: for I 
have opened my mouth unto the Lorn, and I 
cannot go back. 

36. And she said unto him, My father, 7 
thou hast opened thy mouth unto the Lorp, 
do to me according to that which hath proceeded 
out of thy mouth; forasmuch as the Lorp hath 
taken vengeance foe thee of thine enemies, even 
of the children of Ammon. 

37. And she said unto her father, Let this 
thing be done for me: let me alone two months, 
that I may go up and down upon the mountains, 
and bewail my virginity, I and my fellows. 

38. And he said, Go. And he sent her away 
jor two months: and she went with her com- 
panions, and bewailed her virginity upon the 
mountains. 

39. And it came to pass at the end of two 
months, that she returned unto her father, who 
did with her according to his vow which he had 
vowed: and she knew no man. And it was a 
custom in Israel, 

40. That the daughters of Israel went yearly 
to lament the daughter of Jephthah the Gilead- 


ite four days in a year. 


CHAPTER XII 











L|ND the men of Ephraim gathered 
| themselves together, and went 
|| northward, and said unto Jeph- 
a \\y) thah, Wherefore passedst thou 
Y) over to fight against the chil- 

dren of Ammon, and didst not 






burn thine house upon thee with fire. 

2. And Jephthah said unto them, I and my 
people were at great strife with the children of 
Ammon; and when I called you, ye delivered 
He not out of their hands. 

_ And when I saw that ye delivered me not, 
. _ my life in my hands, and passed over 
aga nst the children of Ammon, and the Lorpb 
delivered them into my hand: wherefore then 
are ye come up unto me this day, to fight 
against me? 

4. Then Jephthah gathered together all the 
men of Gilead, and fought with Ephraim: and 
the men of Gilead smote Ephraim, because they 

said, Ye Gileadites are fugitives of Ephraim among 
the Ephraimites, and among the Manassites. 
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5. And the Gileadites took the pas- 
sages of Jordan before the Ephraimites: 
and it was so, that when those Ephraim- 
ites which were escaped said, Let me go 
over, that the men of Gilead said unto 
him, Art thou an Ephraimite? If he 
said, Nay; 

6. ‘Then said they unto him, Say 
now Shibboleth: and he said Sibboleth: 
for he could not frame to pronounce it 
right. ‘Then they took him, and slew 
him at the passages of Jordan: and 
there fell at that time of the Ephraim- 
ites forty and two thousand. 

7. And Jephthah judged Israel six 
years. ‘Then died Jephthah the Gilead- 
ite, and was buried in one of the cities 
of Gilead. 

8. § And after him Ibzan of Beth- 
lehem judged Israel. 

9. And he had thirty sons, and 
thirty daughters, whom he sent abroad, 
and took in thirty daughters from 
abroad for his sons. And he judged 
Israel seven years. 

10. Then died Ibzan, and was 
buried at Beth-lehem. 

11. § And after him Elon, a Zebu- 
lonite, judged Israel; and he judged 
Israel ten years. 

12. And Elon the Zebulonite died, 
and was buried in Aijalon in the 
country of Zebulun. 

13. § And after him Abdon the son 
of Hillel, a Pirathonite, judged Israel. 

14. And he had forty sons and thirty 
nephews, that rode on threescore and 
ten ass colts: and he judged Israel eight 
years. 

15. And Abdon the son of Hillel 
the Pirathonite died, and was buried 
in Pirathon in the -land of Ephraim, in the 
mount of the Amalekites. 


CHAPTER XIII 


Gimmiiiiitiiii| NI) the children of Israel did 
AY YW, S| evil again in the sight of the 
Ne \ Tee etree one tees 
“Ni them into the hand of the 

(\j| Philistines forty years. 

2. § And there was a certain 
HHL) man of Zorah, of the family of 
the Danites, whose name was Manoah; and his 
wife was barren, and bare not. 

3. And the angel of the Lorp appeared unto 
the woman, and said unto her, Behold now, 
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A WOMAN BREAKS THE SKULL OF ABIMELECH. 
Judges ix. 53. 

“And a certain woman cast a piece of a millstone 

upon Abimelech’s head, and all to break his skull.” 


thou art barren, and bearest not: but thou shalt 
conceive, and bear a son. i 
4. Now therefore beware, I pray thee, and 


drink not wine nor strong drink, and eat not any 


unclean thing: 

5. For, lo, thou shalt conceive, and bear a 
son; and no razor shall come on his head: for 
the child shall be a Nazarite unto God from the 
womb: and he shall begin to deliver Israel out 
of the hand of the Philistines. 

6. § Then the woman came and told her 
husband, saying, A man of God came unto me, 
and his countenance was like the countenance 
of an angel of God, very terrible: but I asked 
him not whence he was, neither told he me his 
name: 


aye 
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7. But he said unto me, Behold, thou shalt 
conceive, and bear a son; and now drink no 
wine nor strong drink, neither eat any unclean 
thing: for the child shall be a Nazarite to God 
from the womb to the day of his death. 

8. § Then Manoah entreated the Lorn, and 
said, O my Lord, let the man of God which thou 
didst send come again unto us, and teach us what 
we shall do unto the child that shall be born. 

9. And God hearkened to the voice of 
Manoah; and the angel of God came again 
unto the woman as she sat in the field: but 
Manoah her husband was not with her. 

10. And the woman made haste, and ran, and 
shewed her husband, and said unto him, Behold, 
the man hath appeared unto me, that came unto 
me the other day. 

11. And Manoah arose, and went after his 
wife, and came to the man, and said unto him, 
Art thou the man that spakest unto the woman? 
And he said, I am. 

12. And Manoah said, Now let thy words 
come to pass. How shall we order the child, and 
how shall we do unto him? 

13. And the angel of the Lorp said unto 
Manoah, Of all that I said unto the woman let 
her beware. 

14. She may not eat of any thing that cometh 
of the vine, neither let her drink wine or strong 
drink, nor eat any unclean thing: all that I 
commanded her let her observe. 

15. § And Manoah said unto the angel of the 
Lorp, I pray thee, let us detain thee, until we 
shall have made ready a kid for thee. 

16. And the angel of the Lorp said unto 
Manoah, Though thou detain me, I will not eat 
of thy bread: and if thou wilt offer a burnt offering, 
thou must offer it unto the Lorp. For Manoah 
knew not that he was an angel of the Lorp. 

17. And Manoah said unto the angel of the 
Lorp, What as thy name, that when thy sayings 
come to pass we may do thee honour? 

18. And the angel of the Lorp said unto him, 
Why askest thou thus after my name, seeing it 
is secret? 

19. Se Manoah took a kid with a meat offer- 
ing, and offered 7t upon a rock unto the Lorp: 
and the angel did wondrously; and Manoah and 
his wife looked on. 

20. For it came to pass, when the flame went 
up toward heaven from off the altar, that the 
angel of the Lorp ascended in the flame of the 
altar: and Manoah and his wife looked on 7zt, and 
fell on their faces to the ground. 

21. But the angel of the Lorp did no more 
appear to Manoah and to his wife. Then Manoah 
knew that he was an angel of the Lorn. 


92, And Manoah said unto his wife, We shall 
surely die, because we have seen God. 

23. But his wife said unto him, If the Lorp 
were pleased to kill us, he would not have received 
a burnt offering and a meat offering at our hands, 
neither would he have shewed us all these things, 
nor would as at this time have told us such 
things as these. 

24. § And the woman bare a son, and called 
his name Samson: and the child grew, and the 
Lorp blessed him. 

25. And the Spirit of the Lorp began to move 
him at times in the camp of Dan between Zorah 
and Eshtaol. 


CHAPTER XIV 











1/ND Samson went down to Tim- 
nath, and saw a woman in Tim- 
j\nath of the daughters of the 
|| Philistines. 

| 2. And he came up, and told 
his father and his mother, and 
! jsaid, I have seen a woman in 
Timnath of the daughters of the Philistines: 
now therefore get her for me to wife. 

3. Then his father and his mother said unto 
him, Js there never a woman among the daughters 
of thy brethren, or among all my people, that 
thou goest to take a wife of the uncircumcised 
Philistines? And Samson said unto his father, 
Get her for me; for she pleaseth me well. 

4. But his father and his mother knew not 
that it was of the Lorn, that he sought an occa- 
sion against the Philistines: for at that time the 
Philistines had dominion over Israel. 

5. § Then went Samson down, and his father 
and his mother, to Timnath, and came to the 
vineyards of Timnath: and, behold, a young lion 
roared against him. 

6. And the Spirit of the Lorp came mightily 
upon him, and he rent him as he would have 
rent a kid, and he had nothing in his hand: but 
he told not his father or his mother what he 
had done. . 

7. And he went down, and talked with the 
woman; and she pleased Samson well. 

8. § And after a time he returned to take her, 
and he turned aside to see the carcass of the lion: 
and, behold, there was a swarm of bees and honey 
in the eareass of the lion. 

9. And he took thereof in his hands, and 
went on eating, and came to his father and 
mother, and he gave them, and they did eat: but 
he told not them that he had taken the honey out 
of the carcass of the lion. 

10. | So his father went down unto the 
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JEPHTHAH’S DAUGHTER. Judges xi. 34. 


“And she was his only child; beside her he had neither son nor daughter.” 
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woman: and Samson made there a 
feast; for so used the young men 
to do. 

11. And it came to pass, when 
they saw him, that they brought 
thirty companions to be with 
him. 

12. § And Samson said unto 
them, I will now put forth a riddle 
unto you: if ye can certainly 
declare it me within the seven 
days of the feast, and find 7 out, 
then I will give you thirty sheets 
and thirty change of garments: 

13. But if ye cannot declare i 
me, then shall ye give me thirty 
sheets and thirty change of gar- 
ments. And they said unto him, 
Put forth thy riddle, that we may 
hear it. 

14. And he said unto them, 
Out of the eater came forth meat, 
and out of the strong came forth 
sweetness. And they could not 
in three days expound the riddle. 

15. And it came to pass on 
the seventh day, that they said 
unto Samson’s wife, Entice thy 
husband, that he may declare 
unto us the riddle, lest we burn 
thee and thy father’s house with 
fire: have ye called us to take that 
we have? is it not so? 

16. And Samson’s wife wept 
before him, and said, Thou dost 
but hate me, and lovest me 
not: thou hast put forth a riddle 
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unto the children of my people, 
and hast not told it me. And 
he said unto her, Behold, I have 
not told if my father nor my 
mother, and shall I tell zt thee? 

17. And she wept before him the seven days, 
while their feast lasted: and it came to pass on 
the seventh day, that he told her, because she lay 
sore upon him: and she told the riddle to the 
children of her people. 

18. And the men of the city said unto him on 
the seventh day before the sun went down, What 
is sweeter than honey? and what 7s stronger than 
a lion? And he said unto them, If ye had not 
ploughed with my heifer, ye had not found out 
my riddle. 

19. §| And the Spirit of the Lorp came upon 
him, and he went down to Ashkelon, and slew 
thirty men of them, and took their spoil, and 
gave change of garments unto them which 
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JEPHTHAH SEES HIS DAUGHTER FROM AFAR. Judges xi. 34. 


“And Jephthah came to Mizpeh unto his house, and, behold, his daughter came 
out to meet him with timbrels and with dances: and she was his only child.” 


expounded the riddle. And his anger was 
kindled, and he went up to his father’s house. 

20. But Samson’s wife was given to his 
companion, Whom he had used as his friend. 


CHAPTER XV 












UT it came to pass within a 
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thou hadst utterly hated her; therefore I gave 
her to thy companion: 7s not her younger sister 
fairer than she? take her, I pray thee, instead 
of her. 

3. § And Samson said concerning them, Now 
shall I be more blameless than the Philistines, 
though I do them a displeasure. 

4. And Samson went and caught three hun- 
dred foxes. and took firebrands, and turned tail 
to tail, and put a firebrand in the midst between 
two tails. 

5. And when he had set the brands on fire, 
he let them go into the standing corn of the 
Philistines, and burnt up both the shocks, and 
also the standing corn, with the vineyards and 
olives. 

6. § Then the Philistines said, Who hath done 
this? And they answered, Samson, the son in 
law of the Timnite, because he had taken his wife, 
and given her to his companion. And the Phi- 
listines came up, and burnt her and her father 
with fire. 

7. § And Samson said unto them, Though ye 
have done this, yet will I be avenged of you, and 
after that I will cease. 

8. And he smote them hip and thigh with a 
great slaughter: and he went down and dwelt in 
the top of the rock Etam. 

9. § Then the Philistines went up, and pitched 
in Judah, and spread themselves in Lehi. 

10. And the men of Judah said, Why are ye 
come up against us? And they answered, To 
bind Samson are we come up, to do to him as he 
hath done to us. 

11. Then three thousand men of Judah went 
to the top of the rock Etam, and said to Samson, 
Knowest thou not that the Philistines ave rulers 
over us? what 2s this that thou hast done unto us? 
And he said unto them, As they did unto me, so 
have I done unto them. : 

12. And they said unto him, We are come 
down to bind thee, that we may deliver thee into 
the hand of the Philistines. And Samson said 
unto them, Swear unto me, that ye will not fall 
upon me yourselves. 

13. And they spake unto him, saying, No; 
but we will bind thee fast, and deliver thee into 
their hand: but surely we will not kill thee. And 
they bound him with two new cords, and brought 
him up from the rock. aoe 

14.-§ And when he came unto Lehi, the Phi- 
listines shouted against him: and the Spirit of the 
Lorp came mightily upon him, and the cords 
that were upon his arms became as flax that was 
burnt with fire, and his bands loosed from off his 
hands. 

15. And he found a new jawbone of an ass, 





and put forth his hand, and took it, and slew a 
thousand men therewith. 

16. And Samson said, With the jawbone of 
an ass, heaps upon heaps, with the jaw of an ass 
have I slain a thousand men. 

17. And it came to pass, when he had made 
an end of speaking, that he cast away the jaw- 
bone out of his hand, and called that place 
Ramath-lehi. 

18. § And he was sore athirst, and called on 
the Lorp, and, said, Thou hast given this great 
deliverance into the hand of thy servant: and 
now shall I die for thirst, and fall into the hand 
of the uncircumcised ? 

19. But God clave a hollow place that was in 
the jaw, and there came water thereout; and 
when he had drunk, his spirit came again, and he 
revived: wherefore he called the name thereof 
En-hakkore, which 7s in Lehi unto this day. 

20. And he judged Israel in the days of the 
Philistines twenty years. 


CHAPTER XVI 


Toi |H1EN went Samson to Gaza, and 


oe saw there a harlot, and went in 
\ 


aN ; 

Ay} unto her.” 
oo 2. And it was told the Gazites, 
i /; saying, Samson is come hither. 
NGI And they compassed him in, and 
poi! laid wait for him all night in the 
gate of the city, and were quiet all the night, 
saying, In the morning, when it is day, we shall 
kill him. 

3. And Samson lay till midnight, and arose 
at midnight, and took the doors of the gate of the 
city, and the two posts, and went away with 
them, barand all, and put them upon his shoulders, 
and carried them up to the top of a hill that is 
before Hebron. 

4. § And it came to pass afterward, that he 
loved a woman in the valley of Sorek, whose 
name was Delilah. 

5. And the lords of the Philistines came up 
unto her, and said unto her, Entice him, and see 
wherein his great strength lieth, and by what 
means we may prevail against him, that we 
may bind him to afflict him: and we will give 
thee every one of us eleven hundred pieces of 
silver. 

6. § And Delilah said to Samson, Tell me, 
I pray thee, wherein thy great strength lieth, 
and wherewith thou mightest be bound to afflict 
thee. 

7. And Samson said unto her, If they bind me 
with seven green withs that were never dried, 
then shall I be weak, and be as another man. 
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THE DAUGHTER OF JEPHTHAH AND HER COMPANIONS. Judges xi. 37. 


*‘And she said unto her father, Let this thing be done for me: let me alone two months, that 
I may go up and down upon the mountains, and bewail my virginity, I and my fellows” 
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8. ‘Then the lords of the Philistines brought 
up to her seven green withs which had not been 
dried, and she bound him with them. 

9. Now there were men lying in wait, abid- 
ing with her in the chamber. And _ she said 
unto him, The 
Philistines be 
upon thee, Sam- 
son. And he 
brake the withs, 
as a thread of 
tow is broken 
when it touch- 
eth the fire. So 
his strength was 
not known. 

10. And De- 
lilah said unto 
Samson, Be- 
hold, thou hast 
mocked me, and 
told me lies: 
now tell me, 
IP reac ., 
wherewith thou 
miphtest be 
bound. 

bapa nd he 
said unto. her, 
If they bind 
me fast with 
new ropes that 
never were oc- 
cupied, then 
shall I be weak, 
and be as. an- 
other man. 

12. Delilah 
therefore took 
hew ropes, and 
bound “him 
therewith, and 
said unto him, 
The Philistines 
be upon thee, 
Samson. And 
there were liers 
Wiawalt sbid- 
ing in the cham- 
ber. And he 
brake them from off his arms like a thread. 

13. And Delilah said unto Samson, Hitherto 
thou hast mocked me, and told me lies: tell me 
wherewith thou mightest be bound. And he said 
unto her, If thou weavest the seven locks of my 
head with the web. 

14. And she fastened i with the pin, and 


(11-4) 
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THE ANGEL ASCENDS TOWARD HEAVEN. = Judges xiii. 20. 


“For it came to pass, when the flame went up toward heaven from off 
the altar, that the angel of the Lorp ascended in the flame of the altar.” 


said unto him, The Philistines be upon thee, 
Samson. And he awaked out of his sleep, 
and went away with the pin of the beam, and 
with the web. 

15. § And she said unto him, How canst 
thou say, I love 
thee, when thine 
heart ts not 
with me? Thou 
hast mocked 
me these three 
times, and hast 
pot: tol dime 
wherein thy 
great strength 
lieth. 

162) Aswdsrt 
came to pass, 
whenshe pressed 
him daily with 
her words, and 
urged him, so 
that his soul 
was vexed unto 
death; 

17. Thatohe 
told her all his 
heart, and said 
unto her, There 
hath not come a 
razor upon mine 
head; for I have 
been a Nazarite 
unto God from 
my mother’s 
womb: if I be 
shaven, then my 
strength will go 
from me, and 
I shall become 
weak, and be 
like any other 
man. 

18. And when 
Delilah saw that 
he had told her 
all his heart, she 
sent and called 
for the lords of 
the Philistines, 
saying, Come up this once, for he hath shewed 
me all his heart. Then the lords of the Philis- 
tines came up unto her, and brought money in 
their hand. 

19. And she made him sleep upon her 
knees; and she called for a man, and she caused 
him to shave off the seven locks of his head; 


Copyright by de Brunoff, 1904. 


330 JUDGES 





and she began to afflict him, and his strength 
went from him. ore 
20. And she said, The Philistines be upon 
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SAMSON KILLS A YOUNG LION. 


“'Then went Samson down, and his father and his mother, to Timnath, and 
came to the vineyards of Timnath: and, behold, a young lion roared against him.” 


thee, Samson. And he awoke out of his sleep, 
and said, I will go out as at other times before, 
and shake myself. And he wist not that the 
Lorp was departed from him. 

21.-¢ But the Philistines took him, and put 
out his eyes, and brought him down to Gaza, and 
bound him with fetters of brass; and he did grind 
in the prison house. 

22. Howbeit the hair of his head began to 
grow again after he was shaven. 

23. ‘Then the lords of the Philistines gathered 
them together for to offer a great sacrifice unto 
Dagon their god, and to rejoice: for they said, 
Our god hath delivered Samson our enemy 
into our hand. 
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Judges xiy. 5. 


24. And when the people saw him, they 
praised their god: for they said, Our god hath 
delivered into our hands our enemy, and the 
destroyer of our country, which 
slew many of us. 

25. And it came to pass, when 
their hearts were merry, that 
they said, Call for Samson, that 
he may make us sport. And they 
called for Samson out of the 
prison house; and he made them 
sport: and they set him between 
the pillars. 

26. And Samson said unto the 
lad that held him by the hand, 
Suffer me that I may feel the 
pillars whereupon the house stand- 
eth, that I may lean upon them. 

27. Now the house was full of 
men and women; and all the lords 
of the Philistines were there; and 
there were upon the roof about three 
thousand men and women, that 
beheld while Samson made sport. 

28. And Samson called unto 
the Lorp, and said, O Lord Gop, 
remember me, I pray thee, and 
strengthen me, I pray thee, only 
this once, O God, that I may be 
at once avenged of the Philis- 
tines for my two eyes. 

29. And Samson took hold of 
the two middle pillars upon which 
the house stood, and on which it 
was borne up, of the one with his 
right hand, and of the other with 
his left. 

30. And Samson said, Let me 
die with the Philistines. And he’ 
bowed himself with all his might; 
and the house fell upon the lords, 
and upon all the people that were 
therein. So the dead which he slew at his death 
were more than they which he slew in his life. 

31. Then his brethren and all the house of 
his father came down, and took him, and brought 
him up, and buried him between Zorah and 
Eshtaol in the buryingplace of Manoah_ his 
father. And he judged Israel twenty years. 


CHAPTER XVII 


1. And there was a man of mount Ephraim, 
whose name was Micah. 

2. And he said unto his mother, The eleven 
hundred shekels of silver that were taken from 
thee, about which thou cursedst, and spakest 
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of also in mine ears, behold, the silver zs with 
me; I took it. And his mother said, Blessed be 
thou of the Lorpb, my son. 

3. And when he had restored the eleven hun- 
dred shekels of silver to his mother, his mother 
said, I had wholly dedicated the silver unto the 
Lorp from my hand for my son, to make a 
graven image and a molten image: now therefore 
I will restore it unto thee. 

4. Yet he restored the money unto his 
mother; and his mother took two hundred shek- 
els of silver, and gave them to the founder, 
who made thereof a graven image and a molten 
image: and they were in the house of Micah. 

5. And the man Micah had a house of gods, 
and made an ephod, and teraphim, and conse- 
crated one of his sons, who became his priest. 

6. In those days there was no king in 
Israel, but every man did that which was right 
in his own eyes. 

7. § And there was a young man out of 
Beth-lehem-judah of the family of Judah, 
who was a Levite, and he sojourned there. 

8. And the man departed out of the city 
from Beth-lehem-judah to sojourn where 
he could find a place: and he came _ to 
mount Ephraim to the house of Micah, as 
he journeyed. 

9. And Micah said unto him, Whence 
comest thou? And he said unto him, I am 
a Leyvite of Beth-lehem-judah, and I go to 
sojourn where I may find a place. 

10. And Micah said unto him, Dwell 
with me, and be unto me a father and a 
priest, and I will give thee ten shekels of sil- 
ver by the year, and a suit of apparel, and 
thy victuals. So the Levite went in. 

11. And the Levite was content to dwell 
with the man; and the young man was unto 
him as one of his sons. 

12. And Micah consecrated the Levite; 
and the young man became his priest, and 
was in the house of Micah. 

13. Then said Micah, Now know I that 
the Lorp will do me good, seeing I have a 
Levite to my priest. 


CHAPTER XVIII 


Lote JN those days there was no 
‘| king in Israel: and in those 


( 
ly, days the tribe of the Dan- 


Ai ites sought them an inheri- 


é tance to dwell in; for unto 






\ 
| that day all their inheri- 
Tui! tance had not fallen unto 
them among the tribes of Israel. 
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2. And the children of Dan sent of their 
family five men from their coasts, men of valour, 
from Zorah, and from Eshtaol, to spy out the 
land, and to search it; and they said unto them, 
Go, search the land: who when they came to 
mount Ephraim, to the house of Micah, they 
lodged there. 

3. When they were by the house of Micah, 
they knew the voice of the young man the Levite: 
and they turned in thither, and said unto him, 
Who brought thee hither? and what makest thou 
in this place? and what hast thou here? 

4. And he said unto them, Thus and thus 
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SAMSON EATS THE HONEY. Judges xiv. 9. 


“And he took thereof in his hands, and went on eating, and came 


to his father and mother, and he gave them, and they did eat.” 
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dealeth Micah with me, and hath hired me, and 
I am his priest. 

5. And they said unto him, Ask counsel, we 
pray thee, of God, that we may know whether 
our way which we go shall be prosperous. 

6. And the priest said unto them, Go In peace: 
before the Lorp 7s your way wherein ye go. 

7. § Then the five men departed, and came 
to Laish, and saw the people that were therein, 
how they dwelt careless, after the manner of the 
Zidonians, quiet and secure; and there was no 
magistrate in the land, that might put them to 
shame in any thing; and they were far from the 
Zidonians, and had no business with any man. 

8. And they came unto their brethren to 
Zorah and Eshtaol: and their brethren said unto 
them, What say ye? 

9. And they said, Arise, that we may go 
up against them: for we have seen the land, 
and, behold, it 7s very good: and are ye still? 
be not slothful to go, and to enter to possess 
the land. 

10. When ye go, ye shall come unto a people 
secure, and to a large land: for God hath given 
it into your hands; a place where there 1s no want 
of any thing that zs in the earth. 

11. § And there went from thence of the 
family of the Danites, out of Zorah and out 
of Eshtaol, six hundred men appointed with 
weapons of war. 

12. And they went up, and pitched in Kir- 
jath-jearim, in Judah: wherefore they called that 
place Mahanehdan unto this day: behold, iz as 
behind Kirjath-jearim. 

13. And they passed thence unto mount 
Ephraim, and came unto the house of Micah. 

14. § Then answered the five men that went 
to spy out the country of Laish, and said unto 
their brethren, Do ye know that there is in these 
houses an ephod, and teraphim, and a graven 
image, and a molten image? now therefore con- 
sider what ye have to do. 

15. And they turned thitherward, and came 
to the house of the young man the Levite, even 
unto the house of Micah, and saluted him. 

16. And the six hundred men appointed 
with their weapons of war, which were of the 
children of Dan, stood by the entering of the 
gate. 

17. And the five men that went to spy out the 
land went up, and came in thither, and took the 
graven image, and the ephod, and the teraphim, 
and the molten image: and the priest stood in the 
entering of the gate with the six hundred men that 
were appointed with weapons of war. 

18. And these went into Micah’s house, and 
fetched the carved image, the ephod, and the 





teraphim, and the molten image. ‘Then said the 
priest unto them, What do ye? 

19. And they said unto him, Hold thy peace, 
lay thine hand upon thy mouth, and go with us, 
and be to us a father and a priest: as at better for 
thee to be a priest unto the house of one man, or 
that thou be a priest unto a tribe and a family 
in Israel? 

20. And the priest’s heart was glad, and he 
took the ephod, and the teraphim, and the 
graven image, and went in the midst of the 
people. 

21. So they turned and departed, and put 
the little ones and the cattle and the carriage 
before them. 

22. § And when they were a good way from 
the house of Micah, the men that were in the 
houses near to Micah’s house were gathered 
together, and overtook the children of Dan. 

23. And they cried unto the children of Dan. 
And they turned their faces, and said unto Micah, 
What aileth thee, that thou comest with such a 
company? 

24. And he said, Ye have taken away my 
gods which I made, and the priest, and ye are 
gone away: and what have I more? and what ts 
this that ye say unto me, What aileth thee? 

25. And the children of Dan said unto him, 
Let not thy voice be heard among us, lest angry 
fellows run upon thee, and thou lose thy life, 
with the lives of thy household. 

26. And the children of Dan went their 
way: and when Micah saw that they were too 
strong for him, he turned and went back unto 
his house. 

27. And they took the things which Micah 
had made, and the priest which he had, and came 
unto Laish, unto a people that were at quiet and 
secure: and they smote them with the edge of the 
sword, and burnt the city with fire. 

28. And there was no deliverer, because it was 
far from Zidon, and they had no business with 
any man; and it was in the valley that lieth by 
Beth-rehob. And they built a city, and dwelt 


_ therein. 


29. And they called the name of the city Dan, 
after the name of Dan their father, who was born 
unto Israel: howbeit the name of the city was 
Laish at the first. 

30. § And the children of Dan set up the 
graven image: and Jonathan, the son of Gershom, 
the son of Manasseh, he and his sons were priests 
to the tribe of Dan until the day of the captivity 
of the land. 

31. And they set them up Micah’s graven 
image, which he made, all the time that the house 
of God was in Shiloh. 
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SAMSON PUTS FORTH A RIDDLE. 


F Copyright by de Brunoff, 1904. 
Judges xiv. 12. 


‘And Samson said unto them, I will now put forth a riddle unto you: if ye can certainly declare it me within 
the seven days of the feast, and find zt out, then I will give you thirty sheets and thirty change of garments.” 


CHAPTER XIX 














ND it came to pass in those 
days, when there was no king in 
Israel, that. there was a certain 
Levite sojourning on the side 
|}of mount Ephraim, who took to 
him a concubine out of Beth- 
Liiiiis | lehem-judah. 

2. And his concubine played the whore against 
him, and went away from him unto her father’s 
house to Beth-lehem- -judah, and was there four 
whole months. 

3. And her husband arose, and went after her, 
to speak friendly unto her, and to bring her again, 
having his servant with him, and a couple of 
asses: and she brought him into her father’s 





























house; and when the father of the damsel saw 
him, he rejoiced to meet him. 
4. And his father in law, the damsel’s father, 


_retained him; and he abode with him three days: 


so they did eat and drink, and lodged there. 

5. § And it came to pass on the fourth day, 
when they arose early in the morning, that he 
rose up to depart: and the damsel’s father said 
unto his son in law, Comfort thine heart with a 
morsel of bread, and afterward go your way. 

6. And they sat down, and did eat and drink 
both of them together: for the damsel’s father 
had said unto the man, Be content, I pray thee, 
and tarry all night, and let thine heart be merry. 

7. And when the man rose up to depart, his 
father in law urged him: therefore he lodged 
there again. 
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8. And he arose early in the morning on’ the 
fifth day to depart: and the damsel’s father said, 
Comfort thine heart, I pray thee. And they tar- 
ried until afternoon, and they did eat both of 
them. 

9. And when the man rose up to depart, he, 
and his concubine, and his servant, his father in 
law, the damsel’s father, said unto him, Behold, 
now the day draweth toward evening, I pray you 
tarry all night: behold, the day groweth to an 
end, lodge here, that thine heart may be merry; 
and to morrow get you early on your way, that 
thou mayest go home. 

10. But the man would not tarry that night, 
but he rose up and departed, and came over 
against Jebus, which is Jerusalem; and there were 
with him two asses saddled, his concubine also 
was with him. 

11. And when they were by Jebus, the day 
was far spent; and the servant said unto his mas- 
ter, Come, I pray thee, and let us turn in into this 
city of the Jebusites, and lodge in it. 

12. And his master said unto him, We will not 
turn aside hither into the city of a stranger, that 
vs not of the children of Israel; we will pass over 
to Gibeah. 

13. And he said unto his servant, Come, and 
let us draw near to one of these places to lodge all 
night, in Gibeah, or in Ramah. 

14. And they passed on and went their way; 
and the sun went down upon them when they were 
by Gibeah, which belongeth to Benjamin. 

15. And they turned aside thither, to go in 
and to lodge in Gibeah: and when he went in, 
he sat him down in a street of the city: for there 
was no man that took them into his house to 
lodging. . 

16. § And, behold, there came an old man 
from his work out of the field at even, which 
was also of mount Ephraim; and he sojourned 
in Gibeah: but the men of the place were 
Benjamites. 

17. And when he had lifted up his eyes, he 
saw a wayfaring man in the street of the city: and 
the old man said, Whither goest thou? and whence 
comest thau? 

18. And he said unto him, We are passing 
from Beth-lehem-judah toward the side of mount 
Ephraim; from thence am I: and I went to Beth- 
lehem-judah, but I am now going to the house of 
the Lorp; and there 7s no man that receiveth me 
to house. 

19. Yet there is both straw and provender for 
our asses; and there is bread and wine also for me, 
and for thy handmaid, and for the young man 
which vs with thy servants: there is no want of 
any thing. 


20. And the old man said, Peace be with thee; 
howsoever, let all thy wants lie upon me; only 
lodge not in the street. 

21. So he brought him into his house, and 
gave provender unto the asses: and they washed 
their feet, and did eat and drink. 

22. § Now as they were making their hearts 
merry, behold, the men of the city, certain sons 
of Belial, beset the house round about, and 
beat at the door, and spake to the master of 
the house, the old man, saying, Bring forth the 
man that came into thine house, that we may 
know him. 

23. And the man, the master of the house, 
went out unto them, and said unto them, Nay, 
my brethren, nay, I pray you, do not so wickedly; 
seeing that this man is come into mine house, do 
not this folly. 

24. Behold, here is my daughter a maiden, 
and his concubine; them I will bring out now, and 
humble ye them, and do with them what seemeth 
good unto you: but unto this man do not so vile a 
thing. 

25. But the men would not hearken to him: 
so the man took his concubine, and brought her 
forth unto them; and they knew her, and abused 
her all the night until the morning: and when the 
day began to spring, they let her go. 

26. ‘Then came the woman in the dawning of 
the day, and fell down at the door of the man’s 
house where her lord was, till it was light. _ 

27. And her lord rose up in the morning, and 
opened the doors of the house, and went out to go 
his way: and, behold, the woman his concubine 
was fallen down at the door of the house, and her 
hands were upon the threshold. 

28. And he said unto her, Up, and let us be 
going. Butnone answered. ‘Then the man took 
her wp upon an ass, and the man rose up, and gat 
him unto his place. 

29. §§ And when he was come into his house, 
he took a knife, and laid hold on his concubine, 
and divided her, together with her bones, into 
twelve pieces, and sent her into all the coasts of 
Israel. 

30. And it was so, that all that saw it said, 
‘There was no such deed done nor seen from the 
day that the children of Israel came up out of the 
land of Egypt unto this day: consider of it, take 
advice, and speak your minds. 


CHAPTER XX 


1. Then all the children of Israel went out, 
and the congregation was gathered together as 
one man, from Dan even to Beersheba, with the 
land of Gilead, unto the Lorp in Mizpeh. 
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SAMSON AND HIS WIFE Judges xiv 16. 


“And Samson’s wife wept before him. and said. Thou dost but hate me, and lovest me 
not: thou hast put forth a riddle unto the children of my people, and hast not told i me.” 





heard that the children of Israel were 
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2. And the chief of all the people, 
even of all the tribes of Israel, presented 
themselves in the assembly of the 
people of God, four hundred thousand 
footmen that drew sword. 

3. (Now the children of Benjamin 





gone up to Mizpeh.) Then said the 
children of Israel, Tell ws, how was this 
wickedness? 

4. And the Levite, the husband of 
the woman that was slain, answered 
and said, I came into Gibeah that 
belongeth to Benjamin, I and my 
concubine, to lodge. 

5. And the men of Gibeah rose 
against me, and beset the house round 
about upon me by night, and thought 
to have slain me: and my concubine 
have they forced, that she 1s dead. 

6. And I took my concubine, and 
cut her in pieces, and sent her through- 
out all the country of the inheritance 
of Israel: for they have committed 
lewdness and folly in Israel. 

7. Behold, ye are all children of 
Israel; give here your advice and 
counsel. 

8. § And all the people arose as one 
man, saying, We will not any of us go 
to his tent, neither will we any of us 
turn into his house. 

9. But now this shall be the thing 
which we will do to Gibeah; we will go 
up by lot against it; 

10. And we will take ten men of 
a hundred throughout all the tribes of 
Israel, and a hundred of a thousand, 
and a thousand out of ten thousand, 
to fetch victuals for the people, that 
they may do, when they come to 
Gibeah of Benjamin, according to all the 
folly that they have wrought in Israel. 

11. So all the men of Israel were gathered 
against the city, knit together as one man. 

12. § And the tribes of Israel sent men 
through all the tribe of Benjamin, saying, What 
wickedness is this that is done among you? 

13. Now therefore deliver us the men, the 
children of Belial, which are in Gibeah, that we 
may put them to death, and put away evil from 
Israel. But the children of Benjamin would not 
hearken to the voice of their brethren the children 
of Israel: 

14. But the children of Benjamin gathered 
themselves together out of the cities unto Gibeah, 
to go out to battle against the children of Israel. 

(II-5) 
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SAMSON BRINGS BACK THE GARMENTS. Judges xiv. 19. 

“And the Spirit of the Lorp came upon him, and he went down to 
Ashkelon, and slew thirty men of them, and took their spoil, and 
gave change of garments unto them which expounded the riddle.” 


15. And the children of Benjamin were 
numbered at that time out of the cities twenty 
and six thousand men that drew sword, besides 
the inhabitants of Gibeah, which were numbered 
seven hundred chosen men. 

16. Among all this people there were seven 
hundred chosen men lefthanded; every one 
could sling stones at a hair breadth, and not 
miss. 

17. And the men of Israel, besides Benjamin, 
were numbered four hundred thousand men that 
drew sword: all these were men of war. 

18. § And the children of Israel arose, and 
went up to the house of God, and asked counsel 
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of God, and said, Which of us shall go up first 
to the battle against the children of Benjamin? 
And the Lorp said, Judah shall go up first. 
19. And the children of Israel rose up in 
the morning, and encamped against Gibeah. 


to battle against the children of Benjamin my 
brother? And the Lorp said, Go up against 
him.) 

24. And the children of Israel came near 
against the children of Benjamin the second day. 
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SAMSON AND THE FOXES. Judges xv. 4. 
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And Samson went and caught three hundred foxes, and took firebrands, 
and turned tail to tail, and put a firebrand in the midst between two tails.”” 


20. And the men of Israel went out to battle 
against Benjamin; and the men of Israel put 
themselves in array to fight against them at 
Gibeah. 

21. And the children of Benjamin came forth 
out of Gibeah, and destroyed down to the 
ground of the Israelites that day twenty and 
two thousand men. 

22. And the people, the men of Israel, 
encouraged themselves, and set their battle 
again in array in the place where they put 
themselves in array the first day. 

23. (And the children of Israel went up and 
wept before the Lorp until even, and asked 
counsel of the Lorn, saying, Shall I go up again 


25. And Benjamin went forth against them 
out of Gibeah the second day, and destroyed 
down to the ground of the children of Israel 
again eighteen thousand men; all these drew the 
sword. 

26. § Then all the children of Israel, and 
all the people, went up, and came unto the house 
of God, and wept, and sat there before the Lorn, 
and fasted that day until even, and offered 
burnt offerings and peace offerings before the 
Lorp. 

27. And the children of Israel inquired of 
the Lorp, (for the ark of the covenant of God 
was there in those days, 

28. And Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the 
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son of Aaron, stood before it in those days,) 
saying, Shall I yet again go out to battle against 
the children of Benjamin my brother, or shall I 
cease? And the Lorp said, Go up; for to morrow 
I will deliver them into thine hand. 

29. And Israel set liers in wait round about 
Gibeah. 

30. And the children of Israel went up against 
the children of Benjamin on the third day, and 
put themselves in array against Gibeah, as at 
other times. 

31. And the children of Benjamin went out 
against the people, and were drawn away from 
the city; and they began to smite of the people, 


f 


itis iw : 


J. James Tissot. 


SAMSON IN THE CAVES OF ETAM. 


32. And the children of Benjamin said, They 
are smitten down before us, as at the first. But 
the children of Israel said, Let us flee, and draw 
them from the city unto the highways. 

33. And all the men of Israel rose up out of 
their place, and put themselves in array at 
Baal-tamar: and the liers in wait of Israel came 
forth out of their places, even out of the meadows 
of Gibeah. 

34. And there came against Gibeah ten 
thousand chosen men out of all Israel, and the 
battle was sore: but they knew not that evil was 
near them. 

35. And the Lorp smote Benjamin before 
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Judges xv. 11. 


‘Then three thousand men of Judah went to the top of the rock Etam, and 
said to Samson, Knowest thou not that the Philistines are rulers over us?” 


and kill, as at other times, in the highways, of 
which one goeth up to the house of God, and the 
other to Gibeah in the field, about thirty men 


of Israel. 
(II-5*) 


Israel: and the children of Israel destroyed of 
the Benjamites that day twenty and five thou- 
sand and a hundred men: all these drew the 
sword. 
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36. So the children of Benjamin saw that they 
were smitten: for the men of Israel gave place to 
the Benjamites, because they trusted unto the 
liers in wait which they had set beside Gibeah. 4A, 


37. And the liers 
in wait hasted, 
and rushed upon 


Gibeah; and_ the 
liers in wait drew 
themselves along, 
and smote all the 
city with the edge 
of the sword. 

38. Now there 
was an appointed 
sign between the 
men of Israel and 
the liers in’ wait, 
that they should 
make a great 
flame with smoke 
rise up out of the 
GiLy. 

389. And when 
the men of Israel 
retired in the 
battle, Benjamin 
began to smite 
and kill of the 
men of Israel 
about thirty per- 
sons: for they said, 
Surely they are 
smitten down be- 
fore us, as am the 
first battle. 

40. But when 
the flame began 
to arise up out 
of the city with 
a pillar of smoke, 
the Benjamites 
looked behind 
them, and, be- 
hold, the flame of 
the city- ascended 
up to heaven. 

41. And when 
the men of Israel 


turned again, the men of Benjamin were amazed: 
for they saw that evil was come upon them. 


J. James Tissot. 


SAMSON SLAYS A THOUSAND MEN. 
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Judges xy. 16. 


“And Samson said, With the jawbone of an ass, heaps upon 


heaps, with the jaw of an ass have I slain a thousand men.” 


42. Therefore they turned ther backs before 
the men of Israel unto the way of the wilderness; 
but the battle overtook them; and them which 


came out of the cities they destroyed in the ih 


midst of them. 


43. Thus they inclosed the Benjamites round 


about, and chased them, and trode them down 
with ease over against 
sunrising. 

And there fell 


Gibeah toward the 


of Benj amin eighteen 


thousand men; all 
these were men of 
valour. 

45. And _ they 
turned and fled 
toward the wil- 
derness unto the 
rock of Rimmon: 
and they gleaned 
of them in the 
highways five 
thousand men; 
and pursued hard 
after them unto 
Gidom, and slew 
two thousand men 
of them. 

46. So that all 
which fell that 
day of Benjamin 
were twenty and 
five thousand 
men that drew 
the sword; all 
these were men 
of valour. 

47. But six hun- 
dred men_ turned 
and fled to the 
wilderness unto 
the rock Rimmon, 
and abode in the 
rock Rimmon four 
months. 

48. And the 
men of ‘Israel 
turned again upon 
the children of 
Benjamin, and 
smote them with 
the edge of the 
sword, as well 
the men of every 
city, as the beast, 
and all that came 


to hand: also they set on fire all the cities 
that they came to. 


CHAPTER XXI 


Now the men of Israel had sworn in Miz- 


peh, saying, There shall not any of us give his 


daughter unto Benjamin to wife. 
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2. And the people came to the house of God, 
and abode there till even before God, and lifted 
up their voices, and wept sore; 10. 

3. And said, O Lorp God of Israel, why is 


this come to pass 
in Israel, that there 
should be to day 
one tribe lacking 
in Israel? 

4. And it came 
to pass on the 
morrow, that the 
people rose early, 
and built there 
an altar, and 
offered burnt 
offerings and 
peace offerings. 

5. And the chil- 
dren of Israel said, 
Who ts there among 
all tle tribes of 
Israel that came 
not up with the 
congregation unto 
the Lorp? For 
they had made a 
great oath concern- 
ing him that came 
igieap to) “the 
Lorp to Mizpeh, 
saying, He shall 
surely be put to 
death. 

6. And the chil- 
dren of Israel re- 
pented them for 
Benjamin their 
brother, and said, 
There is one tribe 
cut off from Israel 
this day. 

7. How shall 
we do for wives 
for them that 
remain, seeing we 
have sworn by 
the Lorp, that we 
will not give them 
of our daughters 
to wives? 

8. § And they 


said, What one ts there of the tribes of Israel 
that came not up to Mizpeh to the Lorp? 
And, behold, there came none to the camp 
from Jabesh-gilead to the assembly. 

the people were numbered, and, 


9. For 


Jabesh-gilead there. 
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SAMSON AND THE GATES OF GAZA. 
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Judges xvi. 3. 


“And Samson lay till midnight, and arose at midnight, and took the 
doors of the gate of the city, and the two posts, and went away with them.” 


tribes of Israel. 


behold, there were none of the inhabitants of 


And the congregation sent thither twelve 
thousand men of the valiantest, and commanded 


them, saying, Go 
and smite the in- 
habitants of Jabesh- 
gilead with the 
edge of the sword, 
with the women 
and the children. 

11. And this 2s 
the thing that ye 
shall do, Ye shall 
utterly destroy 
every male, and 
every woman that 
hath lain by man. 

12. And ‘they 
found among the in- 
habitants of Jabesh- 
gilead four hun- 
dred young virgins, 
that had known 
no man by lying 
with any male: and 
they brought them 
unto the camp to 
Shiloh, which 7s in 
the land of Canaan. 

138. And the 
whole congrega- 
tion sent some to 
speak to the chil- 
dren of Benjamin 
that were in the 
rock Rimmon, and 
to call peaceably 
unto them. 

14. And Benja- 
min came again at 
that time; and they 
gave them wives 
which they had 
saved alive of the 
women of Jabesh- 
gilead: and yet 
so they sufficed 
them not. 

15. And the peo- 
is repented them 
or Benjamin, be- 


cause that the Lorp had made a breach in the 


16. { Then the elders of the congregation said, 
How shall we do for wives for them that remain, 
seeing the women are destroyed out of Benjamin? 
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17. And they 
said, There 
must be an in- 
heritance for 
them that be 
escaped of Ben- 
jamin, that a 
tribe be not 
destroyed out 
of Israel. 

18. Howbeit 
we may not 
Piya sthem 
Wives of our 
daughters: for 
the children 
of Israel 
have sworn, 
saying, Cursed 
be he that 
giveth a wife 
to Benjamin. 

19. Then 
they said, Be- 
hold, there ts 
a feast of the 
Lorp in Shiloh 
yearly, in a 
place which ts 
on the north 
side of Beth-el, 
on the east 
side of the 
highway that 
goeth up from 
Beth-el. to 
Shechem, and 
on the south 
of Lebonah. 

20. There- 
fore they com- 
manded the 


children of Benjamin, saying, Go and lie in 
wait in the vineyards; 

21. And see, and, behold, if the daughters 
of Shiloh come out to dance in dances, then come 
ye out of the vineyards, and catch you every 
man his wife of the daughters of Shiloh, and go 


| 
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SAMSON SEETH DELILAH AT HER WINDOW. Judges xvi. 1. 


“Then went Samson to Gaza, and saw there a harlot, and went in unto her.” 


in his own eyes. 





to the land of 
Benjamin. 

22. And it 
shall be, when 
their fathers or 
their brethren 
come unto us 
to complain, 
that we will 
say unto them, 
Be favourable 
unto them for 
our sakes: be- 
cause we re- 
served not to 
each man his 
wife in the war: 
for ye did not 
give unto them 
at this time, 
that ye should 
be guilty. 

23. And the 
children of 
Benjamin did 
so, and took 
them wives, 
according to 
their number, 
of them that 
danced, whom 
they caught: 
and they went 
and returned 
unto their in- 
heritance, and 
repaired the 
cities, and 
dwelt in them. 

24. And the 
children of Is- 
rael departed 


thence at that time, every man to his tribe and 
to his family, and they went out from thence 
every man to his inheritance. 

25. In those days there was no king in 
Israel: every man did that which was right 
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CHAPTER I 


























=e] W it came to pass in the days and the name of his wife Naomi, and the name of 
when the judges ruled, that there his two sons Mahlon and Chilion, Ephrathites of 
was a famine in the land. And Beth-lehem-judah. And they came into the 

a certain man of Beth-lehem- country of Moab, and continued there. 
judah went to sojourn in the 3. And Elimelech Naomi’s husband died; and 

country of Moab, he, and his she was left, and her two sons. 

ee wife, and his two sons. 4. And they took them wives of the women of 
And the name of the man was Elimelech, Moab; the name of the one was Orpah, and the 
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THE PHILISTINES VISIT DELILAH. Judges xvi. 5. 
“And the lords of the Philistines came up unto her, and said unto her, Entice him, and see wherein his great 

strength lieth, and by what means we may prevail against him, that we may bind him to afflict him.” 
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SAMSON AND DELILAH. - Judges xvi. 6. 


“And. Delilah said to Samson, Tell me, I pray thee, wherein thy me 
’ strength lieth;.arid wherewith thou mightest be bound to. afflict thee.” 


name of the other Ruth: and they.dwelt there 
about ten years. 

5. And-Mahlon and Chilion died: also both of 
them; and the woman was left of her two sons and 
her Fenelbarig 

6. § Then she arose with her daughters in law, 
that she might return from the country of Moab: 
for.she had heard in the country of Moab: how 
that the Lorp had visited his people in, giving 
them bread. 

7. Wherefore she went forth out of the place 
where she was,.and her two daughters in law with 


her; and they went on the way to return.unto the 


land of Judah. 

8. And Naomi said unto her two. daughters in 
law, Go, return each to her mother’s house: ‘the 
Lorp deal kindly with you, as ye have dealt with 
the. dead, and with me. 

9. ‘The Lorp grant you that ye may find rest, 
each of you in the house of her husband. ‘Then 
she‘kissed them; -and -they-lifted .up :their -voice, 
and wept. 

10. And they said unto her, Surely we will 
return with thee unto thy people. 

11. And Naomi said, Turn again, my daugh- 
ters: why will ye go with me? are there yet any 


lodgest, I will lodge: 


more sons in my womb, that they-may.be your 
husbands? 

12. Turn again, my.daughters, go your way; 
for.I:am too old to have a husband. If I should 
say,.1 have hope, 7/'I should have a husband also 
to night, and should also bear-sons; 

13. -Would ye tarry for them till they were 
grown? would ye stay for them from having hus- 
bands? nay, my daughters; for it grieveth me 


‘much for your sakes that the hand of the Lorn is 


gone out against me. 

14. And they lifted up their voice, and wept 
again: and Orpah kissed her mother in law; but 
Ruth clave unto her. 

15. And she said, ‘Behold, thy sister in law 
is gone back unto her:people, and unto her gods: 
return thou after thy sister in law. 

16. And Ruth said, ‘Entreat me:not to-.leave 
thee, or to return from following after thee: for 
whither thou goest, I will go; and «where thou 
thy «people «shall .be .my 
people, and thy God my God: 

17. Where thou diest, will I die, and there will 
I be buried: the Lorp do so to me, and more also, 
uf aught but death part thee and me. 

18. When she saw that she was steadfastly 
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minded to go with her, then she left speaking 
unto her. 

19. § So they two went until they came 
to Beth-lehem. And it came to pass, when 
they were come to Beth-lehem, that all the 
city was moved about them, and they said, Js 
this Naomi? 

20. And she said unto them, Call me not 
Naomi, call me Mara: for the Almighty hath dealt 
very bitterly with me. 

21. I went out full, and the Lorp hath brought 
me home again empty: why then call ye me 
Naomi, seeing the Lorp hath testified against me, 
and the Almighty hath afflicted me? 

-22. So Naomi returned, and Ruth the Moab- 
itess, her daughter in law, with her, which re- 
turned out of the country of Moab: and they came 
to Beth-lehem in the beginning of barley harvest. 


CHAPTER II 





=|IND Naomi had a kinsman of 
her hus- 
F\\ band’s, a 

mighty 
Iiman of 
wealth, of 
the family 
of Elimelech; and his 
name was Boaz. 

2. And Ruth the Mo- 
abitess said unto Naomi, 
Let me now go to the 
field, and glean ears of 
corn after him in whose 
sight I shall find grace. 
And she said unto her, 
Go, my daughter. 

3. And she went, and 
came, and gleaned in the 
field after the reapers: 
and her hap was to light 
on a part of the field 
belonging unto Boaz, who 
was of the kindred of 
Elimelech. 

4. § And, behold, Boaz 
came from Beth-lehem, 
and said unto the reap- 
ers, The Lorp be with 

ou. And they answered 
bane The Lorp bless thee. 

5. Then said Boaz 
unto his servant that 
was set over the reapers, Whose damsel 7s this? 

6. And the servant that was set over the 
reapers answered and said, It zs the Moabitish 

(II-6*) 
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damsel that came back with Naomi out of the 
country of Moab: 

7. And she said, I pray you, let me glean and 
gather after the reapers among the sheaves: so 
she came, and hath continued even from the 
morning until now, that she tarried a little in the 
house. 

8. Then said Boaz unto Ruth, Hearest thou 
not, my daughter? Go not to glean in another 
field, neither go from hence, but abide here fast 
by my maidens: 

9. Let thine eyes be on the field that they do 
reap, and go thou after them: have I not charged 
the young men that they shall not touch thee? 
and when thou art athirst, go unto the vessels, 
and drink of that which the young men have 
drawn. 

10. ‘Then she fell on her face, and bowed her- 
self to the ground, and said unto him, Why have 
I found grace in thine eyes, that thou shouldest 
take knowledge of me, seeing I am a stranger? 

11. And Boaz answered and said unto her, It 
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SAMSON BREAKS HIS CORDS. Judges xvi. 9. 


“Now there were men lying in wait, abiding with her in the chamber. 
And she said unto him, The Philistines be upon thee, Samson.” 


hath fully been shewed me, all that thou hast 
done unto thy mother in law since the death of 
thine husband; and how thou hast left thy father 
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SAMSON REVEALS HIS SECRET TO DELILAH. Judges xvi. 17. 
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“That he told her all his heart, and said unto her, There hath not come a razor 
upon mine head; for I have been a Nazarite unto God from my mother’s womb.” 


and thy mother, and the land of thy nativity, and 
art come unto a people which thou knewest not 
heretofore. 

12. ‘The Lorp recompense thy work, and afull 
reward be given thee of the Lorp God of Israel, 
under whose wings thou art come to trust. 

13. ‘Then she said, Let me find favour in thy 
sight, my lord; for that thou hast comforted me, 
and for that thou hast spoken friendly unto thine 
handmaid, though I be not like unto one of thine 
handmaidens. 

14. And Boaz said unto her, At mealtime 
come thou hither, and eat of the bread, and dip 
thy morsel in the vinegar. And she sat beside 
the reapers: and he reached her parched corn, and 
she did eat, and was sufficed, and left. 

15. And when she was risen up to glean, Boaz 
commanded his young men, saying, Let her glean 
even among the sheaves, and reproach her not: 

16. And let fall also some of the handfuls of 
purpose for her, and leave them, that she may 
glean them, and rebuke her not. 


17. So she gleaned in the field until even, and 
beat out that she had gleaned: and it was about 
an ephah of barley. 

18. §| And she took zt up, and went into the 
city; and her mother in law saw what she had 
gleaned: and she brought forth, and gave to her 
that she had reserved after she was sufficed. 

19. And her mother in law said unto her, 
Where hast thou gleaned to day? and where 
wroughtest thou? blessed be he that did take 
knowledge of thee. And she shewed her mother 
in law with whom she had wrought, and said, 
‘The man’s name with whom I wrought to day 
is Boaz. 

20. And Naomi said unto her daughter in law, 
Blessed be he of the Lorp, who hath not left off 
his kindness to the living and to the dead. And 
Naomi said unto her, The man ¢s near of kin unto 
us, one of our next kinsmen. 

21. And Ruth the Moabitess said, He said 
unto me also, Thou shalt keep fast by my young 
men, until they have ended all my harvest. 
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22. And Naomi said unto Ruth her daughter 
in law, [t 7s good, my daughter, that thou go out 
with his maidens, that they meet thee not in any 
other field. 

23. So she kept fast by the maidens of Boaz 
to glean unto the end of barley harvest and of 
wheat harvest; and dwelt with her mother in law. 


CHAPTER III 








bee eee eee ere ee/FTEN Naomi her mother in law 
said unto her, My daughter, 
| shall I not seek rest for thee, that 
it may be well with thee? 

2. And now is not Boaz of 
W|our kindred, with whose maid- 
ens thou wast? Behold, he 
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4. And it shall be, when he lieth down, that 
thou shalt mark the place where he shall lie, 
and thou shalt go in, and uncover his feet, and 
lay thee down; and he will tell thee what thou 
shalt do. 

5. And she said unto her, All that thou sayest 
unto me I will do. 

6. 4 And she went down unto the floor, and 
did according to all that her mother in law 
bade her. 

7. And when Boaz had eaten and drunk, and 
his heart was merry, he went to lie down at the 
end of the heap of corn: and she came softly, and 
uncovered his feet, and laid her down. 

8. § And it came to pass at midnight, that 
the man was afraid, and turned himself: and, 
behold, a woman lay at his feet. 


9. And he said, Who art thou? And she 
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SAMSON IS MADE PRISONER. Judges xvi. 19. 


“And she made him sleep upon her knees; and she called for a man, and she caused him to shave 
off the seven locks of his head; and she began to afflict him, and his strength went from him.” 


3. Wash thyself therefore, and anoint thee, and 
put thy raiment upon thee, and get thee down 
to the floor: but make not thyself known unto the 
man, until he shall have done eating and drinking. 


answered, I am Ruth thine handmaid: spread 
therefore thy skirt over thine handmaid; for 
thou art a near kinsman. 

10. And he said, Blessed be thou of the Lorp, 
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SAMSON TURNS THE MILL IN PRISON. Judges xvi. 21. 
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“But the Philistines took him, and put out his eyes, and brought him down to Gaza, 
and bound him with fetters of brass; and he did grind in the prison house.” 


my daughter: for thou hast shewed more kindness 
in the latter end than at the beginning, inasmuch 
as thou followedst not young men, whether poor 
or rich. 

11. And now, my daughter, fear not; I will do 
to thee all that thou requirest: for all the city of 
my people doth know that thou art a virtuous 
woman. 


12. And now it is true that I am thy near kins- 


man: howbeit there is a kinsman nearer than I. 

13. Tarry this night, and it shall be in the 
morning, that if he will perform unto thee the part 
of a kinsman, well; let him do the kinsman’s part: 
but if he will not do the part of a kinsman to 
thee, then will I do the part of a kinsman to thee, 
as the Lorp liveth: lie down until the morning. 

14. §| And she lay at his feet until the morning: 
and she rose up before one could know another. 
And he said, Let it not be known that a woman 
came into the floor. 

15. Also he said, Bring the vail that thou hast 


upon thee, and hold it. And when she held it, he 
measured six measures of barley, and laid 7 on 
her: and she went into the city. 

16. And when she came to her mother in law, 
she said, Who art thou, my daughter? And she 
told her all that the man had done to her. 

17. And she said, These six measures of barley 
gave he me; for he said to me, Go not empty unto 
thy mother in law. 

18. Then said she, Sit still, my daughter, — 
until thou know how the matter will fall: for the 
man will not be in rest, until he have finished the 
thing this day. 


CHAPTER IV 


1. Then went Boaz up to the gate, and sat 
him down there: and, behold, the kinsman of 
whom Boaz spake came by; unto whom he said, 
Ho, such a one! turn aside, sit down here. And 
he turned aside, and sat down. 
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SAMSON PUTS DOWN THE PILLARS. Judges. xvi.29. 


“And Samson took hold of the two middle pillars upon which the house stood, and on 
which it was borne up, of the one with his right hand, and of the other with his left.” 


2. And he took ten men of the elders of the 
city, and said, Sit ye down here. And they sat 
down. 

38. And he said unto the kinsman, Naomi, 
that is come again out of the country of Moab, 
selleth a ea of land, which was our brother 
Elimelech’s: 

4. And I thought to advertise thee, saying, 
Buy t before the inhabitants, and before the elders 
of my people. If thou wilt redeem 2, redeem 7: 
but if thou wilt not redeem 7t, then tell me, that I 
may know: for there is none to redeem % besides 
thee; and I am after thee. And he said, I will 
redeem it. 

5. Then said Boaz, What day thou buyest 
the field of the hand of Naomi, thou must buy 
it also of Ruth the Moabitess, the wife of the 
dead, to raise up the name of the dead upon his 
inheritance. 

6. § And the kinsman said, I cannot redeem 
a for myself, lest I mar mine own inheritance: 
redeem thou my right to thyself; for I cannot 
redeem it. 

7. Now this was the manner in former time 


in Israel concerning redeeming and concerning 
changing, for to confirm all things; a man 
plucked off his shoe, and gave zt to his neighbour: 
and this was a testimony in Israel. 

8. Therefore the kinsman said unto Boaz, 
Buy zz for thee. So he drew off his shoe. 

9. § And Boaz said unto the elders, and unto 
all the people, Ye are witnesses this day, that I 
have bought all that was Elimelech’s, and all that 
was Chilion’s and Mahlon’s, of the hand of 
Naomi. 

10. Moreover Ruth the Moabitess, the wife 
of Mahlon, have I purchased to be my wife, to 
raise up the name of the dead upon his inherit- 
ance, that the name of the dead be not cut off 
from among his brethren, and from the gate of his 
place: ye are witnesses this day. 

11. And all the people that were in the gate, 
and the elders, said, We are witnesses. The 
Lorp make the woman that is come into 


‘thine house like Rachel and like Leah, which 


two did build the house of Israel: and do 
thou worthily in Ephratah, and be famous in 
Beth-lehem: 
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THE IDOLS ARE BROUGHT OUT. Judges xviii. 18. 


““And these went into Micah’s house, and fetched the carved 
image, the ephod, and the teraphim, and the molten image.” 


12. And let thy house be like the house of 
Pharez, whom Tamar bare unto Judah, of the 
seed which the Lorp shall give thee of this young 
woman. 

13. | So Boaz took Ruth, and she was his 
wife: and when he went in unto her, the Lorp 
gave her conception, and she bare a son. 

14. And the women said unto Naomi, 
Blessed be the Lorp, which hath not left thee 
this day without a kinsman, that his name may 
be famous in Israel. 

15. And he shall be unto thee a restorer 
of thy life, and a nourisher of thine old age: 
for thy daughter in law, which loveth thee, 
which is better to thee than seven sons, hath 
borne him. 


16. And Naomi took the child, and laid it in 
her bosom, and became nurse unto it. 

17. And the women her neighbours gave it a 
name, saying, There is a son born to Naomi; and 
they called his name Obed: he is the father of 
Jesse, the father of David. 

18. §| Now these are the generations of Pharez: 
Pharez begat Hezron, 

19. And Hezron begat Ram, and Ram begat 
Amminadab, 

20. And Amminadab begat Nahshon, and 
Nahshon begat Salmon, 

21. And Salmon begat Boaz, and Boaz begat 
Obed, 

22. And Obed begat Jesse, and Jesse begat 
David. 
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CHAPTER I 

















OW there was a certain man of other Peninnah: and Peninnah had children, but 

| Ramathaim-zophim, of mount Hannah had no children. 
Ephraim, and his name was 3. And this man went up out of his city 
Elkanah, the son of Jeroham, the yearly to worship and to sacrifice unto the Lorp 
son of Elihu, the son of Tohu, of hosts in Shiloh. And the two sons of Eli, 
the son of Zuph, an Ephrathite: Hophni and Phinehas, the priests of the Lorn, 

toast maha 2. And he had two wives; the were there. 

name of the one was Hannah, and thename of the 4. § And when the time was that Elkanah 
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THE OLD MAN INVITES THE LEVITE. Judges xix. 17. 


‘And when he had lifted up his eyes, he saw a wayfaring man in the street of 
the city: and the old man said, Whither goest thou? and whence comest thou?” 


(II-7*) 
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offered, he gave to 
Peninnah his wife, 
and to all her sons 
and her daughters, 
portions: 

5. But unto 
Hannah he gave 
a worthy portion; 
for he loved Han- 
nah: but the Lorp 
had shut up her 
womb. 

6. And her ad- 
versary also pro- 
voked her sore, for 
to make her fret, 
because the Lorp 
had shut up her 
womb. 

7. And as he 
did so year by 
year, when she 
went up to the 
house of the Lorp, 
so she provoked 
her; therefore she 
wept, and did not 
eat. 

8. Then said 
Elkanah her hus- 
band to her, Han- 
nah, why weepest 
thou? and why 
eatest thou not? 
and why is thy heart grieved? am not I better to 
thee than ten sons? 

9. § So Hannah rose up after they had eaten 
in Shiloh, and after they had drunk. Now Eli 
the priest sat upon a seat by a post of the temple 
of the Lorp. 

10. And she was in bitterness of soul, and 
prayed unto the Lorn, and wept sore. 

11. And she vowed a vow, and said, O Lorp 
of hosts, if thou wilt indeed look on the affliction 
of thine handmaid, and remember me, and not 
forget thine handmaid, but wilt give unto thine 
handmaid a man child, then I will give him unto 
the Lorp all the days of his life, and there shall 
no razor come upon his head. 

12. And it came to pass, as she continued 
praying before the Lorp, that Eli marked her 
mouth. 

13. Now Hannah, she spake in her heart; 
only her lips moved, but her voice was not heard: 
therefore Eli thought she had been drunken. 

14. And Eli said unto her, How long wilt thou 
be drunken? put away thy wine from thee. 
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THE EPHRAIMITES WISH TO KNOW THE LEVITE. 
Judges xix. 22. 
“Now as they were making their hearts merry, behold, the men of the city, 
certain sons of Belial, beset the house round about, and beat at the door.” 


15. And Han- 
nah answered and 
said, No, my lord, 
Tama woman of a 
sorrowful spirit: I 
have drunk neither 
wine nor strong 
drink, but have 
ee he out my soul 
vefore the Lorn. 

16. Count not 
thine handmaid 
for a daughter of 
Belial: for out of 
the abundance of 
my complaint and 
grief have [spoken 
hitherto. 

17. Then Eli 
answered and said, 
Go in peace: and 
the God of Israel 
grant thee thy 
pele that thou 

ast asked of him. 

18. And she 
said, Let thine 
handmaid find 
Copyright by de Brunoff, 1904, Rio 1 thy sight. 

So the woman 
went her way, and 
did eat, and her 
countenance was 
no more sad. 

19. §{ And they rose up in the morning early, 
and worshipped before the Lorp, and returned, 
and came to their house to Ramah: and Elkanah 
knew Hannah his wife; and the Lorp remem- 
bered her. 

20. Wherefore it came to pass, when the time 
was come about after Hannah had conceived, 
that she bare a son, and called his name Samuel, 
saying, Because I have asked him of the Lorp. 

21. And the man Elkanah, and all his house, 
went up to offer unto the Lorp the yearly sacri- 
fice, and his vow. 

22. But Hannah went not up; for she said 
unto her husband, I will not go up until the child 
be weaned, and then I will bring him, that he may 
appear before the Lorn, and there abide for ever. 

23. And Elkanah her husband said unto her, 
Do what seemeth thee good; tarry until thou 
have weaned him; only the Lorp establish his 
word. So the woman abode, and gave her son 
suck until she weaned him. 

24. € And when she had weaned him, she 
took him up with her, with three bullocks, and 
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one ephah of flour, and a bottle of wine, and 
brought him unto the house of the Lorp in 
Shiloh: and the child was young. 

25. And they slew a bullock, and brought the 
child to Eli. 

26. And she said, O my lord, as thy soul 
liveth, my lord, I am the woman that stood by 
thee here, praying unto the Lorp. 

27. For this child I prayed; and the Lorp 
hath given me my petition which I asked of him: 

28. Therefore also I have lent him to the 
Lorp; as long as he liveth he shall be lent to 
the Lorp. And he worshipped the Lorp there. 


| 
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THE LEVITE’S WIFE DIES 


‘Then came the woman in the dawning of the day, and fell down 


ts a God of knowledge, and by him actions are 
weighed. 

4. The bows of the mighty men are broken, 
and they that stumbled are girded with strength. 

5. They that were full have hired out them- 
selves for bread; and they that were hungry ceased: 
so that the barren hath borne seven; and she 
that hath many children is waxed feeble. 

6. The Lorp killeth, and maketh alive: he 
bringeth down to the grave, and bringeth up. 

7. The Lorp maketh poor, and maketh rich: 
he bringeth low, and lifteth up. 


8. He raiseth up the poor out of the dust, and 





y 
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AT THE DOOR. Judges xix. 26. 


at the door of the man’s house where her lord was, till it was light.” 


CHAPTER II 


ND Hannah p cayed, and said, 
4} My heart rejoiceth in the Lorn, 
| mine horn is exalted in the Lorn; 
my mouth is enlarged over mine 
enemies; because I rejoice in thy 
salvation. 
duct wwe 2. There is none holy as the 
Lorp: for there ts none besides thee: neither ts 
there any rock like our God. 

8. ‘Talk no more so exceeding proudly; let not 
arrogancy come out of your mouth: for the Lorp 








lifteth up the beggar from the dunghill, to set 
them among princes, and to make them inherit 
the throne of glory: for the pillars of the earth 
are the Lorp’s, and he hath set the world upon 
them. 

9. He will keep the feet of his saints, and the 
wicked shall be silent in darkness; for by strength 
shall no man prevail. 

10. The adversaries of the Lorp shall be 
broken to pieces; out of heaven shall he thunder 
upon them: the Lorp shall judge the ends of the 
earth; and he shall give strength unto his king, 
and exalt the horn of his anointed. 
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THE LEVITE FINDETH HIS DEAD WIFE. Judges xix. 27. 
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‘And her lord rose up in the morning, and opened the doors of the house, and went out to go his way: and, behold. 
the woman his concubine was fallen down at the door of the house, and her hands were upon the threshold.” 


‘11. And Elkanah went to Ramah to his house. 
And the child did minister unto the Lorp before 
Eli the priest. 

12. § Now the sons of Eli were sons of Belial; 
they knew not the Lorp. . 

13. And the priest’s custom with the people 
was, that, when any man offered sacrifice, the 
priest’s servant came, while the flesh was -in 
seething, with a fleshhook of three teeth in his 
hand; 

14. And he struck 7 into the pan, or ket- 
tle, or caldron, or pot; all that the fleshhook 
brought up the priest took for himself. So 
they did in Shiloh unto all the Israelites that 
came thither. Sane 

15. Also before they burnt the fat, the priest’s 
servant came, and said to the man that sacrificed, 
Give flesh to roast for the priest; for he will not 
have sodden flesh of thee, but raw. 

16. And 7 any man said unto him, Let them 
not fail to burn the fat presently, and then take as 
much as thy soul desireth; then he would answer 


him, Nay; but thou shalt give it me now: and 
if not, I will take zt by force. 

17. Wherefore the sin of the young men 
was very great before the Lorp: for men 
abhorred the offering of the Lorn. 

18. § But Samuel ministered before the Lorn, 
being a child, girded with a linen ephod. 

19. Moreover his mother made him a little 
coat, and brought 2¢ to him from year to year, 
when she came up with her husband to offer the 
yearly sacrifice. 

20. § And Eli blessed Elkanah and his wife, 
and said, The Lorp give thee seed of this woman 
for the loan which is lent to the Lorp. And 
they went unto their own home. - 

21. And the Lorp visited Hannah, so that she 
conceived, and bare three sons and two daughters. 
And the child Samuel grew before the Lorp. 

22. { Now Eli was very old, and heard all that 
his sons did unto all Israel; and how they lay 
with the women that assembled at the door of 
the tabernacle of the congregation. 
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23. And he said unto them, Why do ye such 
things? for I hear of your evil dealings by all 
this people. 

24. Nay, my sons; for zt 7s no good report 
that I hear: ye make the Lorp’s people to 
transgress. | 

25. If one man sin against another, the judge 
shall judge him: but if a man sin against the Lorp, 
who shall entreat for him? Notwithstanding, 
they hearkened not unto the voice of their father, 
because the Lorp would slay them. 

26. And the child Samuel grew on, and was 
in favour both with the Lorp, and also with 
men. 

27. § And there came a man of God unto Eli, 
and said unto him, Thus saith the Lorn, Did I 
plainly appear unto the house of thy father, 
when they were in Egypt in Pharaoh’s house? 

28. And did I choose him out of all the tribes 
of Israel to be my priest, to offer upon mine altar, 
to burn incense, to wear an ephod before me? 
and did I give unto the house of thy father 
all the offermgs made by fire of the children of 
Israel? 

29. Wherefore kick ye at my sacrifice and at 
mine offering, which I have com- 
manded in my habitation; and hon- 
ourest thy sons above me, to make 
yourselves fat with the chiefest 
of all the offerings of Israel my 
people? 

30. Wherefore the Lorp God of 
Israel saith, I said indeed that thy 
house, and the house of thy father, 
should walk before me for ever: 
but now the Lorp saith, Be it far 
from me; for them that honour me 
I will honour, and they that despise 
me shall be lightly esteemed. 

31. Behold, the days come, that 
I will cut off thine arm, and the 
arm of thy father’s house, that 
there shall not be an old man in 
thine house. 

32. And thou shalt see an ene- 
my in my habitation, in all the 
wealth which God shall give Israel: 
and there shall not be an old man 
in thine house for ever. 

33. And the man of thine, whom 
I shall not cut off from mine altar, 
shall be to consume thine eyes, and 
to grieve thine heart: and all the 
increase of thine house shall die in 
the flower of their age. 

34. And this shall be a sign unto 
thee, that shall come upon thy two 
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sons, on Hophni and Phinehas; in one day they 
shall die both of them. 

35. And I will raise me up a faithful priest, 
that shall do according to that which 7s in mine 
heart and in my mind: and I will build him a 
sure house; and he shall walk before mine 
anointed for ever. 

36. And it shall come to pass, that every one 
that is left in thine house shall come and crouch 
to him for a piece of silver and a morsel of bread, 
and shall say, Put me, I pray thee, into one of 
the priests’ offices, that I may eat a piece of bread. 


CHAPTER III 


ND the child Samuel ministered 
unto the Lorp before Eli.. And 
the word of the Lorp was pre- 
cious in those days; there was no 
Z,.\\open vision. . 

Wy] 2. And it came to pass at 
that time, when Eli was laid down 

















in his place, and his eyes began to wax dim, that 
he could not see; 
3. And ere the lamp of God went out in the 
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THE LEVITE BEFORE THE CORPSE OF HIS WIFE. Judges xix. 29. 


“And when he was come into his house, he took a knife, and laid 
hold on his concubine, and divided her, together with her bones, 
into twelve pieces, and sent her into all the coasts of Israel.” 
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temple of the Lorp, where the ark of God was, 
and Samuel was laid down to sleep; 

4. That the Lorp called Samuel: and he 
answered, Here am I. 

5. And he ran unto Eli, and said, Here am 
I; for thou calledst me. And he said, I called 
not; lie down again. And he went and lay down. 

6. And the Lorp called yet again, Samuel. 
And Samuel arose and went to El, and said, 
Here am I; for thou didst call me. And he 
answered, I called not, my son; lie down again. 

7. Now Samuel did not yet know the Lorn, 
neither was the word of the Lorp yet revealed 
unto him. 

8. And the Lorp called Samuel again the 
third time. And he arose and went to Eli, and 
said, Here am I; for thou didst call me. And 
Eli perceived that the Lorn had called the child. 

9. Therefore Eli said unto Samuel, Go, lie 
down: and it shall be, if he call thee, that thou 
shalt say, Speak, Lorn; for thy servant heareth. 
So Samuel went and lay down in his place. 

10. And the Lorp came, and stood, and 
called as at other times, Samuel, Samuel. Then 
Samuel answered, Speak; for thy servant heareth. 

11. § And the Lorp said to Samuel,Behold, 
J will do a thing in Israel, at which both the ears 
of every one that heareth it shall tingle. 

12. In that day I will perform against Eli 
all things which I have spoken concerning his 
house: when I begin, I will also make an end. 

13. For I have told him that I will judge his 
house for ever for the iniquity which he knoweth; 
because his sons made themselves vile, and he 
restrained them not. 

14. And therefore I have sworn unto the 
house of Eli, that the iniquity of Eli’s house shall 
not be purged with sacrifice nor offering for ever. 

15. 4 And Samuel lay until the morning, and 
opened the doors of the house of the Lorp. And 
Samuel feared to shew Eli the vision. 

16. Then Eli called Samuel, and said, Sam- 
uel, my son. And he answered, Here am I. 

17. And he said, What 7s the thing that the 
Lord hath said unto thee? I pray thee hide 7 
not frem me: God do so to thee, and more also, 
if thou hide any thing from me of all the things 
that he said unto thee. 

18. And Samuel told him every whit, and 
hid nothing from him. And he said, It zs the 
Lorn: let him do what seemeth him good. 

19. ¢ And Samuel grew, and the Lorp was 
with him, and did let none of his words fall to 
the ground. 

20. And all Israel from Dan even to Beer- 
sheba knew that Samuel was established to be a 
prophet of the Lorp. 


21. And the Lorp appeared again in Shiloh: 
for the Lorp revealed himself to Samuel in 


Shiloh by the word of the Lorp. 
CHAPTER IV 








IND the word of Samuel came to 
all Israel. Now Israel went out 
against the Philistines to battle, 
and pitched beside Eben-ezer: 
Z/\\and the Philistines pitched in 
S| Aphek. 

2. And the Philistines put 
themselves in array against Israel: and when 
they joined battle, Israel was smitten before the 
Philistines: and they slew of the army in the field 
about four thousand men. 

3. § And when the people were come into the 
camp, the elders of Israel said, Wherefore hath 
the Lorp smitten us to day before the Philis- 
tines? Let us fetch the ark of the covenant of 
the Lorp out of Shiloh unto us, that, when it 
cometh among us, it may save us out of the 
hand of our enemies. 

4. So the people sent to Shiloh, that they 
might bring from thence the ark of the covenant 
of the Lorp of hosts, which dwelleth between 
the cherubim: and the two sons of Eli, Hophni 
and Phinehas, were there with the ark of the 
covenant of God. 

5. And when the ark of the covenant of the 
Lorp came into the camp, all Israel shouted 
with a great shout, so that the earth rang again. 

6. . And when the Philistines heard the noise 
of the shout, they said, What meaneth the noise 
of this great shout in the camp of the Hebrews? 
And they understood that the ark of the Lorp 
was come into the camp. 

7. And the Philistines were afraid; for they 
said, God is come into the camp. And they 
said, Woe unto us! for there hath not been such 
a thing heretofore. 

8. Woe unto us! who shall deliver us out of 
the hand of these mighty Gods? these are the 
Gods that smote the Egyptians with all the 
plagues in the wilderness. 

9. Be strong, and quit yourselves like men, 
O ye Philistines, that ye be not servants unto 
the Hebrews, as they have been to you: quit 
yourselves like men, and fight. 

10. § And the Philistines fought, and Israel 
was smitten, and they fled every man into his 
tent: and there was a very great slaughter; for 
there fell of Israel thirty thousand footmen. 

11. And the ark of God was taken; and the 
two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, were 
slain. 
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THE ISRAELITES DECLARE VENGEANCE. Judges xx. 8. 
“And all the people arose as one man, saying, We will not any of 
us go to his tent, neither will we any of us turn into his house.” 


12. § And there ran a man of Benjamin out 
of the army, and came to Shiloh the same day 
with his clothes rent, and with earth upon his 
head. 

13. And when he came, lo, Eli sat upon a seat 
by the way side watching: for his heart trembled 
for the ark of God. And when the man came 
into the city, and told 7, all the city cried out. 

14. And when Eli heard the noise of the cry- 
ing, he said, What meaneth the noise of this tumult? 
And the man came in hastily, and told Eli. 

15. Now Eli was ninety and eight years old; 
and his eyes were dim, that he could not see. 

16. And the man said unto Eli, I am he that 
came out of the army, and I fled to day out of the 
army. And he said, What is there done, my son? 

(II-8) 


17. And the messenger answered and said, 
Israel is fled before the Philistines, and there 
hath been also a great slaughter among the people, 
and thy two sons also, Hophni and Pincha 
are dead, and the ark of God is taken. 

18. And it came to pass, when he made men- 
tion of the ark of God, that he fell from off the 
seat backward by the side of the gate, and his 
neck brake, and he died: for he was an old man, 
and heavy. And he had judged Israel forty years. 

19. § And his daughter in law, Phinehas’ 
wife, was with child, near to be delivered: and 
when she heard the tidings that the ark of God 
was taken, and that her father in law and her 
husband were dead, she bowed herself and 
travailed; for her pains came upon her. 
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So the children of Benjamin saw that they were smitten: for the men of Israel gave place to 
the Benjamites, because they trusted unto the liers in wait which they had set beside Gibeah.” 


20. And about the time of her death the 
women that stood by her said unto her, Fear not; 
for thou hast borne ason. But she answered not, 
neither did she regard it. ae Ace 

21. And she named the child I-chabod, 
saying, ‘The glory is departed . from. Israel: 
because the ark of God was taken, and because 
of her father in law and her husband. 

22, And she said, The glory is departed from 
Israel: for the ark of God is taken. 


CHAPTER V 


ND the Philistines took the ark 
of God, and brought it from 
Eben-ezer unto Ashdod. 

2. When the Philistines took 
the ark of God, they brought it 
into the house of Dagon, and set 
it by Dagon. 

3. § And when they of Ashdod arose early on 
the morrow, behold, Dagon was fallen upon his 
face to the earth before the ark of the Lorp. 























And they took Dagon, and set him in his place 
again. 

4. And when they arose early on the morrow 
morning, behold, Dagon was fallen upon his face 
to the ground before the ark of the Lorp; and the 
head of Dagon and both the palms of his hands 
were cut off upon the threshold; only the stump of 
Dagon was left to him. 

5. Therefore neither the priests of Dagon, 
nor any that come into Dagon’s house, tread on 
the threshold of Dagon in Ashdod unto this day. 

6. But the hand of the Lorp was heavy upon 
them of Ashdod, and he destroyed them, and 
smote them with emerods, even Ashdod and the 
coasts thereof. ; 

7. And when the men of Ashdod saw that it 
was so, they said, The ark of the God of Israel 


shall not abide with us: for his hand is sore upon 


us, and upon Dagon our god. 

8. ‘They sent therefore and gathered all the 
lords of the Philistines unto them, and _ said, 
What shall we do with the ark of the God of 
Israel? And they answered, Let the ark of the 
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God of Israel be carried about unto Gath. And 
they carried the ark of the God of Israel about 
thither. 

9. And it was so, that, after they had carried 
it about, the hand of the Lorp was against the 
city with a very great destruction: and he smote 
the men of the city, both small and great, and 
they had emerods in their secret parts. 

10. § Therefore they sent the ark of God to 
Ekron. And it came to pass, as the ark of God 
came to Ekron, that the Ekronites cried out, say- 
ing, They have brought about the ark of the God 
of Israel to us, to slay us and our people. 

11. So they sent and gathered together all 
the lords of the Philistines, and said, Send away 
the ark of the God of Israel, and let it go again to 
his own place, that it slay us not, and our people: 


ark of the Lorp? tell us wherewith we shall send 
it to his place. 

3. And they said, If ye send away the ark of 
the God of Israel, send it not empty; but in any 
wise return him a trespass offering: then ye shall 
be healed, and it shall be known to you why his 
hand is not removed from you. 

4. ‘Then said they, What shall be the trespass 
offering which we shall return to him? They 
answered, Five golden emerods, and five golden 
mice, according to the number of the lords of the 
Philistines: for one plague was on you all, and on 
your lords. 

5. Wherefore ye shall make images of your 
emerods, and images of your mice that mar the 
land; and ye shall give glory unto the God of 
Israel: peradventure he will lighten his hand from 
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THE VIRGINS OF SHILOH SURPRISED. Judges xxi. 23. 


“And the children of Benjamin did so, and took them wives, according 
to their number, of them that danced. whom they caught.” 


for there was a deadly destruction throughout all 
the city; the hand of God was very heavy there. 

12. And the men that died not were smitten 
with the emerods: and the cry of the city 
went up to heaven. 


CHAPTER VI 


1. And the ark of the Lorp was in the 
country of the Philistines seven months. 
2. And the Philistines called for the priests 
and the diviners, saying, What shall we do to the 
(II-8*) 


ae you, and from off your gods, and from off your 
and. 

6. Wherefore then do ye harden your hearts, 
as the Egyptians and Pharaoh hardened their 
hearts? when he had wrought wonderfully among 
them, did they not let the people go, and they 
departed? 

7. Now therefore make a new cart, and take 
two milch kine, on which there hath come no 
yoke, and tie the kine to the cart, and bring their 
calves home from them: 

8. And take the ark of the Lorp, and lay it 
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Ruth i. 20 


“And she said-unto them, Call me not Naomi, call me 
Mara: for the Almighty hath dealt very bitterly with me.” 


upon the cart; and put the jewels of f gold, which 
ye return him jor a trespass offering, in a coffer 
by the side thereof; and send it away, that it 
may go. 

9. And see, if it goeth up by the way of his 
own coast to Beth-shemesh, then he hath done us 
this great evil: but if not, then we shall know 
that 7 7s not his hand that smote us; it was a 
chance that happened to us. 

10. § And the men did so; and took two milch 
kine, and tied them to the cart, and shut up their 
calves at home: 

11. And they laid the ark of the Lorp upon 
the cart, and the coffer with the mice of gold and 
the images of their emerods. 

12, And the kine took the straight way to 
the way of Beth-shemesh, and went along the 
highway, lowing. as they went, and ananen not 
aside to the right hand or to the left: and the lords 
of the Philistines went after them unto the border 
of Beth-shemesh. 


13. And they of Beth-shemesh were reaping 
their wheat harvest in the valley: and they lifted 
up their eyes, and saw the ark, and rejoiced to 
see it. 

14. And the cart came into the field of Joshua, 
a Beth-shemite, and stood there, where there was 
a great stone: and they clave the wood of the cart, 
and offered the kine a burnt offering unto the 
Lorp. 

15. And the Levites took down the ark of the 
Lorp, and the coffer that was with it, wherein 
the jewels of gold were, and put them on the great 
stone: and the men of Beth-shemesh offered burnt 
offerings and sacrificed sacrifices the same day 
unto the Lorp. 

16. And when the five lords of the Philis- 
tines had seen it, they returned to Ekron the 
same day. 

17. And these are the golden emerods which 
the Philistines returned for a trespass offering 


oD 
unto the Lorp; for Ashdod one, for Gaza 
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RUTH GLEANING. Ruth ii. 7. 


“And she said, I pray you, let me glean and gather after the reapers among the sheaves: so she 


came, and hath continued even from the morning until now, that she tarried a little in the house.” 


one, for Askelon one, for Gath one, for Ekron 
one; 

18. And the golden mice, according to the 
number of all the cities of the Philistines belong- 
ing to the five lords, both of fenced cities, and of 
country villages, even unto the great stone of 
Abel, whereon they set down the ark of the Lorn: 
which stone remaineth unto this day in the field of 
Joshua, the Beth-shemite. 

19. § And he smote the men of Beth- 
shemesh, because they had looked into the 
ark of the Lorp, even he smote of the peo- 
ple fifty thousand and threescore and ten men: 
and the people lamented, because the Lorp 
had smitten many of the people with a great 
slaughter. 

20. And the men of Beth-shemesh said, Who 
is able to stand before this holy Lorp God? and 
to whom shall he go up from us? 

21. § And they sent messengers to the inhab- 
itants of Kirjath-jearim, saying, The Philistines 
have brought again the ark of the Lorp; come ye 
down, and fetch it up to you. 


CHAPTER VII. 


ND the men of Kirjath-jearim 
came, and fetched up the ark 
of the Lorp, and brought it 
into the house of Abinadab in 
ithe hill, and sanctified Eleazar 
his son to keep the ark of the 
See ey LOD, 

2. And it came to pass, while the ark abode 
in Kirjath-jearim, that the time was long; for 
it was twenty years: and all the house of Israel 
lamented after the Lorp. 

3. § And Samuel spake unto all the house of 
Israel, saying, If ye do return unto the Lorp with 
all your hearts, then put away the strange gods 
and Ashtaroth from among you, and prepare 
your hearts unto the Lorp, and serve him only: 
and he will deliver you out of the hand of the 
Philistines. 

4. Then the children of Israel did put away 
Baalim and Ashtaroth, and served the Lorp 


only. 








364 I SAMUEL 





5. And Samuel said, Gather all Israel to 
Mizpeh, and I will pray for you unto the Lorp. 

6. And they gathered together to Mizpeh, and 
drew water, and poured 7¢ out before the Lorp, 
and fasted on that day, and said there, We have 
sinned against the Lorp. And Samuel judged 
the children of Israel in Mizpeh. 

7. And when the Philistines heard that the 
children of Israel were gathered together to Miz- 
peh, the lords of the Philistines went up against 
Israel. And when the children of Israel heard 7, 
they were afraid of the Philistines. 

8. And the children of Israel said to Samuel, 
Cease not to cry unto the Lorp our God for 
us, that he will save us out of the hand of the 
Philistines. 

9. § And Samuel took a sucking lamb, and 
offered zt for a burnt offering wholly unto the 
Lorp: and Samuel cried unto the Lorp for 
Israel; and the Lord heard him. 

10. And as Samuel was offering up the burnt 
offering, the Philistines drew near to battle 
against Israel: but the Lorp thundered with a 
great thunder on that day upon the Philistines, 
and discomfited them; and they were smitten 
before Israel. 

11. And the men of Israel went out of Mizpeh, 
and pursued the Philistines, and smote them, 
until they came under Beth-car. 

12. Then Samuel took a stone, and set it 
between Mizpeh and Shen, and called the name 
of it Eben-ezer, saying, Hitherto hath the Lorp 
helped us. 

13. § So the Philistines were subdued, and they 
came no more into the coast of Israel: and the 
hand of the Lorp was against the Philistines all 
the days of Samuel. 

14. And the cities which the Philistines had 
taken from Israel were restored to Israel, from 
Ekron even unto Gath; and the coasts thereof did 
Israel deliver out of the hands of the Philistines. 
And there was peace between Israel and the 
Amorites. 

15. And Samuel judged Israel all the days of 
his life. 

16. _ And he went from year to year in circuit 
to Beth-el, and Gilgal, and Mizpeh, and judged 
Israel in all those places. 

17. And his return was to Ramah; for there 
was his house; and there he judged Israel; and 
there he built an altar unto the Lorp. 


CHAPTER VIII 


1. And it came to pass, when Samuel was old, - 


that he made his sons judges over Israel. 
2. Now the name of his firstborn was Joel; 


and the name of his second, Abiah: they were 
judges in Beer-sheba. 

3. And his sons walked not in his ways, but 
turned aside after lucre, and took bribes, and 
perverted judgment. 

4. Then all the elders of Israel gathered 
themselves together, and came to Samuel unto 
Ramah, : 

5. And said unto him, Behold, thou art old, 
and thy sons walk not in thy ways: now make us 
a king to judge us like all the nations. 

6. § But the thing displeased Samuel, when 
they said, Give us a king to judge us. And 
Samuel prayed unto the Lorp. 

7. And the Lorp said unto Samuel, Hearken 
unto the voice of the people in all that they say 
unto thee: for they have not rejected thee, but 
they have rejected me, that I should not reign 
over them. 

8. According to all the works which they 
have done since the day that I brought them up 
out of Egypt even unto this day, wherewith 
they have forsaken me, and served other gods, 
so do they also unto thee. 

9. Now therefore hearken unto their voice: 
howbeit yet protest solemnly unto them, and 
shew them the manner of the king that shall 
reign over them. 

10. §¢ And Samuel told all the words of the 
Lorp unto the people that asked of him a king. 

11. And he said, This will be the manner 
of the king that shall reign over you: He will take 
your sons, and appoint them for himself, for his 
chariots, and to be his horsemen; and some shall 
run before his chariots. 

12. And he will appoint him captains over 
thousands, and captains over fifties; and will 
set them to ear his ground, and to reap his har- 
vest, and to make his instruments of war, and 
instruments of his chariots. 

13. And he will take your daughters to 
be confectionaries, and to be cooks, and to be 
bakers. 

14. And he will take your fields, and your 
vineyards, and your olive yards, even the best 
of them, and give them to his servants. 

15. And he will take the tenth of your seed, 
and of your vineyards, and give to his officers, 
and to his servants. 

16. And he will take your menservants, 
and your maidservants, and your goodliest young 
men, and your asses, and put them to his work. 

17. He will take the tenth of your sheep: and 
ye shall be his servants. 

18. And ye shall cry out in that day because 
of your king which ye shall have chosen you; 
and the Lorp will not hear you in that day. 
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“And it came to pass at midnight, that the man was afraid, 
and turned himself: and, behold, a woman lay at his feet.” 


19. {| Nevertheless the people refused to obey 
the voice of Samuel; and they said, Nay; but 
we will have a king over us; 

20. ‘That we also may be like all the nations; 
and that our king may judge us, and go out 
before us, and fight our battles. 

21. And Samuel heard all the words of the 
people, and he rehearsed them in the ears of the 
Lorp. 

22. And the Lorp said to Samuel, Hearken 
unto their voice, and make them a king. And 
Samuel said unto the men of Israel, Go ye every 
man unto his city. 


CHAPTER IX 


1. Now there was a man of Benjamin, whose 
name was Kish, the son of Abiel, the son of 
Zeror, the son of Bechorath, the son of Aphiah, 
a Benjamite, a mighty man of power. 

2. And he had a son, whose name was Saul, 
a choice young man, and a goodly: and there was 


not among the children of Israel a goodlier per- 
son than he: from his shoulders and upward he 
was higher than any of the people. 

3. And the asses of Kish Saul’s father were 
lost. And Kish said to Saul his son, Take now 
one of the servants with thee, and arise, go séek 
the asses. 

4. And he passed through mount Ephraim, 
and passed through the land of Shalisha, but they 
found them not: then they passed through the 
land of Shalim, and there they were not: and he 
passed through the land of the Benjamites, 
but they found them not. 

5. And when they were come to the land of 
Zuph, Saul said to his servant that was with him, 
Come, and let us return; lest my father leave 
caring for the asses, and take thought for us. 

6. And he said unto him, Behold now, there 
is in this city a man of God, and he is an honour- 
able man; all that he saith cometh surely to 
pass: now let us go thither; peradventure he 
can shew us our way that we should go. 
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7. ‘Then said Saul to his servant, But, behold, 
if we go, what shall we bring the man? for the 
bread is spent in our vessels, and there ws not 
a present to bring to the man of God: what 
have we? 

gs. And the servant answered Saul again, 
and said, Behold, I have here at hand the fourth 
part of a shekel of silver: that will I give to the 
man of God, to tell us our way. 

9. (Beforetime in Israel, when a man went to 
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“Also he said, Bring the vail that thow hast upon thee, and 


hold it. And when she held it, he measured six measures - 


of barley, and laid zt on her: and she went into the city.” 


inquire ef God, thus he spake, Come, and let us 
go to the seer: for he that 1s now called a Prophet 
was beforetime called a Seer.) 

10. ‘Then said Saul to his servant, Well said; 
come, let us go. So they went unto the city 
where the man of God was. 

11. | And as they went up the hill to the city, 
they found young maidens going out to draw 
water, and said unto them, Is the seer here? 

12. And they answered them, and said, He 
is; behold, he 1s before you: make haste now, 


for he came to day to the city; for there ws a 
sacrifice of the people to day in the high place: 

13. As soon as ye be come into the city, ye 
shall straightway find him, before he go up to the 
high place to eat: for the people will not eat until 
he come, because he doth bless the sacrifice; and 
afterwards they eat that be bidden. Now 
therefore get you up; for about this time ye 
shall find him. 

14. And they went up into the city: and 
when they were come into the city, behold, - 
Samuel came out against them, for to go up to 
the high place. 

15. § Now the Lorp had told Samuel in 
his ear a day before Saul came, saying, 

16. To morrow about this time I will send 
thee a man out of the land of Benjamin, and 
thou shalt anoint him to be captain over my 
people Israel, that he may save my people out 
of the hand of the Philistines: for I have 
looked upon my people, because their cry is 
come unto me. 

17. And when Samuel saw Saul, the Lorpb 
said unto him, Behold the man whom I spake 
to thee of! this same shall reign over my people. 

18. Then Saul drew near to Samuel in the 
gate, and said, Tell me, I pray thee, where the 
seer’s house 1s. 

19. And Samuel answered Saul, and said, I 
am the seer: go up before me unto the high place; 
for ye shall eat with me to day, and to morrow 
I will let thee go, and will tell thee all that zs in 
thine heart. 

20. And as for thine asses that were lost three 
days ago, set not thy mind on them; for they are 
found. And on whom 2s all the desire of Israel? 
Is it not on thee, and on all thy father’s house? 

21. And Saul answered and said, Am not I 
a Benjamite, of the smallest of the tribes of Israel ? 
and my family the least of all the families of the 
tribe of Benjamin? wherefore then speakest thou 
so to me? 

22. And Samuel took Saul and his servant, 
and brought them into the parlour, and made them 
sit in the chiefest place among them that were 
bidden, which were about thirty persons. 

23. And Samuel said unto the cook, Bring 
the portion which I gave thee, of which I said 


- unto thee, Set it by thee. 


24. And the cook took up the shoulder, and 
that which was upon it, and set i before Saul. 
And Samuel said, Behold, that which is left! 
set it before thee, and eat: for unto this time 
hath it been kept for thee since I said, I have 
invited the people. So Saul did eat with 
Samuel that day. 

25. § And when they were come down from 
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the high place into the city, Samuel communed 
with Saul upon the top of the house. 

26. And they arose early: and it came to pass 
about the spring of the day, that Samuel called 
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3. ‘Then shalt thou go on forward from thence, 
and thou shalt come to the plain of Tabor, and 
there shall meet thee three men going up to God 
to Beth-el, one carrying three kids, and another 
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THE ELDERS AT THE GATE. Ruth iv. 8. 


“Therefore the kinsman said unto Boaz, Buy zt for thee. So he drew off his shoe.” 


Saul to the top of the house, saying, Up, that I 
may send thee away. And Saul arose, and they 
went out both of them, he and Samuel, abroad. 

27. And as they were going down to the end 
of the city, Samuel said to Saul, Bid the servant 
pass on before us, (and_he passed on,) but stand 
thou still a while, that I may shew thee the word 
of God. 

CHAPTER X 


SIHEN Samuel took a vial of oil, 
and poured zt upon his head, and 
kissed him, and said, Js i not 
because the Lorp hath anointed 
A\\thee to be captain over his 
Ni inheritance? 

tes "} 2. When thou art departed 
from me to day, then thou shalt find two men 
by Rachel’s sepulchre in the border of Benjamin 
at Zelzah; and they will say unto thee, The 
asses which thou wentest to seek are found: 
and, lo, thy father hath left the care of the asses, 
and sorroweth for you, saying, What shall I do 
for my son? 

(1I-9) 





carrying three loaves of bread, and another 
carrying a bottle of wine: ; 

4. And they will salute thee, and give thee 
two loaves of bread; which thou shalt receive 
of their hands. * 

5. After that thou shalt come to the hill of 
God, where is the garrison of the Philistines: 
and it shall come to pass, when thou art come 
thither to the city, that thou shalt meet a com- 
pany of prophets coming down from the high 
place with a psaltery, and a tabret, and a pipe, 
and a harp, before them; and they shall prophesy: 

6. And the Spirit of the Lorp will come 
upon thee, and thou shalt prophesy with them, 
and shalt be turned into another man. 

7. And let it be, when these signs are come 
unto thee, that thou do as occasion serve thee; 
for God is with thee. 

8. And thou shalt go down before me to 
Gilgal; and, behold, I will come down unto thee, 
to offer burnt offerings, and to sacrifice sacrifices 
of peace offerings: seven days shalt thou tarry, 
till I come to thee, and shew thee what thou 


shalt do. 
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9. § And it was so, that, when he had turned 
his back to go from Samuel, God gave him 
another heart: and all those signs came to pass 
that day. 

10. And when they came thither to the hill, 
behold, a company of prophets met him; and 
the Spirit of God came upon him, and_ he 
prophesied among them. 

11. And it came to pass, when all that knew 
him beforetime saw that, behold, he prophesied 
among the prophets, then the people said one to 
another, What ¢s this that is come unto the son 
of Kish? Js Saul also among the prophets? 

12. And one of the same place answered 
and said, But who ts their father? ‘Therefore 
it became a proverb, Js Saul also among the 
prophets? 

13. And when he had made an end of prophe- 
sying, he came to the high place. 

14. § And Saul’s uncle said unto him and to 
his servant, Whither went ye? And he said, 
To seek the asses: and when we saw that they 
were no where, we came to Samuel. 

15. And-Saul’s uncle said, Tell me, I pray 
thee, what Samuel said unto you. 

16. And Saul said unto his uncle, He told us 
plainly that the asses were found. But of the 
matter of the kingdom, whereof Samuel spake, 
he told him not. 

17. § And Samuel called the people together 
unto the Lorp to Mizpeh; 

18. And said unto the children of Israel, 
Thus saith the Lorp God of Israel, I brought 
up Israel out of Egypt, and delivered you 
out of the hand of the Egyptians, and out 
of the hand of all kingdoms, and of them that 
oppressed you: 

19. And ye have this day rejected your God, 
who himself saved you out of all your adversities 
and your tribulations; and ye have said unto 
him, Nay, but set a king over us. Now there- 
fore present yourselves before the Lorp by 
your tribes, and by your thousands. 

20. And when Samuel had caused all the 
tribes of Israel to come near, the tribe of 
Benjamin was taken. 

21. When he had caused the tribe of Benja- 
min to come near by their families, the family of 
Matri was taken, and Saul the son of Kish was 
taken: and when they sought him, he could not 
be found. 

22.- ‘Therefore they inquired of the Lorp 
further, if the man should yet come thither. And 
the Lorp answered, Behold, he hath hid himself 
among the stuff. 

23. And they ran and fetched him thence: 
and when he stood among the people, he was 


higher than any of the people from his shoulders 
and upward. 

24. And Samuel said to all the people, See ye 
him whom the Lorp hath chosen, that there ts 
none like him among all the people? And all the 
people shouted, and said, God save the king. 

25. ‘Then Samuel told the people the manner 
of the kingdom, and wrote zt in a book, and laid 
it up before the Lorp. And Samuel sent all the 
people away, every man to his house. 

26. § And Saul also went home to Gibeah; 
and there went with him a band of men, whose 
hearts God had touched. 

27. But the children of Belial said, How shall 
this man save us? And they despised him, and 
brought him no presents. But he held his peace. 


CHAPTER XI 








HEN Nahash the Ammonite 
came up, and encamped against 
Jabesh-gilead: and all. the men 
of Jabesh said unto Nahash, 
Make a covenant with us, and 
we will serve thee. 
ewe} §62. And Nahash the Ammon- 
ite answered them, On this condition will I make 
a covenant with you, that I may thrust out all 
your right eyes, and lay it for a reproach upon all 
Israel. 

3. And the elders of Jabesh said unto him, 
Give us seven days’ respite, that we may send 
messengers unto all the coasts of Israel: and 
then, if there be no man to save us, we will come 
out to thee. . 

4. § Then came the messengers to Gibeah of 
Saul, and told the tidings in the ears of the people: 
and all the people lifted up their voices, and wept. 

5. And, behold, Saul came after the herd out of 
the field; and Saul said, What azleth the people 
that they weep? And they told him the tidings 
of the men of Jabesh. 

6. And the Spirit of God came upon Saul 
when he heard those tidings, and his anger was 
kindled greatly. 

7. And he took a yoke of oxen, and hewed 
them in pieces, and sent them throughout all the 
coasts of Israel by the hands of messengers, say- 
ing, Whosoever cometh not forth after Saul and 
after Samuel, so shall it be done unto his oxen. 
And the fear of the Lorp fell on the people, and 
they came out with one consent. 

8. And when he numbered them in Bezek, 
the children of Israel were three hundred 
thousand, and the men of Judah thirty thousand. 

9. And they said unto the messengers that 
came, Thus shall ye say unto the men of Jabesh- 
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“And it came to pass, as she continued praying before the Lorn, that Eli marked her mouth. 
Now Hannah, she spake in her heart; only her lips moved, but her voice was not heard.” 


gilead, To morrow, by that time the sun be hot, 
ye shall have help. And the messengers came 
and shewed it to the men of Jabesh; and they 
were plad. 

10. Therefore the men of Jabesh said, To 
morrow we will come out unto you, and ye shall 
do with us all that seemeth good unto you. 

11. And it was so on the morrow, that Saul 
put the people in three companies; and they came 
into the midst of the host in the morning watch, 
and slew the Ammonites until the heat of the day: 
and it came to pass, that they which remained 
were scattered, so that two of them were not left 
together. 

12. § And the people said unto Samuel, Who 
is he that said, Shall Saul reign over us? bring the 
men, that we may put them to death. 

13. And Saul said, There shall not a man be 
put to death this day: for to day the Lorp hath 
wrought salvation in Israel. 

14. Then said Samuel to the people, Come, 
and let us go to Gilgal, and renew the kingdom 
there. 

(II-9*) 


15. And all the people went to Gilgal; and 
there they made Saul king before the Lorp in 
Gilgal; and there they sacrificed sacrifices of peace 
offerings before the Lorp; and there Saul and all 
the men of Israel rejoiced greatly. 


CHAPTER XII 


ND Samuel said unto all Israel, 
Behold, I have hearkened unto 
%\| your voice in all that ye said 
| unto me, and have made a king 
| over you. 
2. And now, behold, the king 
: ewww ~') walketh before you: and I am 
old and grayheaded; and, behold, my sons are 
with you: and I have walked before you from my 
childhood unto this day. 

3. Behold, here I am: witness against me 
before the Lorp, and before his anointed: whose 
ox have I taken? or whose ass have I taken? or 
whom have I defrauded? whom have I oppressed? 
or of whose hand have I received any Bribe to 





370 I SAMUEL 





blind mine eyes therewith? and I will restore 
it you. 

4. And they said, Thou has not defrauded us, 
nor oppressed us, neither hast thou taken aught 
of any man’s hand. 

5. And he said unto them, The Lorp 7s wit- 
ness against you, and his anointed 7s witness this 


day, that ye have not found aught in my hand. 


And they answered, He vs witness. 

6. § And Samuel said unto the people, It is 
the Lorp that advanced Moses and Aaron, and 
that brought your fathers up out of the land of 
Egypt. : 

7. Now therefore stand still, that I may rea- 
son with you before the Lorp of all the righteous 
acts of the Lorp, which he did to you and to your 
fathers. 

8. When Jacob was come into Egypt, and 
your fathers cried unto the Lorn, then the Lorp 
sent Moses and Aaron, which brought forth your 
fathers out of Egypt, and made them dwell in 
this place. 

9. And when they forgat the Lorn their God, 
he sold them into the hand of Sisera, captain of 
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the host of Hazor, and into the hand of the Philis- 
tines, and into the hand of the king of Moab, and 
they fought against them. 

10. And they cried unto the Lorp, and said, 
We have sinned, because we have forsaken the 
Lorp, and have served Baalim and Ashtaroth: 
but now deliver us out of the hand of our enemies, 
and we will serve thee. 

11. And the Lorp sent Jerubbaal, and 
Bedan, and Jephthah, and Samuel, and delivered 
you out of the hand of -your enemies on every 
side, and ye dwelt safe. 

12. And when ye saw that Nahash the king 
of the children of Ammon came against you, ye 
said unto me, Nay; but a king shall reign over 
us: when the Lorp your God was your king. 

13. Now therefore, behold the king whom ye 
have chosen, and whom ye have desired! and, 
behold, the Lorp hath set a king over you. 

14. If ye will fear the Lorp, and serve him, 
and obey his voice, and not rebel against the 
commandment of the Lorp; then shall both ye 
and also the king that reigneth over you continue 
following the Lorp your God: 

15. But if ye will not obey the voice of the 
Lorp, but rebel against the commandment of the 
Lorp; then shall the hand of the Lorp be against 
you, as v# was against your fathers. 

16. § Now therefore stand and see this great 
thing, which the Lorn will do before your eyes. 

17. Is a not wheat harvest to day? I will 
call unto the Lorp, and he shall send thunder and 
rain; that ye may perceive and see that your 
wickedness 7s great, which ye have done in the 
sight of the Lorp, in asking you a king. 

18. So Samuel called unto the Lorp; and the 
Lorp sent thunder and rain that day: and all the 
people greatly feared the Lorp and Samuel. 

19. And all the people said unto Samuel, 


Pray for thy servants unto the Lorp thy God, - 


that we die not: for we have added unto all our 
sins this evil, to ask us a king. 

20. 4 And Samuel said unto the people, Fear 
not: ye have done all this wickedness: yet turn 
not aside from following the Lorp, but serve the 
Lorp with all your heart; 

21. And turn ye not aside: for then should ye 
go after vain things, which cannot profit nor 
deliver; for they are vain. 

22. For the Lorn will not forsake his people 
for his great name’s sake: because it hath 
pleased the Lorp to make you his people. 

23. Moreover as for me, God forbid that I 
should sin against the Lorp in ceasing to pray 
for you: but I will teach you the good and the 
right way: 

24. Only fear the Lorp, and serve him in 
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truth with all your heart: for consider how great 
things he hath done for you. 

25. But if ye shall still do wickedly, ye 
shall be consumed, both ye and your king. 


J. James Tissot. 


ELI SENDETH OUT SAMUEL. 


Israel also was had in abomination with the 


Philistines. And the people were called together 


after Saul to Gilgal. 


5. § And the Philistines gathered themselves 
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“Therefore Eli said unto Samuel, Go, lie down: and it shall be, if he call thee, that thou shalt 


say, Speak, Lorn; for thy servant heareth. 
CHAPTER XIII 


sae) \UL reigned one year; and when 
he had reigned two years over 
Israel, 

2. Saul chose him three thou- 
sand men of Israel; whereof two 
thousand were with Saul in 
| Michmash and in mount Beth-el, 
and a thousand were with Jonathan in Gibeah 
of Benjamin: and the rest of the people he sent 
every man to his tent. 

3. And Jonathan smote the garrison of the 
Philistines that was in Geba, and the Philistines 
heard of it. And Saul blew the trumpet through- 
out all the land, saying, Let the Hebrews hear. 

4. And all Israel heard say that Saul had 
smitten a garrison of the Philistines, and that 








So Samuel went and lay down in his place.” 


together to fight with Israel, thirty thousand 
chariots, and six thousand horsemen, and people 
as the sand which zs on the sea shore in mul- 
titude: and they came up, and pitched in 
Michmash, eastward from Beth-aven. 

6. When the men of Israel saw that they were 
in a strait, (for the people were distressed,) then 
the people did hide thaiated in caves, and 
in thickets, and in rocks, and in high places, and 
in pits. 

7. And some of the Hebrews went over Jordan 
to the land of Gad and Gilead. As for Saul, he 
was yet in Gilgal, and all the people followed him 
trembling. 

8. § And he tarried seven days, according to 
the set time that Samuel had appointed: but 
Samuel came not to Gilgal; and the people were 
scattered from him. 
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off the seat backward by the side of the gate, and his neck brake, and he died.” 


9. And Saul said, Bring hither a burnt offer- 
ing to me, and peace offerings. And he offered 
the burnt offering. = 

10. And it came to pass, that as soon as he 
had made an end of offering the burnt offering, 
behold, Samuel came; and Saul went out to meet 
him, that he might salute him. 

11. § And Samuel said, What hast thou done? 
And Saul said, Because I saw that the people were 
scattered from me, and that thou camest not 
within the days appointed, and that the Philistines 
gathered themselves together at Michmash; 

12. Therefore said I, The Philistines will 
come down now upon me to Gilgal, and I have 
not made supplication unto the Lorp: I forced 
myself therefore, and offered a burnt offering. 

138. And Samuel said to Saul, Thou hast done 
foolishly: thou hast not kept the commandment 
of the Lorp thy God, which he commanded thee: 
for now would the Lorp have established thy 
kingdom upon Israel for ever. 

14. But now thy kingdom shall not continue: 
the Lorp hath sought him a man after his own 
heart, and the Lorp hath commanded him fo be 
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captain over his people, because 
thou has not kept that which the 
Lorp commanded thee. 

15. And Samuel arose, and gat 
him up from Gilgal unto Gibeah 
of Benjamin. And Saul numbered 
the people that were present with 
him, about six hundred men. 

16. And Saul, and Jonathan 
his son, and the people that were 

resent with them, abode in 
Gibeah of Benjamin: but the 
Philistines encamped in Mich- 
mash. 

17. § And the spoilers came 
out of the camp of the Philistines 
in three companies: one com- 
pany turned unto the way that 
leadeth to Ophrah, unto the land 
of Shual: 

18. And another company 
turned the way to Beth-horon: and 
another company turned to the 
way of the border that looketh 
to the valley of Zeboim toward 
the wilderness. 

19. § Now there was no smith 
found throughout all the land of 
Israel: for the Philistines said, 
~ Lest the Hebrews make them 

swords or spears: 

20. But all the Israelites went 
: down to the Philistines, to sharpen 
every man his share, and his coulter, and his 
axe, and his mattock. 

21. Yet they had a file for the mattocks, and 
for the coulters, and for the forks, and for the 


axes, and to sharpen the goads. 


22. So it came to pass in the day of battle, 
that there was neither sword nor spear found in 
the hand of any of the people that were with Saul 
and Jonathan: but with Saul and with Jonathan 
his son was there found. 

23. And the garrison of the Philistines went 
out to the passage of Michmash. 


CHAPTER XIV 








OW it came to pass upon a day, 
| that Jonathan the son of Saul 
said unto the young man that 
bare his armour, Come, and let 
us go over to the Philistines’ gar- 
rison, that 7s on the other side. 
=! But he told not his father. 

2. And Saul tarried in the uttermost part of 
Gibeah under a pomegranate tree which is in 
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Migron: and the people that were with him were 
about six hundred men; 

3. And Ahiah, the son of Ahitub, I-chabod’s 
brother, the son of Phinehas, the son of Eli, the 
Lorp’s priest in Shiloh, wearing an ephod. And 
the people knew not that Jonathan was gone. 

4. § And between the passages, by which 
Jonathan sought to go over unto the Philistines’ 
garrison, there was a sharp rock on the one side, 
and a sharp rock on the other side: and the name 
of the one was Bozez, and the name of the other 
Seneh. 

5. ‘The forefront of the one was situate north- 
ward over against Michmash, and the other 
southward over against Gibeah. 

6. And Jonathan said to the young man that 
bare his armour, Come, and let us go over unto 
the garrison of these uncircumcised: it may be 
that the Lorp will work for us: for there is no 
restraint to the Lorp to save by many or by few. 


7. And his armourbearer said unto him, Do 
all that 2s in thy heart: turn thee; behold, I am 
with thee according to thy heart. 

8. ‘Then said Jonathan, Behold, we will pass 
over unto these men, and we will discover 
ourselves unto them. 

9. Ifthey say thus unto us, Tarry until we 
come to you; then we will stand still in our place, 
and will not go up unto them. 

10. But if they say thus, Come up unto us; 
then we will go up: for the Lorp hath delivered 
them into our hand; and this shall be a sign 
unto us. 

11. And both of them discovered themselves 
unto the garrison of the Philistines: and the 
Philistines said, Behold, the Hebrews come forth 
out of the holes where they had hid themselves. 

12. And the men of the garrison answered 
Jonathan and his armourbearer, and said, Come 
up to us, and we will shew you a thing. And 
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Jonathan said unto his armourbearer, Come up 
after me: for the Lorp hath delivered them into 
the hand of Israel. 

13. And Jonathan climbed up upon his hands 
and upon his feet, and his armourbearer after him: 
and. they fell before Jonathan; and his armour- 
bearer slew after him. 

14. And that first slaughter, which Jonathan 
and his armourbearer made, was about twenty 
men, within as it were a half acre of land, which a 
yoke of oxen might plough. 

15. And there was trembling in the host, in 
the field, and among all the people: the garrison, 
and the spoilers, they also trembled, and the 
earth quaked: so it was a very great trembling. 

16. And the watchmen of Saul in Gibeah of 
Benjamin looked; and, behold, the multitude 
melted away, and they went on beating down one 
another. 

17. Then said Saul unto the people that were 
with him, Number now, and see who is gone from 
us. And when they had numbered, behold, 
Jonathan and his armourbearer were not there. 

18. And Saul said unto Ahiah, Bring hither 
the ark of God. For the ark of God was at 
that time with the children of Israel. 

19. § And it came to pass, while Saul talked 
unto the priest, that the noise that was in the host 
of the Philistines went on and increased: and Saul 
said unto the priest, Withdraw thine hand. 

20. And Saul and all the people that were with 
him assembled themselves, and they came to the 
battle: and, behold, every man’s sword was 
against. his fellow, and there was a very great 
discomfiture. 

21. Moreover, the Hebrews that were with 
the Philistines before that time, which went up 
with them into the camp from the country round 
about, even they also turned to be with the Israel- 
ites that were with Saul and Jonathan. 

22. Likewise all the men of Israel which had 
hid themselves in mount Ephraim, when they 
heard that the Philistines fled, even they also 
followed hard after them in the battle. 

23. So the Lorp saved Israel that day: and 
the battle passed over unto Beth-aven. 

24. Y-And the men of Israel were distressed 
that day: for Saul had adjured the people, saying, 


Cursed be the man that eateth any food until 


evening, that I may be avenged on mine enemies. 


So none of the people tasted any food. 

25.- And all they of the land came to a wood; 
and there was honey upon the ground. 

26. And when the people were come into the 
wood, behold, the honey dropped; but no man 
put his hand to his mouth: for the people feared 
the oath. 


27. But Jonathan heard not when his father 
charged the people with the oath: wherefore he 
put forth the end of the rod that was in his hand, 
and dipped it in a honeycomb, and put his hand 
to his mouth; and his eyes were enlightened. 

28. ‘Then answered one of the people, and 
said, Thy father straitly charged the people with 
an oath, saying, Cursed be the man that eateth 
any food this day. And the people were faint. 

29. Then said Jonathan, My father hath 
troubled the land: see, I pray you, how mine 
eyes have been enlightened, because I tasted a 
little of this honey. 

30. How much more, if haply the people had 
eaten freely to day of the spoil of their enemies 
which they found? for had there not been now a 
much greater slaughter among the Philistines? 

31. And they smote the Philistines that day 
from Michmash to Aijalon: and the people were 
very faint. 

32. And the people flew upon the spoil, and 
took sheep, and oxen, and calves, and slew them 
on the ground: and the people did eat them with 
the blood. 

33. § Then they told Saul, saying, Behold, 
the people sin against the Lorp, in that they 
eat with the blood. And he said, Ye have 
transgressed: roll a great stone unto me this day. 

34. And Saul said, Disperse yourselves among 
the people, and say unto them, Bring me hither 
every man his ox, and every man his sheep, and 
slay them here, and eat; and sin not against the 
Lorp. in eating with the blood. And all the 
people brought every man his ox with him that 
night, and slew them there. 

35. And Saul built an altar unto the Lorp: 
the same was the first altar that he built unto 
the Lorp. 

36. § And Saul said, Let us go down after the 
Philistines by night, and spoil them until the 
morning light, and let us not leave a man of them. 
And they said, Do whatsoever seemeth good unto 
thee. ‘Then said the priest, Let us draw near 
hither unto God. 

37. And Saul asked counsel of God, Shall I go 
down after the Philistines? wilt thou deliver them 
into the hand of Israel? But he answered him 
not that day. 

38. And Saul said, Draw ye near hither, all 
the chief of the people: and know and see wherein 
this sin hath been this day. 

39. For, as the Lorp liveth, which saveth 
Israel, though it be in Jonathan my son, he shall 
surely die. But there was not a man among all 
the people that answered him. 

40. ‘Then said he unto all Israel, Be ye on one 
side, and I and Jonathan my son will be on the 
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other side. And the people said unto Saul, Do 
what seemeth good unto thee. 

41. ‘Therefore Saul said unto the Lorp God 
of Israel, Give a perfect lot. And Saul and 
Jonathan were taken: but the people escaped. 

42. And Saul said, Cast lots between me and 
Jonathan my son. And Jonathan was taken. 

43. ‘Then Saul said to Jonathan,’Tell me what 
thou hast done. And Jonathan told him, and said, 
I did but taste a little honey with the end of the 
rod that was in mine hand, and, lo, I must die. 

44. And Saul answered, God do so and more 
also: for thou shalt surely die, Jonathan. 

45. And the people said unto Saul, Shall 
Jonathan die, who hath wrought this great sal- 
vation in Israel? God forbid: as the Lorp liv- 
eth, there shall not one hair of his head fall to the 
ground; for he hath wrought with God this day. 
So the people rescued Jonathan, that he died not. 

46. Then Saul went up from following the 
Philistines: and the Philistines went to their 
own place. 

47. § So Saul took the kingdom over Israel, 
and fought against all his enemies on every side, 
against Moab, and against the children of 
Ammon, and against Edom, and against the 
kings of Zobah, and against the Philistines: and 
whithersoever he turned himself, he vexed them. 

48. And he gathered a host, and smote the 
Amalekites, and delivered Israel out of the hands 
of them that spoiled them. 

49. Now the sons of Saul were Jonathan, and 
Ishui, and Melchi-shua: and the names of his two 
daughters were these; the name of the firstborn 
_Merab, and the name of the younger Michal: 

.50. And the name of Saul’s wife was Ahinoam, 
the daughter of Ahimaaz: and the name of the 
captain of his host was Abner, the son of Ner, 
Saul’s uncle. 

51. And Kish was the father of Saul; and 
Ner the father of Abner was the son of Abiel. 

52. And there was sore war against the 
Philistines all the days of. Saul: and when Saul 
saw any strong man, or any valiant man, he 
took him unto him. 


CHAPTER XV 


SIAMUEL also said unto Saul, 
The Lorp sent me to anoint 
thee to be king over his people, 
Israel: now therefore 
4\\hearken thou unto the voice of 
| the words of the Lorp. 

: 2. Thus saith the Lorp of 
I remember that which -Amalek did to 
Israel, how he laid wait for him in the way, 
when he came up from Egypt. 

(II-10) 





3. Now go and smite Amalek, and utterly 
destroy all that they have, and spare them not; 
but slay both man and woman, infant and 
suckling, ox and sheep, camel and ass. 

4. And Saul gathered the people together, 
and numbered them in Telaim, two hundred 
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“Now the name of his firstborn was Joel; and the name 
of his second, Abiah: they were judges in Beer-sheba.” 


thousand footmen, and ten thousand men of 
Judah. 

5. And Saul came to a city of Amalek, and 
laid wait in the valley. 

6. § And Saul said unto the Kenites, Go, 
depart, get you down from among the Amalek- 
ites, lest I destroy you with them: for ye shewed 
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“And the Philistines called for the priests and the diviners, saying, What shall 
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kindness to all the children of Israel, when they 
came up out of Egypt. So the Kenites departed 
from among the Amalekites. 

7. And Saul smote the Amalekites from 
Havilah wntil thou comest to Shur, that 7s over 
against Egypt. 
~ 8. And he took Agag the king of the Amalek- 
ites alive, and utterly destroyed all the people 
with the edge of the sword. 

9. But Saul and the people spared Agag, and 
the best of the sheep, and of the oxen, and of 
the fatlings, and the lambs, and all that was 
good, and would not utterly destroy them: but 
every thing that was vile and refuse, that they 
destroyed utterly. 

10. § Then came the word of the Lorp unto 
Samuel, saying, 

11. It repenteth me that I have set up Saul 
to be king: for he is turned back from following 
me, and hath not performed my commandments. 
And it grieved Samuel; and he cried unto the 
Lorp all night. 


12. And when Samuel rose early to meet 
Saul in the morning, it was told Samuel, saying, 
Saul came to Carmel, and, behold, he set him up 
a place, and is gone about, and passed on, and 
gone down to Gilgal. 

13. And Samuel came to Saul: and Saul 
said unto him, Blessed be thou of the Lorp: 
I have performed the commandment of the 
Lorp. 

14. And Samuel said, What meaneth then 
this bleating of the sheep in mine ears, and the 
lowing of the oxen which I hear? 

15. And Saul said, They have brought them 
from the Amalekites: for the people spared the 
best of the sheep and of the oxen, to sacrifice 
unto the Lorp thy God; and the rest we have 
utterly destroyed. 

16. ‘Then Samuel said unto Saul, Stay, and 
I will tell thee what the Lorp hath said to me 
this night. And he said unto him, Say on. 

17. And Samuel said, When thou wast little 
in thine own sight, wast thou not made the 
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head of the tribes of 
Israel, and the Lorp 
anointed thee king 
over Israel? 

18. An pe Lorp 
sent thee on a jour- 
ney, and said, Go 
and utterly destroy 
the™ sinners the 
Amalekites, and 
fight against them 
until they be con- 
sumed. 

19. Wherefore 
then didst thou not 
obey the voice of the 
Lorp, but didst fly 
upon the spoil, and 
didst evil in the 
sight of the Lorp? 

20. And Saul said 
unto Samuel, Yea, 
I have obeyed the 
voice of the Lorp, 
and have gone _ the 
way which the 
Lorp sent me, and 
have brought Agag 
the king of Amalek, 
and have utterly 
destroyed the Amal- 
ekites. 

21. But the peo- 
ple took of the spoil, 
sheep and oxen, the 
chief of the things which should have been 
utterly destroyed, to sacrifice unto the Lorp thy 
God in Gilgal. 

22. And Samuel said, Hath the Lorp as 
great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as 
in obeying the voice of the Lorp? Behold, to 
obey zs better than sacrifice, and to hearken than 
the fat of rams. 

23. For rebellion 7s as the sin of witchcraft, 
and stubbornness 7s as iniquity and idolatry. 
Because thou hast rejected the word of the 
Lorp, he hath also rejected thee from being 
king. 

24. § And Saul said unto Samuel, I have 
sinned: for I have transgressed the command- 
ment of the Lorp, and thy words: because I 
feared the people, and obeyed their voice. 

25. Now therefore, I pray thee, pardon my 
sin, and turn again with me, that 1 may worship 
the Lorp. 

26. And Samuel said unto Saul, I will not 
return with thee: for thou hast rejected the word 

(II-10*) 
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SAMUEL AT RAMAH. I Samuel viii. 4. 


“Then all the elders of Israel gathered themselves together, and came to Samuel unto 
Ramah, and said unto him, Behold, thou art old, and thy sons walk not in thy ways:” 


of the Lorp, and the Lorp hath rejected thee 
from being king over Israel. 

27. And as Samuel turned about to go away, 
he laid hold upon the skirt of his mantle, and 
it rent. 

28. And Samuel said unto him, The Lorp 
hath rent the kingdom of Israel from thee this 
day, and hath given it to a neighbour of thine, 
that 1s better than thou. 

29. And also the Strength of Israel will not 
lie nor repent: for he zs not a man, that he 
should repent. 

30. Then he said, I have sinned: yet honour 
me now, I pray thee, before the elders of my 
people, and before Israel, and turn again with 
me, that I may worship the Lorp thy God. 

31. So Samuel turned again after Saul; and 
Saul worshipped the Lorp. 

32. § Then said Samuel, Bring ye hither to 
me Agag the king of the Amalekites. And Agag 
came unto him delicately. And Agag_ said, 
Surely the bitterness of death is past. 
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33. And Samuel said, As thy sword hath 
made women childless, so shall thy mother be 
childless among women. And Samuel hewed 
Agag in pieces before the Lorp in Gilgal. 

34. § Then Samuel went to Ramah; and 
Saul went up to his house to Gibeah of Saul. 

35. And Samuel came no more to see Saul 
until the day of his death: nevertheless Samuel 
mourned for Saul: and the Lorp repented that 
he had made Saul king over Israel. 


CHAPTER XVI 











ND the Lorp said unto Samuel, 
How long wilt thou mourn for 
\\Saul, seeing I have rejected 
him from reigning over Israel? 
fill thine horn with oil, and 
siigo, I will send thee to Jesse 

7~\\the Beth-lehemite: for I have 
provided me a king among his sons. 

2. And Samuel said, How can I go? if Saul 
hear it, he will kill me. And the Lorp said, 
Take a heifer with thee, and say, I am come to 
sacrifice to the Lorp. 

3. And call Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will 
shew thee what thou shalt do: and thou shalt 
anoint unto me him whom I name unto thee. 

4. And Samuel did that which the Lorp 
spake, and came to Beth-lehem. And the elders 
of the town trembled at his coming, and said, 
Comest thou peaceably? 

5. And he said, Peaceably: I am come to 
sacrifice unto the Lorp: sanctify yourselves, and 
come with me to the sacrifice. And he sancti- 
fied Jesse and his sons, and called them to the 
sacrifice. 

6. § And it came to pass, when they were 
come, that he looked on Eliab, and said, Surely 
the Lorp’s anointed is before him. 

7. But the Lorp said unto Samuel, Look not 
on his countenance, or on the height of his stature; 
because I have refused him: for the Lorp seeth 
not as man seeth; for man looketh on the outward 
appearance, but the Lorp looketh on the heart. 

8. Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made 
him pass before Samuel. And he said, Neither 
hath the Lorp chosen this. 

9. Then Jesse made Shammah to pass by. 
And he said, Neither hath the Lorp chosen this. 

10. Again, Jesse made seven of his sons to 
pass before Samuel. And Samuel said unto 
Jesse, The Lorp hath not chosen these. 

11. And Samuel said unto Jesse, Are here 
all thy children? And he said, There remaineth 
yet the youngest, and, behold, he keepeth the 
sheep. And Samuel said unto Jesse, Send and 




















fetch him: for we will not sit down till he come 
hither. 

12. And he sent, and brought him in. Now 
he was ruddy, and withal of a beautiful counte- 
nance, and goodly to look to. And the Lorp 
said, Arise, anoint him: for this zs he. 

13. Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and 
anointed him in the midst of his brethren: and 
the Spirit of the Lorp came upon David from 
that day forward. So Samuel rose up, and went 
to Ramah. : 

14. § But the Spirit of the Lorp departed 
from Saul, and an evil spirit from the Lorp 
troubled him. 

15. And Saul’s servants said unto him, 
Behold now, an evil spirit from God troubleth 
thee. 

16. Let our lord now command thy servants, 
which are before thee, to seek out a man, who is 
a cunning player on a harp: and it shall come to 
pass, when the evil spirit from God is upon thee, 
that he shall play with his hand, and thou shalt 
be well. 

17. And Saul said unto his servants, Provide 
me now a man that can play well, and bring 
him to me. 

18. ‘Then answered one of the servants, and 
said, Behold, I have seen a son of Jesse the Beth- 
lehemite, that 1s cunning in playing, and a mighty 
valiant man, and a man of war, and prudent in 
matters, and a comely person, and the Lorp 
as with him. 

19. § Wherefore Saul sent messengers unto 
Jesse, and said, Send me David thy son, which 
is with the sheep. 

20. And Jesse took an ass laden with bread, 
and a bottle of wine, and a kid, and sent them 
by David his son unto Saul. 

21. And David came to Saul, and stood before 
him: and he loved him greatly; and he became 
his armourbearer. 

22. And Saul sent to Jesse, saying, Let David, 
I pray thee, stand before me; for he hath found 
favour in my sight. 

23. And it came to pass, when the evil spirit 
from God was upon Saul, that David took a 
harp, and played with his hand: so Saul was 
refreshed, and was well, and the evil spirit 
departed from him. 


CHAPTER XVII 


1. Now the Philistines gathered together 
their armies to battle, and were gathered 
together at Shochoh, which belongeth to Judah, 
and pitched between Shochoh and Azekah, in 
Ephes-dammim. 
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2. And Sauland the men of Israel were gathered 
together, and pitched by the valley of Elah, and 
set the battle in array against the Philistines. 

3. And the Philistines stood on a mountain 
on the one side, and Israel stood on a mountain 
on the other side: and there was a valley between 
them. 

4. § And there went out a champion out of 
the camp of the Philistines, named Goliath, of 
Gath, whose height was six cubits and a span. 

5. And he had a helmet of brass upon his 
head, and he was armed with a coat of mail; and 
the weight of the coat was five thousand shekels 
of brass. 

6. And he had greaves of brass upon his legs, 
and a target of brass between his shoulders. 

7. And the staff of his spear was like a 
weaver’s beam; and his spear’s head weighed six 
hundred shekels of iron: and one bearing a shield 
went before him. 

8. And he stood and cried unto the armies of 
Israel, and said unto them, Why are ye come out 
to set your battle in array? am not I a Philistine, 
and ye servants to Saul? choose you a man for 
you, and let him come down to me. 

9. If he be able to fight with me, and to kill 
me, then will we be your servants: but if I prevail 
against him, and kill him, then shall ye be our 
servants, and serve us. 

10. And the Philistine said, I defy the armies 
of Israel this day: give me a man, that we may 
fight together 

11. When Saul and all Israel heard those 
words of the Philistine, they were dismayed, and 
greatly afraid. 

12. §{ Now David was the son of that Ephra- 
thite of Beth-lehem-judah, whose name was 
Jesse; and he had eight sons: and the man went 
among men for an old man in the days of Saul. 

13. And the three eldest sons of Jesse went 
and followed Saul to the battle: and the names of 
his three sons that went to the battle were Eliab 
the firstborn, and next unto him Abinadab, and 
the third Shammah. 

14. And David was the youngest: and the 
three eldest followed Saul. 

15. But David went and returned from Saul 
to feed his father’s sheep at Beth-lehem. 

16. And the Philistine drew near morning 
and evening, and presented himself forty days. 

17. And Jesse said unto David his son, Take 
now for thy brethren an ephah of this parched 
corn, and these ten loaves, and run to the camp 
to thy brethren; 

18. And carry these ten cheeses unto the 
captain of their thousand, and look how thy 
brethren fare, and take their pledge. 


19. Now Saul, and they, and all the men of 
Israel, were in the valley of Elah, fighting with the 
Philistines. i 

20. §| And David rose up early in the morning, 
and left the sheep with a keeper, and took, and 
went, as Jesse had commanded him; and he came 
to the trench, as the host was going forth to the 
fight, and shouted for the battle. 

21. For Israel and the Philistines had put the 
battle in array, army against army. 

22. And David left his carriage in the hand 
of the keeper of the carriage, and ran into the 
army, and came and saluted his brethren. 

23. And as he talked with them, behold, 
there came up the champion, the Philistine of 
Gath, Goliath by name, out of the armies of the 
Philistines, and spake according to the same 
words: and David er them. 

24. And all the men of Israel, when they 
saw the man, fled from him, and were sore 
afraid. 

25. And the men of Israel said, Have ye seen 
this man that is come up? surely to defy Israel is 
he come up: and it shall be, that the man who 
killeth him, the king will enrich him with great 
riches, and will give him his daughter, and make 
his father’s house free in Israel. 

26. And David spake to the men that stood 
by him, saying, What shall be done to the man 
that killeth this Philistine, and taketh away the 
reproach from Israel? for who ts this uncireum- 
cised Philistine, that he should defy the armies 
of the living God? 

27. And the people answered him after this 
manner, saying, So shall it be done to the man 
that killeth him. 

28. § And Eliab his eldest brother heard when 
he spake unto the men; and Eliab’s anger was 
kindled against David, and he said, Why camest 
thou down hither? and with whom hast thou left 
those few sheep in the wilderness? I know thy 
pride, and the naughtiness of thine heart; for 
thou art come down that thou mightest see the 
battle. 

29. And David said, What have I now done? 
Is there not a cause? 

30 § And heturned from him toward another, 
and spake after the same manner: and the people 
answered him again after the former manner. 

31. And when the words were heard which 
David spake, they rehearsed them before Saul: 
and he sent for him. 

32. § And David said to Saul, Let no man’s 
heart fail because of him; thy servant will go and 
fight with this Philistine. 

33. And Saul said to David, Thou art not 
able to go against this Philistine to fight with 
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him: for thou art but a youth, and he a man of 
war from his youth. 

34. And David said unto Saul, Thy servant 
kept his father’s sheep, and there came a lion, 
and a bear, and took a lamb out of the flock: 

35. And I went out after him, and smote him, 
and delivered zt out of his mouth: and when he 
arose against me, I caught him by his beard, and 
smote him, and slew him. 

36. Thy servant slew both the lion and the 
bear: and this uncircumcised Philistine shall be 
as one of them, seeing he hath defied the armies of 
the living God. 

37 David said moreover, The Lorp that 
delivered me out of the paw of the lion, and out 
of the paw of the bear, he will deliver me out of. 
the hand of this Philistine. And Saul said unto 
David, Go, and the Lorp be with thee. 

38. §— And Saul armed David with his armour, 
and he put a helmet of brass upon his head; also 
he armed him with a coat of mail. 

39. And David girded his sword upon his 
armour, and he assayed to go; for he had not 
proved zt. And David said unto Saul, I cannot 
go with these; for I have not proved them. And 
David put them off him. 

40. And he took his staff in his hand, and 
chose him five smooth stones out of the brook, 
and put them in a shepherd’s bag which he had, 
even in a scrip; and his sling was in his hand: and 
he drew near to the Philistine. 

41. And the Philistine came on and drew 
near unto David; and the man that bare the 
shield went before him. 

42. And when the Philistine looked about, 
and saw David, he disdained him: for he was but 
a youth, and ruddy, and of a fair countenance. 

43. And the Philistine said unto David, Am 
I a dog, that thou comest to me with staves? 
And the Philistine cursed David by his gods. 

44. And the Philistine said to David, Come 
to me, and I will give thy flesh unto the fowls of 
the air, and to the beasts of the field. 


45. ‘Then said David to the Philistine, Thou 


comest to me with a sword, and with a spear, and 
with a shield: but I come to thee in the name of 
the Lorp of hosts, the God of the armies of 
Israel, whom thou hast defied. 

46. This day will the Lorp deliver thee into 
mine hand; and I will smite thee, and take thine 
head from thee; and I will give the carcasses of 
the host of the Philistines this day unto the fowls 
of the air, and to the wild beasts of the earth; 
that all the earth may know that there is a God 
in Israel. 

47. And all this assembly shall know that the 
Lorp saveth not with sword and spear: for the 


battle 7s the Lorn’s, and he will give you into 
our hands. 

48. And it came to pass, when the Philistine 
arose, and came and drew nigh to meet David, 
that David hasted, and ran toward the army to 
meet the Philistine. 

49. And David put his hand in his bag, and 
took thence a stone, and slang it, and smote the 
Philistine in his forehead, that the stone sunk into 
his forehead; and he fell upon his face to the earth. 

50. So David prevailed over the Philistine 
with a sling and with a stone, and smote the 
Philistine, and slew him; but there was no sword 
in the hand of David. 

51. ‘Therefore David ran, and stood upon the 
Philistine, and took his sword, and drew it out of 
the sheath thereof, and slew him, and cut off his 
head therewith. And when the Philistines saw 
their champion was dead, they fled. 

52. And the men of Israel and of Judah arose, 
and shouted, and pursued the Philistines, until 
thou come to the valley, and to the gates of Ekron. 
And the wounded of the Philistines fell down by 
the way to Shaaraim, even unto Gath, and unto 
Ekron. 

58. And the children of Israel returned from 
chasing after the Philistines, and they spoiled 
their tents. 

54. And David took the head of the Philistine, 
and brought it to Jerusalem; but he put his 
armour in his tent. 

55. § And when Saul saw David go forth 
against the Philistine, he said unto Abner, the 
captain of the host, Abner, whose son is this 
youth? And Abner said, As thy soul liveth, O 
king, I cannot tell. 

56. And the king said, Inquire thou whose 
son the stripling vs. 

57. And as David returned from the slaughter 
of the Philistine, Abner took him, and brought 
him before Saul with the head of the Philistine in 
his hand. 

58. And Saul said to him, Whose son art thou, 
thou young man? And David answered, I am 
the son of thy servant Jesse the Beth-lehemite. 


CHAPTER XVIII 








‘aaal|\ D it came to pass, when he had 
: made an end of speaking unto 
Saul, that the soul of Jonathan 
was knit with the soul of David, 
and Jonathan loved him as his 
YAS" | own soul. 

petra Peete toe 2. And Saul took him that 
day, and would let him go no more home to his 
father’s house. 














J. James Tissot. Copyright by de Brunoff, 1904, 


SAUL MEETETH WITH SAMUEL. I Samuel ix. 17. 


“And when Samuel saw Saul, the Lorp said unto him, Behold the 
man whom I spake to thee of ! this same shall reign over my people.” 
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3. Then Jonathan and David made a cove- 
nant, because he loved him as his own soul. 

4. And Jonathan stripped himself of the robe 
that was upon him, and gave it to David, and his 
garments, even to his sword, and to his bow, and 
to his girdle. 

§| And Da- 
vid went out 
whithersoever 
Saul sent him, 
and behaved 
himself wisely: 
and Saul set 
him over the 
men of war, and 
he was accepted 
in the sight of 
all the people, 
and also in the 
sight of Saul’s 
servants. 

GEA der ict 
came to pass 
as they came, 
when David 
was returned 
from the slaugh- 
ter of the Phi- 
listine, that the 
women came 
out of all cities 
of Israel, sing- 
ing and dancing, 
to meet king 
Saul, with tab- 
rets, with joy, 
and with instru- 
ments of music. 

7. And the 
women an- 
swered one 
another as they 
played, and 
said, Saul hath 
slain his thou- 
sands, and Da- 
Vide nis ten 
thousands. 

8. And Saul was very wroth, and the saying 
displeased him; and he said, ‘They have ascribed 
unto David ten thousands, oad to me they have 
ascribed but thousands: and what can he have 
more but the kingdom? 

9. And Saul eyed David from that day and 
forward. 

10. §{ And it came to pass on the morrow, 
that the evil spirit from God came upon Saul, 


J. James Tissot. 
SAUL QUESTIONS THE YOUNG MAIDENS. 


“And as they went up the hill to the city, they found young maidens 
going out to draw water, and said unto Aare Is the seer here?” 





and he prophesied in the midst of the house: and 
David played with his hand, as at other times: 
and there was a javelin in Saul’s hand. 

11. And Saul cast the javelin; for he said, 
I will smite David even to the wall with it. And 
David avoided 
out of his pres- 
ence twice. 

12. {| And 
Saul was afraid 
of David, be- 
cause the Lorp 
was with him, 
and was de- 
parted from 
Saul. 

13. Therefore 
Saul removed 
him from him, 
and made him 
his captain over 
a thousand; and 
he went out and 
came in before 
the people. 

14. And Da- 
vid behaved 
himself — wisely 
in all his ways; 
and the Lorp 
was with him. 

15. Where- 
fore when Saul 
saw that he be- 
haved himself 
very wisely, he 
was afraid of 
him. 

16. Butall Is- 
rael and Judah 
loved David, be- 
cause he went 
out and came 
in before them. 


es by ie eet 1904, 17 A n d 

amuel 1X ~ * 
ake Saul said to 
David, Behold 


my elder daugh- 
ter Merab, her will I give thee to wife: only be 
thou valiant for me, and fight the Lorp’s battles. 
For Saul said, Let not mine hand be upon him, 
but let the Hand of the Philistines be upon him. 
18. And David said unto Saul, Who am I? 
and what is my life, or my father’ s family in 
Israel, that I should 66 son in law to the king? 
19. But it came to pass at the time when 
Merab Saul’s daughter should have been given 
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to David, that she was given unto Adriel the 
Meholathite to wife. 

20. And Michal Saul’s daughter loved David: 
and they told Saul, and the thing pleased him. 

21. And Saul said, I will give him her, that 
she may be a snare to him, and that the hand 
of the Philistines may be against him. Where- 
fore Saul said to David, Thou shalt this day be 
my son in law in the one of the twain. 

22. § And Saul commanded his servants, say- 
ing, Commune with David secretly, and say, 
Behold, the king hath delight in thee, and all his 
servants love thee: now therefore be the king’s 
son in law. 

23. And Saul’s servants spake those words in 
the ears of David. And David said, Seemeth it 
to you a light thing tobe a king’s son in law, seeing 
that I am a poor man, and lightly esteemed? 

24. And the servants of Saul told him, saying, 
On this manner spake David. 


25. And Saul said, Thus shall ye say to 


David, The king desireth not any dowry, but a> 


hundred foreskins of the Philistines, to be avenged 
of the king’s enemies. But Saul thought to make 
David fall by the hand of the Philistines. 

26. And when his servants told David these 
words, it pleased David well to be the king’s son 
in law: and the days were not expired. 

27. Wherefore David arose and went, he and 
his men, and slew of the Philistines two hundred 
men; and David brought their foreskins, and they 
gave them in full tale to the king, that he might 
be the king’s son in law. And Saul gave him 
Michal his daughter to wife. 

28. § And Saul saw and knew that the Lorp 
was with David, and that Michal Saul’s daughter 
loved him. 

29. And Saul was yet the more afraid of 
David; and Saul became David’s enemy con- 
tinually. 

30. ‘Then the princes of the Philistines went 


forth: and it came to pass, after they went forth, - 


that David behaved himself more wisely than all 
the servants of Saul; so that his name was much 
set by. 

= CHAPTER XIX 








ND Saul spake to Jonathan his 
S son, and to all his servants, that 
yY|| they should kill David. 
2. But Jonathan Saul’s son 
-||\delighted much in David: and 
Jonathan told David, saying, 
t Saul my father seeketh to kill 
thee: now therefore, I pray thee, take heed to thy- 
self until the morning, and abide in a secret place, 
and hide thyself: 


























3. And I will go out and stand beside my 
father in the field where thou art, and I will com- 
mune with my father of thee; and what I see, that 
I will tell thee. 

4. § And Jonathan spake good of David unto 

Saul his father, and said unto him, Let not the 
king sin against his servant, against David; 
because he hath not sinned against thee, and 
because his works have been to thee-ward very 
good: 
_ 6. For he did put his life in his hand, and slew 
the Philistine, and the Lorp wrought a great sal- 
vation for all Israel: thou sawest 2, and didst 
rejoice: wherefore then wilt thou sin against 
innocent blood, to slay David without a cause? 

6. And Saul hearkened unto the voice of 
Jonathan: and Saul sware, As the Lorp liveth, 
he shall not be slain. 

7. And Jonathan called David, and Jonathan 
shewed him all those things. And Jonathan 
brought David toSaul, and he was in his presence, 
as in times past. 

8. | And there was war again: and David 
went out, and fought with the Philistines, and 
slew them with a great slaughter; and they fled 
from him. 

9. And the evil spirit from the Lorp was — 
upon Saul, as he sat in his house with his javelin 
in his hand: and David played with his hand. 

10. And Saul sought to smite David even 
to the wall with the javelin; but he slipped away 
out of Saul’s presence, and he smote the javelin 
into the wall: and David fled, and escaped that 
night. 

11. Saul also sent messengers unto David’s 
house, to watch him, and to slay him in the 
morning: and Michal David’s wife told him, say- 
ing, If thou save not thy life to night, to morrow 
thou shalt be slain. 

12. § So Michal let David down through a 
window: and he went, and fled, and escaped. 

13. And Michal took an image, and laid 7 in 
the bed, and put a pillow of goats’ hair for his 
bolster, and covered 2¢ with a cloth. 

14. And when Saul sent messengers to take 
David, she said, He 7s sick. 

15. And Saul sent the messengers again to 
see David, saying, Bring him up to me in the bed, 
that I may slay him. 

16. And when the messengers were come in, 
behold, there was an image in the bed, with a 
pulow of goats’ hair for his bolster. 

17. And Saul said unto Michal, Why hast thou 
deceived me so, and sent away mine enemy, that 
he is escaped? And Michal answered Saul, He 
said unto me, Let me go; why should I kill thee? 

18. §| So David fled, and escaped, and came to 
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SAUL PROPHESIES WITH THE PROPHETS. I Samuel x. 10. 


“And when they came thither to the hill, behold, a company of prophets met 
him; and the Spirit of God came upon him, and he prophesied among them.” 
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Samuel to Ramah, and told him all that Saul had 


And he and Samuel went and 


done to him. 
dwelt in Naioth. 

19. 
David ts at Naioth 
in Ramah. 

20. And Saul 
sent messengers 
to take David: 
and when they 
saw the company 
of the prophets 
prophesying, and 
Samuel standing 
as appointed 
over them, the 
Spirit of God was 
upon the messen- 
gers of Saul, and 
they also prophe- 
sied. 

21. And when 
it was told Saul, 
he sent other mes- 
sengers, and they 
prophesied like- 
wise. And Saul 
sent messengers 
again the third 
time, and they 
prophesied also. 

22. ‘Then went 
he also to Ramah, 
‘and came to a 
great well that is 
in Sechu: and he 
asked and said, 
Where are Samuel 
and David? And 
one said, Behold, 
they be at Naioth 
in Ramah. 

23. .And he 
went thither to 
Naioth in Ramah: 
and the Spirit of 
God was upon 
him also, and he 
went on, and 
I sae until 

e came to Nai- 
oth in Ramah. 

Q4. 


prophets? 
(11-11) 


And it was told Saul, saying, Behold, 


And he stripped off his clothes also, and 
prophesied before Samuel in like manner, and lay 
down naked all that day and all that night. 
Wherefore they say, Is Saul also among the 6. 


CHAPTER XX 


1. And David fled from Naioth in Ramah, 
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“And both of them discovered themselves unto the garrison of 
the Philistines: and the Philistines said, Behold, the Hebrews 
come forth out of the holes where they had hid themselves.” 


at even. 


and came and said before Jonathan, 


What have 
I done? what its 
mine iniquity? 
and what is my 
sin before thy 
father, that he 
seeketh my life? 

2. And he said 
unto him, God 
forbid; thou shalt 
not die: behold, 
my father will do 
nothing either 
great or small, 
but that he will 
shew it me: and 
why should my 
father hide this 
thing from me? it 
as not so. 

3. And David 
sware moreover, 
and said, Thy 
father certainly 
knoweth that I 
have found grace 
in thine eyes; and 
he saith, Let not 
Jonathan know 
this, lest he be 
grieved: but truly, 
as the Lorp liveth, 
and as thy soul 


liveth, there is 


but a step be- 
tween me and 
death. 

4. Then said 
Jonathan unto 
David, Whatso- 
ever thy soul de- 
sireth, I will even 
do zt for thee. 

5. And David 
said unto Jona- 
than, Behold, to 
morrow is the 
new moon, and I 
should not fail to 


sit with the king at meat: but let me go, that 
I may hide myself in the field unto the third day 


If thy father at all miss me, then say, 


David earnestly asked leave of me that he might 
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SAUL SACRIFICES THE OXEN. I Samuel xi. 7. 
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“And he took a yoke of oxen, and hewed them in pieces, and sent them throughout all the coasts of Israel by the hands 
of messengers, saying, Whosoever cometh not forth after Saul and after Samuel, so shall it be done unto his oxen.” 


run to Beth-lehem his city: for there is a yearly 
sacrifice there for all the family. 

7. If he say thus, /¢ is well; thy servant shall 
have peace: but if he be very wroth, then be sure 
that evil is determined by him. 

8. ‘Therefore thou shalt deal kindly with thy 
servant; for thou hast brought thy servant into 
a covenant of the Lorp with thee: notwithstand- 
ing, if there be in me iniquity, slay me thyself; for 
why shouldest thou bring me to thy father? 

9. And Jonathan said, Far be it from thee: for 
if I knew certainly that evil were determined by 
my father to come upon thee, then would not I 
tell it thee? 

10. Then said David to Jonathan, Who shall 
tell me? or what if thy father answer thee 
roughly? 

11. § And Jonathan said unto David, Come, 


and let us go out into the field. And they went 
out both of them into the field. 

12. And Jonathan said unto David, O Lorp 
God of Israel, when I have sounded my father 
about to morrow any time, or the third day, and, 
behold, ¢ there be good toward David, and I then 
send not unto thee, and shew it thee; 

13. The Lorn do so and much more to Jona- 
than: but if it please my father to do thee evil, then 
I will shew it thee, and send thee away, that thou 
mayest go in peace: and the Lorp be with thee, 
as he hath been with my father. 

14. And thou shalt not only while yet I live 
shew me the kindness of the Lorp, that I die not: 

15. But also thou shalt not cut off thy kind- 
ness from my house for ever: no, not when the 
Lorp hath cut off the enemies of David every one 
from the face of the earth. 
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16. So Jonathan made a cove- 
nant with the house of David, 
saying, Let the Lorn even require 
vt at the hand of David’s enemies. 

17. And Jonathan caused Da- 
vid to swear again, because he 
loved him: for he loved him as he 
loved his own soul. 

18. Then Jonathan said _ to 
David, To morrow is the new 
moon: and thou shalt be missed, 
because thy seat will be empty. 

19. And when thou hast stayed 
three days, then thou shalt go 
down quickly, and come to the 
place where thou didst hide thy- 
self when the business was in 
hand, and shalt remain by the 
stone Ezel. 

20. And I will shoot three 
arrows on the side thereof, as 
though I shot at a mark. 

21. And, behold, I will send a 
lad, saying, Go, find out the arrows. 
If I expressly say unto the lad, 
Behold, the arrows are on this side 
of thee, take them; then come 
thou: for there is peace to thee, 
and no hurt; as the Lorp liveth. 

22. But if I say thus unto the 
young man, Behold, the arrows are 
beyond thee; go thy way: for the 
Lorp hath sent thee away. 

23. And as touching the mat- 
ter which thou and I have spoken 
of, behold, the Lorp be between 
thee and me for ever. 

24. § So David hid himself in 
the field: and when the new moon 
was come, the king sat him down 
to eat meat. 

25. And the king sat upon his 
seat, as at other times, even upon a seat by the 
wall: and Jonathan arose, and Abner sat by 
Saul’s side, and David’s place was empty. 

26. Nevertheless Saul spake not any thing 
that day: for he thought, Something hath 
befallen him, he is not clean; surely he zs 
not clean. 

27. And it came to pass on the morrow, 
which was the second day of the month, that 
David’s place was empty: and Saul said unto 
Jonathan his son, Wherefore cometh not the 
son of Jesse to meat, neither yesterday, nor 
to day? : 

28. And Jonathan answered Saul, David 
earnestly asked leave of me to go to Beth-lehem: 

(I1-11*) 
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JONATHAN TASTES OF THE HONEY. I Samuel xiv. 27. 


“But Jonathan heard not when his father charged the people with the oath: 
wherefore he put forth the end of the rod that was in his hand, and dipped it 
in an honeycomb, and put his hand to his mouth; and his eyes were enlightened.” 


29. And he said, Let me go, I pray thee; 
for our family hath a sacrifice in the city; and 
my brother, he hath commanded me to be there: 
and now, if I have found favour in thine eyes, 
let me get away, I pray thee, and see my 
brethren. Therefore he cometh not unto the 
king’s table. 

30. Then Saul’s anger was kindled against 
Jonathan, and he said unto him, Thou son of 
the perverse rebellious woman, do not I know 
that thou hast chosen the son of Jesse to thine 
own confusion, and unto the confusion of thy 
mother’s nakedness? 

31. For as long as the son of Jesse liveth 
upon the ground, thou shalt not be established, 
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nor thy kingdom. Wherefore now send and 
fetch him unto me, for he shall surely die. 

32. And Jonathan answered Saul his father, 
and said unto him, Wherefore shall he be slain? 
what hath he done? 

33.* And Saul cast a javelin at him to smite 
him: whereby Jonathan knew that it was deter- 
mined of his father to slay David. 

34. So Jonathan arose from the table in fierce 
anger, and did eat no meat the second day of 
the month: for he was grieved for David, because 
his father had done him shame. 

35. § And it came to pass in the morning, 
that Jonathan went out into the field at the time 
appointed with David, and a little lad with him. 

36. And he said unto his lad, Run, find out 
now the arrows which I shoot. And as the lad 
ran, he shot an arrow beyond him. 

37. And when the lad was come to the place 
of the arrow which Jonathan had shot, Jonathan 
cried after the lad, and said, 7s not the arrow 
beyond thee? 

38. And Jonathan cried after the lad, Make 
speed, haste, stay not. And Jonathan’s lad 
gathered up the arrows, and came to his master. 

39. But the lad knew not any thing: only 
Jonathan and David knew the matter. 

40. And Jonathan gave his artillery unto 
his lad, and said unto him, Go, carry them to 
the city. 

41. § And as soon as the lad was gone, David 
arose out of a place toward the south, and fell 
on his face to the ground, and bowed himself 
three times: and they kissed one another, and 
wept one with another, until David exceeded. 

42. And Jonathan said to David, Go in peace, 
forasmuch as we have sworn both of us in the 
name of the Lorn, saying, The Lorp be between 
me and thee, and between my seed and thy 
seed for ever. 
and Jonathan went into the city. 


CHAPTER XxI 


SHEN came David to Nob to 
Ahimelech the priest: and Ahim- 
elech was afraid at the meeting 
of David, and said unto him, 
Why art thou alone, and no 
S man with thee? 

2. And David said unto 
Ahimelech the priest, The king hath commanded 
me a business, and hath said unto me, Let no 
man know any thing of the business where- 
about I send thee, and what I have commanded 
thee: and I have appointed my servants to such 
and such a place. 

















And he arose and departed: 


3. Now therefore what is under thine hand? 
give me five loaves of bread in mine hand, or 
what there is present. 

4. And the priest answered David, and said, 
There ts no common bread under mine hand, 
but there is hallowed bread; if the young men 
have kept themselves at least from women. 

5. And David answered the priest, and said 
unto him, Of a truth women pike been kept 
from us about these three days, since I came 
out, and the vessels of the young men are 
holy, and the bread is in a manner common, 
yea, though it were sanctified this day in 
the vessel. 

6. So the priest gave him hallowed bread: 
for there was no bread there but the shew- 
bread, that was taken from before the Lorp, 
to put hot bread in the day when it was taken 
away. 

7. Now a certain man of the servants of 
Saul was there that day, detained before the 
Lorp; and his name was Doeg, an Edomite, 
the chiefest of the herdmen that belonged 
to Saul. 

8. § And David said unto Ahimelech, And 
is there not here under thine hand spear or 
sword? for I have neither brought my sword 
nor my weapons with me, because the king’s 
business required haste. 

9. And the priest said, The sword of 
Goliath the Philistine, whom thou slewest in 
the valley of Elah, behold, it 7s here wrapped 
in a cloth behind the ephod: if thou wilt 
take that, take zt: for there is no other save 
that here. And David said, There is none like 
that; give it me. ; 

10. § And David arose, and fled that day 
for fear of Saul, and went to Achish the king 
of Gath. 

11. And the servants of Achish said unto 
him, Zs not this David the king of the land? 
did they not sing one to another of him in dances, 
saying, Saul hath slain his thousands, and David 
his ten thousands? 

12. And David laid u 
heart, and was sore afrai 
of Gath. 

13. And he changed his behaviour before 
them, and feigned himself mad in their hands, 
and scrabbled on the doors of the gate, and let 
his spittle fall down upon his ea 

14. Then said Achish unto his servants, 
Lo, ye see the man is mad: wherefore then 
have ye brought him to me? 

15. Have I need of madmen, that ye have 
brought this fellow to play the madman in my 
presence? shall this fellow come into my house? 


these words in his 
of Achish the king 
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SAMUEL SLAYS AGAG. I Samuel xv. 33. 


“And Samuel said, As thy sword hath made women childless, so shall thy mother be 
childless among women. And Samuel hewed Agag in pieces before the Lorn in Gilgal.” 


CHAPTER XXII 
AVID therefore departed thence, 


and escaped to the cave Adul- 
lam: and when his’ brethren 
and all his father’s house heard 
a, they went down thither to 
him. 

2. And every one that was 
in distress, and every one that was in debt, 
and every one that was discontented, gathered 
themselves unto him; and he became a captain 
over them: and there were with him about 
four hundred men. 

3. § And David went thence to Mizpeh of 
Moab: and he said unto the king of Moab, 
Let my father and my mother, I pray thee, come 
forth, and be with you, till I know what God 
will do for me. 

4. And he brought them before the king of 
Moab: and they dwelt with him all the while 
that David was in the hold. 








5. § And the prophet Gad said unto David, 
Abide not in the Eats depart, and get thee into 
the land of Judah. Then David departed, and 
came into the forest of Hareth. 

6. §{ When Saul heard that David was dis- 
covered, and the men that were with him, (now 
Saul abode in Gibeah under a tree in Ramah, 
having his spear in his hand, and all his servants 
were standing about him;) 

7. Then Saul said unto his servants that 
stood about him, Hear now, ye Benjamites; will 
the son of Jesse give every one of you fields 
and vineyards, and make you all captains of 
thousands, and captains of hundreds; 

8. That all of you have conspired against 
me, and there 7s none that sheweth me that my 
son hath made a league with the son of Jesse, 
and there is none of you that is sorry for me, 
or sheweth unto me that my son hath stirred 
up my servant against me, to lie in wait, as at 
this day? 

9. § Then answered Doeg the Edomite, which 
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was set over the servants of Saul, and said, 
I saw the son of Jesse coming to Nob, to 
Ahimelech the son of Ahitub. 

10. And he inquired of the Lorn for him, 
and gave him victuals, and gave him the sword 
of Goliath the Philistine. 

11. Then the king sent to call Ahimelech 
the priest, the son of Ahitub, and all his father’s 
house, the priests that were in Nob: and they 
came all of them to the king. 

12. And Saul said, Hear now, thou son of 
Ahitub. And he answered, Here I am, my lord. 

13. And Saul said unto him, Why have ye 
conspired against me, thou and the son of Jesse, 
in that thou hast given him bread, and a sword, 
and hast inquired of God for him, that he should 
rise against me, to lie in wait, as at this day? 

14. Then Ahimelech answered the king, and 
said, And who zs so faithful among all thy servants 
as David, which is the king’s son in law, and 


goeth at thy bidding, and is honourable in thine . 


house? 

15. Did I then begin to inquire of God for 
him? be it far from me: let not the king impute 
any thing unto his servant, nor to all the house 
of my father: for thy servant knew nothing of all 
this, less or more. . 

16. And the king said, ‘Thou shalt surely 
die, Ahimelech, thou, and all thy father’s house. 

17. § And the king said unto the footmen 
that stood about him, Turn, and slay the priests 
of the Lorp; because their hand also 7s with 
David, and because they knew when he fled, 
and did not shew it to me. But the servants 
of the king would not put forth their hand to 
fall upon the priests of the Lorp. 

18. And the king said to Doeg, Turn thou, 
and fall upon the priests. And Doeg the Edomite 
turned, and he fell upon the priests, and slew 
on that day fourscore and five persons that did 
wear a linen ephod. 

19. And Nob, the city of the priests, smote 
he with the edge of the sword, both men and 
women, children and sucklings, and oxen, and 
asses, and sheep, with the edge of the sword. 

20. § And one of the sons of Ahimelech the 
son of Ahitub, named Abiathar, escaped, and 
fled after David. 

21. And Abiathar shewed David that Saul 
had slain the Lorp’s priests. 

22. And David said unto Abiathar, I knew 
it that day, when Doeg the Edomite was there, 
that he would surely tell Saul: I have occasioned 
the death of all the persons of thy father’s house. 

23. Abide thou with me, fear not: for he that 
seeketh my life seeketh thy life: but with me 
thou shalt be in safeguard. 


CHAPTER XXII 





HEN they told David, saying, 
Behold, the Philistines fight 
y\\against Keilah, and they rob 
the threshingfloors. 

2. ‘Therefore David inquired 
of the Lorn, saying, Shall I go 
eewewewsF}and smite these Philistines? 
And the Lorp said unto David, Go, and smite 
the Philistines, and save Keilah. 

3. And David’s men said unto him, Behold, 
we be afraid here in Judah: how much more then 
if we come to Keilah against the armies of the 
Philistines? 

4. Then David inquired of the Lorp yet 
again. And the Lorp answered him and said, 
Arise, go down to Keilah; for I will deliver the 
Philistines into thine hand. 

5. So David and his men went to Keilah, 
and fought with the Philistines, and brought away 
their cattle, and smote them with a great slaugh- 
ter. So David saved the inhabitants of Keilah. 

6. And it came to pass, when Abiathar the son 
of Ahimelech fled to David to Keilah, that he came 
down with an ephod in his hand. 

7. § And it was told Saul that David was 
come to Keilah. And Saul said, God hath deliv- 
ered him into mine hand; for he is shut in, by 
entering into a town that hath gates and bars. 

8. And Saul called all the people together to 
war, to go down to Keilah, to besiege David and 
his men. 

9. § And David knew that Saul secretly prac- 
tised mischief against him; and he said to 
Abiathar the priest, Bring hither the ephod. 

10. Then said David, O Lorp God of Israel, 
thy servant hath certainly heard that Saul seek- 
eth to come to Keilah, to destroy the city for 
my sake. 

11. Will the men of Keilah deliver me up into 
his hand? will Saul come down, as thy servant 
hath heard? O Lorp God of Israel, I beseech 
thee, tell thy servant. And the Lorp said, He 
will come down. 

12. Then said David, Will the men of Keilah 
deliver me and my men into the hand of Saul? 
And the Lorp said, They will deliver thee up. 

13. § Then David and his men, which were 
about six hundred, arose and departed out of 
Keilah, and went whithersoever they could go. 
And it was told Saul that David was escaped 
from Keilah; and he forbare to go forth. 

14. And David abode in the wilderness in 
strong holds, and remained in a mountain in the 
wilderness of Ziph. And Saul sought him every 
day, but God delivered him not into his hand. 
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J. James Tissot. 


JESSE PRESENTS HIS SONS TO SAMUEL. 


‘Again, Jesse made seven of his sons to pass before Samuel. 


15. And David saw that Saul was come out to 
seek his life: and David was in the wilderness of 
Ziph in a wood. 

16. § And Jonathan Saul’s son arose, and 
went to David into the wood, and strengthened 
his hand in God. 

17. And he said unto him, Fear not: for the 
hand of Saul my father shall not find thee; and 
thou shalt be king over Israel, and I shall be next 
unto thee; and that also Saul my father knoweth. 

18. And they two made a covenant before 
the Lorp: and David abode in the wood, and 
Jonathan went to his house. 

19. § Then came up the Ziphites to Saul to 
Gibeah, saying, Doth not David hide himself with 
us in strong Holds in the wood, in the hill of 
Hachilah, which 7s on the south of Jeshimon? 


Sse ead 
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I Samuel xvi. 10. 


And Samuel said unto Jesse, The Lorp hath not chosen these.” 


20. Now therefore, O king, come down accord- 
ing to all the desire of thy soul to come down; 
and our part shall be to deliver him into the 
king’s hand. 

21. And Saul said, Blessed be ye of the Lorn; 
for ye have compassion on me. 

22. Go, I pray you, prepare yet, and know 
and see his place where his haunt is, and who 
hath seen him there: for it is told me that he 
dealeth very subtilely. 

23. See therefore, and take knowledge of all 
the lurking places where he hideth himself, and 
come ye again to me with the certainty, and 
I will go with you: and it shall come to pass, 
if he be in the land, that I will search him out 
throughout all the thousands of Judah. 

24. And they arose, and went to Ziph before 
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“And he sent, and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, 
and withal of a beautiful countenance, and goodly to look 


to. And the Lorp said, Arise, anoint him: for this is he.” 


Saul: but David and his men were in the wil- 
derness of Maon, in the plain on the south of 
Jeshimon. 

25. Saul also and his men went to seek him. 
And they told David: wherefore he came down 
into a rock, and abode in the wilderness of Maon. 
And when Saul heard that, he pursued after David 
in the wilderness of Maon. 

26. And Saul went on this side of the moun- 
tain, and David and his men on that side of the 
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DAVID PRESENTED TO SAMUEL. I Samuel xvi. 12. 


- 


mountain: and David made haste to get 

away for fear of Saul; for Saul and his men 

compassed David and his men round about 
_ to take them. 

27. § But there came a messenger unto 
Saul, saying, Haste thee, and come; for the 
Philistines have invaded the land. 

28. Wherefore Saul returned from pur- 
suing after David, and went against the 
Philistines: therefore they called that place 
Sela-hammahlekoth. 

29. § And David went up from thence, 
and dwelt in strong holds at En-gedi. 


CHAPTER XXIV 


SaalND it came to pass, when 
ee Saul was returned from fol- 
LLL lowing the Philistines, that 
<—||it was told him, saying, 
Behold, David is in the 
wilderness of En-gedi. 
weer srer| 2. Then Saul took three 
thousand chosen men out of all Israel, and 
went to seek David and his men upon the 
rocks of the wild goats. 

3. And he came to the sheepcotes by the 
way, where was a cave; and Saul went in to 
cover his feet: and David and his men 
remained in the sides of the cave. ~ — 

4. And the men of David said unto 
him, Behold the day of which the Lorp said 
unto thee, Behold, I will deliver thine enemy 
into thine hand, that thou mayest do to 
him as it shall seem good unto thee. Then 
David arose, and cut off the skirt of Saul’s 
robe privily. 

5. And it came to pass afterward, that 
David’s heart smote him, because he had 
cut off Saul’s skirt. 

6. And he said unto his men, The 
Lorp forbid that I should do this thing 
unto my master, the Lorp’s anointed, to 
stretch forth mine hand against him, seeing 
he is the anointed of the Lorp. 

7. So David stayed his servants with 
these words, and suffered them not to rise 
against Saul. But Saul rose up out of the cave, 
and went on his way. 

8. David also arose afterward, and went out of 
the cave, and cried after Saul, saying, My lord 
the king. And when Saul looked behind him, 
David stooped with his face to the earth, and 
bowed himself. 

9. § And David said to Saul, Wherefore hear- 
est thou men’s words, saying, Behold, David 
seeketh thy hurt? 











t 


I SAMUEL 391 


10. Behold, this day thine eyes have 
seen how that the Lorp had delivered thee 
to day into mine hand in the cave: and 
some bade me kill thee: but mine eye spared 
thee; and I said, I will not put forth mine 
hand against my lord; for he 7s the Lorp’s 
anointed. 

11. Moreover, my father, see, yea, see the 
skirt of thy robe in my hand: for in that I cut off 
the skirt of thy robe, and killed thee not, know 
thou and see that there is neither evil nor trans- 
gression in mine hand, and I have not 
sinned against thee; yet thou huntest my 
soul to take it. 

12. The Lorp judge between me and 
thee, and the Lorp avenge me of thee: but 
mine hand shall not be upon thee. 

13. As saith the proverb of the an- 
cients, Wickedness proceedeth from the 
wicked: but mine hand shall not be upon 
thee. 

14. After whom is the king of Israel come 
out? after whom dost thou pursue? after a 
dead dog, after a flea. 

15. The Lorp therefore be judge, and 
judge between me and thee, and see, and 
peed my cause, and deliver me out of thine 
and. 

16. § And it came to pass, when David 
had made an end of speaking these words 
unto Saul, that Saul said, Js this thy voice, 
my son David? And Saul lifted up his 
voice, and wept. 

17. And he said to David, Thou art 
more righteous than I: for thou hast re- 
warded me good, whereas I have rewarded 
thee evil. 

18. And thou hast shewed this day 
how that thou hast dealt well with me: 
forasmuch as when the Lorp had deliv- 
ered me into thine hand, thou killedst 
me not. 

19. For if a man find his enemy, will 
he let him go well away? wherefore the 
Lorp reward thee good for that thou hast 
done unto me this ine 

20. And now, behold, I know well that 
thou shalt surely be king, and that the 
kingdom of Israel shall be established in 
thine hand. 

21. Swear now therefore unto me by 
the Lorp, that thou wilt not cut off my 
seed after me, and that thou wilt not destroy 
my name out of my father’s house. 

22, And David sware unto Saul. And 
Saul went home; but David and his men 
gat them up unto the hold. 

(II-12) 


J. James Tissot. 


DAVID TAKES THE PRESENTS FROM JESSE TO SAUL. 


CHAPTER XXV 


IND Samuel died; and all the 
Israelites were gathered together, 
and lamented him, and buried 
-||him in his house at Ramah. 
| And David arose, and went down 
e7 AS ) Sg} to the wilderness of Paran. 
[ weve) 2. And there was a man in 
Maon, whose possessions were in Carmel; and the 
man was very great, and he had three thousand 
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I Samuel xvi. 20. 


“And Jesse took an ass laden with bread, and a bottle of 
wine, and a kid, and sent them by David his son unto Saul.” 
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sheep, and a thousand goats: and he was shearing 
his sheep in Carmel. 

3. Now the name of the man was Nabal, and 
the name of his wife Abigail; and she was a woman 
of good understanding, and of a beautiful coun- 
tenance: but the man was churlish and evil in 
his doings; and he was of the house of Caleb. 

4. § And David heard in the wilderness that 
Nabal did shear his sheep. 

5. And David sent out ten- young men, and 
David said unto the young men, Get you up 
to Carmel, and go to Nabal, and greet him 
in my name: 

6. And thus shall ye say to him that liveth 
in prosperity, Peace be both to thee, and peace 
be to thine house, and peace be unto all that 
thou hast. 

7. And now I have heard that thou hast 
shearers: now thy shepherds which were with us, 
we hurt them not, neither was there aught missing 
unto them, all the while they were in Carmel. 

8. Ask thy young men, and they will shew 
thee. Wherefore let the young men find favour 
in thine eyes: for we come in a good day: give, I 
pray thee, whatsoever cometh to thine hand unto 
thy servants, and to thy son David. 

9. And when David’s young men came, they 
spake to Nabal according to all those words in 
the name of David, and ceased. 

10. § And Nabal answered David’s servants, 
and said, Who is David? and who its the son of 
Jesse? there be many servants nowadays that 
break away every man from his master. 

11. Shall I then take my bread, and my 
water, and my flesh that I have killed for my 
shearers, and give 7 unto men, whom I know not 
whence they be ? 

12. So David’s young men turned their way, 
and went again, and came and told him all those 
sayings. 

13. And David said unto his men, Gird ye on 
every man his sword. And they girded on every 
man his sword; and David also girded on his 
sword: and there went up after David about 
four hundred men; and two hundred abode 
by the stuff. 

14. § But one of the young men told Abigail, 
Nabal’s wife, saying, Behold, David sent mes- 
sengers out of the wilderness to salute our master; 
and he railed on them. 

15. But the men were very good unto us, and 
we were not hurt, neither missed we any thing, 
as long as we were conversant with them, when 
we were in the fields. 

16. ‘They were a wall unto us both by night 
and day, all the while we were with them keeping 
the sheep. 


17. Now therefore know and consider what 
thou wilt do; for evil is determined against 
our master, and against all his household: for 
he is such a son of Belial, that a man cannot 
speak to him. 

18. § Then Abigail made haste, and took two 
hundred loaves, and two bottles of wine, and five 
sheep ready dressed, and five measures of parched 
corn, and a hundred clusters of raisins, and two 
hundred cakes of figs, and laid them on asses. 

19. And she said unto her servants, Go on 
before me; behold, I come after you. But she 
told not her husband Nabal. 

20. And it was so, as she rode on the ass, 
that she came down by the covert of the hill, 
and, behold, David and his men came down 
against her; and she met them. 

21. Now David had said, Surely in vain have 
I kept all that this fellow hath in the wilderness, 
so that nothing was missed of all that pertained 
unto him: and he hath requited me evil for good. 

22. So and more also do God unto the ene- 
mies of David, if I leave of all that pertain to 
him by the morning light any that pisseth against 
the wall. 

23. And when Abigail saw David, she hasted, 
and lighted off the ass, and fell before David on 
her face, and bowed herself to the ground, 

24. And fell at his feet, and said, Upon me, 
my lord, upon me let this iniquity be: and 
let thine handmaid, I pray thee, speak in 
thine audience, and hear the words of thine 
handmaid. 

25. Let not my lord, I pray thee, regard this 
man of Belial, even Nabal: for as his name 1s, 


so ts he; Nabal is his name, and folly 7s with him: 


but I thine handmaid saw not the young men of 
my lord, whom thou didst send. 

26. Now therefore, my lord, as the Lorp 
liveth, and as thy soul liveth, seeing the Lorp 
hath withholden thee from coming to shed blood, 
and from avenging thyself with thine own hand, 
now let thine enemies, and they that seek evil 
to my lord, be as Nabal. 

27. And now this blessing which thine hand- 
maid hath brought unto my lord, let it even be 
given unto the young men that follow my lord. 

28. I pray thee, forgive the trespass of thine 
handmaid: for the Lorp will certainly make m 
lord a sure house; because my lord fighteth the 
battles of the Lorp, and evil hath not been 
found in thee all thy days. 

29. Yet a man is risen to pursue thee, and 
to seek thy soul: but the soul of my lord shall be 
bound in the bundle of life with the Lorp thy 
God; and the souls of thine enemies, them shall 
he sling out, as out of the middle of a sling. 
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30. And it shall come to pass, when 
the Lorp shall have done to my lord 
according to all the good that he hath 
spoken concerning thee, and shall have 
appointed thee ruler over Israel; 

31. That this shall be no grief unto 
thee, nor offence of heart unto my lord, 
either that thou hast shed blood cause- 
less, or that my lord hath avenged him- 
self: but when the Lorp shall have dealt 
well with my lord, then remember thine 
handmaid. 

32. § And David said to Abigail, 
Blessed be the Lorp God of Israel, which 
sent thee this day to meet me: 

33. And blessed be thy advice, and 
blessed be thou, which hast kept me 
this day from coming to shed blood, 
and from avenging myself with mine 
own hand. 

34. For in very deed, as the Lorp 
God of Israel liveth, which hath kept 
me back from hurting thee, except thou 
hadst hasted and come to meet me, 
surely there had not been left unto Nabal 
by the morning light any that pisseth 
against the wall. 

35. So David received of her hand 
that which she had brought him, and said 
unto her, Go up in peace to thine house; 
see, I have hearkened to thy voice, and 
have accepted thy person. 

36. § And Abigail came to Nabal; and, 
behold, he held a feast in his house, like 
the feast of a king; and Nabal’s heart 
was merry within him, for he was very 
drunken: wherefore she told him nothing, 
less or more, until the morning light. 

37. But it came to pass in the morn- 
ing, when the wine was gone out of Nabal, 
and his wife had told him these things, 
that his heart died within him, and he 
became as a stone. 

38. And it came to pass about ten 
days after, that the Lorp smote Nabal, 
that he died. 

39. § And when David heard that 
Nabal was dead, he said, Blessed be the 
Lorp, that hath pleaded the cause of m 
reproach from the nea of Nabal, and hat 
kept his servant from evil: for the Lorp 
hath returned the wickedness of Nabal upon 
his own head. And David sent and com- 
muned with Abigail, to take her to him 
to wife. ; 

40. And when the servants of David were 
come to Abigail to Carmel, they spake unto her, 

(II-12*) 
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DAVID PLAYS THE HARP BEFORE SAUL. I Samuel xvi. 23. 


“And it came to pass, when the evil spirit from God was upon 
Saul, that David took a harp, and played with his hand.” 


saying, David sent us unto thee, to take thee to 
him to wife. 

41. And she arose, and bowed herself on 
her face to the earth, and said, Behold, let thine 
handmaid be a servant to wash the feet of the 
servants of my lord. 

42. And Abigail hasted, and arose, and rode 
upon an ass, with five damsels of hers that went 
after her; and she went after the messengers of 
David, and became his wife. 
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43. David also took Ahinoam of Jezreel; 
and they were also both of them his wives. 

44. § But Saul had given Michal his daughter, 
David’s wife, to Phalti the son of Laish, which 
was of Gallim. 


CHAPTER XXVI 











SIND the Ziphites came unto Saul 
to Gibeah, saying, Doth not 
|David hide himself in the hill 
of Hachilah, which is before 
| Jeshimon? 

| 2 Then Saul 
went down to the wilderness of 
Ziph, having three thousand chosen men of 
Israel with him, to seek David in the wilderness 
of Ziph. 

3. And Saul pitched in the hill of Hachilah, 
which is before Jeshimon, by the way. But 
David abode in the wilderness, and he saw that 
Saul came after him into the wilderness. 

4. David therefore sent out spies, and 
understood that Saul was come in very deed. 

5. § And David arose, and came to the place 
where Saul had pitched: and David beheld the 
place where Saul lay, and Abner the son of 
Ner, the captain of his host: and Saul lay 
in the trench, and the people. pitched round 
about him. 

6. ‘Then answered David and said to Ahime- 
lech the Hittite, and to Abishai the son of Zeru- 
iah, brother to Joab, saying, Who will go down 
with me to Saul to the camp? And Abishai 
said, I will go down with thee. 

7. So David and Abishai came to the people 
by night: and, behold, Saul lay sleeping within 
the trench, and his spear stuck in the ground at 
his bolster: but Abner and the people lay round 
about him. 

8. Then said Abishai to David, God hath 
delivered thine enemy into thine hand this day: 
now therefore let me smite him, I pray thee, 
with the spear even to the earth at once, and I 
will not smite him the second time. 

9. And David said to Abishai, Destroy him 
not: for Who can stretch forth his hand against 
the Lorp’s anointed, and be guiltless? 

10. David said furthermore, As the Lorp 
liveth, the Lorp shall smite him; or his day 
shall come to die; or he shall descend into battle, 
and perish. 

11. The Lorp forbid that I should stretch 
forth mine hand against the Lorp’s anointed: 
but, I pray thee, take thou now the spear that 
is at his bolster, and the cruse of water, and let 
us go. 





arose, and 














12. So David took the spear and the cruse 
of water from Saul’s bolster; and: they gat 
them away, and no man saw t, nor knew 
i, neither awaked: for they were all asleep; 
because a deep sleep from the Lorp was fallen 
upon them. 

13. § Then David went over to the other side, 
and stood on the top of a hill afar off; a great 
space being between them: 

14. And David cried to the people, and to 
Abner the son of Ner, saying, Answerest thou not, 
Abner? Then Abner answered and said, Who 
art thou that criest to the king? 

15. And David said to Abner, A7t not thou 
a valiant man? and who is like to thee in Israel? 
wherefore then hast thou not kept thy lord the 
king? for there came one of the people in to 
destroy the king thy lord. 

16. This thing 7 not good that thou hast 
done. As the Lorp liveth, ye are worthy to 
die, because ye have not kept your master, the 
Lorp’s anointed. And now see where the king’s 
spear 7s, and the cruse of water that was at his 
bolster. 

17. And Saul knew David’s voice, and said, 
Is this thy voice, my son David? And David 
said, [t 7s my voice, my lord, O king. 

18. And he said, Wherefore doth my lord 
thus pursue after his servant? for what have I 
done? or what evil 7s in mine hand? 

19. Now therefore, I pray thee, let my lord » 
the king hear the words of his servant. If the 
Lorp have stirred thee up against me, let him 
accept an offering: but if they be the children of 
men, cursed be they before the Lorn; for they 
have driven me out this day from abiding in 
the inheritance of the Lorp, saying, Go, serve 
other gods. 

20. Now therefore, let not my blood fall to 
the earth before the face of the Lorn: for the 
king of Israel is come out to seek a flea, as when 
one doth hunt a partridge in the mountains. 

21. | Then said Saul, I have sinned: return, 
my son David; for I will no more do thee harm, 
because my soul was precious in thine eyes this 
day: behold, I have played the fool, and have 
erred exceedingly. 

22. And David answered and said, Behold 
the king’s spear! and let one of the young men 
come over and fetch it. 

23. The Lorp render to every man his 
righteousness and his faithfulness: for the Lorp 
delivered thee into my hand to day, but I would 
not stretch forth mine hand against the Lorp’s 
anointed. 

24. And, behold, as thy life was much set 
by this day in mine eyes, so let my life be much 
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set by in the eyes of the Lorn, and let 
him deliver me out of all tribulation. 

25. ‘Then Saul said to David, Blessed 
be thou, my son David: thou shalt both 
do great things, and also shalt still pre- 
vail. So David went on his way, and 
Saul returned to his place. 


CHAPTER XXVII 


saal|IND David said in his 
heart, I shall now perish 
one day by the hand of 
Saul: there is nothing 
Z,\| better for me than that 
I should speedily escape 
ewww ww i| into the land of the Phi- 
listines; and Saul shall despair of me, 
to seek me any more in any coast of 
Israel: so shall I escape out of his 
hand. 

2. And David arose, and he passed 
over with the six hundred men that 
were with him unto Achish, the son 
of Maoch, king of Gath. 

3. And David dwelt with Achish 
at Gath, he and his men, every man 
with his household, even David with 
his two wives, Ahinoam the Jezreel- 
itess, and Abigail the Carmelitess, 
Nabal’s wife. 

4. And it was told Saul that David 
was fled to Gath: and he sought no 
more again for him. 

5. § And David said unto Achish, 
If I have now found grace in thine eyes, 
let them give me a place in some town 
in the country, that I may dwell there: 
for why should thy servant dwell in 
the royal city with thee? 

6. Then Achish gave him Ziklag that 
day: wherefore Ziklag pertaineth unto 
the kings of Judah unto this day. 

7. And the time that David 
dwelt in the country of the Philistines 
was a full year and four months. 





8. §¢ And David and his men went up, and 
invaded the Geshurites, and the Gezrites, and 
the Amalekites: for those nations were of old 
the inhabitants of the land, as thou goest to TL 


Shur, even unto the land of Egypt. 
9. And: David smote the land, 


came to Achish. 


10. And Achish said, Whither have ye made a 





and left 
neither man nor woman alive, and took away 
the sheep, and the oxen, and the asses, and the 
camels, and the apparel, and returned, and 12. 
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THE DEFIANCE OF GOLIATH. 


“And the Philistine said, I defy the armies of Israel 
this day; give me a man, that we may fight together.” 


I Samuel xvii. 10. 


road today? And David said, Against the south 
of Judah, and against the south of the Jerah- 
meelites, and against the south of the Kenites. 
And David saved neither man nor woman 
alive, to bring tidings to Gath, saying, Lest they 
should tell on us, saying, So did David, and so 
will be his manner all the while he dwelleth in 
the country of the Philistines. 

And Achish believed David, saying, He 
hath made his people Israel utterly to abhor him; 
therefore he shall be my servant for ever. 
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CHAPTER XXVIII 





a|ND it came to pass in those 
days, that the Philistines gath- 
i %\\ ered their armies together for 

2\| warfare, to fight with Israel. 
And <Achish said unto David, 
Know thou assuredly, that 
! thou shalt go out with me to 
battle, thou and thy men. 

2. And David said to Achish, Surely thou 
shalt know what thy servant can do. And 
Achish said to David, Therefore will I make thee 
keeper of mine head for ever. 

3. § Now Samuel was dead, and all Israel had 
lamented him, and buried him in Ramah, even 
in his own city. And Saul had put away those 
that had familiar spirits, and the wizards, out 
of the land. 

4. And the Philistines gathered themselves 
together, and came and pitched in Shunem: and 
Saul gathered all Israel together, and they pitched 
in Gilboa. 

5. And when Saul saw the host of the Phi- 
listines, he was afraid, and his heart greatly 
trembled. 

6. And when Saul inquired of the Lorn, the 
Lorp answered him not, neither by dreams, nor 
by Urim, nor by prophets. 

7. § Then said Saul unto his servants, Seek 
me a woman that hath a familiar spirit, that I may 
go to her, and inquire of her. And his servants 
said to him, Behold, there is a woman that hath a 
familiar spirit at En-dor. 

8. And Saul disguised himself, and put on 
other raiment, and he went, and two men with 
him, and they came to the woman by night: and 
he said, I pray thee, divine unto me by the 
familiar spirit, and bring me him up, whom I 
shall name unto thee. 

9. And the woman said unto him, Behold, 
thou knowest what Saul hath done, how he 
hath cut off those that have familiar spirits, 
and the wizards, out of the land: wherefore 
then layest thou a snare for my life, to cause 
me to die? 

10. And Saul sware to her by the Lorn, 
saying, As the Lorp liveth, there shall no 
punishment happen to thee for this thing. 

11. Then said the woman, Whom shall I 
bring up unto thee? And he said, Bring me up 
Samuel. 

12. And when the woman saw Samuel, she 
cried with a loud voice: and the woman spake to 
Saul, saying, Why hast thou deceived me? for 
thou art Saul. 

13. And the king said unto her, Be not 

















afraid: for what sawest thou? And the woman 
said unto Saul, I saw gods ascending out of 
the earth. 

14. And he said unto her, What form 7s he 
of? And she said, An old man cometh up; and 
he is covered with a mantle. And Saul perceived 
that it was Samuel, and he stooped with /uis face 
to the ground, and bowed himself. 

15. § And Samuel said to Saul, Why hast thou 
disquieted me, to bring me up? And Saul 
answered, I am sore distressed; for the Philistines 
make war against me, and God is departed from 
me, and answereth me no more, neither by 
prophets, nor by dreams: therefore I have called 
thee, that thou mayest make known unto me 
what I shall do. 

16. Then said Samuel, Wherefore then dost 
thou ask of me, seeing the Lorp is departed from 
thee, and is become thine enemy? 

17. And the Lorp hath done to him, as he 
spake by me: for the Lorp hath rent the kingdom: 
out of thine hand, and given it to thy neighbour, 
even to David: 

18. Because thou obeyedst not the voice of 
the Lorp, nor executedst his fierce wrath upon 
Amalek, therefore hath the Lorp done this 
thing unto thee this day. 

19. Moreover the Lorp will also deliver 
Israel with thee into the hand of the Philistines: 
and to morrow shalt thou and thy sons be with me: 
the Lorp also shall deliver the host of Israel into 
the hand of the Philistines. 

20. Then Saul fell straightway all along on 
the earth, and was sore afraid, because of the 
words of Samuel: and there was no strength in 
him; for he had eaten no bread all the day, nor all 
the night. 

21. § And the woman came unto Saul, and 
saw that he was sore troubled, and said unto him, 
Behold, thine handmaid hath obeyed thy voice, 
and I have put my life in my hand, and have 
hearkened unto thy words which thou spakest 
unto me. 

22. Now therefore, I pray thee, hearken thou 
also unto the voice of thine handmaid, and let me 
set a morsel of bread before thee; and eat, that 
thou mayest have strength, when thou goest on 
thy way. 

23. But he refused, and said, I will not eat. 
But his servants, together with the woman, 
compelled him; and he hearkened unto their 
voice. So he rose from the earth, and sat upon 
the bed. 

24. And the woman had a fat calf in the 
house; and she hasted, and killed it, and took 
flour, and kneaded it, and did bake unleavened 
bread thereof : 
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25. And she brought i 
before Saul, and_ before his 
servants; and they did eat. 
Then they rose up, and 
went away that night. 


CHAPTER XXIX 














WOW the Philis- 
| tines gathered 
| together all their 
armies to Aphek: 
and the Israel- 
ites pitched 
| Hy a fountain 
which is in Jezreel. 

2. And the lords of the Phi- 
listines passed on by hundreds, 
and by thousands: but David 
and his men passed on in the 
rearward with Achish. 

3. Then said the princes of 
the Philistines, What do these 
Hebrews here? And Achish said 
unto the princes of the Philis- 
tines, Js not this David, the serv- 
ant of Saul the king of Israel, 
which hath been with me these 
days, or these years, and I have 
found no fault in him since he 
fell wnto me unto this day? 

4. And the princes of the 
Philistines were wroth with him; 
and the princes of the Philistines said unto him, 
Make this fellow return, that he may go again 
to his place which thou hast appoimted him, 
and let him not go down with us to battle, lest in 
the battle he be an adversary to us: for wherewith 
should he reconcile himself unto his master? 
should it not be with the heads of these men? 

5. Is not this David, of whom they sang 
one to another in dances, saying, Saul slew his 
thousands, and David his ten thousands? 

6. § Then Achish called David, and said unto 
him, Surely, as the Lorp liveth, thou hast been 
upright, and thy going out and thy coming in 
with me in the host 7s good in my sight: for I have 
not found evil in thee since the day of thy coming 
unto me unto this day: nevertheless the lords 
favour thee not. 

7. Wherefore now return, and go in peace, that 
thou displease not the lords of the Philistines. 

8. § And David said unto Achish, But what 
have I done? and what hast thou found in thy 
servant so long as I have been with thee unto this 
day, that I may not go fight against the enemies 
of my lord the king? 
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SAUL PUTS HIS ARMOUR UPON DAVID. I Samuel xvii. 38. 


“And Saul armed David with his armour, and he put a helmet 
of brass upon his head; also he armed him with a coat of mail.” 


9. And Achish answered and said to David, I 
know that thou art good in my sight, as an angel 
of God: notwithstanding, the princes of the 
Philistines have said, He shall not go up with 
us to the battle. 

10. Wherefore now rise up early in the morning 
with thy master’s servants that are come with 
thee: and as soon as ye be up early in the morning, 
and have light, depart. 

11. So David and his men rose up early to 
depart in the morning, to return into the land of 
the Philistines. And the Philistines went up to 
Jezreel. 


CHAPTER XXX 


IND it came to pass, when David 
Ss and his men were come to Ziklag 
|| on the third day, that the Amal- 
—=||/ekites had invaded the south, 
and Ziklag, and smitten Ziklag, 
and burned it with fire; 

—_ : 2. And had taken the women 
captives, that were therein: they slew not any, 
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either great or small, but carried them away, and 
went on their way. 

8. J So David and his men came to the city, 
and, behold, a was burned with fire; and their 
wives, and their sons, and their daughters, were 
taken captives. 

4. ‘Then David and the people that were with 
him lifted up their voice and wept, until they 
had no more power to weep. ; 


5. And David's two 


wives were taken 
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GOLIATH ADDRESSES DAVID, 1 Samuel xvii, 43, 


“And the Philistine said unto David, Am Ia dog, that thou comest 
to me with staves? And the Philistine cursed David by his gods.” 
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captives, Ahinoam the Jezreclitess, 
and Abigail the wife of Nabal the 
Carmelite. 

6, And David was greatly dis- 
tressed; for the people spake of ston- 
ing him, because the soul of all the 
people was grieved, every man for his 
sons and for his daughters: but 
David encouraged himself in the 
Loup his God. 

7. And David said to Abiathar 
the priest, Ahimelech’s son, I pray 
thee, ‘bi me hither the ephod. And 


Abiathar brought thither the ephod to 
David, 
8 And David inquired at the 


Lonp, saying, Shall pursue after 
this troop? shall I overtake them? 
And he answered him, Pursue: for 
thou shalt surely overtake them, and 
without fail recover all, 

9, So David went, he and the 
six hundred men that were with him, 
and came to the brook Besor, where 
those that were left behind stayed. 

10. But David pursued, ‘S and 
four hundred men: for two hundred 
abode behind, which were so faint 
that they could not go over the brook 
Besor, 

11. § And they found an Egyp- 
tian in the field, and brought him 
to David, and gave him bread, and 
he did eat; and they made him drink 
water; 

12. And they gave him a piece of 
a cake of figs, and two clusters of 
raising: and when he had eaten, his 
spirit came again to him: for he had 
eaten no bread, nor drunk any water, 
three days and three nights. 
nd David said unto him, To 
whom belongest thou? and whence art 
thour And he said, 1 am a young 
man of Egypt, servant to an Amalek- 
ite; and my master left me, because 
three days agone I fell sick. 

14. We made an invasion wpon the south of 
the Cherethites, and upon the coast which belong- 
elh to Judah, and upon the south of Caleb; and 
we burned Ziklag with fire. 

15. And David said to him, Canst thou bring 
me down to this company? And he said, Swear 
unto me by God, that thou wilt neither kill me, 
nor deliver me into the hands of my master, and 
I will bring thee down to this company. 

16, §| And when he had brought hina 
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behold, they were spread abroad upon all the the land of the Philistines, and out of the land 
earth, eating and drinking, and oe because of Judah, 
of all the great spoil that they had taken out of 17, And David smote them from the twilight 
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DAVID_SLINGS THE STONE, 1 Samuel xvii, 49, 





“And David put his hand in his bag, and took thence a stone, and slang u, and smote the Philistine 
in his forehead, that the stone sunk into his forehead; and he fell upon his face to the earth,” 
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even unto the evening of the next day: and 
there escaped not a man of them, save four 
hundred young men, which rode upon camels, 
and fled. 

18. And David recovered all that the Amalek- 
ites had carried away: and David rescued his 
two wives. 

19. And there was nothing lacking to them, 
neither small nor great, neither sons nor daugh- 
ters, neither spoil, nor any thing that they had 
taken to them: David recovered all. 

20. And David took all the flocks and the 
herds, which they drave before those other cattle, 
and said, This 7s David’s spoil. 

21. § And David came to the two hundred 
men, which were so faint that they could not fol- 
low David, whom they had made also to abide 
at the brook Besor: and they went forth to meet 
David, and to meet the people that were with 
him: and when David came near to the people, 
he saluted them. 

22. "Then answered all the wicked men, and 
men of Belial, of those that went with David, 
and said, Because they went not-with us, we will 
not give them aught of the spoil that we have 
recovered, save to ever y man his wife and his 
children, that they may lead them away, and 
depart. 

23. ‘Then said David, Ye shall not do so, 
my brethren, with that which the Lorp hath 
given us, who hath preserved us, and delivered 
the company that came against us into our 
hand. 

24. For who will hearken unto you in this 
matter? but as his part is that goeth down to the 
battle, so shall his part be that tarrieth by the 
stuff: they shall part alike. 

25. And it was so from that day forward: that 
he made it a statute and an ordinance for Teac 
unto this day. 

26a And when David came to Ziklag, he 
sent of the spoil unto the elders of Judah, even 
to his friends, saying, Behold a present for you of 
the spoil of fie enemies of the Lorn; 

27. To them which were in Beth- el, and to 
th m which were in south Ramoth, and to them 
which were in Jattir, 

28. And to them which were in Aroer, and to 
them which were in Siphmoth, and to them which 
were in Eshtemoa, 

29. And to them which were in Rachal, and 
to them which were in the cities of the Jerahmeel- 
ites, and to them which were in the cities of the 
Kenites, 

30. And to them which were in Hormah, and 
to them which were in Chor-ashan, and to them 
which were in Athach, 


31. And to them which were in Hebron, aud 
to all the places where David himself and his men 
were wont to haunt. 


CHAPTER XXXI 


J OW the Philistines fought against 

| Israel: and the men of Israel fled 
from before the Philistines, and 
| fell down slain in mount Gilboa. 
| 2. And the Philistines fol- 
lowed hard upon Saul and upon 
—— | his sons; and the Philistines 
slew Jonathan, and adaee and Melchi-shua, 
Saul’s sons. 

3. Andthe battle went sore against Saul, and 
the archers hit him; and he was sore wounded of 
the archers. 

4. Then said Saul unto his armourbearer, 
Draw thy sword, and thrust me through there- 
with; lest these uncircumcised come and thrust 
me through, and abuse me. But his armour- 
bearer would not; for he was sore afraid. 
Therefore Saul took a sword, and fell upon it. 

5. And when his armourbearer saw that Saul 
was dead, he fell likewise upon his sword, and 
died with him. 

6. So Saul died, and his three sons, and his 
armourbearer, and all his men, that same day 
together. 

7. 4{ And when the men of Israel that were on 
the other side of the valley, and they that were 
on the other side Jordan, saw that the men of 
Israel fled, and that Saul and his sons were 
dead, they forsook the cities, and fled; and the 
Phihs tines came and dwelt in them. 

8. And it came to pass on the morrow, when 
the Philistines came to strip the slain, that they 
found Saul and his three sons fallen in mount 
Gilboa. 

9. And they cut off his head, and stripped off 
his armour, and sent into the land of the Philis- 
tines round about, to publish 7 in the house of 
their idols, and among the people. 

10. And they put his armour in the house of 
Ashtaroth: and they fastened his body to the 
wall of Beth-shan. 

11. §€ And when the inhabitants of Jabesh- 
gilead heard of that which the Philistines had 
done to Saul, 

12. All the valiant men arose, and went all 
night, and took the body of Saul and the bodies 
of his sons from the wall of Beth-shan, and came 
to Jabesh, and burnt them there. 

138. And they took their bones, and buried 
them under a tree at Jabesh, and fasted seven 
days. 
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II SAMUEL 


OTHERWISE CALLED 


THE SECOND BOOK OF THE KINGS 


CHAPTER I 












pesstsesesseyOW it came to pass after the 
: Me?) death of Saul, when David was 
| returned from the slaughter of 
<2| the Amalekites, and David had 
r4:| abode two days in Ziklag; 
i} 2. It came even to pass on 
the third day, that, behold, a 
man came out of the camp from Saul with his 
clothes rent, and earth upon his head: and so it 
was, when he came to David, that he fell to the 
earth, and did obeisance. 

3. And David said unto him, From whence 
comest thou? And he said unto him, Out of the 
camp of Israel am I escaped. 

4. And David said unto him, How went the 
matter? I pray thee, tell me. And he answered, 
That the people are fled from the battle, and 
many of the people also are fallen and dead; and 
Saul and Jonathan his son are dead also. 

5. And David said unto the young man that 
told him, How knowest thou that Saul and 
Jonathan his son be dead? 

6. And the young man that told him said, 
As I happened by chance upon mount Gilboa, 
behold, Saul leaned upon his spear; and, lo, the 
chariots and horsemen followed hard after him. 

7. And when he looked behind him, he saw 
me, and called unto me. And I answered, Here 
am I. 

8. And he said unto me, Who art thou? And 
1 answered him, I am an Amalekite. 

9. He said unto me again, Stand, I pray thee, 
upon me, and slay me: for anguish is come upon 
me, because my life 7s yet whole in me. 

10. So I stood upon him, and slew him, 
because I was sure that he could not live after 
that he was fallen: and I took the crown that 
was upon his head, and the bracelet that was 
on his arm, and have brought them hither unto 
my lord. 
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11. Then David took hold on his clothes, and 
rent them; and likewise all the men that were 
with him: 

12. And they mourned, and wept, and fasted 
until even, for Saul, and for Jonathan his son, 
and for the people of the Lorp, and for the 
house of Israel; because they were fallen by 
the sword. 

13. § And David said unto the young 
man that told him, Whence art thou? And 
he answered, I am the son of a stranger, an 
Amalekite. 

14. And David said unto him, How wast 
thou not afraid to stretch forth thine hand to 
destroy the Lorp’s anointed? 

15. And David called one of the young men, 
and said, Go near, and fall upon him. And he 
smote him that he died. ; 

16. And David said unto him, Thy blood be 
upon thy head; for thy mouth hath testified 
against thee, saying, I have slain the Lorp’s 
anointed. 

17. § And David lamented with this lamenta- 
tion over Saul and over Jonathan his son: 

18. (Also he bade them teach the children of 
Judah the use of the bow: behold, 7 7s written in 
the book of Jasher:) 

19. The beauty of Israel is slain upon thy 
high places: how are the mighty fallen! 

20. Tell cz not in Gath, publish 7 not in 
the streets of Askelon; lest the daughters of the 
Philistines rejoice, lest the daughters of the 
uncircumcised triumph. 

21. Ye mountains of Gilboa, let there be no 
dew, neither let there be rain, upon you, nor fields 
of offerings: for there the shield of the mighty is 
vilely cast away, the shield of Saul, as though he 
had not been anointed with oil. 

22. From the blood of the slain, from the 
fat of the mighty, the bow of Jonathan turned 
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DAVID CUTS OFF THE HEAD OF GOLIATH. I Samuel xvii. 51. 


‘Therefore David ran, and stood upon the Philistine, and took his sword, and drew it out of the sheath thereof, 
and slew him, and cut off his head therewith. And when the Philistines saw their champion was dead, they fled.” 


not back, and the sword of Saul returned not 
empty. 

23. Saul and Jonathan were lovely and pleas- 
ant in their lives, and in their death they were 
not divided: they were swifter than eagles, they 
were stronger than lions. 

24. Ye daughters of Israel, weep over Saul, 
who clothed you in scarlet, with other delights; 
who put ‘on ornaments of gold upon your 
apparel. 

25. How are the mighty fallen in the midst 
of the battle! O Jonathan, thou wast slain in 
thine high places. 

26. {£ am distressed for thee, my brother 
Jonathan: very pleasant hast thou been unto me: 
thy love to me was wonderful, passing the love of 
women. 

27. How are the mighty fallen, and the 
weapons of war perished! 


CHAPTER II 








ND it came to pass after this, 
that David inquired of the Lorp, 
saying, Shall I go up into any of 
the cities of Judah? And the 
Lorp said unto him,Goup. And 
David said, Whither shali I go 
r jup? And he said, Unto Hebron. 

2. So David went up thither, and his two 
wives also, Ahinoam the Jezreelitess, and Abigail 
Nabal’s wife the Carmelite. 

3. And his men that were with him did David 
bring up, every man with his household: and they 
dwelt in the cities of Hebron. 

4. And the men of Judah came, and there they 
anointed David king over the house of Judah. 
And they told David, saying, That the men 
of Jabesh-gilead were they that buried Saul. 
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5. § And David sent messengers unto the 
men of Jabesh-gilead, and said unto them, 
Blessed be ye of the Lorn, that ye have shewed 
this kindness unto your lord, even unto Saul, 
and have buried him. 

6. And now the Lorp shew kindness and 
truth unto you: and I also will requite you this 
kindness, because ye have done this thing. 

7. ‘Therefore now let your hands be strength- 
ened, and be ye valiant: for your master Saul 
is dead, and also the house of Judah have 
anointed me king over them. 

8. §€ But Abner the son of Ner, captain of 
Saul’s host, took Ish-bosheth the son of Saul, 
and brought him over to Mahanaim; 

9. And made him king over Gilead, and over 
the Ashurites, and over Jezreel, and over Eph- 
raim, and over Benjamin, and over all Israel. 

10. Ish-bosheth Saul’s son was forty years 
old when he began to reign over Isrzel, and 
reigned two years. But the house of Judah 
followed David. 

11. And the time that David was king in 
Hebron over the house of Judah was seven 
years and six months. 

12. § And Abner the son of Ner, and the 
servants of Ish-bosheth the son of Saul, went 
out from Mahanaim to Gibeon. 

13. And Joab the son of Zeruiah, and the 
servants of David, went out, and met together 
by the pool of Gibeon: and they sat down, the 
one on the one side of the pool, and the other 
on the other side of the pool. 

14. And Abner said to Joab, Let the young 
men now arise, and play before us. And Joab 
said, Let them arise. 

15. Then there arose and went over by 
number twelve of Benjamin, which pertained 
to Ishbosheth the son of Saul, and twelve 
of the servants of David. 

16. And they caught every one his fellow by 
the head, and thrust his sword in his fellow’s 
side; so they fell down together: wherefore that 
place was called Helkath-hazzurim, which is in 
Gibeon. 

17. And there was a very sore battle that day; 
and Abner was beaten, and the men of Israel, 
before the servants of David. 

18. § And there were three sons of Zeruiah 
there, Joab, and Abishai, and Asahel: and Asahel 
was as light of foot as a wild roe. 

19. And Asahel pursued after Abner; and in 
going he turned not to the right hand nor to the 
left from following Abner. 

20. Then Abner looked behind—him, and 
said, Art thou Asahel? And he answered, I am. 

21. And Abner said to him, Turn thee aside 


to thy right hand or to thy left, and lay thee 
hold on one of the young men, and take thee 
his armour. But Asahel would not turn aside 
from following of him. 

22. And Abner said again to Asahel, Turn 
thee aside from following me: wherefore should 
I smite thee to the ground? how then should | 
hold up my face to Joab thy brother? 

23. Howbeit he refused to turn aside: where- 
fore Abner with the hinder end of the spear smote 
him under the fifth r7b, that the spear came out 
behind him; and he fell down there, and died 
in the same place: and it came to pass, that as 
many as came to the place where Asahel fell 
down and died stood still. 

24. Joab also and Abishai pursued after 
Abner: and the sun went.down when they were 
come to the hill of Ammah, that lieth before 
Giah by the way of the wilderness of Gibeon. 

25. 4 And the children of Benjamin gathered 
themselves together after Abner, and became 
one troop, and stood on the top of a hill. 

26. Then Abner called to Joab, and said, 
Shall the sword devour for ever? knowest thou 
not that it will be bitterness in the latter end? 
how long shall it be then, ere thou bid the people 
return from following their brethren? 

27. And Joab said, As God liveth, unless 
thou hadst spoken, surely then in the morning 
the people had gone up every one from following 
his brother. 

28. So Joab blew a trumpet, and all the 
people stood still, and pursued after Israel no 
more, neither fought they any more. 

29 And Abner and his men walked all that 
night through the plain, and passed over Jordan, 
and went through all Bithron, and they came 
to Mahanaim. — 

30. And Joab returned from following Abner: 
and when he had gathered all the people 
together, there lacked of David’s servants 
nineteen men and Asahel. 

31. But the servants of David had smitten 
of Benjamin, and of Abner’s men, so that three 
hundred and threescore men died. 

32. € And they took up Asahel, and buried 
him in the sepulchre of his father, which 
was in Beth-lehem. And Joab and his men 
went all night, and they came to Hebron at 


break of day. 
CHAPTER III 


1. Now there was long war between the house 
of Saul and the house of David: but David 
waxed stronger and stronger, and the house of 
Saul waxed weaker and weaker. 
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I Samuel xvii. 54. 
“And David took the head of the Philistine, and brought 
it to Jerusalem; but he put his armour in his tent.” 


2. §— And unto David were sons born in 
Hebron: and his firstborn was Amnon, of Ahinoam 
the Jezreelitess; 

3. And his seeond, Chileab, of Abigail the 
wite of Nabal the Carmelite; and the third, 
Absalom the son of Maacah the daughter of 
Talmai king of Geshur; 
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4. And the fourth, Adonijah the son 
of Haggith; and the fifth, Shephatiah the 
son of Abital; 

5. And the sixth, Ithream, by Eglah 
David’s wife. ‘These were born to David 
in Hebron. 

6. § And it came to pass, while there 
was war between the house of Saul and the 
house of David, that Abner made himself 
strong for the house of Saul. 

7. And Saul had a concubine, whose 
name was Rizpah, the daughter of Aiah: 
and Ish-bosheth said to Abner, Wherefore 
hast thou gone in unto my father’s 
concubine? 

8. ‘Then was Abner very wroth for the 
words of Ish-bosheth, and said, Am I a 
dog’s head, which against Judah do shew 
kindness this day unto the house of Saul 
thy father, to his brethren, and to his 
friends, and have not delivered thee into 
the hand of David, that thou chargest 
me to day with a fault concerning this 
woman? 

9. So do God to Abner, and more also, 
except, as the Lorp hath sworn to David, 
even so I do to him; 

10. ‘To translate the kingdom from the 
house of Saul, and to set up the throne 
of David over Israel and over Judah, from 
Dan even to Beer-sheba. 

11. And he could not answer Abner a 
word again, because he feared him. 

12. § And Abner sent messengers to 
David on his behalf, saying, Whose is the 
land? saying also, Make thy league with me, 
and, behold, my hand shall be with thee, to 
bring about all Israel unto thee. 

13. § And he said, Well; I will make a 
league with thee: but one thing I require of 
thee, that is, Thou shalt not see my face, 
except thou first bring Michal Saul’s 
daughter, when thou comest to see my face. 

14. And David sent messengers to Ish- 


we ; : 
ia “4 bosheth Saul’s son, saying, Deliver me my 
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DAVID TAKES THE HEAD OF GOLIATH TO JERUSALEM. 


wife Michal, which I espoused to me for a 
hundred foreskins of the Philistines. 
15. And Ish-bosheth sent, and took her 
from her husband, even from Phaltiel the son 
of Laish. 
16. And her husband went with her alon 
weeping behind her to Bahurim. Then sai 
Abner unto him, Go, return. And he 
returned. 

17. § And Abner had communication with 
the elders of Israel, saying, Ye sought for David 
in times past to be king over you: 
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18. Now then do 7: for the 
Lorp hath spoken of David, 
saying, By the hand of my sery- 
ant David I will save my 
people Israel out of the hand of 
the Philistines, and out of the 
hand of all their enemies. 

19. And Abner also spake 
in the ears of Benjamin: and 
Abner went also to speak in the 
ears of David in Hebron all that 
seemed good to Israel, and that 
seemed good to the whole house 
of Benjamin. 

20. So Abner came to David 
to Hebron, and twenty men with 
him. And David made Abner 
and the men that were with 
him a feast. 

21. And Abner said unto 
David, I will arise and go, and 
will gather all Israel unto my 
lord the king, that they may 
make a league with thee, and 
that thou mayest reign over all 
that thine heart desireth. And 
David sent Abner away; and 
he went in peace. 

22. 4 And, behold, theservants 
of David and Joab came from 
pursuing a troop, and brought 
in a great spoil with them: but 
Abner was not with David in 
Hebron; for he had sent him 
away, and he was gone in peace. 

23. When Joab and all the 
host that was with him were 
come, they told Joab, saying, 
Abner the son of Ner came to 
the king, and he hath sent him 
away, and he is gone in peace. 

24. Then Joab came to the king, and said, 
What hast thou done? behold, Abner came unto 
thee; why zs it that thou hast sent him away, 
and he is quite gone? 

- 25. Thou knowest Abner the son of Ner, 
that he came to deceive thee, and to know th 
going out and thy coming in, and to know all 
that thou doest. 

26. And when Joab was come out from 
David, he sent messengers after Abner, which 
brought him again from the well of Sirah: but 
David knew 7 not. 

27. And when Abner was returned to Hebron, 
Joab took him aside in the gate to speak with him 
quietly, and smote him there under the fifth rib, 
that he died, for the blood of Asahel his brother. 

(II-14) 
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THE FRIENDSHIP OF JONATHAN AND DAVID. I Samuel xviii. 1. 


‘“‘And it came to pass, when he had made an end of speaking unto Saul, that the soul of 
Jonathan was knit with the soul of David, and Jonathan loved him as his own soul.” 


28. § And afterward when David heard it, 
he said, I and my kingdom are guiltless before 
the Lorp for ever from the blood of Abner the 
son of Ner: 

29. Let it rest on the head of Joab, and on 
all his father’s house; and let there not fail from 
the house of Joab one that hath an issue, or 
that is a leper, or that leaneth on a staff, or that 
falleth on the sword, or that lacketh bread. 

30. So Joab and Abishai his brother slew 
Abner, because he had slain their brother Asahel 
at Gibeon in the battle. 

31. § And David said to Joab, and to all 
the people that were with him, Rend your clothes, 
and gird you with sackcloth, and mourn before 
Abner. And king David himself followed the bier. 
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32. And they buried Abner in Hebron: 
and the king lifted up his voice, and wept at 
the grave of Abner; and all the people wept. 

33. And the king lamented over Abner, and 
said, Died Abner as a fool dieth? 

34. Thy hands. were not bound, nor thy 
feet put into fetters: as a man falleth before 
wicked men, so fellest thou. And all the people 
wept again over him. 

35. And when all the people came to cause 
David to eat meat while it was yet day, David 
sware, saying, So do God to me, and more also, if 
I taste bread, or aught else, till the sun be down. 

36. And all the people took notice of %, 
and it pleased them: as whatsoever the king did 
pleased all the people. 


37. For all the people and all Israel under- 


stood that day that it was not of the king to 
slay Abner the son of Ner. 

38. And the king said unto his servants, 
Know ye not that there is a prince and a great 
man fallen this day in Israel? 

39. And I am this day weak, though anointed 
king; and these men the sons of Zeruiah be 
too hard for me: the Lorp shall reward the 
doer of evil according to his wickedness. 


CHAPTER IV 








ND when Saul’s son heard that 
Abner was dead in Hebron, his 
hands -were feeble, and all the 
Israelites were troubled. 

2. And Saul’s son had two 
Z ] men that were captains of bands: 
pecceecceoeeesithe name of the one was 
Baanah, and the name of the other Rechab, the 
sons of Rimmon a Beerothite, of the children 
of Benjamin: (for Beeroth also was reckoned to 
Benjamin: 

3. And the Beerothites fled to Gittaim, and 
were sojourners there until this day.) 

4. And Jonathan, Saul’s son, had a son that 
was lame of his feet. He was five years old 
when the tidings came of Saul and Jonathan 
out of Jezreel, and his nurse took him up, and 
fled: and it came to pass, as she made haste to 
flee, that he fell, and became lame. And his 
name was Mephibosheth. 

5. And the sons of Rimmon the Beerothite, 
Rechab and Baanah, went, and came about the 
heat of the day to the house of Ish-bosheth, who 
lay on a bed at noon. 

6. And they came thither into the midst of 
the house, as though they would have fetched 
wheat; and they smote him under the fifth rib: 
and Rechab and Baanah his brother escaped. 
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7. For when they came into the house, he lay 
on his bed in his bedchamber, and theysmote him, 
and slew him, and beheaded him, and took 
his head, and gat them away through the plain 
all night. 

8. And they brought the head of Ish-bosheth 
unto David to Hebron, and said to the king, 
Behold the head of Ish-bosheth the son of Saul 
thine enemy, which sought thy life; and the Lorp 
hath avenged my lord the king this day of Saul, 
and of his seed. 

9. § And David answered Rechab and Baanah 
his brother, the sons of Rimmon the Beerothite, 
and said unto them, As the Lorp liveth, who 
hath redeemed my soul out of all adversity, 

10. When one told me, saying, Behold, Saul is 
dead, thinking to have brought good tidings, I 
took hold of him, and slew him in Ziklag, who 
thought that I would have given him a reward for 
his tidings: 

11. How much more, when wicked men have 
slain a righteous person in his own house upon 
his bed? shall I not therefore now require his 
blood of your hand, and take you away from 
the earth? 

12. And David commanded his young men, 
and they slew them, and cut off their hands and 
their feet, and hanged them up over the pool in 
Hebron. But they took the head of Ish-bosheth, 
and buried % in the sepulchre of Abner in Hebron. 


CHAPTER V 


-° {HEN came all the tribes of Israel 
#lto David unto Hebron, and 
spake, saying, Behold, we are thy 
bone and thy flesh. 

| 2. Also in time past, when 
Saul was king over us, thou wast 
seesecce he that leddest out and brought- 
est in Israel: and the Lorp said to thee, ‘Thou 
shalt feed my people Israel, and thou shalt be a 
captain over Israel. 

3. So all the elders of Israel came to the king 
to Hebron; and king David made a league with 
them in Hebron before the Lorp: and they 
anointed David king over Israel. 

4. § David was thirty years old when he began 
to reign, and he reigned forty years. 

5. In Hebron he reigned over Judah seven 
years and six months: and in Jerusalem he 
reigned thirty and three years over all Israel and 
Judah. 

6. § And the king and his men went to Jeru- 
salem unto the Jebusites, the inhabitants of the 
land: which spake unto David, saying, Except 
thou take away the blind and the lame, thou 
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shalt not come in hither: thinking, David cannot 
come in hither. 

7. Nevertheless, David took the strong hold 
of Zion: the same ts the city of David. 

8. And David said on that day, Whosoever 
getteth up to the gutter, and smiteth the Jebu- 
sites, and the lame and the blind, that are hated 


he had exalted his kingdom for his people 
Israel's sake. 

13. § And David took him more coneubines 
and wives out of Jerusalem, after he was come 
from Hebron: and there were yet sons and 
daughters born to David. 

14. And these be the names of those that were 





J. James Tissot. 


Copyright by de Brunoff, 1904, 


SAUL ENDEAVOURS TO PIERCE DAVID. I Samuel xviii. 11. 


“And Saul cast the javelin; for he said, I will smite David even to 


the wall with it. 


of David’s soul, he shall be chief and captain. 
Wherefore they said, The blind and the lame 
shall not come into the house. 

9. So David dwelt in the fort, and called it the 
city of David. And David built round about 
from Millo and inward. 

10. And David went on, and grew great, and 
the Lorp God of hosts was with him. 

11. § And Hiram king of Tyre sent messengers 
to David, and cedar trees, and carpenters, and 
masons: and they built David a house. 

12. And David perceived that the Lorp 
had established him king over Israel, and that 

(II-14*) 


And David avoided out of his presence twice.” 


born unto him in Jerusalem; Shammuah, and 
Shobab, and Nathan, and Solomon, 

15. Ibhar also, and Elishua, and Nepheg, and 
Japhia, 

16. And Elishama, and Eliada, and Eliphalet. 

17. §| But when the Philistines heard that they 
had anointed David king over Israel, all the 
Philistines came up to seek David; and David 
heard of it, and went down to the hold. 

18. The Philistines also came and spread 
themselves in the valley of Rephaim. 

19. And David inquired of the Lorn, saying, 
Shall I go up to the Philistines? wilt thou deliver 
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them into mine hand? And the Lorp said unto 
David, Go up: for I will doubtless deliver the 
Philistines into thine hand. 

20. And David came to Baal-perazim, and 
David smote them there, and said, The Lorp 
hath broken forth upon mine enemies before me, 
as the breach of waters. Therefore he called the 
name of that place Baal-perazim 

21. And there they left their images, and 
David and his men burned them. 

22. | And the Philistines came up yet again, 
and spread themselves in the valley of ‘Rephaim. 

23. And when David inquired ‘of the Lorn, 
he said, Thou shalt not go up; but fetch a compass 
behind them, and come upon them over against 
the mulberry trees. 

24. And let it be, when thou hearest the sound 
of a going in the tops of the mulberry trees, that 
then thou shalt bestir thyself: for then shall the 
Lorp go out before thee, to smite the host of the 
Philistines. 

25. And David did so, as the Lorp had com- 
manded him; and smote the Philistines from 
Geba until thou come to Gazer. 


CHAPTER VI 




















a |GAIN, David gathered together 

: all ine ahGen men of Israel, 
thirty thousand. 

2. And David arose, and went 
with all the people that were with 
M}]] him from Baale of Judah, to bring 
rr } up from thence the ark of God, 
whose name is called by the name of the Lorp 
of hosts that dwelleth between the cherubim. 

3. And they set the ark of God upon a new 
eart, and brought it out of the house of Abinadab 
Afra was in Gibeah: and Uzzah and Ahio, the 
sons of Abinadab, drave the new cart. 

4. And they brought it out of the house of 
Abinadab which was at Gibeah, accompanying 
the ark of God: and Ahio went before the ark. 

5. And David and all the house of Israel 
played before the Lorp on all manner of istru- 
ments made of fir wood, even on harps, and on 
psalteries; and on timbrels, and on cornets, and 
on cymbals. 

6. { And when they came to Nachon’s thresh- 
ingfloor, Uzzah put forth his hand to the 
ark of God, and took hold of it; for the oxen 
shook at. 

7. And the anger of the Lorp was kindled 
against Uzzah, and God smote him there for his 
error; and there he died by the ark of God. 

8. And David was displeased, because the 
Lorp had made a_ breach upon Uzzah: and 











he called the name of the place Perez-uzzah to 
this day. 

9. And David was afraid of the Lorp that 
day, and said, How shall the ark of the Lorp 
come to me? 

10. So David would not remove the ark of 
the Lorp unto him into the city of David: 
but David carried it aside into the house of 
Obed-edom the Gittite. 

11. And the ark of the Lorp continued in the 
house of Obed-edom the Gittite three months: 
and the Lorp blessed Obed-edom, and all his 
household. 

12. § And it was told king David, saying, The 
Lorp hath blessed the house of Obed-edom, and 
all that pertaineth unto him, because of the ark of 
God. So David went and brought up the ark 
of God from the house of Obed-edom into the 
city of David with gladness. 

13. And it was so, that when they that bare 
the ark of the Lorp had gone six paces, he 
sacrificed oxen and fatlings. 

14. And David danced before the Lorp with 
all his might; and David was girded with a linen 
ephod. 

15. So David and all the house of Israel 
brought up the ark of the Lorp with shouting, 
and with the sound of the trumpet. 

16. And as the ark of the Lorp came into the 
city of David, Michal Saul’s daughter looked 
through a window, and saw king David leaping 
and dancing before the Lorp; and she despised 
him in her heart. 

17. § And they brought in the ark of the 
Lorp, and set it in his place, in the midst of the 
tabernacle that David had pitched for it: and 
David offered burnt offerings and pests ieee: 
before the Lorp. 

18. And as soon as David had made an on 
of offering burnt offerings and peace offerings, he 
blessed the people in the name of the Lorp of 
hosts. 

19. And he dealt among all the people, even 
among the whole multitude of Israel, as well to 
the women as men, to every one a cake of 
bread, and a good piece of flesh, and a flagon 
of wine. So all the people departed every one 
to his house. 

20. § Then David returned to bless his house- 
hold. And Michal the daughter of Saul came out 
to meet David, and said, How glorious was the 
king of Israel to day, who uncovered himself 
to day in the eyes of the handmaids of his 
servants, as one of the vain fellows shamelessly 
uncovereth himself! 

21. And David said unto Michal, Jt was 
before the Lorp. which chose me before thy 
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father, and before all his house, to appoint me 
ruler over the people of the Lorn, over Israel: 
therefore will I play before the Lorp. 

22. And I will yet be more vile than thus, and 
will be base in mine own sight: and of the maid- 
servants which thou hast spoken of, of them shall 
I be had in honour. 

23. Therefore Michal the daughter of Saul 
had no child unto the day of her death. 


CHAPTER VII 


4|ND it came to pass, when the 
|/king sat in his house, and the 
Lorp had given him rest round 
@\| about from all his enemies; 
Wii} 2. That the king said unto 
Xd}/ Nathan the prophet, See now, I 
oPeverrrivez dwell in a house of cedar, but the 
ark of God dwelleth within curtains. 





3. And Nathan said to the king, Go, do all 
that zs in thine heart; for the Lorp is with thee. 

4. § And it came to pass that night, that the 
word of the Lorp came unto Nathan, saying, 

5. Go and tell my servant David, Thus saith 
the Lorp, Shalt thou build me a house for me to 
dwell in? 

6. Whereas I have not dwelt in any house 
since the time that I brought up the children of 
Israel out of Egypt, even to this day, but have 
walked in a tent and in a tabernacle. 

7. Inall the places wherein I have walked with 
all the children of Israel spake I a word with any 
of the tribes of Israel, whom I commanded to 
feed my people Israel, saying, Why build ye not 
me a house of cedar? 

8. Now therefore so shalt thou say unto my 
servant David, Thus saith the Lorp of hosts, I 
took thee from the sheepcote, from following the 
sheep, to be ruler over my people, over Israel: 
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9. And I was with thee whithersoever thou 
wentest, and have cut off all thine enemies out 
of thy sight, and have made thee a great name, 
like unto the name of the great men that are in 
the earth. 

10. Moreover I will appoint a place for my 
people Israel, and will plant them, that they 
may dwell in a place of their own, and move 
no more; neither shall the children of wicked- 
ness afflict them any more, as beforetime, 

11. And as since the time that I commanded 
judges to be over my people Israel, and have 
caused thee to rest from all thine enemies. 
Also the Lorp telleth thee that he will make 
thee a house. 

12. § And when thy days be fulfilled, and 
thou shalt sleep with thy fathers, I will set up 
thy seed after thee, which shall proceed out of 
thy bowels, and I will establish his kingdom. 

13. He shall build a house for my name, and 
I will stablish the throne of his kingdom for 
ever. 

14. I will be his father, and he shall be my 
son. If he commit iniquity, I will chasten him 
with the rod of men, and with the stripes of the 
children of men: 

15. But my mercy shall not depart away 
from him, as I took 2 from Saul, whom I put 
away before thee. 

16. And thine house and thy kingdom shall 
be established for ever before thee: thy throne 
shall be established for ever. 

17. According to all these words, and 
according to all this vision, so did Nathan 
speak unto David. 

18. § Then went king David in, and sat 
before the Lorp, and he said, Who am I, O 
Lord Gop? and what is my house, that thou hast 
brought me hitherto? 

19. And this was yet a small thing in thy 
sight, O Lord Gop; but thou hast spoken also 
of thy servant’s house for a great while to come. 
And ts this the manner of man, O Lord Gop? 

20. And what can David say more unto thee? 
for thou, Lord Gop, knowest thy servant. 

21. For thy word’s sake, and according to 
thine own heart, hast thou done all these great 
things, to make thy servant know them. 

22. Wherefore thou art great, O Lorp God: 
for there 1s none like thee, neither is there any 
God besides thee, according to all that we have 
heard with our ears. 

23. And what one nation in the earth 7s like 
thy people, even like Israel, whom God went 
to redeem for a people to himself, and to make 
him a name, and to do for you great things and 
terrible, for thy land, before thy people, which 


IY SAMUEL 413 


thou redeemedst to thee from Egypt, jrom the 
nations and their gods? 

24. For thou hast confirmed to thyself thy 
people Israel to be a people unto thee for ever: 
and thou, Lorp, art become their God. 

25. And now, O Lorp God, the word that 
thou hast spoken concerning thy servant, and 
concerning his house, establish it for ever, and 
do as thou hast said. 

26. And let thy name be magnified for ever, 
saying, The Lorp of hosts is the God over 
Israel: and let the house of thy servant David 
be established before thee. 

27. For thou, O Lorp of hosts, God of Israel, 
hast revealed to thy servant, saying, I will build 
thee a house: therefore hath thy servant found 
in his heart to pray this prayer unto thee. 

28. And now, O Lord Gop, thou art that God, 
and thy words be true, and thou hast promised 
this goodness unto thy servant: 

29. ‘Therefore now let it please thee to bless 
the house of thy servant, that it may continue 
for ever before thee: for thou, O Lord Gop, 
hast spoken 7: and with thy blessing let the 
house of thy servant be blessed for ever. 


CHAPTER VIII 
peceeeceesee NI) after this it came to pass, 
that David smote the Philis- 
tines, and subdued them: and 
David took Metheg-ammah out 
of the hand of the Philistines. 

2. And he smote Moab, and 
beccccccecees| measured them with a _ line, 
casting them down to the ground; even with two 
lines measured he to put to death, and with one 
full line to keep alive. And so the Moabites 
became David’s servants, and brought gifts. 

3. § David smote also Hadadezer, the son 
of Rehob, king of Zobah, as he went to recover 
his border at the river Euphrates. 

4. And David took from him a_ thousand 
chariots, and seven hundred horsemen, and 
twenty thousand footmen: and David houghed 
all the chariot horses, but reserved of them for 
a hundred chariots. 

5. And when the Syrians of Damascus came 
to succour Hadadezer king of Zobah, David slew 
of the Syrians two and twenty thousand men. 

6. Then David put garrisons in Syria of 
Damascus: and the Syrians became servants to 
David, and brought gifts. And the Lorp 
preserved David whithersoever he went. 

7. And David took the shields of gold that 
were on the servants of Hadadezer, and brought 
them to Jerusalem. 
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8. And from Betah, and from Berothai, cities 
of Hadadezer, king David took exceeding much 
brass. 

9. § When Toi king of Hamath heard that 
David had smitten all the host of Hadadezer, 

10. ‘Then Toi sent Joram his son unto king 
David, to salute him, and to bless him, because 
he had fought against Hadadezer, and smitten 
him: for Hadadezer had wars with Toi. And 
Joram brought with him vessels of silver, and 
vessels of gold, and vessels of brass: 

11. Which also king David did dedicate unto 
the Lorp, with the silver and gold that he had 
dedicated of all nations which he subdued; 

12. Of Syria, and of Moab, and of the chil- 
dren of Ammon, and of the Philistines, and of 
Amalek, and of the spoil of Hadadezer, son of 
Rehob, king of Zobah. 

13. And David gat him a name when he 
returned from smiting of the Syrians in the valley 
of salt, being eighteen thousand men. 

14. § And he put garrisons in Edom; through- 
out all Edom put he garrisons, and all they of 
Edom became David’s servants. And the Lorp 
preserved David whithersoever he went. 

15. And David reigned over all Israel; and 
David executed judgment and justice unto all 
his people. 

16. And Joab the son of Zeruiah was over 
the host; and Jehoshaphat the son of Ahilud 
was recorder; 

17. And Zadok the son of Ahitub, and 
Ahimelech the son of Abiathar, were the priests; 
and Seraiah was the scribe; 

18. And Benaiah the son of Jehoiada was 
over both the Cherethites and the Pelethites; and 
David’s sons were chief rulers. 


CHAPTER IX 







*aND David said, Is there yet 
|| any that is left of the house 
of Saul, that I may shew him 
kindness for Jonathan’s sake? 
2. And there was of the house 
AY NQi| of Saul a servant whose name 
peccseceees| was Ziba. And when they had 
called him unto David, the king said unto 
him, Art thou Ziba? And he said, Thy servant 
as he. 

3. And the king said, Is there not yet any 
of the house of Saul, that I may shew the kind- 
ness of God unto him? And Ziba said unto the 
king, Jonathan hath yet a son, which is lame on 
his feet. 

4. And the king said unto him, Where is 


he? And Ziba said unto the king, Behold, 









py 
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he zs in the house of Machir, the son of Ammiel, in 
Lo-debar. 

5. § Then king David sent, and fetched him 
out of the house of Machir, the son of Ammiel, 
from Lo-debar. 

6. Now when Mephibosheth, the son of 
Jonathan, the son of Saul, was come unto David, 
he fell on his face, and did reverence. And 
David said, Mephibosheth. And he answered, 
Behold thy servant! 

7. § And David said unto him, Fear not: for 
I will surely shew thee kindness for Jonathan 
thy father’s sake, and will restore thee all the 
land of Saul thy father; and thou shalt eat bread 
at my table continually. 

8. And he bowed himself, and said, What 
is thy servant, that thou shouldest look upon such 
a dead dog as I am? 

9. § Then the king called to Ziba, Saul’s 
servant, and said unto him, I have given unto 
thy master’s son all that pertained to Saul and 
to all his house. 

10. ‘Tiou therefore, and thy sons, and thy 
servants, shall till the land for him, and thou 
shalt bring in the fruits, that thy master’s son may 
have food to eat: but Mephibosheth thy master’s 
son shall eat bread alway at my table. Now 
Ziba had fifteen sons and twenty servants. 

11. Then said Ziba unto the king, Accord- 
ing to all that my lord the king hath commanded 
his servant, so shall thy servant do. As for 
Mephibosheth, sazd the king, he shall eat at my 
table, as one of the king’s sons. 

12. And Mephibosheth had a young son, 
whose name was Micha. And all that dwelt 
in the house of Ziba were servants unto 
Mephibosheth. 

13. So Mephibosheth dwelt in Jerusalem: 
for he did eat continually at the king’s table; 
and was lame on both his feet. 


CHAPTER X 





4]ND it came to pass after this, 
{| that the king of the children 
of Ammon died, and Hanun 
his son reigned in his stead. 
(/- 2. Then said David, I will 
se) \Qj| shew kindness unto Hanun the 
peceeeecseeseed)son of Nahash, as his father 
shewed kindness unto me. And David sent to 
comfort him by the hand of his servants for his 
father. And Davyid’s servants came into the 
land of the children of Ammon. 
3. And the princes of the children of Ammon 
said unto Hanun their lord, Thinkest thou that 
David doth honour thy father, that he hath 















sent comforters unto thee? hath not David 
rather sent his servants unto thee, to search the 
city, and to spy it out, and to overthrow it? 

4. Wherefore Hanun took David’s servants, 
and shaved off the one half of their beards, and 
cut off their garments in the middle, even to 
their buttocks, and sent them away. 

5. When they told 7 unto David, he sent to 
meet them, because the men were greatly ashamed: 
and the king said, Tarry at Jericho until your 
beards be grown, and then return. 

6. § And when the children of Ammon saw 
that they stank before David, the children of 
Ammon sent and hired the Syrians of Beth-rehob, 
and the Syrians of Zoba, twenty thousand foot- 
men, and of king Maacah a thousand men, and 
of Ish-tob twelve thousand men. 

7. And when David heard of 7, he sent Joab, 
and all the host of the mighty men. 

8. And the children of Ammon came out, 
and put the battle in array at the entering in 
of the gate: and the Syrians of Zoba, and of 
Rehob, and Ish-tob, and Maacah, were by 
themselves in the field. 

9. When Joab saw that the front of the battle 
was against him before and behind, he chose 
of all the choice men of Israel, and put them in 
array against the Syrians: 

10. And the rest of the people he delivered 
into the hand of Abishai his brother, that he 
might put them in array against the children of 
Ammon. 

11. And he said, If the Syrians be too strong 
for me, then thou shalt help me: but if the chil- 
dren of Ammon be too strong for thee, then I 
will come and help thee. 

12. Be of good courage, and let us play the 
men for our people, and for the cities of our 
God: and the Lorp do that which seemeth 
him good. 

13. And Joab drew nigh, and the people that 
were with him, unto the battle against the 
Syrians: and they fled before him. 

14. And when the children of Ammon saw 
that the Syrians were fled, then fled they also 
before Abishai, and entered into the city. So 
Joab returned from the children of Ammon, and 
came to Jerusalem. 

15. § And when the Syrians saw that they 
were smitten before Israel, they gathered 
themselves together. 

16. And Hadarezer sent, and brought out the 
Syrians that were beyond the river; and they 
came to Helam: and Shobach the captain of the 
host of Hadarezer went before them. 

17. And when it was told David, he gathered 
all Israel together, and passed over Torin and 
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came to Helam. And the Syrians set themselves 
in array against David, and fought with him. 
18. And the Syrians fled before Israel; and 
David slew the men of seven hundred chariots of 
the Syrians, and forty thousand horsemen, and 
smote Shobach the captain of their host, who 
died there. 

19. And when all the kings that were servants 
to Hadarezer saw that they were smitten before 
Israel, they made peace with Israel, and served 
them. So the Syrians feared to help the children 
of Ammon any more. 


CHAPTER XI 


1. And it came to pass, after the year was 
expired, at the time when kings go forth to 
battle, that David sent Joab, and his servants 

(IT-15) 
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with him, and all Israel; and they destroyed 
the children of Ammon, and besieged Rabbah. 
But David tarried still at Jerusalem. 

2. € And it came to pass in an eveningtide, 
that David arose from off his bed, and walked 
upon the roof of the king’s house: and from the 
roof he saw a woman washing herself; and the 
woman was very beautiful to look upon. 

3. And David sent and inquired after the 
woman. And one said, Js not this Bath-sheba, 
the daughter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah the 
Hittite? 

4. And David sent messengers, and took her; 
and she came in unto him, and he lay with her; 
for she was purified from her uncleanness: and 
she returned unto her house. 

5. And the woman conceived, and sent and 
told David, and said, I am with child. 
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6. § And David sent to Joab, saying, Send me 
Uriah the Hittite. And Joab sent Uriah to 
David. 

7. And when Uriah was come unto him, 
David demanded of him how Joab did, and 
how the people did, and how the war prospered. 





J. James Tissot. 


in the open fields; shall I then go into mine house, 
to eat and to drink, and to lie with my wife? as 
thou livest, and as thy soul liveth, I will not do 
this thing. 

12. And David said to Uriah, Tarry here to 
day also, and to morrow I will let thee depart. 
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8. And David said to Uriah, Go down to thy 
house, and wash thy feet. And Uriah departed 
out of the king’s house, and there followed him 
a mess of meat from the king. 

9. But Uriah slept at the door of the king’s 
house with all the servants of his lord, and went 
not down to his house. 

10. And when they had told David, saying, 
Uriak went not down unto his house, David said 
unto Uriah, Camest thou not from thy journey? 
why then didst thou not go down unto thine 
house? 

11. And Uriah said unto David, The ark, and 
Israel, and Judah, abide in tents; and my lord 
Joab, and the servants of my lord, are encamped 


So Uriah abode in Jerusalem that day, and the 
morrow. 

13. And when David had called him, he did 
eat and drink before him; and he made him 
drunk: and at even he went out to lie on his bed 
with the servants of his lord, but went not down 
to his house. 

14. § And it came to pass in the morning, 
that David wrote a letter to Joab, and sent 2 by 
the hand of Uriah. 

15. And he wrote in the letter, saying, Set 
ye Uriah in the forefront of the hottest battle, 
and retire ye from him, that he may be smitten, 


and die. 
16. And it came to pass, when Joab observed 
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the city, that he assigned Uriah unto a place 
where he knew that valiant men were. 

17. And the men of the city went out, and 
fought with Joab: and there fell some of the people 
of the servants of David; and Uriah the Hittite 
died also. 

18. § Then Joab sent and told David all the 
things concerning the war; 

19. And charged the messenger, saying, When 
thou hast made an end of telling the matters of 
the war unto the king, 

20. And if so be that the king’s wrath arise, 
and he say unto thee, Wherefore approached ye 
so nigh unto the city when ye did fight? knew ye 
not that they would shoot from the wall? 

21. Who smote Abimelech the son of Jerub- 
besheth? did not a woman cast a piece of a 
millstone upon him from the wall, that he 
died in Thebez? why went ye nigh the wall? 
then say thou, Thy servant Uriah the Hittite 
is dead also. 

22. | So the messenger went, and came and 
shewed David all that Joab had sent him for. 

23. And the messenger said unto David, 
Surely the men prevailed against us, and came out 
unto us into the field, and we were upon them 
even unto the entering of the gate. 

24. And the shooters shot from off the wall 
upon thy servants; and some of the king’s serv- 
ants be dead, and thy servant Uriah the Hittite 
is dead also. 

25. ‘Then David said unto the messenger, 
Thus shalt thou say unto Joab, Let not this thing 
displease thee, for the sword devoureth one as 
well as another: make thy battle more strong 
against the city, and overthrow it: and encourage 
thou him. 

26. § And when the wife of Uriah heard that 
Uriah her husband was dead, she mourned for 
her husband. . 

27. And when the mourning was past, David 
sent and fetched her to his house, and she became 
his wife, and bare him ason. But the thing that 
David had done displeased the Lorp. 


CHAPTER XII 


and said unto him, There were 
| two men in one city; the one 
/i\\| rich, and the other poor. 

£7) NGj| 2. The rich man had exceed- 
> eeeee ding many flocks and herds: 

3. But the poor man had nothing, save one 
little ewe lamb, which he had bought and 
nourished up: and it grew up together with him, 
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and with his children; it did eat of his own 
meat, and drank of his own cup, and lay in his 
bosom, and was unto him as a daughter. 

4. And there came a traveller unto the rich 
man, and he spared to take of his own flock and 
of his own herd, to dress for the wayfaring man 
that was come unto him; but took the poor man’s 
lamb, and dressed it for the man that was come 
to him. 

5. And David’s anger was greatly kindled 
against the man; and he said to Nathan, As the 
Lorp liveth, the man that hath done this thing 
shall surely die: 

6. And he shall restore the lamb fourfold, 

because he did this thing, and because he had no 
nity. 
7. § And Nathan said to David, Thou art the 
man. ‘Thus saith the Lorp God of Israel, I 
anointed thee king over Israel, and I delivered 
thee out of the hand of Saul; 

8. And I gave thee thy master’s house, and 
thy master’s wives into thy bosom, and gave thee 
the house of Israel and of Judah; and if that had 
been too little, | would moreover have given unto 
thee such and such things. 

9. Wherefore hast thou despised the com- 
mandment of the Lorp, to do evil in his sight? 
thou hast killed Uriah the Hittite with the sword, 
and hast taken his wife to be thy wife, and hast 
slain him with the sword of the children of 
Ammon. 

10. Now therefore the sword shall never 
depart from thine house; because thou hast 
despised me, and hast taken the wife of Uriah 
the Hittite to be thy wife. 

11. Thus saith the Lorp, Behold, I will raise 
up evil against thee out of thine own house, and I 
will take thy wives before thine eyes, and give 
them unto thy neighbour, and he shall lie with thy 
wives in the sight of this sun. 

12. For thou didst 7 secretly: but I will do 
this thing before all Israel, and before the sun. 

13. And David said unto Nathan, I have 
sinned against the Lorp. And Nathan said unto 
David, ‘The Lorp also hath put away thy sin; 
thou shalt not die. 

14. Howbeit, because by this deed thou hast 
given great occasion to the enemies of the Lorp 
to blaspheme, the child also that 7s born unto thee 
shall surely die. 

15. § And Nathan departed unto his house. 
And the Lorp struck the child that Uriah’s wife 
bare unto David, and it was very sick. 

16. David therefore besought God for the 
child; and David fasted, and went in, and lay all 
night upon the earth. 

17. And the elders of his house arose, and 
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J. James Tissot. 


DAVID AND AHIMELECH. 


I Samuel xxi. 


*'Then came David to Nob to Ahimelech the priest: and Ahimelech was afraid at the 
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1. 
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when the child was dead, thou 
didst rise and eat bread. 

22. And he said, While the 
child was yet alive, I fasted and 
wept: for I said, Who can tell 
whether Gop will be gracious to 
me, that the child may live? 

23. But now he is dead, where- 
fore should I fast? can I bring him 
back again? I shall go to him, 
but he shall not return to me. 

24. § And David comforted 
Bath-sheba his wife, and went 
in unto her, and lay with her: 
and she bare a son, and he ealled 
his name Solomon: and the Lorp 
loved him. 

25. And he sent by the hand 
of Nathan the prophet; and he 
called his name Jedidiah, because 
of the Lorp. 

26. § And Joab fought against 
Rabbah of the children of Ammon, 
and took the royal city. 

27. And Joab sent messengers 
to David, and said, I have fought 
against Rabbah, and have taken 
the city of waters. 

28. Now therefore gather the 
rest of the people together, and 
encamp against the city, and take 
it: lest I take the city, and it be 
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meeting of David, and said unto him, Why art thou alone, and no man with thee?” called after my name. 


went to him, to raise him up from the earth: 
but he would not, neither did he eat bread 
with them. 

18. And it came to pass on the seventh day, 
that the child died. And the servants of David 
feared to tell him that the child was dead: for they 
said, Behold, while the child was yet alive, we 
spake unto him, and he would not hearken unto 
our voice: how will he then vex himself, if we tell 
him that the child is dead? 

19. But when David saw that his servants 
whispered, David perceived that the child was 
dead: therefore David said unto his servants, Is 
the child dead? And they said, He is dead. 

20. ‘Then David arose from the earth, and 
washed, and anointed himselj, and changed his 
apparel, and came into the house of the Lorp, 
and worshipped: then he came to his own house; 
and when he required, they set bread before him, 
and he did eat. 

21. Then said his servants unto him, What 
thing is this that thou hast done? thou didst fast 
and weep for the child, while it was alive; but 


29. And David gathered all the 
people together, and went to Rabbah, and fought 
against it, and took it. 

30. And he took their king’s crown from off 
his head, the weight whereof was a talent of gold 
with the precious stones: and it was set on David’s 
head. And he brought forth the spoil of the city 
in great abundance. 

31. And he brought forth the people that 
were therein, and put them under saws, and under 
harrows of iron, and under axes of iron, and made 
them pass through the brick-kiln: and thus did 
he unto all the cities of the children of Ammon. 
So David and all the people returned unto 
Jerusalem. 


CHAPTER XIII 


1. And it came to pass after this, that Absa- 
lom the son of David had a fair sister, whose 
name was Tamar; and Amnon the son of David 
loved her. 

2. And Amnon was so vexed, that he fell sick 
for his sister Tamar; for she was a virgin; and 
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Amnon thought it hard for him to do any thing 
to her. 

3. But Amnon had a friend, whose name was 
Jonadab, the son of Shimeah David’s brother: 
and Jonadab was a very subtile man. 

4. And he said unto him, Why art thou, being 
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8. So Tamar went to her brother Amnon’s 
house; and he was laid down.” And she took flour, 
and kneaded zt, and made cakes in his sight, and 
did bake the cakes. 

9. And she took a pan, and poured them out 
before him; but he refused to eat. And Amnon 
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DAVID GOES TO THE CAVE OF ADULLAM. I Samuel xxii. 1. 


“David therefore departed thence, and escaped to the cave Adullam: and when 
his brethren and all his father’s house heard it, they went down thither to him.” 


the king’s son, lean from day to day? wilt thou 
not tell me? And Amnon said unto him, I love 
Tamar, my brother Absalom’s sister. 

5. And Jonadab said unto him, Lay thee down 
on thy bed, and make thyself sick: and when thy 
father cometh to see thee, say unto him, I pray 
thee, let my sister Tamar come, and give me meat, 
and dress the meat in my sight, that I may see 7, 
and eat v at her hand. 

6. §| So Amnon lay down, and made himself 
sick: and when the king was come to see 
him, Amnon said unto the king, I pray thee, 
let Tamar my sister come, and make me a 
couple of cakes in my sight, that I may eat at 
her hand. 

7. Then David sent home to Tamar, saying, 
Go now to thy brother Amnon’s house, and dress 
him meat. 


said, Have out all menfrom me. And they went 
out every man from him. 

10. And Amnon said unto T'amar, Bring the 
meat into the chamber, that I may eat of thine 
hand. And Tamar took the cakes which she had 
made, and brought them into the chamber to 
Amnon her brother. 

11. And when she had brought them unto him 
to eat, he took hold of her, and said unto her, 
Come lie with me, my sister. 

12. And she answered him, Nay, my brother, 
do not force me; for no such thing ought to be 
done in Israel: do not thou this folly. 

13. And I, whither shall I cause my shame to 

o? and as for thee, thou shalt be as one of the 
Fools in Israel. Now therefore, I pray thee, 
speak unto the king; for he will not withhold me 
from thee. 
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14. Howbeit he would not hearken unto her 
voice: but, being stronger than she, forced her, 
and lay with her. 

15. § Then Amnon hated her exceedingly; 
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so that the hatred wherewith he hated her was 
greater than the love wherewith he had loved 
her. And Amnon said unto her, Arise, be gone. 

16. And she said unto him, There is no cause: 
this evil in sending me away is greater than the 
other that thou didst unto me. But he would not 
hearken unto her. 

17. Then he called his servant that ministered 
unto him, and said, Put now this woman out from 
me, and bolt the door after her. 

18. And she had a garment of divers colours 
upon her: for with such robes were the king’s 
daughters that were virgins apparelled. ‘Then 


his servant brought her out, and bolted the door 


after her. 
19. {| And Tamar put ashes on her head, 
and rent her garment of divers colours that was 


SAUL COMMANDS DOEG TO SLAY THE PRIESTS. I Samuel xxii. 18. 


“And the king said to Doeg, Turn thou, and fall upon the priests. And Doeg the Edomite turned, and he 
fell upon the priests, and slew on that day fourscore and five persons that did wear a linen ephod.” 


on her, and laid her hand on her head, and went 
on crying. 

20. And Absalom her brother said unto her, 
Hath Amnon thy brother been with thee? but 
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hold now thy peace, my sister: he is thy brother; 
regard not this thing. So Tamar remained 
desolate in her brother Absalom’s house. 

21. § But when king David heard of all these 
things, he was very wroth. 

22. And Absalom spake unto his brother 
Amnon neither good nor bad: for Absalom 
hated Amnon, because he had forced his sister 
Tamar. 

23. § And it came to pass after two full years, 
that Absalom had sheepshearers in Baal-hazor, 
which 2s beside Ephraim: and Absalom invited 
all the king’s sons. 

24. And Absalom came to the king, and said, 
Behold now, thy servant hath sheepshearers; let 
the king, I beseech thee, and his servants go with 
thy servant. 
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25. And the king said to Absalom, Nay, my 
son, let us not all now go, lest we be chargeable 
unto thee. And he pressed him: howbeit he 
would not go, but blessed him. 

26. ‘Then said Absalom, If not, I pray thee, 
let my brother Amnon go with us. And the king 
said unto him, Why should he go with thee? 

27. But Absalom pressed him, that he let 
Amnon and all the king’s sons go with him. 

28. § Now Absalom had commanded his sery- 
ants, saying, Mark ye now when Amnon’s heart 
is merry with wine, and when I say unto you, 
Smite Amnon; then kill him, fear not: have not I 
commanded you? be courageous, and be valiant. 

29. And the servants of Absalom did unto 
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DAVID IN THE WILDERNESS OF ZIPH. 


31. Then the king arose, and tare his garments, 
and lay on the earth; and all his servants stood 
by with their clothes rent. 

32. And Jonadab, the son of Shimeah David’s 
brother, answered and said, Let not my lord 
suppose that they have slain all the young men 
the king’s sons; for Amnon only is dead: for by 
the appointment of Absalom this hath been 
determined from the day that he forced his sister 
‘Tamar. 

33. Now therefore let not my lord the king 
take the thing to his heart, to think that all the 
king’s sons are dead: for Amnon only is dead. 

34. But Absalom fled. And the young man 
that kept the watch lifted up his eyes, and looked, 
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I Samuel xxiii. 14. 


“And David abode in the wilderness in strong holds, and remained in a mountain in the wil- 
derness of Ziph. And Saul sought him every day, but God delivered him not into his hand.” 


Amnon as Absalom had commanded. ‘Then all 
the king’s sons arose, and every man gat him up 
upon his mule, and fled. 

30. § And it came to pass, while they were in 
the way, that tidings came to David, saying, 
Absalom hath slain all the king’s sons, and there 
is not one of them left. 


and, behold, there came much people by the way 
of the hill side behind him. 

35. And Jonadab said unto the king, Behold, 
the king’s sons come: as thy servant said, so 
it is. 

36. And it came to pass, as soon as he had 
made an end of speaking, that, behold, the king’s 
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sons came, and lifted up their voice and wept: and 
the king also and all his servants wept very sore. 

37. c But Absalom fled, and went to Talmai, 
the son of Ammihud, king of Geshur. And David 
mourned for his son every day. 

388. So Absalom fled, and went to Geshur, 
and was there three years. 

39. And the soul af king David longed to 
go forth unto Absalom: ince he was Conaten ted 
concerning Amnon, seeing he was dead. 


CHAPTER XIV. 


OW Joab the son of Zeruiah per- 
ceived that the king’s heart was 
toward Absalom. 

2. And Joab sent to Tekoah, 
and fetched thence a wise woman, 
#/and said unto her, I pray thee, 
feign thyself to be a mourner, 























manner unto him. So Joab put the words in 
her mouth. 

4. § And when the woman of Tekoah spake 
to the king, she fell on her face to the ground, and 
did obeisance, and said, Help, O king. 

5. And the king s fad unto her, What aileth 
thee? And she answered, I am wees a widow 
woman, and mine Richa is dead. 

6. And thy handmaid had two sons, and they 
two strove together in the field, and there was none 
to part them, but the one smote the other, and 
slew him. 

7. And, behold, the whole family is risen 
against thine handmaid, and they said, Deliver 
him that smote his brother, that we may kill him, 
for the life of his oes whom he slew; anil 
we will destroy the heir also: and so they shall 
quench my coal which is left, and shall not leave 
to my husband neither name nor remainder 
upon the earth. 

And the king said unto the woman, Go to 
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DAVID CUTS THE SKIRT OF SAUL. 


‘ Copyright by de Brunof?, 1904 
I Samuel xxiv. 5. 


“And it came to pass afterward, that David’s heart smote him, because he had cut off Saul’s skirt.” 


not thyself with oil, but be as a woman that had 
a long time mourned for the dead: 
3. And come to the king, and speak on this 


thine house, and I will give charge concerning thee. 
9. And the woman of Tekoah said unto the 


king, My lord, O king, the iniquity be on me, and 
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DAVID AND SAUL IN THE CAVE. I Samuel xxiv. 9. 
“And David said to Saul, Wherefore hearest thou men’s words, saying, Behold. David seeketh thy hurt?” 


on my father’s house: and the king and his throne 
be guiltless. 

10. And the king said, Whosoever saith aught 
unto thee, bring him to me, and he shall not touch 
thee any more. 

11. Then said she, I pray thee, let the king 
remember the Lorp thy dod, that thou wouldest 
not suffer the revengers of blood to destroy any 
more, lest they destroy my son. And he said, 
As the Lorn liveth, there shall not one hair of thy 
son fall to the earth. 

12. Then the woman said, Let thine hand. 
maid, I pray thee, speak one word unto my lord 
the king. And he said, Say on. 

13. And the woman said, Wherefore then 
hast thou thought such a thing against the people 
of God? for the king doth speak this thing as one 
which is faulty, in that the king doth not fetch 
home again his banished. 

14. For we must needs die, and are as water 

(11-16) 


spilt on the ground, which cannot be gathered up 
again; neither doth God respect any person; yet 
doth he devise means, that his eaten be not 
expelled from him. 

15. Now therefore that I am come to speak 
of this thing unto my lord the king, 7 is because 
the people have made me afraid: and thy hand- 
maid said, I will now speak unto the king; it may 
be that the king will perform the request of his 
handmaid. 

16. For the king will hear, to deliver his hand- 
maid out of the hand of the man that would destroy 
me and my son together out of the inheritance 
of God. 

17. Then thine handmaid said, The word of 
my lord the king shall now be comfortable: for as 
an angel of God, so 7s my lord the king to discern 
good and bad: therefore the Lorp thy God will 
be with thee. 

18. Then the king answered and said unto the 
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woman, Hide not from me, I pray thee, the thing 
that I shall ask thee. And the woman said, Let 
my lord the king now speak. 

19. And the king said, Is not the hand of Joab 
with thee in all this? And the woman answered 
and said, As thy soul liveth, my lord the king, 
none can turn to the right hand or to the left from 
aught that my lord the king hath spoken: for thy 
servant Joab, he bade me, and he put all these 
words in the mouth of thine handmaid: 

20. To fetch about this form of speech 
hath thy servant Joab done this thing: and my 
lord is wise, according to the wisdom of an angel 
of God, to know all things that are in the earth. 
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22. And Joab fell to the ground on his face, 
and bowed himself, and thanked the king: and 
Joab said, To day thy servant knoweth that I 
have found grace in thy sight, my lord, O king, in 
that the king hath fulfilled the request of his 
servant. 

23. So Joab arose and went to Geshur, and 
brought Absalom to Jerusalem. 

24. And the king said, Let him turn to his 
own house, and let him not see my face. So 
Absalom returned to his own house, and saw not 
the king’s face. 

25. § But in all Israel there was none to be so 
much praised as Absalom for his beauty: from 
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ABIGAIL KNEELS BEFORE DAVID. I Samuel xxv. 23. 


“And when Abigail saw David, she hasted, and lighted off the ass, 
and fell before David on her face, and bowed herself to the ground.” 


21. § And the king said unto Joab, Behold 
now, I have done this thing: go therefore, bring 
the young man Absalom again. 


the sole of his foot even to the crown of his head 
there was no blemish in him. 
26. And when he polled his head, (for it was at 
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every year’s end that he polled it; because the 
hair was heavy on him, therefore he polled 
it:) he wie 

the hair of his 
head at two 
hundred shekels 
after the king’s 


weight. 
27. And unto 
Absalom there 


were born three 
sons, and one 
daughter, whose 
name was Ta- 
mar: she was a 
woman of a fair 
countenance. 

28. { So Absa- 
lom dwelt two 
full years in 
Jerusalem, and 
saw not the 
king’s face. 

29. Therefore 
Absalom sent 
for Joab, to 
have sent him 
to the king; but 
he would not 
come to him: 
and when he 
sent again the second time, he would not come. 

30. Therefore he said unto his servants, See, 
Joab’s field is near mine, and he hath barley 
there; go and set it on fire. And Absalom’s 
servants set the field on fire. 

31. Then Joab arose, and came to Absalom 
unto his house, and said unto him, Wherefore 
have thy servants set my field on fire? 

32. And Absalom answered Joab, Behold, I 
sent unto thee, saying, Come hither, that I may 
send thee to the king, to say, Wherefore am I 
come from Geshur? it had been good for me to have 
been there still: now therefore let me see the king’s 
face; and if there be any iniquity in me, let him 
kill me. 

33. So Joab came to the king, and told him: 
and when he had called for Absalom, he came to 
the king, and bowed himself on his face to the 
ground before the king: and the king kissed 
Absalom. 


J. James Tissot. 


CHAPTER XV 


1. And it came to pass after this, that Absalom 
prepared him chariots and horses, and fifty men 
to run before him. 

(II-16*) 





DAVID TAKES SAUL’S SPEAR AND WATER BOTTLE. I Samuel xxvi. 12. 


“So David took the spear and the cruse of water from Saul’s bolster; and 
they gat them away, and no man saw 7, nor knew 7, neither awaked.” 


2. And Absalom rose up early, and stood 
beside the way of the gate: and it was so, that 
when any man 
that had a con- 
troversy came 
to the king for 
judgment, then 
Absalom called 
unto him, and 
said, Of what 
city art thou? 
And he said, 
Thy servant 7s 
of one of the 
tribes of Israel. 

3. And Absa- 
lom said unto 
him, See, thy 
matters are good 
and right; but 
there 1s no man 
deputed of the 
king to hear 
thee. 

4. Absalom 
said moreover, 
Oh that I were 
made judge in 
the land, that 
every manwhich 
hath any suit or 
cause might come unto me, and I would do him 
justice! 

5. And it was so, that when any man came 
nigh to him to do him obeisance, he put forth his 
hand, and took him, and kissed him. 

6. And on this manner did Absalom to all 
Israel that came to the king for judgment: so 
Absalom stole the hearts of the men of Israel. 

7. § And it came to pass after forty years, that 
Absalom said unto the king, I pray thee, let me 
go and pay my vow, which I have vowed unto the 
Lorp, in Hebron. 

8. For thy servant vowed a vow while I abode 
at Geshur in Syria, saying, If the Lorp shall 
bring me again indeed to Jerusalem, then I will 
serve the Lorp. 

9. And the king said unto him, Go in peace. 
So he arose, and went to Hebron. 

10. § But Absalom sent spies throughout all 
the tribes of Israel, saying, As soon as ye hear the 
sound of the trumpet, then ye shall say, Absalom 
reigneth in Hebron. 

11. And with Absalom went two hundred 
men out of Jerusalem, that were called; and they 
went in their simplicity, and they knew not any 


thing. 
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12. And Absalom sent for Ahithophel the 
Gilonite, David’s counsellor, from his city, even 
from Giloh, while he offered sacrifices. And the 
conspiracy was strong; for the people increased 
continually with Absalom. 

13. § And there came a messenger to David, 
saying, The hearts of the men of Israel are after 
Absalom. 

14. And David said unto all his servants that 
were with him at Jerusalem, Arise, and let us flee; 
for we shall not else escape from Absalom: make 
speed to depart, lest he overtake us suddenly, 
and bring evil upon us, and smite the city with 
the edge of the sword. 

15. And the king’s servants said unto the king, 
Behold, thy servants are ready to do whatsoever 
my lord the king shall appoint. 

16. And the king went forth, and all his 
household after him. And the king left ten 
women, which were concubines, to keep the house. 
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DAVID STOPS ON A HILL. I Samuel xxyi. 13. 


“Then David went over to the other side, and stood on the 
top of a hill afar off; a great.space being between them.” 


J. James Tissot. 


17. And the king went forth, and all the 
people after him, and tarried in a place that 
was far off. 

18. And all his servants passed on beside him; 
and all the Cherethites, and all the Pelethites, 
and all the Gittites, six hundred men which came 
after him from Gath, passed on before the king. 

19. § Then said the king to Ittai the Gittite, 
Wherefore goest thou also with us? return to thy 
place, and abide with the king: for thou art a 
stranger, and also an exile. 

20. Whereas thou camest but yesterday, 
should I this day make thee go up and down with 
us? seeing I go whither I may, return thou, 
and take back thy brethren: mercy and truth 
be with thee. 

21. And Ittai answered the king, and said, As 
the Lorp liveth, and as my lord the king liveth, 
surely in what place my lord the king shall be, 
whether in death or life, even there also will 
thy servant be. 

22. And David said to Ittai, Go and pass 
over. And Ittai the Gittite passed over, and 
all his men, and all the little ones that were 
with him. 

23. And all the country wept with a loud 
voice, and all the people passed over: the king 
also himself passed over the brook Kidron, and 
all the people passed over, toward the way of the 
wilderness. 

24. 4 And lo Zadok also, and all the Levites 
were with him, bearing the ark of the covenant of 
God: and they set down the ark of God; and 
Abiathar went up, until all the people had done 
passing out of the city. 

25. And the king said unto Zadok, Carry 
back the ark of God into the city: if I shall 
find favour in the eyes of the Lorp, he will 
bring me again, and shew me both it, and his 
habitation: 

26 But if he thus say, I have no delight in 
thee; behold, here am I, let him do to me as 
seemeth good unto him. 

27. ‘The king said also unto Zadok the priest, 
Art not thou a seer? return into the city in peace, 
and your two sons with you, Ahimaaz thy son, 
and Jonathan the son of Abiathar. 

28. See, I will tarry in the plain of the 
wilderness, until there come word from you 
to certify me. 

29. Zadok therefore and Abiathar carried the 
ark of God again to Jerusalem: and they tarried 
there. 

30. § And David went up by the ascent of 
mount Olivet, and wept as he went up, and 
had his head covered, and he went barefoot: 
and all the people that was with him covered 
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every man his head, and they went up, weeping 
as they went up. 

31. § And one told David, saying, Ahithophel 
vs among the conspirators with Absalom. And 
David said, O Lorp, I pray thee, turn the counsel 
of Ahithophel into foolishness. 

32. § And it came to pass, that when David 
was come to the top of the mount, where he wor- 
shipped God, behold, Hushai the Archite came 
to meet him with his coat rent, and earth upon 
his head: 

33. Unto whom David said, If thou passest 
on with me, then thou shalt be a burden 
unto me: 

34. But if thou return to the city, and say 
unto Absalom, I will be thy servant, O king; as 
I have been thy father’s servant hitherto, so will I 
now also be thy servant: then mayest thou for me 
defeat the counsel of Ahithophel. 

35. And hast thou not there with thee Zadok 
and Abiathar the priests? therefore it shall be, 
that what thing soever thou shalt hear out of the 
king’s house, thou shalt tell zt to Zadok and 
Abiathar the priests. 

36. Behold, they have there with them their 
two sons, Ahimaaz Zadok’s son, and Jonathan 
Abiathar’s son; and by them ye shall send unto 
me every thing that ye can hear. 

37. So Hushai David’s friend came into the 
city, and Absalom came into Jerusalem. 


CHAPTER XVI 
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ND when David was a little past 
the top of the hill, behold, biba 
the servant of Mephibosheth 
met him, with a couple of asses 
NY eae lj} saddled, and upon them two 
iy Ge2-S4) NGi| hundred loaves of bread, and a 
peeceeceeeeees) hundred bunches of raisins, and 
a hundred of summer fruits, and a bottle of wine. 

2. And the king said unto Ziba, What meanest 
thou by these? And Ziba said, The asses be for 
the king’s household to ride on; and_ the 
bread and summer fruit for the young men to 
eat; and the wine, that such as be faint in the 
wilderness may drink. 

3. And the king said, And where 7s thy mas- 
ter’s son? And Ziba said unto the king, Behold, 
he abideth at Jerusalem: for he said, ‘To day shall 
the house of Israel restore me the kingdom of 
my father. 

4. ‘Then said the king to Ziba, Behold, thine 
are all that pertained unto Mephibosheth. And 
Ziba said, I humbly beseech thee that I may find 
grace in thy sight, my lord, O king. 

5. § And when king David came to Bahurim, 








behold, thence came out a man of the family of 
the house of Saul, whose name was Shimei, the 
son of Gera: he came forth, and cursed still as he 
came. 

6. And he cast stones at David, and at all 
the servants of king David: and all the people 
and all the mighty men were on his right hand and 
on his left. 

7. And thus said Shimei when he cursed, 
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SAUL AND THE WITCH OF EN-DOR. 
I Samuel xxviii. 8. 
“And Saul disguised himself, and put on other raiment, and he 
went, and two men with him, and they came to the woman by 
night: and he said, I pray thee, divine unto me by the familiar 
spirit, and bring me him up, whom I shall name unto thee.” 


J. James Tissot. 


Come out, come out, thou bloody man, and 
thou man of Belial: 

8. ‘The Lorp hath returned upon thee all the 
blood of the house of Saul, in whose stead thou 
hast reigned; and the Lorp hath delivered the 
kingdom into the hand of Absalom thy son: and, 
behold, thou art taken in thy mischief, because 
thou art a bloody man. 

9. § Then said Abishai the son of Zeruiah unto 
the king, Why should this dead dog curse my 
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lord the king? let me go over, I pray thee, and 
take off his head. 

10. And the king said, What have I to do 
with you, ye sons of Zeruiah? so let him curse, 
because the Lorp hath said unto him, Curse 
David. Who shall then say, Wherefore hast 
thou done so? 

11. And David said to Abishai, and to all his 
servants, Behold, my son, which came forth 
of my bowels, seeketh my life: how much more 
now may this Benjamite do 2? let him alone, and 
let him curse; for the Lorp hath bidden him. 

12. It may be that the Lorp will look on 
mine affliction, and that the Lorp will requite 
me good for his cursing this day. 

13. And as David and his men went by the 
way, Shimei went along on the hill’s side over 
against him, and cursed as he went, and threw 
stones at him, and cast dust. 

14. And the king, and all the people that 
were with him, came weary, and _ refreshed 
themselves there. 

15. § And Absalom, and all the people 
the men of Israel, came to Jerusalem, and 
Ahithophel with him. 

16. And it came to pass, when Hushai the 
Archite, David’s friend, was come unto Absalom, 
that Hushai said unto Absalom, God save the 
king, God save the king. 

17. And Absalom said to Hushai, Is this thy 
kindness to thy friend? why wentest thou not 
with thy friend? 

18. And Hushai said unto Absalom, Nay; 
but whom the Lorp, and this people, and all 
the men of Israel, choose, his will I be, and with 
him will I abide. 

19. And again, whom should I serve? should 
I not serve in the presence of his son? as I have 
served in thy father’s presence, so will I be in 
thy presence. 

20. § Then said Absalom to Ahithophel, Give 
counsel among you what we shall do. ~ 

21. And Ahithophel said unto Absalom, Go 
in unto thy father’s concubines, which he 
hath left to keep the house; and all Israel 
shall hear that thou art abhorred of thy father: 
then shall the hands of all that are with thee 
be strong. ‘ Ext a 

22. So they spread Absalom a tent upon 
the top of the house; and’ Absalom’ went: in 
unto his father’s concubines in the sight of all 
Israel. ist 3 

23. And the counsel of’ Ahithophel, which 
he counselled in those days, was as if a‘man had 
inquired at the oracle of God: so was all the 
counsel of Ahithophel both with David and with 
Absalom. 


CHAPTER XVII 
=4OREOVER Ahithophel said unto 


=| Absalom, Let me now choose 
out twelve thousand men, and 
I will arise and pursue after 
David this night: 

2] 2. And I will come upon him 
22-4} while he is weary and weak 
handed, and will make him afraid: and all the 
people that are with him shall flee; and I will 
smite the king only: 

3. And I will bring back all the people unto 
thee: the man whom thou seekest zs as if all 
returned: so all the people shall be in peace. 

4. And the saying pleased Absalom well, 
and all the elders of Israel. 

5. Then. said Absalom, Call now Hushai 
the Archite also, and let us hear likewise what he 
saith. 

6. And when Hushai was come to Absalom, 
Absalom spake unto him, saying, Ahithophel 
hath spoken after this manner: shall we do ajter 
his saying? if not, speak thou. 

7. And Hushai said unto Absalom, The 
counsel that Ahithophel hath given is not good 
at this time. 

8. For, said Hushai, thou knowest thy father 
and his men, that they be mighty men, and they 
be chafed in their minds, as a bear robbed of 
her whelps in the field: and thy father 2s a man 
of war, and will not lodge with the people. 

9. Behold, he is hid now in some pit, or in 
some other place: and it will come to pass, when 
some of them be overthrown at the first, that who- 
soever heareth it will say, There is a slaughter 
among the people that follow Absalom. 

10. And he also that zs valiant, whose heart 
is as the heart of a lion, shall utterly melt: for 
all Israel knoweth that thy father zs a mighty 
man, and they which be with him are valiant men. 

11. Therefore I counsel that all Israel be 
generally gathered unto thee, from Dan even 
to Beer-sheba, as the sand that is by the sea 
for multitude; and that thou go to battle in 
thine own person. 

12. So shall we come upon him in some place 
where he shall be found, and we will light upon 
him as the dew falleth on the ground: and of 
him and of all the men that are with him there 
shall not be left so much as one. 

13. Moreover, if he be gotten into a city, 
then shall all Israel bring ropes to that city, and 
we will draw it into the river, until there be not 
one small stone found there. 

14. And Absalom and all the men of Israel 
said, The counsel of Hushai the Archite zs better 
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DAVID RETURNS TO ACHISH. I Samuel xxvii. 9. 


“And David smote the land, and left neither man nor woman alive, and took away the sheep, 
and the oxen, and the asses, and the camels, and the apparel, and returned, and came to Achish.” 
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THE WOMEN OF ZIKLAG TAKEN INTO CAPTIVITY. I Samuel xxx. 2. 


“And had taken the women captives, that were therein: they slew not 
any, either great or small, but carried them away, and went on their way.” 


than the counsel of Ahithophel. For the Lorp 
had appointed to defeat the good counsel of 
Ahithophel, to the intent that the Lorp might 
bring evil upon Absalom. 

15. § Then said Hushai unto Zadok and 
to Abiathar the priests, Thus and thus did 
Ahithophel counsel Absalom and the elders of 
Israel; and thus and thus have I counselled. 

16. Now therefore send quickly, and _ tell 
David, saying, Lodge not this night in the plains 
of the wilderness, but speedily pass over; lest 
the king be swallowed up, and all the people 
that are with him. 

17. Now Jonathan and Ahimaaz stayed by 
En-rogel; for they might not be seen to come 
into the city: and a wench went and told them; 
and they went and told king David. 

18. Nevertheless, a lad saw them, and told 
Absalom: but they went both of them away 
quickly, and came to a man’s house in Bahurim, 
which had a well in his court; whither they went 
down. 

(II-17) 


19. And the woman took and spread a cover- 
ing over the well’s mouth, and spread ground 
corn thereon; and the thing was not known. 

20. And when Absalom’s servants came to 
the woman to the house, they said, Where is 
Ahimaaz and Jonathan? And the woman said 
unto them, They be gone over the brook of water. 
And when they had sought and could not find 
them, they returned to Jerusalem. 

21. And it came to pass, after they were de- 
parted, that they came up out of the well, and 
went and told king David, and said unto Dayid, 
Arise, and pass quickly over the water: for thus 
hath Ahithophel counselled against you. 

22. Then David arose, and all the people 
that were with him, and they passed over Jordan: 
by the morning light there lacked not one of 
them that was not gone over Jordan. 

23. § And when Ahithophel saw that his 
counsel was not followed, he saddled his ass, and 
arose, and gat him home to his house, to his city, 
and put his household in order, and hanged him- 
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self, and died, and was buried in the sepulchre 
of his father. 

24. Then David came to Mahanaim. And 
Absalom passed over Jordan, he and all the men 
of Israel with him. 

25. § And Absalom made Amasa captain 
of the host instead of Joab: which Amasa was 
a man’s son, whose name was Ithra an Israelite, 
that went in to Abigail the daughter of Nahash, 
sister to Zeruiah Joab’s mother. 

26. So Israel and Absalom pitched in the 
land of Gilead. 

27. § And it came to pass, when David was 
come to Mahanaim, that Shobi the son of Nahash 
of Rabbah of the children of Ammon, and Machir 
the son of Ammiel of Lo-debar, and Barzillai the 
Gileadite of Rogelim, 

28. Brought beds, and basins, and earthen 
vessels, and wheat, and barley, and flour, and 
parched corn, and beans, and lentiles, and 
parched pulse, 

29. And honey, and butter, and sheep, and 
cheese of kine, for David, and for the people 
that were with him, to eat: for they said, ‘The 
people is hungry, and weary, and thirsty, in 
the wilderness. 


CHAPTER XVIII 


ND David numbered the people 
that were with him, and set 
captains of thousands and cap- 
tains of hundreds over them. 
2. And David sent forth a 
4] third part of the people under 





3 a) 
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pocccccccceed| the hand of Joab, and a third 
part under the hand of Abishai the son of 
Zeruiah, Joab’s brother, and a third part under 





the hand of Ittai the Gittite. And the king 
said unto the people, I will surely go forth with 
you myself also. 

3. But the people answered, Thou shalt 
not go forth: for if we flee away, they will not 
care for us; neither if half of us die, will they care 
for us:_but now thou art worth ten thousand of 
us: therefore now i is better that thou succour 
us out of the city. 

4. And the king said unto them, What seemeth 
you best I will do. And the king stood by 
the gate side, and all the people came out by 
hundreds and by thousands. 

5. And the king commanded Joab and Abishai 
and Ittai, saying, Deal gently for my sake 
with the young man, even with Absalom. And 
all the people heard when the king gave all the 
captains charge concerning Absalom. 

6. § So the people went out into the field 


against Israel: and the battle was in the wood 
of Ephraim; 

7. Where the people of Israel were slain before 
the servants of David, and there was there a great 
slaughter that day of twenty thousand men. 

8. For the battle was there scattered over 
the face of all the country: and the wood devoured 
more people that day than the sword devoured. 

9. §€ And Absalom met the servants of David. 
And Absalom rode upon a mule, and the mule 
went under the thick boughs of a great oak, and 
his head caught hold of the oak, and he was taken 
up between the heaven and the earth; and the 
mule that was under him went away. 

10. And a certain man saw it, and _ told 
Joab, and said, Behold, I saw Absalom hanged 
in an oak. 

11. And Joab said unto the man that told 
him, And, behold, thou sawest him, and why 
didst thou not smite him there to the ground? 
and I would have given thee ten shekels of silver, 
and a girdle. 

12. And the man said unto Joab, Though I 
should receive a thousand shekels of silver in mine 
hand, yet would I not put forth mine hand 
against the king’s son: for in our hearing the 
king charged thee and Abishai and Ittai, saying, 
Beware that none touch the young man Absalom. 

13. Otherwise I should have wrought false- 
hood against mine own life: for there is no matter 
hid from the king, and thou thyself wouldest 
have set thyself against me. 

14. Then said Joab, I may not tarry thus 
with thee. And he took three darts in his hand, 
and thrust them through the heart of Absalom, 
while he was yet alive in the midst of the oak. 

15. And ten young men that bare Joab’s 
armour compassed about and smote Absalom, 
and slew him. 

16. And Joab blew the trumpet, and the 
people returned from pursuing after Israel: for 
Noah held back the people. 

17. And they took Absalom, and cast him 
into a great pit in the wood, and laid a very 
great heap of stones upon him: and all Israel 
fled every one to his tent. 

18. § Now Absalom in his lifetime had taken 
and reared up for himself a pillar, which zs in the 
king’s dale: for he said, I have no son to kee 
my name in remembrance: and he called the 
pillar after his own name: and it is called unto 
this day, Absalom’s place. 

19. | Then said Ahimaaz the son of Zadok, 
Let me now run, and bear the king tidings, how 
that the Lorp hath avenged him of his enemies. 

20. And Joab said unto him, Thou shalt 
not bear tidings this day, but thou shalt bear 
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tidings another day: but this day 
thou shalt bear no tidings, because 
the king’s son is dead. 

21. ‘Then said Joab to Cushi, Go tell 
the king what thou hast seen. And Cushi 
bowed himself unto Joab, and ran. 

22. ‘Then said Ahimaaz the son of 
Zadok yet again to Joab, But how- 
soever, let me, I pray thee, also run 
after Cushi. And Joab said, Where- 
fore wilt thou run, my son, seeing that 
thou hast no tidings ready? 

23. But howsoever, said he, let me 
run. And he said unto him, Run. 
Then Ahimaaz ran by the way of the 
plain, and overran Cushi. 

24. And David sat between the 
two gates: and the watchman went u 
to the roof over the gate unto the eal 
and lifted up his eyes, and looked, and 
behold a man running alone. 

25. And the watchman cried, and 
told the king. And the king said, If 
he be alone, there vs tidings in his mouth. 
And he came apace, and drew near. 

26. And the watchman saw another 
man running: and the watchman called 
unto the porter, and said, Behold 
another man running alone. And the 
king said, He also bringeth tidings. 

27. And the watchman said, 
Methinketh the running of the foremost 
is like the running of Ahimaaz the son of 
Zadok. And the king said, He zs a good 
man, and cometh with good tidings. 

28. And Ahimaaz called, and said 
unto the king, All is well. And 
he fell down to the earth upon 
his face before the king, and_ said, 
Blessed be the Lorp thy God, which 
hath delivered up the men that lifted 
up their hand against my lord the king. 

29. And the king said, Is the young man 
Absalom safe? And Ahimaaz answered, When 
Joab sent the king’s servant, and me thy servant, 
I saw a great tumult, but I knew not what 2 was. 

30. And theking said unto him, Turn aside, and 
stand here. And he turned aside, and stood still. 

31. And, behold, Cushi came; and Cushi 
said, Tidings, my lord the king: for the Lorp 
hath avenged thee this day of all them that 
rose up against thee. 

32. And the king said unto Cushi, Js the 
young man Absalom safe? And Cushi answered, 
The enemies of my lord the king, and all that 
rise against thee to do thee hurt, be as that young 
man 7s. 

(II-17*) 





J. James Tissot. 
AN EGYPTIAN IS BROUGHT TO DAVID. ‘T Samuel be 6, ed Bh 


“ And they found an Egyptian in the field, and brought him to David, 
and gaye him bread, and he did eat; and they made him drink water.” 


Copyright by de Brunoff, 1904. 


33. § And the king was much moved, and 
went up to the chamber over the gate, and 
wept: and as he went, thus he said, O my son 
Absalom! my son, my son Absalom! would God 
I had died for thee, O Absalom, my son, my son! 


CHAPTER XIX 





~e4IND it was told Joab, Behold, 
{| the king weepeth and mourneth 
for Absalom. 
| 2. And the victory that day 
Hi\\| was turned into mourning unto 
{| all the people: for the people 
eocececes heard say that day how the 
king was grieved for his son. 
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3. And the people gat them by stealth that 
day into the city, as people being ashamed steal 
away when they flee in battle. 

4. But the king covered his face, and the 
king cried with a loud voice, O my son Absalom! 
O Absalom, my son, my son! 

5. And Joab came into the house to the king, 
and said, Thou hast shamed this day the faces 
of all thy servants, which this day have saved 
thy life, and the lives of thy sons and of thy 
daughters, and the lives of thy wives, and the 
lives of thy concubines; 


6. In that thou lovest thine enemies, and | 


hatest thy friends. For thou hast declared this 
day, that thou regardest neither princes nor 
servants: for this day I perceive, that if Absalom 
had lived, and all we had died this day, then 
it had pleased thee well. 

re ow therefore arise, go forth, and speak 
comfortably unto thy servants: for [swear by the 
Lorp, if thou go not forth, there will not tarry 
one with thee this night: and that will be worse 
unto thee than all the evil that befell thee from 
thy youth until now. 

8. Then the king arose, and sat in the gate. 
And they told unto all the people, saying, Behold, 
the king doth sit in the gate. And all the people 
came before the king: for Israel had fled every 
man to his tent. 

9. § And all the people were at strife through- 
out all the tribes of Israel, saying, The king 
saved us out of the hand of our enemies, and 
he delivered us out of the hand of the Philistines; 
and now he is fled out of the land for Absalom. 

10. And Absalom, whom we anointed over us, 
is dead in battle. Now therefore why speak ye 
not a word of bringing the king back? 

11. § And king David sent to Zadok and to 
Abiathar the priests, saying, Speak unto the 
elders of Judah, saying, Why are ye the last to 
bring the king back to his house? seeing the 
speech of all Israel is come to the king, even 
to his house. 

12. Ye are my brethren, ye are my bones 
and my flesh: wherefore then are ye the last to 
bring back the king? ; 

13. And say ye to Amasa, Art thou not of 
my bone, and of my flesh? God do so to me, 
and more also, if thou be not captain of the host 
before me continually in the room of Joab. 

14. And he bowed the heart of all the men 
of Judah, even as the heart of one man; so that 
they sent this word unto the king, Return thou, 
and all thy servants. 

15. So the king returned, and came to 
Jordan. And Judah came to Gilgal, to go to 
meet the king, to conduct the king over Jordan. 


16. § And Shimei the son of Gera, a Ben- 
jamite, which was of Bahurim, hasted and 
came down with the men of Judah to meet 
king David. 

17. And there were a thousand men of Ben- 
ae with him, and Ziba the servant of the 

ouse of Saul, and his fifteen sons and his twenty 
servants with him; and they went over Jordan 
before the king. 

18. And there went over a ferry boat to 
carry over the king’s household, and to do what 
he thought good. And Shimei the son of 
Gera fell down before the king, as he was come 
over Jordan; 

19. And said unto the king, Let not my lord 
impute iniquity unto me, neither do thou remem- 
ber that which thy servant did perversely the 
day that my lord the king went out of Jerusalem, 
that the king should take it to his heart. 

20. For thy servant doth know that I have 


sinned: therefore, behold, I am come the first 


this day of all the house of Joseph to go down 
to meet my lord the king. 

21. But Abishai the son of Zeruiah answered 
and said, Shall not Shimei be put to death for 
this, because he cursed the Lorp’s anointed? 

22. And David said, What have I to do with 
you, ye sons of Zeruiah, that ye should this day 
be adversaries unto me? shall there any man be 
put to death this day in Israel? for do not I know 
that I am this day king over Israel? 

23. Therefore the king said unto Shimei, 
Thou shalt not die. And the king sware unto 
him. 

24. § And Mephibosheth the son of Saul 
came down to meet the king, and had neither 
dressed his feet, nor trimmed his beard, nor _ 
washed his clothes, from the day the king 
departed until the day he came again in peace. 

25. And it came to pass, when he was come 
to Jerusalem to meet the king, that the king 
said unto him, Wherefore wentest not thou with 
me, Mephibosheth? 

26. Aud he answered, My lord, O king, 
my servant deceived me: for thy servant said, I 
will saddle me an ass, that I may ride thereon, 
and go to the king; because thy servant is 
lame. 

27. And he hath slandered thy servant unto 
my lord the king; but my lord the king 7s as 
an angel of God: do therefore what is good in 
thine eyes. 

28. For all of my father’s house were but 
dead men before my lord the king: yet didst 
thou set thy servant among them that did eat 
at thine own table. What right therefore have 
I yet to cry any more unto the king? 
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SAUL FALLS UPON HIS SWORD. I Samuel xxxi. 4. 
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Then said Saul unto his armourbearer, Draw thy sword, and thrust me through therewith; ° 


lest these uncircumcised come and thrust me through, and abuse me. 


But his armour- 


bearer would not; for he was sore afraid. Therefore Saul took a sword, and fell upon it.” 


29. And the king said unto him, Why speakest 
thou any more of thy matters? I have said, 
Thou and Ziba divide the land. 

30. And Mephibosheth said unto the king, 
Yea, let him take all, forasmuch as my lord the 
king is come again in peace unto his own house. 

31. § And Barzillai the Gileadite came down 
from Rogelim, and went over Jordan with the 
king, to conduct him over Jordan. 

32. Now Barzillai was a very aged man, even 
fourscore years old: and he had provided the 
king of sustenance while he lay at Mahanaim; 
for he was a very great man. 

33. And the king said unto Barzillai, Come 
thou over with me, and I will feed thee with me 
in Jerusalem. 

34. And Barzillai said unto the king, How 
long have I to live, that I should go up with 
the king unto Jerusalem? 

35. I am this day fourscore years old: and 


can I discern between good and evil? can th 
servant taste what I eat or what I drink? can 
hear any more the voice of singing men and 
singing women? wherefore then should — th 
servant be yet a burden unto my lord the king? 

36. Thy servant will go a little way over 
Jordan with the king: and why should the king 
recompense it me with such a reward? 

87. Let thy servant, I pray thee, turn back 
again, that I may die in mine own city, and 
be buried by the grave of my father and of my 
mother. But behold thy servant Chimham; let 


him go over with my lord the king; and do to 


him what shall seem good unto thee. . 

38. And the king answered, Chimham shall 
go over with me, and [ will do to him that which 
shall seem good unto thee: and whatsoever thou 
shalt require of me, that will I do for thee. 

39. And all the people went over Jordan. 
And when the king was come over, the king 


ie 
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kissed Barzillai, and blessed him; and he returned 
unto his own place. 

40. Then the king went on to Gilgal, and 
Chimham went on with him: and all the people 
of Judah conducted the king, and also half the 
people of Israel. 

41. § And, behold, all the men of Israel came 
to the king, and said unto the king, Why have 
our brethren the men of Judah stolen thee away, 
and have brought the king, and his household, 
and all David’s men with him, over Jordan? 

42. And all the men of Judah answered the 
men of Israel, Because the king is near of kin to 
us: wherefore then be ye angry for this matter? 
have we eaten at all of the king’s cost? or hath 
he given us any gift? 

43. And the men of Israel answered the men 
of Judah, and said, We have ten parts in the king, 


J. James Tissot. 


* And David called one of the young men, and said, Go 
near, and fall upon him. And he smote him that he died.” 
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DAVID CAUSES AN AMALEKITE TO BE SLAIN. II Samuel i. 15. 


and we have also more right in David than ye: 
why then did ye despise us, that our advice 
should not be first had in bringing back our king? 
And the words of the men of Judah were fiercer 
than the words of the men of Israel. 


CHAPTER XX 


ND there happened to be there a 
man of Belial, whose name was 
Sheba, the son of Bichri, a Ben- 
jamite: and he blew a trumpet, 
and said, We have no part in 
| David, neither have we inherit- 
peeee ‘e] ance in the son of Jesse: every 
man to his tents, O Israel. 
2. So every man of Israel went up from after 
David, and followed Sheba the son of Bichri: but 
the men of Judah clave unto their king, 
from Jordan even to Jerusalem. 

3. § And David came to his house at 
Jerusalem; and the king took the ten 

~ women /is concubines, whom he had left 
to keep the house, and put them in ward, 
and fed them, but went not in unto them. 
So they were shut up unto the day of 
their death, living in widowhood. | 

4. § Then said the king to Amasa, 
Assemble me the men of Judah within 
three days, and be thou here present. 

5. So Amasa went to assemble the 
men of Judah: but he tarried longer 
than the set time which he had appointed 
him. 

6. And David said to Abishai, Now 
shall Sheba the son of Bichri do us more 
harm than did Absalom: take thou 
thy lord’s servants, and pursue after 
him, lest he get him fenced cities, and 
escape US. . 

7. And there went out after him 
Joab’s men, and the Cherethites, and 
the Pelethites, and all the mighty men: 
and they went out of Jerusalem, to 
pursue after Sheba the son of Bichri. 

8. When they were at the great stone 
which zs in Gibeon, Amasa went before 
them. And Joab’s garment that he had 
put on was girded unto him, and upon 

it a girdle with a sword fastened upon 
his loins in the sheath thereof; and as he 
went forth it fell out. 

9. And Joab said to Amasa, Art 
thou in health, my brother? And Joab 
took Amasa by the beard with the right 
hand to kiss him. 

10. But Amasa took no heed to the 
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sword that was in Joab’s hand: so he smote him 
therewith in the fifth rib, and shed out his bowels 
to the ground, and struck him not again; and he 
died. So Joab and Abishai his brother pursued 
after Sheba the son of Bichri. 

11. And one of Joab’s men stood by him, and 
said, He that favoureth Joab, and he that zs for 
David, let him go after Joab. 

12. And Amasa wallowed in blood in the 
midst of the highway. And when the man saw 
that all the people stood still, he removed Amasa 
out of the highway into the field, and cast a cloth 
upon him, when he saw that every one that came 
by him stood still. 

13. When he was removed out of the high- 
way, all the people went on after Joab, to pursue 
after Sheba the son of Bichri. 

14. § And he went through all the tribes of 
Israel unto Abel, and to Beth-maachah, and all 
the Berites: and they were gathered together, 
and went also after him. = 

15. And they came and besieged him in Abel 
of Beth-maachah, and they cast up a_ bank 
against the city, and it stood in the trench: and 


THE VALIANT OF GIBEON.” II Samuel ii. 15. 


“Then there arose and went over by number twelve of Benjamin, which 
pertained to Ish-bosheth the son of Saul, and twelve of the servants of David.” 
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all the people that were with Joab battered the 
wall, to throw it down. 

16. § Then cried a wise woman out of the 
city, Hear, hear; say, I pray you, unto Joab, 
Come near hither, that I may speak with thee. 

17. And when he was come near unto her, 
the woman said, Art thou Joab? And he 
answered, I am he. Then she said unto him, 
Hear the words of thine handmaid. And he 
answered, I do hear. 

18. ‘Then she spake, saying, They were wont 
to speak in old time, saying, They shall surely 
ask counsel at Abel: and so they ended the matter. 

19. I am one of them that are peaceable and 
faithful in Israel: thou seekest to “ieee a city 
and a mother in Israel: why wilt thou swallow up 
the inheritance of the Lorp? 

20. And Joab answered and said, Far be it, 


‘far be it from me, that I should swallow up or 


destroy. 

21. The matter zs not so: but a man of mount 
Ephraim, Sheba the son of Bichri by name, hath 
lifted up his hand against the king, even against 
David:. deliver him only, and I will depart from 
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the city. 
Behold, his head shall be thrown to thee over 
the wall. 

22. Then the woman went unto all the people 
in her wisdom: and they cut off the head of Sheba 
the son of Bichri, and cast it out to Joab. And 
he blew a trumpet, and they retired from the 
city, every man to his tent. And Joab returned 
to Jerusalem unto the king. 

23. § Now Joab was over all the host of Israel: 
and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada was over 
the Cherethites and over the Pelethites: 

24. And Adoram was over the tribute: and 
Jehoshaphat the son of Ahilud was recorder: 





J. James Tissot, Copyright by de Brunoff, 1904. 
ABNER AND ASAHEL. II Samuel ii. 22. 


“And Abner said again to Asahel, Turn thee aside from 
following me: wherefore should I smite thee to the ground? 


how then should I hold up my face to Joab thy brother?” 


25. And Sheva was scribe: and Zadok and 
Abiathar were the priests: 

26. And Ira also the Jairite was a chief ruler 
about David. 


And the woman said unto Joab, . 


CHAPTER XXI 


ReeereeeeeeeGHTEN there was a famine in the 
y Ze] days of David three years, year 
after year; and David inquired 
of the Lorp. And the Lorp 
answered, Jt is for Saul, and for 
"| his bloody house, because he 
reer j] slew the Gibeonites. 

2. And the king called the Gibeonites, and 
said unto them; (now the Gibeonites were not of 
the children of Israel, but of the remnant of the 
Amorites; and the children of Israel had sworn 
unto them: and Saul sought to slay them in his 
zeal to the children of Israel and Judah:) 

3. Wherefore David said unto the Gibeonites, 
What shall I do for you? and wherewith shall I 
make the atonement, that ye may bless the 
inheritance of the Lorp? 

4. And the Gibeonites said unto him, We will 
have no silver nor gold of Saul, nor of his house; 
neither for us shalt thou kill any man in Israel. 
And he said, What ye shall say, that will I do 
for you. 

5. And they answered the king, The man 
that consumed us, and that devised against us 
that we should be destroyed from remaining in 
any of the coasts of Israel, 

6. Let seven men of his sons be delivered unto 
us, and we will hang them up unto the Lorp in 
Gibeah of Saul, whom the Lorp did choose. 
And the king said, I will give them. 

7. But the king spared Mephibosheth, the 
son of Jonathan the son of Saul, because of the 
Lorp’s oath that was between them, between 
David and Jonathan the son of Saul. 

8. But the king took the two sons of Rizpah 
the daughter of Aiah, whom she bare unto 
Saul, Armoni and Mephibosheth; and the five 
sons of Michal the daughter of Saul, whom she 
brought up for Adriel the son of Barzillai the 
Meholathite: 

9. And he delivered them into the hands 
of the Gibeonites, and they hanged them in 
the hill before the Lorn: and they fell all seven 
together, and were put to death in the days of 
harvest, in the first days, in the beginning of 
barley harvest. 

10. § And Rizpah the daughter of Aiah 
took sackcloth, and spread it for her upon the 
rock, from the beginning of harvest until water 
dropped upon them out of heaven, and suffered 
neither the birds of the air to rest on them by 
day, nor the beasts of the field by night. 

11. And it was told David what Rizpah the 
daughter of Aiah, the concubine of Saul, had 


done. 
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RECHAB AND BAANAH BRING THE HEAD OF ISH-BOSHETH. II Samuel iv. 8. 


“And they brought the head of Ish-bosheth unto David to Hebron, and said to the king, Behold the head of Ish-bosheth the son 
of Saul thine enemy, which sought thy life; and the Lorp hath avenged my lord the king this day of Saul, and of his seed.’ 
(II-18) 
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THE CHASTISEMENT OF UZZAH. II Samuel vi. 7. 


“And the anger of the Lorp was kindled against Uzzah; and God 
smote him there for his error; and there he died by the ark of God.” 


12. § And David went and took the bones of 
Saul and the bones of Jonathan his son from the 
men of Jabesh-gilead, which had stolen them 
from the street of Beth-shan, where the Philis- 
tines had hanged them, when the Philistines had 
slain Saul in Gilboa: 

13. And he brought up from thence the 
bones of Saul and the bones of Jonathan his son; 
and they gathered the bones of them that 
were hanged. 

14. And the bones of Saul and Jonathan 
his son buried they in the country of Behe 
min in Zelah, in the sepulchre of Kish _ his 
father: and they performed all that the king 
commanded. And after that God was entreated 
for the land. 

15. § Moreover the Philistines had yet war 
again with Israel; and David went down, and his 
servants with him, and fought against the Philis- 
tines: and David waxed faint. 

16. And Ishbi-benob, which was of the sons 
of the giant, the weight of whose spear weighed 
three hundred shekels of brass in weight, he 
being girded with a new sword, thought to have 
slain David. 

(II-18*) 


17. But Abishai the son of Zeruiah succoured 
him, and smote the Philistine, and killed him. 
Then the men of David sware unto him, saying, 
Thou shalt go no more out with us to battle, that 
thou quench not the light of Israel. 

18. And it came to pass after this, that there 
was again a battle et the Philistines at Gob: 
then Sibbechai the Hushathite slew Saph, which 
was of the sons of the giant. 

19. And there was again a battle in Gob with 
the Philistines, where Elhanan the son of Jaare- 
oregim, a Beth-lehemite, slew the brother of 
Goliath the Gittite, the staff of whose spear was 
like a weaver’s beam. 

20. And there was yet a battle in Gath, 
where was a man of great stature, that had on 
every hand six fingers, and on every foot six toes, 
four and twenty in number; and he also was born 
to the giant. 

21. And when he defied Israel, Jonathan 
the son of Shimeah the brother of David 
slew him. 

22. These four were born to the giant in 
Gath, and fell by the hand of David, and by the 


hand of ‘his servants. 
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CHAPTER XXII 





+4]ND David spake unto the Lorp 
sil] the words of this song, in the 
day that the Lorp had delivered 
him out of the hand of all his 
NY o_o, VAl|| enemies, and out of the hand 
WES XGl| of Saul: 

And he said, The Lorp is 
my rock, and my fortress, and my deliverer; 

3. The God of my rock; in him will I trust: 
he is my shield, and the horn of my salvation, 
my high tower, and my refuge, my saviour; thou 
savest me from violence. 

4. I will call on the Lorn, who is worthy to 
be praised: so shall I be saved from mine enemies. 

5. When the waves of death compassed me, 
the floods of ungodly men made me afraid; 

6. The sorrows of hell compassed me about; 
the snares of death prevented me. 

7. In my distress I called upon the Lorn, 
and cried to my God: and he did hear my 
voice out of his temple, and my ery did enter into 
his ears. 

8. Then the earth shook and trembled; the 
foundations of heaven moved and shook, because 
he was wroth. 

9. There went up a smoke out of his nostrils, 
and fire out of his mouth devoured: coals were 
kindled by it. 

10. He bowed the heavens also, and came 
down; and darkness was under his feet. 

11. And he rode upon a cherub, and did fly: 
and he was seen upon the wings of the wind. 

12. And he made darkness pavilions round 
about him, dark waters, and thick clouds of 
the skies. 

13. Through the brightness before him were 
coals of fire kindled. 

14. The Lorp thundered from heaven, and 
the Most High uttered his voice. 

15. And he sent out arrows, and scattered 
them; lightning, and discomfited them. 

16. And the channels of the sea appeared, 
the foundations of the world were discovered, at 
the rebuking of the Lorp, at the blast of the 
breath of his nostrils. ae 

17. He sent from above, he took me; he drew 
me out of many waters: 

18. He delivered me from my strong enemy, 
and from them that hated me: for they were too 
strong for me. 

19. ‘They prevented me in the day of my 
calamity: but the Lorp was my stay. 

20. He brought me forth also into a large 
place: he delivered me, because he delighted 
in me. 
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21. The Lorp rewarded me according to my 
righteousness; according to the cleanness of my 
hands hath he recompensed me. 

22. For I have kept the ways of the Lorp, 
and have not wickedly departed from my God. 

23. For all his judgments were before me: and 
as for his statutes, I did not depart from them. 

24. I was also upright before him, and have 
kept myself from mine iniquity. 

25. Therefore the Lorp hath recompensed me 
according to my righteousness; according to my 
cleanness in his eyesight. 

26. With the merciful thou wilt shew thyself 
merciful, and with the upright man thou wilt 
shew thyself upright. 

27. With the pure thou wilt shew thyself pure; 
and with the froward thou wilt shew thyself 
unsavoury. 

28. And the afflicted people thou wilt save: 
but thine eyes are upon the haughty, that thou 
mayest bring them down. 

29. For thou art my lamp, O Lorn: and the 
Lorp will lighten my darkness. 

30. For by thee I have run through a troop: 
by my God have I leaped over a wall. 

31. As for God, his way is perfect; the word 
of the Lorp zs tried: he is a buckler to all them 
that trust in him. 

32. For who ts God, save the Lorp? and who 
as a rock, save our God? 

33. God is my strength and power; and he 
maketh my way perfect. 

34. He maketh my feet like hinds’ feet; and 
setteth me upon my high places. 

35. He teacheth my hands to war; so that a 
bow of steel is broken by mine arms. 

36. ‘Thou hast also given me the shield of thy 
salvation: and thy gentleness hath made me 
great. 

37. Thou hast enlarged my steps under me; 
so that my feet did not slip. 

38. I have pursued mine enemies, and de- 
stroyed them; and turned not again until I had 
consumed them. 

39. And Ihave consumed them, and wounded 
them, tHat they could not arise: yea, they are 
fallen under my feet. 

40. For thou hast girded me with strength 
to battle: them that rose up against me hast thou 
subdued under me. 

41. Thou hast also given me the necks of mine 
enemies, that I might destroy them that hate me. 

42. ‘They looked, but there was none to save; 
even unto the Lorp, but he answered them not. 

43. 'Then did I beat them as small as the dust 
of the earth: I did stamp them as the mire of the 
street, and did spread them abroad. 
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DAVID DANCING BEFORE THE ARK. II Samuel vi. 14. 
“And David danced before the Lorp with all his might; and David was girded with a linen ephod.” 


44. Thou also hast delivered me from the 
strivings of my people, thou hast kept me to be 
head of the heathen: a people which I knew not 
shall serve me. 

45. Strangers shall submit themselves unto 
me: as soon as they hear, they shall be obedient 
unto me. 

46. Strangers shall fade away, and they shall 
be afraid out of their close places. 

47. The Lorp liveth; and blessed be my 
rock; and exalted be the God of the rock of my 
salvation. 

48. It is God that avengeth me, and that 
bringeth down the people under me, 

49. And that bringeth me forth from mine 
enemies: thou also hast lifted me up on high 
above them that rose up against me: thou hast 
delivered me from the violent man. 

50. Therefore I will give thanks unto thee, O 
Lorp, among the heathen, and I will sing praises 
unto thy name. 

51. He is the tower of salvation for his king: 


and sheweth mercy to his anointed, unto David, 
and to his seed for evermore. 


CHAPTER XXIII 


OW these be the last words of 
A; David. David the son of Jesse 
“2\ said, and the man who was 
3| raised up on high, the anointed 
of the God of Jacob, and the 
| sweet psalmist of Israel, said, 
2. ‘The Spirit of the Lorp 
spake by me, and his word was in my tongue. 

3. The God of Israel said, the Rock of Israel 
spake to me, He that ruleth over men must be 
just, ruling in the fear of God. 

4. And he shall be as the light of the morning, 
when the sun riseth, even a morning without 
clouds; as the tender grass springing out of 
the earth by clear shining after rain. 

5. Although my house be not so with God; 
yet he hath made with me an _ everlasting 
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covenant, ordered in all things, and sure: for this 
is all my salvation, and all my desire, although 
he make zt not to grow. 

6. § But the sons of Belial shall be all of them 
as thorns thrust away, because they cannot be 
taken with hands: 

7. But the man that shall touch them must be 
fenced with iron and the staff of a spear; and they 
shall be utterly burned with fire in the same place. 

8. § These be the names of the mighty men 
whom David had: The Tachmonite that sat in 
the seat, chief among the captains; the same 
was Adino the Eznite: he lijted up his spear 
against eight hundred, whom he slew at one time. 

9. And after him was Eleazar the son of Dodo 
the Ahohite, one of the three mighty men with 
David, when they defied the Philistines that were 
there gathered together to battle, and the men 
of Israel were gone away: 

10. He arose, and smote the Philistines until 
his hand was weary, and his hand clave unto the 
sword: and the Lorp wrought a great victory 
that day; and the people returned after him only 
to spoil. 

11. And after him was Shammah the son of 
Agee the Hararite. And the Philistines were 
gathered together into a troop, where was a piece 
of ground full of lentiles: and the people fled from 
the Philistines. 

12. But he stood in the midst of the ground, 
and defended it, and slew the Philistines: and the 
Lorp wrought a great victory. 

13. And three of the thirty chief went down, 
and came to David in the harvest time unto the 
cave of Adullam: and the troop of the Philistines 
pitched in the valley of Rephaim. 

14. And David was then in a hold, and 
the garrison of the Philistines was then i 
Beth-lehem. 

15. And David longed, and said, Oh that one 
would give me drink of the water of the well of 
Beth-lehem, which is by the gate! 

16. And the three mighty men brake through 
the host of the Philistines, and drew water out of 
the well of Beth-lehem, that was by the gate, 
and took it, and brought zt to David: neverthe- 
less he would not drink thereof, but poured it out 
unto the Lorp. 

17. And he said, Be it far from me, O Lorp, 
that I should do this: zs not this the blood of the 
men that went in jeopardy of their lives? there- 
fore he would not drink it. These things did 
these three mighty men. 

18. And Abishai, the brother of Joab, the son 
of Zeruiah, was chief among three. And he lifted 
up his spear against three hundred, and slew 
them, and had the name among three. 


19. Was he not most honourable of three? 
therefore he was their captain: howbeit he 
attained not unto the first three. 

20. And Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, the son 
of a valiant man, of Kabzeel, who had done many 
acts, he slew two lionlike men of Moab: he went 
down also and slew a lion in the midst of a pit 
in time of snow. 

21. And he slew an Egyptian, a goodly man: 
and the Egyptian had a spear in his hand; but he 
went down to him with a staff, and plucked the 
spear out of the Egyptian’s hand, and slew him 
with his own spear. 

22. These things did Benaiah the son of 
Jehoiada, and had the name among _ three 
mighty men. 

23. He was more honourable than the thirty, 
but he attained not to the first three. And 
David set him over his guard. 

24. Asahel the brother of Joab was one of the 
thirty; Elhanan the son of Dodo of Beth-lehem, 

25. Shammah the Harodite, Elika the Haro- 
dite, 

26. Helez the Paltite, Ira the son of Ikkesh 
the 'Tekoite, 

27. <Abiezer the Anethothite, Mebunnai the 
Hushathite, 

28. Zalmon the Ahohite, Maharai the Netoph- 
athite, 

29. Heleb the son of Baanah, a Netophathite, 
Ittai the son of Ribai out of Gibeah of the 
children of Benjamin, 

30. Benaiah the Pirathonite, Hiddai of the 
brooks of Gaash, 

31. Abi-albon the Arbathite, Azmaveth the 
Barhumite, 

32. Eliahba the Shaalbonite, of the sons of 
Jashen, Jonathan, 

33. Shammah the Hararite, Ahiam the son of 
Sharar the Hararite, 

34. Eliphelet the son of Ahasbai, the son of 
the Maachathite, Eliam the son of Ahithophel 
the Gilonite, 

35. Hezrai the Carmelite, Paarai the Arbite, 

36. Igal the son of Nathan of Zobah, Bani the 
Gadite, 

37. Zelek the Ammonite, Nahari the Beeroth- 
ite, armourbearer to Joab the son of Zeruiah, 

38. Ira an Ithrite, Gareb an Ithrite, 

39. Uriah the Hittite: thirty and seven in all. 


CHAPTER XXIV 


1. And again the anger of the Lorp was 
kindled against Israel, and he moved David 
against them to say, Go, number Israel and 
Judah. 
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2. For the king said to Joab the captain 
of the host, which was with him, Go now 
through all the tribes of Israel, from Dan even 
to Beer-sheba, and number ye the people, that 
I may know the number of the people. 

3. And Joab said unto the king, Now 
the Lorp thy God add unto the people, 
how many soever they be, a hundredfold, 
and that the eyes of my lord the king may 
see it: but why doth my lord the king delight 
in this thing? 

4. Notwithstanding the king’s word 
prevailed against Joab, and against the 
captains of the host. And Joab and _ the 
captains of the host went out from the 
presence of the king, to number the: people 
of Israel. 

5. § And they passed over Jordan, and 
pitched in Aroer, on the right side of the city 
that lveth in the midst of the river of Gad, 
and toward Jazer: 

6. ‘Then they came to Gilead, and to the 
land of ‘Tahtim-hodshi; and they came to 
Dan-jaan, and about to Zidon, 

7. And came to the strong hold of Tyre, 
and to all the cities of the Hivites, and of the 
Canaanites: and they went out to the south 
of Judah, even to Beer-sheba. 

8. So when they had gone through all the 
land, they came to Jerusalem at the end of 
nine months and twenty days. 

9. And Joab gave up the sum of the 
number of the people unto the king: and 
there were in Israel eight hundred thousand 
valiant men that drew the sword; and the 
men of Judah were five hundred thousand men. 

10. § And David’s heart smote him after that 
he had numbered the people. And David said 
unto the Lorp, I have sinned greatly in that I 
have done: and now, I beseech thee, O Lorp, 
take away the iniquity of thy servant; for I have 
done very foolishly. | 

11. For when David was up in the morning, 
the word of the Lorp came unto the prophet 
Gad, David’s seer, saying, 

12. Go and say unto David, Thus saith the 
Lorp, I offer thee three things; choose thee one of 
them, that I may do zt unto thee. 

18. So Gad came to David, and told him, and 
said unto him, Shall seven years of famine come 
unto thee in thy land? or wilt thou flee three 
months before thine enemies, while they pursue 
thee? or that there be three days’ pestilence in 
thy land? now advise, and see what answer I 
shall return to him that sent me. 

14. And David said unto Gad, I am in a great 
strait: let us fall now into the hand of the Lorn; 
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THE MOABITES TAKEN PRISONERS. 


II Samuel viii. 2. 


‘And he smote Moab, and measured them with a line, casting 


them down to the ground; even with two lines measured he 
to put to death, and with one full line to keep alive. And 
so the Moabites became David’s servants, and brought gifts.” 


for his mercies are great: and let me not fall into 
the hand of man. 

15. § So the Lorp sent a pestilence upon 
Israel from the morning even to the time appointed : 
and there died of the people from Dan even to 
Beer-sheba seventy thousand men. 

16. And when the angel stretched out his 
hand upon Jerusalem to destroy it, the Lorp 
repented him of the evil, and said to the angel 
that destroyed the people, It is enough: stay 
now thine hand. And the angel of the Lorp 
was by the threshingplace of Araunah the 
Jebusite. 

17. And David spake unto the Lorp when 
he saw the angel that smote the people, and said, 
Lo, I have sinned, and I have done wickedly: but 
these sheep,what have they done? let thine hand, 
I pray thee, be against me, and against my 
father’s house. 

18. § And Gad came that day to David, 
and said unto him, Go up, rear an altar unto 
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the Lorp on the threshingfloor of Araunah the instruments and other instruments of the oxen 

Jebusite. for wood. ' 
19. And David, according. to the saying of 23. All these things did Araunah, as a king, 

Gad, went up as the am give unto the king. 


And Araunah said 
unto the king, The 
Lorp thy God 
accept thee. 

24. And the king 
said unto Araunah, 
Nays butoiawat 
surely buy aot 
thee atia) price: 
neither will I offer 
burnt offerings 
unto the LorpD 
my God of that 
which doth cost 
me nothing. So 
David bought the 
threshingfloor and 
the oxen for fifty 


ates wastes RECT Rn ae ETT shekels of silver. 
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25. And David 


MICHAL DESPISES DAVID. II Samuel vi. 16. 3 
built there an 


‘And as the ark of the Lorp came into the city of David, Michal Saul’s a ee re 
daughter looked through a window, and saw king David leaping altar unto the 


Lorp commanded. 

20. AndAraunah 
looked, and saw the 
king and his  ser- 
vants coming on 
toward him: and 
Araunah went out, 
and bowed _ himself 
before the king on 
his face upon the 
ground. 

21. And Araunah 
said, Wherefore is 
my lord the king 
come to his servant? 
And David said, 
To buy the thresh- 
ingfloor of thee, to 
build an altar unto 
the Lorp, that the 
plague may be 


stayed from the 





people. and dancing before the Lorp; and she despised him in her heart.” Lorp, and_ offered 

22. And Araunah burnt offerings 
said unto David, Let my lord the king take and peace offerings. So the Lorp was entreated 
and offer up what seemeth good unto him: behold, for the land, and the plague was stayed from 


here be oxen for burnt sacrifice, and threshing Israel. 
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e|OW king David was old and 
| stricken in years; and they cov- 
‘}ered him with clothes, but he 
gat no heat. 

2. Wherefore his servants 
said unto him, Let there be 
sought for my lord the king a 
young virgin: and let her stand before the king, 
and let her cherish him, and let her lie in thy 
bosom, that my lord the king may get heat. 

3. So they sought for a fair damsel through- 
out all the coasts of Israel, and found Abishag 
a Shunammite, and brought her to the king. 

4. And the damsel was very fair, and cherished 
the king, and ministered to him: but the king 
knew her not. 

5. § Then Adonijah the son of Haggith exalted 
himself, saying, I will be king: and he prepared 
him chariots and horsemen, and fifty men to run 
before him. 

6. And his father had not displeased him at 
any time in saying, Why hast thou done so? and 
he also was a very goodly man; and his mother 
bare him after Absalom. 

7. And he conferred with Joab the son of 
Zeruiah, and with Abiathar the priest: and they 
following Adonijah helped him. 

8. But Zadok the priest, and Benaiah the son 
of Jehoiada, and Nathan the prophet, and Shimei, 
and Rei, and the mighty men which belonged to 
David, were not with Adonijah. 

9. And Adonijah slew eee and oxen and fat 
cattle by the stone of Zoheleth, which its by 
En-rogel, and called all his brethren the king’s 
sons, and all the men of Judah the king’s servants: 

10. But Nathan the prophet, and Benaiah, 
and the mighty men, and Solomon his brother, 
he called not. 

11. {| Wherefore Nathan spake unto Bath- 
sheba, the mother of Solomon, saying, Hast thou 
not heard that Adonijah the son of Haggith 
doth reign, and David our lord knoweth 7 not? 

(II-19*) 














12. Now therefore come, let me, I pray thee, 
give thee counsel, that thou mayest save thine 
own life, and the life of thy son Solomon. 

13. Go and get thee in unto king David, and 
say unto him, Didst not thou, my lord, O king, 
swear unto thine handmaid, saying, Assuredly 
Solomon thy son shall reign after me, and he 
shall sit upon my throne? why then doth 
Adoniah reign? 

14. Behold, while thou yet talkest there with 
the king, I also will come in after thee, and 
confirm thy words. 

15. § And Bath-sheba went in unto the king 
into the chamber: and the king was very old; 
and Abishag the Shunammite ministered unto 
the king. 

16. And Bath-sheba bowed, and did obei- 
sance unto the king. And the king said, What 
wouldest thou? 

17. And she said unto him, My lord, thou 
swarest by the Lorp thy God unto thine 
handmaid, saying, Assuredly Solomon thy son 
shall reign after me, and he shall sit upon 
my throne. 

18. And now, behold, Adonijah reigneth; and 
now, my lord the king, thou knowest 7 not: 

19. And he hath slain oxen and fat cattle and 
sheep in abundance, and hath called all the sons 
of the king, and Abiathar the priest, and Joab 
the captain of the host: but Solomon thy servant 
hath he not called. 

20. And thou, my lord, O king, the eyes of 
all Israel are upon thee, that thou shouldest tell 
them who shall sit on the throne of my lord the 
king after him. . 

21. Otherwise it shall come to pass, when my 
lord the king shall sleep with his fathers, that I 
and my son Solomon shall be counted offenders. 

22. § And, lo, while she yet talked with the 
king, Nathan the prophet also came in. 

23. And they told the king, saying, Behold 
Nathan the prophet. And when he was come 
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in before the king, he bowed himself before the 
king with his face to the ground. 

24. And Nathan said, My lord, O king, hast 
thou said, Adonijah shall reign after me, and he 
shall sit upon my throne? 

25. For he is gone down this day, and hath 
slain oxen and fat cattle and sheep in abundance, 
and hath called all the king’s sons, and the cap- 
tains of the host, and Abiathar the priest; and, 
behold, they eat and drink before him, and say, 
God save king Adonijah. 

26. But me, even me thy servant, and Zadok 
the priest, and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, and 
thy servant Solomon, hath he not called. 

27. Is this thing done by my lord the king, 
and thou hast not shewed 2 unto thy servant, 
who should sit on the throne of my lord the king 
after him? 

28. § Then king David answered and said, 
Call me Bath-sheba. And she came into the 
king’s presence, and stood before the king. 

29. And the king sware, and said, As the 
Lorp liveth, that hath redeemed my soul out of 
all distress, 

30. Even as I sware unto thee by the Lorp 
God of Israel, saying, Assuredly Solomon thy son 
shall reign after me, and he shall sit upon my 
throne in my stead; even so will I certainly do 
this day. 

31. Then Bath-sheba bowed with her face to 
the earth, and did reverence to the king, and 
said, Let my lord king David live for ever. 

32. § And king David said, Call me Zadok 
the priest, and Nathan the prophet, and Benaiah 
the son of Jehoiada. And they came _ before 
the king. 

33. ‘The king also said unto them, Take with 
you the servants of your lord, and cause Solomon 
my son to ride upon mine own mule, and bring 
him down to Gihon: 

34. And let Zadok the priest and Nathan the 
rophet anoint him there king over Israel: and 
low ye with the trumpet, and say, God save 

king Solomon. 

35. ‘Then ye shall come up after him, that he 
may come and sit upon my throne; for he shall 
be king in my stead: and I have appointed him 
to be ruler over Israel and over Judah. 

36. And Benaiah the son of Jehoiada an- 
swered the king, and said, Amen: the Lorp 
God of my lord the king say so too. 

37. As the Lorp hath been with my lord 
the king, even so be he with Solomon, and make 
his throne greater than the throne of my lord 
king David. 

38. So Zadok the priest, and Nathan the 
prophet, and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, and 


the Cherethites, and the Pelethites, went down, 
and caused Solomon to ride upon king David’s 
mule, and brought him to Gihon. 

39. And Zadok the priest took a horn of oil 
out of the tabernacle, and anointed Solomon. 
And they blew the trumpet; and all the people 
said, God save king Solomon. 

40. And all the people came up after him, 
and the people piped with pipes, and rejoiced 
with great joy, so that the earth rent with the 
sound of them. 

41. § And Adoniyah and all the guests that 
were with him heard 7 as they had made an end 
of eating. And when Joab heard the sound of 
the trumpet, he said, Wherefore is this noise of 
the city being in an uproar? 

42. And while he yet spake, behold, Jonathan 
the son of Abiathar the priest came: and Adonijah 
said unto him, Come in; for thou art a valiant 
man, and bringest good tidings. 

43. And Jonathan answered and said to 
Adoniah, Verily our lord king David hath made 
Solomon king. 

44. And the king hath sent with him Zadok 
the priest, and Nathan the prophet, and Benaiah 
the son of Jehoiada, and the Cherethites, and 
the Pelethites, and they have caused him to 
ride upon the king’s mule: 

45. And Zadok the priest and Nathan the 
prophet have anointed him king in Gihon: and 
they are come up from thence rejoicing, so that 
the city rang again. This is the noise that ye 
have heard. 

46. And also Solomon sitteth on the throne 
of the kingdom. 

47. And moreover the king’s servants came 
to bless our lord king David, saying, God make 
the name of Solomon better than thy name, and 
make his throne greater than thy throne. And 
the king bowed himself upon the bed. 

48. And also thus said the king, Blessed be 
the Lorp God of Israel, which hath given one 
to sit on my throne this day, mine eyes even 
seeing i. “s 

49. And all the guests that were with Adoni- 
jah were afraid, and rose up, and went every 
man his way. 

50. § And Adonijah feared because of Solo- 
mon, and arose, and went, and caught hold on 
the horns of the altar. 

51. And it was told Solomon, saying, Behold, 
Adonijah feareth king Solomon: for, lo, he hath 
caught hold on the horns of the altar, saying, 
Let king Solomon swear unto me to day that he 
will not slay his servant with the sword. 

52. And Solomon said, If he will shew himself 
a worthy man, there shall not a hair of him fall 
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DAVID SEES BATH-SHEBA BATHING. II Samuel xi. 2. 


“And it came to pass in an eveningtide, that David arose from off his bed, and walked upon the roof of the king’s 
house: and from the roof he saw a woman washing herself; and the woman was very beautiful to look upon.” 


to the earth: but if wickedness shall be found in 
him, he shall die. 

53. So king Solomon sent, and they brought 
him down from the altar. And he came and 
bowed himself to king Solomon: and Solomon 
said unto him, Go to thine house. 


CHAPTER II 








OW the days of David drew 
Z| nigh that he should die; and he 
charged Solomon his son, saying, 
2. I go the way of all the 
| earth: be thou strong therefore, 
_and shew thyself a man; 
(CEOMES) 3863. And keep the charge of 
the Lorp thy God, to walk in P ways, to keep 
his statutes, and his commandments, and his 

















judgments, and his testimonies, as it is written 
in the law of Moses, that thou mayest prosper 
in all that thou doest, and whithersoever thou 
turnest thyself: 

4. That the Lorp may continue his word 
which he spake concerning me, saying, If thy 
children take heed to their way, to walk before 
me in truth with all their heart and with all their 
soul, there shall not fail thee (said he) a man on 
the throne of Israel. 

5. Moreover thou knowest also what Joab 
the son of Zeruiah did to me, and what he did 
to the two captains of the hosts of Israel, unto 
Abner the son of Ner, and unto Amasa the son 
of Jether, whom he slew, and shed the blood of 
war in peace, and put the blood of war upon his 
girdle that was about his loins, and in his shoes 
that were on his feet. 
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6. Do therefore according to thy wisdom, 
and let not his hoar head go down to the grave 
in peace. 

7. But shew kindness unto the sons of 
Barzillai the Gileadite, and let them be of those 
that eat at thy table: for so they came to me 
when I fled because of Absalom thy brother. 

8. And, behold, thow hast with thee Shimei 
the son of Gera, a Benjamite of Bahurim, which 
cursed me with a grievous curse in the day when 
I went to Mahanaim: but he came down to meet 
me at Jordan, and I sware to him by the Lorp, 
saying, I will 
not put thee to 
death with the 
sword. 

9. Now there- 
fore hold him 
not guiltless: for 
thou art a wise 
man, and know- Or 
est what thou a 
oughtest to do 
unto him; but 
his hoar head 
bring thou down 
LO, Tere ee 
with blood. 

10. So David 
slept with his 
fathers, and was 
buried in the 
city of David. 

11. And the 
days that David 
reigned over 
Israel were forty 
years: seven years reigned he in Hebron, and 
thirty and three years reigned he in Jerusalem. 

12. §| Then sat Solomon upon the throne 
of David his father; and his kingdom was estab- 
lished greatly. 

13. § And Adonijah the son of Haggith 
came to Bath-sheba the mother of Solomon. 
And she said, Comest thou peaceably? And he 
said, Peaceably. 

14. He said moreover, I have somewhat to 
say unto thee. And she said, Say on. 

15. And he said, Thou knowest that the 
kingdom was mine, and that all Israel set their 
faces on me, that I should reign: howbeit the 
kingdom is turned about, and is become my 
brother’s: for it was his from the Lorp. 

16. And now I ask one petition of thee, 
deny me not. And she said unto him, Say on. 

_ 17. And he said, Speak, I pray thee, unto 
Solomon the king, (for he will not say thee 
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BATH-SHEBA MOURNS HER HUSBAND. II Samuel xi. 26. 
“And when the wife of Uriah heard that Uriah her 


husband was dead, she mourned for her husband.” 


nay,) that he give me Abishag the Shunammite 
to wife. 

18. And Bath-sheba said, Well; I will speak 
for thee unto the king. 

19. { Bath-sheba therefore went unto king 
Solomon, to speak unto him for Adonijah. And 
the king rose up to meet her, and bowed himself 
unto her, and sat down on his throne, and caused 
a seat to be set for the king’s mother; and she 
sat on his right hand. 

20. Then she said, I desire one small petition 
of thee; I pray thee, say me not nay. And the 
king said unto 
her, Ask on, my 
mother; for I 
will not say thee 
nay. 

21. And she 
said, Let, Abie 
shag the Shu- 
nammite be 
given to Adoni- 
jah thy brother 
to wife. 

22. And king 
Solomon an- 
swered and said 
unto his mother, 
And why dost 
thou ask Abi- 
shag the Shu- 
nammite for 
Adonijah? — ask 
for him the 
kingdom also; 
for he is mine 
elder brother; 
even for him, and for Abiathar the priest, and 
for Joab the son of Zeruiah. 

23. ‘Then king Solomon sware by the Lorp, 
saying, God do so to me, and more also, if Adoni- 
jah have not spoken this word against his own life. 

24. Now therefore, as the Lorp liveth, which 
hath established me, and set me on the throne of 
David my father, and who hath made me a 
house, as he promised, Adonijah shall be put 
to death this day. 

25. And king Solomon sent by the hand of 
Benaiah the son of Jehoiada: and he fell upon 
him that he died. 

26. § And unto Abiathar the priest said 
the king, Get thee to Anathoth, unto thine own 
fields; for thou art worthy of death: but I will 
not at this time put thee to death, because thou 
barest the ark of the Lord Gop before David my 
father, and because thou hast been afflicted in all 
wherein my father was afflicted. 
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NATHAN REPROACHES DAVID. II Samuel xii. 9. 
“Wherefore hast thou despised the commandment of the Lorn, to do eyil in his 
sight? thou hast killed Uriah the Hittite with the sword, and hast taken his wife 
to be thy wife, and hast slain him with the sword of the children of Ammon.” 
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27. So Solomon thrust out Abiathar from 
being priest unto the Lorp; that he might 
fulfil the word of the Lorp, which he spake 
concerning the house of Eli in Shiloh. 

28. § Then tidings came to Joab: for Joab 
had turned after Adonijah, though he turned not 
after Absalom. And Joab fled unto the taber- 
nacle of the Lorp, and caught hold on the horns 
of the altar. 

29. And it was told king Solomon that Joab 
was fled unto the tabernacle of the Lorp; and, 
behold, he is by the altar. ‘Then Solomon sent 
Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, saying, Go, fall 
upon him. 

30. And Benaiah came to the tabernacle 
of the Lorp, and said unto him, Thus saith the 
king, Come forth. And he said, Nay; but I will 
die here. And Benaiah brought the king word 
again, saying, Thus said Joab, and thus he 
answered me. 

31. And the king said unto him, Do as he 
hath said, and fall upon him, and bury him; 
that thou mayest take away the innocent blood, 
which Joab shed, from me, and from the house 
of my father. 

32. And the Lorp shall return his blood 
upon his own head, who fell upon two men more 
righteous and better than he, and slew them 
with the sword, my father David not knowing 
thereof, to wit, Abner the son of Ner, captain 
of the host of Israel, and Amasa the son of 
Jether, captain of the host of Judah. 

33. Their blood shall therefore return upon 
the head of Joab, and upon the head of his seed 
for ever: but upon David, and upon his seed, 
and upon his house, and upon his throne, shall 
there be peace for ever from the Lorp. 

34. So Benaiah the son of Jehoiada went 
up, and fell upon him, and slew him: and he was 
buried in his own house in the wilderness. 

35. § And the king put Benaiah the son 
of Jehoiada in his room over the host: and 
Zadok the priest did the king put in the room 
of Abiathar. 

36. § And the king sent and called for Shimei, 
and said unto him, Build thee a house in Jerusa- 
lem, and dwell there, and go not forth thence 
any whither. 

37. For it shall be, that on the day thou goest 
out, and passest over the brook Kidron, thou 
shalt know for certain that thou shalt surely 
die: thy blood shall be upon thine own head. 

38. And Shimei said unto the king, ‘The say- 
ing is good: as my lord the king hath said, 
so will thy servant do. And Shimei dwelt in 
Jerusalem many days. 

‘39. And it came to pass at the end of three 


years, that two of the servants of Shimei ran 
away unto Achish son of Maachah king of Gath. 
And they told Shimei, saying, Behold, thy 
servants be in Gath. 

40. And Shimei arose, and saddled his ass, 
and went to Gath to Achish to seek his servants: 
and Shimei went, and brought his servants 
from Gath. 

41. And it was told Solomon that Shimei 
had gone from Jerusalem to Gath, and was 
come again. 

42. And the king sent and called for Shimei, 
and said unto him, Did Inot make thee to swear 
by the Lorp, and protested unto thee, saying, 
Know for a certain, on the day thou goest out, 
and walkest abroad any whither, that thou shalt 
surely die? and thou saidst unto me, The word 
that I have heard is good. 

43. Why then hast thou not kept the oath 
of the Lorn, and the commandment that I have 
charged thee with? 

44. ‘The king said moreover to Shimei, 
Thou knowest all the wickedness which thine 
heart is privy to, that thou didst to David my 
father; therefore the Lorp shall return thy wick- 
edness upon thine own head: 

45. And king Solomon shall be blessed, and 
the throne of David shall be established before 
the Lorp for ever. 

46. So the king commanded Benaiah the 
son of Jehoiada; which went out, and fell upon 
him, that he died. And the kingdom was 
established in the hand of Solomon. 


CHAPTER IIL 


(COmmmmomeo)|N 1D Solomon made affinity with 
ie Pharaoh king of Egypt, and took 

EN Pharaoh’s daughter, and brought 
24] her into the city of David, until 
4gi| he had made an end of building 
— his own house, and the house 
of the Lorp, and the wall of 
Jerusalem round about. 

2. Only the people sacrificed in high places, 
because there was no house built unto the name 
of the Lorp, until those days. 

38. And Solomon loved the Lorp, walking 
in the statutes of David his father: only he sac- 
rificed and burnt incense in high places. 

4. And the king went to Gibeon to sacrifice 
there; for that was the great high place: a 
thousand burnt offerings did Solomon offer upon 
that altar. 

5. § In Gibeon the Lorp appeared to Solomon 
in a dream by night: and God said, Ask what 
I shall give thee. 
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6. And Solomon said, Thou hast shewed 
unto thy servant David my father great mercy, 
according as he walked before thee in truth, 
and in righteousness, and in uprightness of 
heart with thee; and thou hast kept for him 
this great kindness, that thou hast given him 
a son to sit on his throne, as zt ds this day. 

7. And now, O Lorp my God, thou hast 
made thy servant king instead of David my 
father: and I am but a little child: I know not 
how to go out or come in. 

8. And thy servant zs in the midst of thy 
people which thou hast chosen, a great people, 
that cannot be numbered nor counted for 
multitude. 

9. Give therefore thy servant an under- 
standing heart to judge thy people, that I may 
discern between good and bad: for who is able 
to judge this thy so great a people? 

10. And the speech pleased the Lord, that 
Solomon had asked this thing. 

11. And God said unto him, Because thou 
hast asked this thing, and hast not asked for 
thyself long life; neither hast asked riches 
for thyself, nor hast asked the life of thine 
enemies; but hast asked for thyself understand- 
ing to discern judgment; 

12. Behold, I have done according to thy 
word: lo, I have given thee a wise and an under- 
standing heart; so that there was none like thee 
before thee, neither after thee shall any arise 
like unto thee. 

13. And I have also given thee that which 
thou hast not asked, both riches, and honour: 
so that there shall not be any among the kings 
like unto thee all thy days. 

14. And if thou wilt walk in my ways, 
to keep my statutes and my commandments, as 
thy father David did walk, then I will lengthen 
thy days. 

15. And Solomon awoke; and, behold, 2t was 
a dream. And he came to Jerusalem, and 
stood before the ark of the covenant of the 
Lorp, and offered up burnt offerings, and offered 
peace offerings, and made a feast to all his 
servants. 

16. § Then came there two women, that 
were harlots, unto the king, and stood before 
him. 

17. And the one woman said, O my lord, 
I and this woman dwell in one house; and I was 
delivered of a child with her in the house. 

18. And it came to pass the third day after 
that I was delivered, that this woman was 
delivered also: and we were together; there was 
no stranger with us in the house, save we two 
in the house. 


19. And this woman’s child died in the night; 
because she overlaid it. 

20. And she arose at midnight, and took 
my son from beside me, while thine handmaid 
slept, and laid it in her bosom, and laid her dead 
child in my bosom. 

21. And when I rose in the morning to give 
my child suck, behold, it was dead: but when 
I had considered it in the morning, behold, it 
was not my son, which I did bear. 

22. And the other woman said, Nay; but 
the living 2s my son, and the dead is thy son. 
And this said, No; but the dead is thy son, 
and the living 7 my son. Thus they spake 
before the king. 

23. Then said the king, The one saith, 
This ts my son that liveth, and thy son is 
the dead: and the other saith, Nay; but thy son 
is the dead, and my son zs the living. 

24. And the king said, Bring me a sword. 
And they brought a sword before the king. 

25. And the king said, Divide the living 
child in two, and give half to the one, and half 
to the other. 

26. ‘Then spake the woman whose the living 
child was unto the king, for her bowels yearned 
upon her son, and she said, O my lord, give her 
the living child, and in no wise slay it. But the 
other said, Let it be neither mine nor thine, but 
divide it. 

27. ‘Then the king answered and said, Give 
her the living child, and in no wise slay it: she zs 
the mother thereof. 

28. And all Israel heard of the judgment 
which the king had judged; and they feared the 
king: for they saw that the wisdom of God was 
in him to do judgment. 


CHAPTER IV 


JO king Solomon was king over 
all Israel. 

2. And these were the princes 
g} which he had; Azariah the son 
Y@i| of Zadok the priest, 

| 3. Elihoreph and Ahiah, the 

sons of Shisha, scribes; Jehosh- 
of Ahilud, the recorder. 

4. And Benaiah the son of Jehoiada was 
over the host: and Zadok and Abiathar were the 
priests: 

5. And Azariah the son of Nathan was over 
the officers: and Zabud the son of Nathan was 
principal officer, and the king’s friend: 

6. And Ahishar was over the household: 
and Adoniram the son of Abda was over the 
tribute. 
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DESOLATION OF TAMAR. II Samuel xiii. 19. 


“And Tamar put ashes on her head, and rent her garment of divers colours 
that was on her, and laid her hand on her head, and went on crying.” 


Pa eae ee 
; ep Pas SF 


me 
— 





I KINGS 451 





J. James Tissot. 


oe : ax gine t 
a a ah = ol : és — 


Copyright by de Brunoff, 1904, 





ABSALOM CAUSETH AMNON TO BE SLAIN. II Samuel xiii. 28. 


“Now Absalom had commanded his servants, saying, Mark ye now when Amnon’s heart is merry with wine, and when 
I say unto you, Smite Amnon; then kill him, fear not: have not I commanded you? be courageous, and be valiant.” 


7. § And Solomon had twelve officers over 
all Israel, which provided victuals for the king 
and his household: each man his month in a 
year made provision. 

8. And these are their names: The son of 
Hur, in mount Ephraim: 

9. The son of Dekar, in Makaz, and in 
Shaalbim, and Beth-shemesh, and Elon-beth- 
hanan: 

10. The son of Hesed, in Aruboth; to him 
pertained Sochoh, and all the land of Hepher: 

11. The son of Abinadab, in all the region 
of Dor; which had Taphath the daughter of 
Solomon to wife: 

12. Baana the son of Ahilud; to him pertained 
Taanach and Megiddo, and all Beth-shean, 
which ts by Zartanah beneath Jezreel, from 
Beth-shean to Abel-meholah, even unto the place 
that is beyond Jokneam: : 

13. The son of Geber, in Ramoth-gilead; 
to him pertained the towns of Jair the son of 
Manasseh, which are in Gilead; to him also 
pertained the region of Argob, which 7% in 

(I-20) 


Bashan, threescore great cities with walls and 
brazen bars: 

14. Ahinadab the son of [ddo had Mahanaim: 

15. Ahimaaz was in Naphtali; he also took 
Basmath the daughter of Solomon to wife: 

16. Baanah the son of Hushai was in Asher 
and in Aloth: 

17. Jehoshaphat the son of Paruah, in Issa- 
char: 

18. Shimei the son of Elah, in Benjamin: 

19. Geber the son of Uri was in the country 
of Gilead, an the country of Sihon king of the 
Amorites, and of Og king of Bashan; and he was 
the only officer which was in the land. 

20. § Judah and Israel were many, as the sand 
which ws by the sea in multitude, eating and 
drinking, and making merry. 

21. And Solomon reigned over all kingdoms 
from the river unto the land of the Philistines, 
and unto the border of Egypt: they brought. 
presents, and served Solomon all the days of 
his life. 

22. § And Solomon’s provision for one day 
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J. James Tissot. 


DAVID MOURNS HIS SON AMNON. 


“But Absalom fled, and went to Talmai, the son of Ammihud, ih 


king of Geshur. 


was thirty measures s of fine flour, and threescore 
measures of meal, 

23. ‘Ten fat oxen, and twenty. oxen out of the 
pastures, and a aired sheep, besides harts, 
and roebucks, and fallow deer, and fatted fowl. 

24. For he had dominion over all the region 
on this side the river, from Tiphsah even to 
Azzah, over all the kings on this side the river: 
ae he had peace on all sides round | about 

im. 

25. And Judah and Israel dwelt safely, every 
man under his vine and under his fig tree, 
from Dan even to Beer-sheba, all the days of 
Solomon. 

26. — And Solomon had forty thousand stalls 
of horses for his chariots, and twelve thousand 
horsemen. 

27. And those officers provided victuals for 
king Solomon, and for all that came unto 
king Solomon’s table, every man in his month: 
they lacked nothing. 

28. Barley also and straw for the horses 
and dromedaries brought they unto the place 
where the officers were, every man according to 
his charge. 

29. § And God gave Solomon wisdom and 
understanding exceeding much, and largeness 





II Samuel xiii. 37. 


And David mourned for his son every day.” 


of heart, even as the sand that is 
on the sea shore. 

30. And Solomon’s wisdom ex- 
celled the wisdom of all the children 
of the east country, and all the wis- 
dom of Egypt. 

31. For he was wiser than all 
men; than Ethan the Ezrahite, and - 
Heman, and Chalecol, and Darda, 
the sons of Mahol: and his fame 
was in all nations round about. 

32. And he spake three thou- 
sand proverbs: and his songs were 
a thousand and five. 

33. And he spake of trees, from the 
cedar tree that 7s in Lebanon even 
unto the hyssop that springeth out 
of the wall: he spake also of beasts, 
and of fowl, and of creeping things, 
and of fishes. 

34. And there came of all people 
to hear the wisdom of Solomon, from 
all kings of the earth, which had 


heard of his wisdom. 
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CHAPTER V 


And Hiram king of Tyre sent 
his servants unto Solomon; for he 
had heard that they had anointed 
him king in the room of his father: for Hiram 
was ever a lover of David. 

2. And Solomon sent to Hiram, saying, 

3. ‘Thou knowest how that David my father 
could not build a house unto the name of the 
Lorp his God, for the wars which were about 
him on every side, until the Lorp put them 
under the soles of his feet. 

4. But now the Lorp my God hath given 
me rest on every side, so that there is neither 
adversary nor evil occurrent. 

5. And, behold, I purpose to build a house 
unto the name of the Lorp my God, as the 


-Lorp spake unto David my father, saying, 


Thy son, whom I will set upon thy throne 
in thy room, he shall build a house unto my 
name. 

6. Now therefore command thou that they 
hew me cedar trees out of Lebanon; and my 
servants shall be with thy servants: and unto thee 
will I give hire for thy servants according to all 
that thou shalt appoint: for thou knowest that 
there is not among us any that can skill to hew 
timber like unto the Sidonians. 

7. § And it came to pass, when Hiram heard 
the words of Solomon, that he rejoiced greatly, 
and said, Blessed be the Lorp this day, which 
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hath given unto David a wise son over this great 
people. 

8. And Hiram sent to Solomon, saying, I 
have considered the things which thou sentest 
to me for: and I will do all thy desire concerning 
timber of cedar, and concerning timber of fir. 

9. My servants shall bring them down from 
Lebanon unto the sea; and I will convey them 
by sea in floats unto the place that thou shalt 
appoint me, and will cause them to be discharged 
there, and thou shalt receive them: and thou 
shalt accomplish my desire, in giving food for 
my household. . 

10. So Hiram gave Solomon cedar trees 
and fir trees according to all his desire. 

11. And Solomon gave Hiram twenty thou- 
sand measures of wheat jor food to his house- 
hold, and twenty measures of pure oil: thus gave 
Solomon to Hiram year by year. 

12. And the Lorp gave Solomon wisdom, 
as he promised him: and there was peace between 
Hiram and Solomon; and they two. made a 
league together. 

13. § And king Solomon raised a levy out 
of all Israel; and the levy was thirty thousand 
men. 

14. And he sent them to Lebanon, ten 
thousand a month by courses: a month they 
were in Lebanon, and two months at home: 
and Adoniram was over the levy. 

15. And Solomon had threescore and ten 
thousand that bare burdens, and _ fourscore 
thousand hewers in the mountains; 

16. Besides the chief of Solomon’s officers 
which were over the work, three thousand and 
three hundred, which ruled over the people that 
wrought in the work. 

17. And the king commanded, and_ they 
brought great stones, costly stones, and hewed 
stones, to lay the foundation of the house. 

18. And Solomon’s builders and Hiram’s 
builders did hew them, and the stonesquarers: so 
they prepared timber and stones to build the 
house. a oe 


CHAPTER VI 


ND it came to pass in the four 
hundred and eightieth year after 
the children of Israel were come 

@| out of the land of Egypt, in the 

Yg@\| fourth year of Solomon’s reign 

yi) over Israel, in the month Zif, 
eee which 27s the second month, that 

he began to build the house of the Lorp. 
2. And the house which king Solomon built 
for the Lorn, the length thereof was threescore 





cubits, and the breadth thereof twenty cubits, 
and the height thereof thirty cubits. 

3. And: the porch before the temple of the 
house, twenty. cubits was the length thereof, 
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J. James Tissot. Copyright by de Brunoff, 1904. 
ABSALOM. II Samuel xiy. 25. 


“ But in all Israel there was none to be so much praised 
as Absalom for his beauty: from the sole of his foot even 
to the crown of his head there was no blemish in him.” 


according to the breadth of the house; and 
ten cubits was the breadth thereof before the 
house. 

4. And for the house he made windows of 
narrow lights. 

5. § And against the wall of the house he built 
chambers round about, against the walls of the 
house round about, both of the temple and of the 
oracle: and he made chambers round about. 

6. The nethermost chamber was five cubits 
broad, and the middle was six cubits broad, and 
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the third was seven cubits broad: for without in 
the wall of the house he made narrowed rests 
round about, that the beams should not be 
fastened in the walls of the house. 

7. And the house, when it was in building, 
was built of stone made ready before it was 
brought thither: so that there was neither ham- 
mer nor axe nor any tool of iron heard in the 
house, while it was in building. 

8. The door for the middle chamber was in 
the right side of the house: and they went up 
with winding stairs into the middle chamber, and 
out of the middle into the third. 

9. So he built the house, and finished it; and 
covered the house with beams and boards. of 
cedar. 

10. And then he built chambers against 
all the house, five cubits high: and _ they 
rested on the house with timber of cedar. 





J. James Tissot. ; Copyright by de Brunoff, 1904. 
DAVID QUITS JERUSALEM. II Samuel xv. 30. 
“And David went up by the ascent of mount Olivet, and wept 
as he went up, and had his head covered, and he went barefoot: 
and all the people that was with him covered every man 
his head, and they went up, weeping as they went up.” 





11. { And the word of the Lorp came to 
Solomon, saying, 

12. Concerning this house which thou art in 
building, if thou wilt walk in my statutes, and 
execute my judgments, and keep all my com- 
mandments to walk in them; then will I perform 
my word with thee, which I spake unto David 
thy father: 

13. And I will dwell among the children of 
Israel, and will not forsake my people Israel. 

14. So Solomon built the house, and finished it. 

15. And he built the walls of the house within 
with boards of cedar, both the floor of the house, 
and the walls of the ceiling: and he covered them 
on the inside with wood, and covered the floor 


of the house with planks of fir. 


16. And he built twenty cubits on the sides 
of the house, both the floor and the walls with 
boards of cedar: he even built them for it 
within, even for the oracle, even for the most 
holy place. 

17. And the house, that is, the temple 
before it, was forty cubits long. 

18. And the cedar of the house within 
was carved with knops and open flowers: 
all was cedar; there was no stone seen. 

19. And the oracle he prepared in the 
house within, to set there the ark of the cove- 
nant of the Lorn. 

20. And the oracle in the forepart was 
twenty cubits in length, and twenty cubits 
in breadth, and twenty cubits in the height 
thereof: and he overlaid it with pure gold; 
and so covered the altar which was of cedar. 

21. So Solomon overlaid the house within 
with pure gold: and he made a partition by 
the chains of gold before the oracle; and he 
overlaid it with gold. 

22. And the whole house he overlaid with 
gold, until he had finished all the house: also 
the whole altar that was by the oracle he 
overlaid with gold. 

23. § And within the oracle he made two 
cherubim of olive tree, each ten cubits high. 

24. And five cubits was the one wing of 
the cherub, and five cubits the other wing 
of the cherub: from the uttermost part of 
the one wing unto the uttermost part of the 
other were ten cubits. 

25. And the other cherub was ten cubits: 
both the cherubim were of one measure and 
one size. 

26. ‘The height of the one cherub was ten 
cubits, and so was vt of the other cherub. 

27. And he set the cherubim within the in- 
ner house: and they stretched forth the wings 
of the cherubim, so that the wing of the 
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ABSALOM HANGING ON THE OAK TREE. II Samuel xviii. 9. 


“And his head caught hold of the oak, and he was taken up between the heaven and the earth.’’ 


(1 21) 
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one touched the one wall, and the wing of 
the other cherub touched the other wall; and 
their wings touched one another in the midst of 
the house. 

28. And he overlaid the cherubim with gold. 

29. And he carved all the walls of the house 
round about with carved figures of cherubim 
and palm trees and open flowers, within and 
without. 

30. And the floor of the house he overlaid 
with gold, within and without. 

31. ¢ And for the entering of the oracle 
he made doors o7 olive tree: the lintel and side 
posts were a fifth part of the wall. 

32. The two doors also were of olive tree; and 
he carved upon them carvings of cherubim and 
palm trees and open flowers, and overlaid them 
with gold, and spread gold upon the cherubim, 
and upon the palm trees. 

33. So also made he for the door of the temple 
posts of olive tree, a fourth part of the wall. 

34. And the two doors were of fir tree: the 
two leaves of the one door were folding, and the 
two leaves of the other door were folding. 

35. And he carved thereon cherubim and palm 
trees and open flowers: and covered them with 
gold fitted upon the carved work. 

36. §— And he built the inner court with three 
rows of hewed stone, and a row of cedar beams. 

37. § In the fourth year was the foundation 


of the house of the Lorp laid, in the: month Zif: | 


38. And in the eleventh year, in the month 
Bul, which zs the eighth month, was the house 
finished throughout all the parts thereof, and 
according to all the fashion of it. So was he 
seven years in building it. ; 


CHAPTER VII 


UT Solomon was building his 
gZ\) own house thirteen years, and 
|| he finished all his house. 
@| 2. § He built also the house 
Yg@i|of the forest of Lebanon; the 
aa (| length thereof was a hundred 
eee) cubits, and the breadth thereof 
fifty cubits, and the height thereof thirty cubits, 
upon four rows of cedar pillars, with cedar beams 
upon the pillars. 

3. And it was covered with cedar above upon 
the beams, that lay on forty five pillars, fifteen 
in a row. 

4. And there were windows in three rows, and 
light was against light im three ranks. 

5. And all the doors and posts were square, 
with the windows: and light was against light im 
three ranks. 





6. § And he made a porch of pillars; the length 
thereof was fifty cubits, and the breadth thereof 
thirty cubits: and the porch was before them: and 
the other pillars and the thick beam were 
before them. 

7. § Then he made a porch for the throne 
where he might judge, even the porch of judg- 
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J. James Tissot. 
THE DEATH OF ABSALOM. 


“And ten young men that bare Joab’s armour com- 
passed about and smote Absalom, and slew him.” 


ment: and zt was covered with cedar from one 
side of the floor to the other. 

8. § And his house where he dwelt had 
another court within the porch, which was of the 
like work. Solomon made also a house for 
Pharaoh’s daughter, whom he had taken to wife, 
like unto this porch. 

9. All these were of costly stones, according 
to the measures of hewed stones, sawed with 
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saws, within and without, even from the founda- 
tion unto the coping, and so on the outside 
toward the great court. 

10. And the foundation was of costly 
stones, even great stones, stones of ten cubits, 
and stones of eight cubits. 

11. And above were costly stones, after the 
measures of 
hewed. stones, 
and cedars. 

12. And the 
great court 
round about 
was with three 
rows of hewed 
stones, and a 
row of cedar 
beams, both for 
the inner court 
of the house 
of the Lorp, 
and for the 
porch of the 
house. 

137 29) And 
king Solomon 
sent and fetched 
Hiram out of 
Byte: 

14. He was 
a widow's son 
of the tribe of 
Naphtali, and 
his father was a 
man of Tyre, a 
worker in brass: 
and he was filled 
with wisdom, 
and understand- 
ing, and cun- 
ning to work 
all works in 
brass. And he 
came to king 
Solomon, and 
wrought all his 
work. 

15. For he 
cast two pil- 
lars of brass, of 
eighteen cubits high apiece: and a line of twelve 
cubits did compass either of them about. 

16. And he made two chapiters of molten 
brass, to set upon the tops of the pillars: the 
height of the one chapiter was five cubits, 


and the height of the other chapiter was five 
cubits: 


J. James Tissot. 





DAVID SEES THE MESSENGER ARRIVE. 
“And David sat between the two gates: and the watchman went 
up to the roof over the gate unto the wall, and lifted up 29: 
his eyes, and looked, and behold a man running alone.” 


17. And nets of checker work, and wreaths 
of chain work, for the chapiters which were upon 
the top of the pillars; seven for the one chapiter, 
and seven for the other chapiter. 

18. And he made the pillars, and two rows 
round about upon the one network, to cover the 
chapiters that were upon the top, with pome- 
: granates: and so 
did he for the 
other chapiter. 

19. And the 
chapiters that 
were upon the 
top of the pil- 
lars were of 
lily work in the 


porch, four 
cubits. 
20. And the 


chapiters upon 
the two pil- 
lars had pome- 
granates also 
above, over 
against the 
belly which 
was by the net- 
work: and the 
pomegranates 
were two hun- 
dred in’ rows 
round about 
upon the other 
chapiter. 

21. And he 
set up the pil- 
lars in the porch 
of the temple: 
and he set up 
the right pillar, 
and called the 
name thereof 
Jachin: and he 
set up the left 


Sr tS, wit Cte P te 
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Copyright by de Brunoff, 1904. pillar, and called 
II Samuel xviii. 24. the name there- 
of Boaz. 


And up- 
on the top of 
the pillars was 
lily work: so was the work of the pillars finished. 

23. § And he made a molten sea, ten cubits 
from the one brim to the other: 7 was round all 
about, and his height was five cubits: and a line 
of thirty cubits did compass it round about. 

24. And under the brim of it round about 
there were knops compassing it, ten in a cubit, 


I KINGS 457 





J. James Tissot. 











Copyright by de Brunoff, 1904. 


THE WIVES OF DAVID. II Samuel xx. 3. 


“And David came to his house at Jerusalem; and the king took the ten women his concubines, whom 
he had left to keep the house, and put them in ward, and fed them, but went not in unto them.” 


compassing the sea round about: the knops were 
cast in two rows, when it was cast. 

25. It stood upon twelve oxen, three looking 
toward the north, and three looking toward the 
west, and three looking toward the south, and 
three looking toward the east: and the sea was 
set above upon them, and all their hinder parts 
were inward. 

26. And it was a handbreadth thick, and the 
brim thereof was wrought like the brim of a cup, 
with flowers of lilies: it contained two thousand 
baths. 

27. ¢ And he made ten bases of brass; four 
cubits was the length of one base, and four cubits 
the breadth thereof, and three cubits the height 
of it. 

28. And the work of the bases was on this 
manner: they had borders, and the borders were 
between the ledges: 

29. And on the borders that were between 
the ledges were lions, oxen, and cherubim: and 
upon the ledges there was a base above: and 
beneath the lions and oxen were certain additions 
made of thin work. 

30. And every base had four brazen wheels, and 
plates of brass: and the four corners thereof had 

(II-22) 


undersetters: under the laver were undersetters 
molten, at the side of every addition. 

31. And the mouth of it within the chapiter 
and above was a cubit: but the mouth thereof 
was round after the work of the base, a cubit 
and a half: and also upon the mouth of it were 
gravings with their borders, foursquare, not 
round. 

32. And under the borders were four wheels; 
and the axletrees of the wheels were joined to 
the base: and the height of a wheel was a cubit 
and half a cubit. 

33. And the work of the wheels was like 
the work of a chariot wheel: their axletrees, and 
their naves, and their felloes, and their spokes, 
were all molten. 

34. And there were four undersetters to the 
four corners of one base: and the undersetters 
were of the very base itself. 

35. And in the top of the base was there a 
round compass of half a cubit high: and on the 
top of the base the ledges thereof and the bor- 
ders thereof were of the same. 

36. For on the plates of the ledges thereof, 
and on the borders thereof, he graved cheru- 
bim, lions, and palm trees, according to the 
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proportion of every one, and additions round 
about. 

37. After this manner he made the ten bases: 
all of them had one casting, one measure, and 
one size. 

38. § Then made he ten lavers of brass: 
one laver contained forty baths: and every laver 
was four cubits: and upon every one of the ten 
bases one laver. 

39. And he put five bases on the right side 
of the house, and five on the left side of the house: 
and he set the sea on the right side of the house 
eastward, over against the south. 

40. § And Hiram made the lavers, and the 
shovels, and the basins. So Hiram made an end 
of doing all the work that he made king Solomon 
for the house of the Lorp: 

41. The two pillars, and the two bowls of 
the chapiters that were on the top of the two 
pillars; and the two networks, to cover the two 
bowls of the chapiters which were upon the top 
of the pillars; 

42. And four hundred pomegranates for the 
two networks, even two rows of pomegranates for 
one network, to cover the two bowls of the chapi- 
ters that were upon the pillars; 

43. And the ten bases, and ten lavers on the 
_ bases; 

44. And one sea, and twelve oxen under the 
sea; 

45. And the pots, and the shovels, and the 
basins: and all these vessels, which Hiram made 
to king Solomon for the house of the Lorp, 
were of bright brass. 

46. In the plain of Jordan did the king cast 
them, in the clay ground between Succoth and 
Zarthan. 

47. And Solomon left all the vessels un- 
weighed, because they were exceeding many: 
neither was the weight of the brass found out. 

48. And Solomon made all the vessels that 
pertained unto the house of the Lorn: the altar 
of gold, and the table of gold, whereupon the 
shewbread was, 

49. And the candlesticks of pure gold, five 
on the right szde, and five on the left, before 
the oracle, with the flowers, and the lamps, 
and the tongs of gold, 

50. And the bowls, and the snuffers, and 
the basins, and the spoons, and the censers of 
pure gold; and the hinges of gold, both for the 
doors of the inner house, the most holy place, 
and for the doors of the house, to wit, of the 
temple. 

51. So was ended all the work that king 
Solomon made for the house of the Lorp. And 
Solomon brought in the things which David his 


father had dedicated; even the silver, and the gold, 
and the vessels, did he put among the treasures 
of the house of the Lorn. 


CHAPTER VIII 


of the tribes, the chief of the 
@\ fathers of the children of Israel, 
i] unto king Solomon in Jerusalem, 
|| that they might bring up the 

Fark of the covenant of the Lorp 
out of the city of David, which 7s Zion. 

2. And all the men of Israel assembled them- 
selves unto king Solomon at the feast in the month 
Ethanim, which is the seventh month. 

3. And all the elders of Israel came, and the 
priests took up the ark. 

4. And they brought up the ark of the Lorn, 

and the tabernacle of the congregation, and all 
the holy vessels that were in the tabernacle, even 
those did the priests and the Levites bring up. 
- §. And king Solomon, and all the congrega- 
tion of Israel, that were assembled unto him, 
were with him before the ark, sacrificing sheep 
and oxen, that could not be told nor numbered 
for multitude. 

6. And the priests brought in the ark of the 
covenant of the Lorp unto his place, into the 
oracle of the house, to the most holy place, even 
under the wings of the cherubim. 

7. For the cherubim spread forth their two 
wings over the place of the ark, and the cherubim 
covered the ark and the staves thereof above. 

8. And they drew out the staves, that the 
ends of the staves were seen out in the holy 
place before the oracle, and they were not seen 
without: and there they are unto this day. 

9. There was nothing in the ark save the two 
tables of stone, which Moses put there at Horeb, 
when the Lorp made a covenant with the chil- 
dren of Israel, when they came out of the land 
of Egypt. 

10. And it came to pass, when the priests 
were come out of the holy place, that the cloud 
filled the house of the Lorp, 

11. So that the priests could not stand to 
minister because of the cloud: for the glory of 
the Lorp had filled the house of the Lorp. 

12. § Then spake Solomon, The Lorp said 
that he would dwell in the thick darkness. 

13. I have surely built thee a house to dwell 
in, a settled place for thee to abide in for ever. 

14. And the king turned his face about, and 
blessed all the congregation of Israel: and all 
the congregation of Israel stood; 
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DAVID AND ABISHAG. I Kings i. 3. 


**So they sought for a fair damsel throughout all the coasts of Israel, 
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and found Abishag a Shunammite, and brought her to the king.’ 
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15. And he said, Blessed be the Lorp God 
of Israel, which spake with his mouth unto David 
my father, and hath with his hand fulfilled zt, 
saying, 

16. Since the day that I brought forth my 
people Israel out of Egypt, I chose no city out 
of all the tribes of Israel to build a house, that 
my name might be therein; but I chose David 
to be over my 
people Israel. 

17. And it was 
in the heart of 
David my father 
to build a house 
for the name of 
the Lorp God of 
Israel. 

18. And the 
Lorp said unto 
David my father, 
Whereas it was 
in thine heart to 
build a house 
unto my name, 
thou didst well 
that it was in 
thine heart. 

19. Neverthe- 
less thou shalt 
not build the 
house; but thy 
son that shall 
come forth out 
of thy loins, he 
shall build the 
house unto my 
name. 

20. And the 
Lorp hath per- 
formed his word 
that he spake, 
and I am risen 
up in the room 
of David my 
father, and sit 
on the throne 

















22. ¢ And Solomon stood before the altar of 
the Lorp in the presence of all the congregation 
of Israel, and spread forth his hands toward 
heaven: 

23. And he said, Lorp God of Israel, there 
is no God like thee, in heaven above, or on 
earth beneath, who keepest covenant and mercy 
with thy servants that walk before thee with 
all their heart: 

24. Who hast 
kept with thy 
servant David 
my father that 
thou promisedst 
him: thou spak- 
est also with thy 
mouth, and hast 
fulfilled 7d with 
thine hand, as tt 
is this day. 

25. ‘Therefore 
now, Lorp God 
of Israel, keep 
with thy servant 
David my father 
that thou prom- 
isedst him, say- 
ing, There shall 
not fail thee a 
man in my sight 
to sit on the 
throne of Israel; 
so that thy chil- 
dren take heed 
to their way, 
that they walk 
before me as 
thou hast walked 
before me. 

26. And now, 
O God of Israel, 
let thy word, 
I pray thee, be 
verified, which 
thou spakest 
unto thy servant 








filbrnrd ae ww——— = = =6 David my father. 

th e Lorp prom- J. James Tissot. Copyright by de Brunoff, 1904. Q7 B ut w i ll 

ised, and have RIZPAH’S KINDNESS TOWARD THE DEAD. II Samuel xxi. 10. God indeed dwell — 

bu oe a house “And Rizpah the daughter of Aiah took sackcloth, and spread it for on the earth? be- 

f ahee name her upon the rock, from the beginning of harvest until water hold. the nenwen 
ae. dropped upon them out of heaven, and suffered neither the birds of ’ 

of the Lorp the air to rest on them by day, nor the beasts of the field by night.” and heaven of 


God of Israel. : 

21. And I have set there a place for the ark, 
wherein zis the covenant of the Lorp, which he 
made with our fathers, when he brought them 
out of the land of Egypt. 


heavens cannot 

contain thee; how much less this house that 
I have builded? 

28. Yet have thou respect unto the prayer of 

thy servant, and to his supplication, O Lorp 
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my God, to hearken unto the cry and to the prayer, 
which thy servant prayeth before thee to day: 

29. That thine eyes may be open toward 
this house night and day, even toward the 
place of which thou hast said, My name shall 
be there: that thou mayest hearken unto the 
prayer which thy servant shall make toward 
this place. 

30. And hearken thou to the supplication 
of thy servant, and of thy people Israel, when 
they shall pray toward this place: and hear thou 
in heaven thy dwelling place: and when thou 
hearest, forgive. 

31. § If any man trespass against his neigh- 
bour, and an oath be laid upon him to cause him 
to swear, and the oath come before thine altar 
in this house: 

32. Then hear thou in heaven, and do, and 
judge thy servants, condemning the wicked, 
to bring his way upon his head; and justifying 
the righteous, to give him according to his 
righteousness. 

33. § When thy people Israel be smitten 
down before the enemy, because they have 
sinned against thee, and shall turn again to thee, 
and confess thy name, and pray, and make 
supplication unto thee in this house: 

34. Then hear thou in heaven, and forgive 
the sin of thy people Israel, and bring them again 
unto the land which thou gavest unto their 
fathers. 

35. § When heaven is shut up, and there is no 
rain, because they have sinned against thee; 
if they pray toward this place, and confess thy 
name, and turn from: their sin, when thou 
afflictest them: 

36. Then hear thou in heaven, and forgive 
the sin of thy servants, and of thy people Israel, 
that thou teach them the good way wherein they 
should walk, and give rain upon thy land, 
which thou hast given to thy people for an 
inheritance. 

37. § If there be in the land famine, if there 
be pestilence, blasting, mildew, locust, or if 
there bé caterpillar; if their enemy besiege them 
in the land of their cities; whatsoever plague, 
whatsoever sickness there be; 

38. What prayer and supplication soever 
be made by any man, or by all thy people Israel, 
which shall know every man the plague of his 
own heart, and spread forth his hands toward 
this house: 

39. ‘Then hear thou in heaven thy dwelling- 
place, and forgive, and do, and give to every 
man according to his ways, whose heart thou 
knowest; (for thou, even thou only, knowest the 
hearts of all the children of men;) 


40. That they may fear thee all the days 
that they live in the land which thou gavest 
unto our fathers. 

41. Moreover concerning a stranger, that 2s 
not of thy people Israel, but cometh out of a far 
country for thy name’s sake; 

42. (For they shall hear of thy great name, 
and of thy strong hand, and of thy stretched out 
arm;) when he shall come and pray toward this 
house: 

43. Hear thou in heaven thy dwellingplace, 
and do according to all that the stranger calleth 
to thee for: that all people of the earth may know 
thy name, to fear thee, as do thy people Israel; 
and that they may know that this house, which I 
have builded, is called by thy name. 

44. § If thy people go out to battle against 
their enemy, whithersoever thou shalt send them, 
and shall pray unto the Lorp toward the city 
which thou hast chosen, and toward the house 
that I have built for thy name: 

45. Then hear thou in heaven their prayer 
and their supplication, and maintain their cause. 

46. If theysinagainst thee, (for there 1s no man 
that sinneth not,) and thou be angry with them, 
and deliver them to the enemy, so that they 
carry them away captives unto the land of the 
enemy, far or near; 

47. Yetif they shall bethink themselves in the 
land whither they were carried captives, and 
repent, and make supplication unto thee in the 
land of them that carried them captives, saying, 
We have sinned, and have done perversely, we 
have committed wickedness; 

48. And so return unto thee with all their 
heart, and with all their soul, in the land of their 
enemies, which led them away captive, and pray 
unto thee toward their land, which thou gavest 
unto their fathers, the city which thou hast 
chosen, and the house which I have built for thy 
name: . 

49. Then hear thou their prayer and their 
supplication in heaven thy dwellingplace, and 
maintain their cause, 

50. And forgive thy people that have sinned 
against thee, and all their transgressions wherein 
they have transgressed against thee, and give 
them compassion before them who carried them 
captive, that they may have compassion on 
them: 

51. For they be thy people, and thine inherit- 
ance, which thou broughtest forth out of Egypt, 
from the midst of the furnace of iron: 

52. That thine eyes may be open unto the 
supplication of thy servant, and unto the sup- 
plication of thy people Israel, to hearken unto 
them in all that they call for unto thee. 
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THE WISDOM OF SOLOMON. I Kings iii. 27. 


“Then the king answered and said, Give her the living child, and in no wise slay it: she 7s the mother thereof.” 


53. For thou didst separate them from 
among all the people of the earth, to be thine 
inheritance, as thou spakest by the hand of Moses 
thy servant, when hon broughtest our fathers 
out of Egypt, O Lord Gop. 

54. And it was so, that when Solomon had 
made an end of praying all this prayer and sup- 
plication unto the Lorp, he arose from before 
the altar of the Lorp, from kneeling on his 
knees with his hands spread up to heaven. 

55. And he stood, and blessed all the con- 
gregation of Israel with a loud voice, saying, 

56. Blessed be the Lorn, that hath given rest 
unto his people Israel, according to all that he 
reas there hath not failed one word of all 
is good promise, which he promised by the 
hand of Moses his servant. 

57. The Lorp our God be with us, as he 
was with our fathers: let him not leave us, nor 
forsake us: 


58. That he may incline our hearts unto him, 
to walk in all his ways, and to keep his com- 
mandments, and his statutes, and his judgments, 
which he commanded our fathers. 

59. And let these my words, wherewith I have 
made supplication before the Lorp, be nigh unto 
the Lorp our God day and night, that he main- 
tain the cause of his servant, and the cause of his 
people Israel at all times, as the matter shall 
require: 

60. That all the people of the earth may 
know that the Lorp its God, and that there is 
none else. 

61. Let your heart therefore be perfect with 
the Lorp our God, to walk in his statutes, and to 
keep his commandments, as at this day. 

62. § And the king, and all Israel with him, 
offered sacrifice before the Lorp. 

63. And Solomon offered a sacrifice of peace 
offerings, which he offered unto the Lorp, two 


462 I KINGS 





and twenty thousand oxen, and a hundred and 
twenty thousand sheep. So the king and all the 
children of Israel dedicated the house of the 
Lorp. 

64. The same day did the king hallow the 
middle of the court that was before the house of 
the Lorn: for there he offered burnt offerings, 
and meat offerings, and the fat of the peace 
offerings: because the brazen altar that was 
before the Lorp was too little to receive the 
burnt offerings, and meat offerings, and the fat 
of the peace offerings. 

65. And at that time Solomon held a feast, 
and all Israel with him, a great congregation, 
from the entering in of Hamath unto the river of 
Egypt, before the Lorp our God, seven days 
and seven days, even fourteen days. 

66. On the eighth day he sent the people 
away: and they blessed the king, and went unto 
their tents joyful and glad of heart for all the 
goodness that the Lorp had done for David his 
servant, and for Israel his people 


CHAPTER IX 


lof the house of the Lorp, and 
@| the oy house, and all Solo- 
aS am Vg|mon’s desire which he was 
( Kea : | pleased to do, 

ae 2. That the Lorp appeared 
to Solomon the second time, as he had appeared 
unto him at Gibeon. 

3. And the Lorp said unto him, I have heard 
thy prayer and thy supplication, that thou hast 
made before me: I have hallowed this house, 
which thou hast built, to put my name there for 
ever; and mine eyes and mine heart shall be there 
perpetually. _ 

4. And if thou wilt walk before me, as David 
thy father walked, in integrity of heart, and in 
uprightness, to do according to all that I have 
commanded thee, and wilt keep my statutes and 
my judgments; - 

5. Then I will establish the throne of thy 
kingdom upon Israel for ever, as I promised to 
David thy father, saying, There shall not fail thee 
a man upon the throne of Israel. 

6. But if ye shall at all turn from following 
me, ye or your children, and will not keep my 
commandments and my statutes which I have 
set before you, but go and serve other gods, and 
worship them; 

7. ‘Then will I cut off Israel out of the land 
which I have given them; and this house, which I 
have hallowed for my name, will I cast out of my 





sight; and Israel shall be a proverb and a byword 
among all people: 

8. And at this house, which is high, every one 
that passeth by it shall be astonished, and shall 
hiss; and they shall say, Why hath the Lorp 
done thus unto this land, and to this house? 

9. And they shall answer, Because they for- 
sook the Lorp their God, who brought forth 
their fathers out of the land of Egypt, and have 
taken hold upon other gods, and have worshipped 
them, and served them: therefore hath the Lorp 
brought upon them all this evil. 

10. § And it came to pass at the end of twenty 
years, when Solomon had built the two houses, 
the house of the Lorp, and the king’s house, 

11. (Now Hiram the king of Tyre had fur- 
nished Solomon with cedar trees and fir trees, 
and with gold, according to all his desire,) that 
then king Solomon gave Hiram twenty cities in 
the land of Galilee. 

12. And Hiram came out from Tyre to see 
the cities which Solomon had given him; and 
they pleased him not. 

13. And he said, What cities are these which 
thou hast given me, my brother? And he called 
them the land of Cabul unto this day. 

14. And Hiram sent to the king sixscore 
talents of gold. 

15. § And this zs the reason of the levy which 
king Solomon raised; for to build the house of 
the Lorp, and his own house, and Millo, and the 
wall of Jerusalem, and Hazor, and Megiddo, and 
Gezer. 

16. For Pharaoh king of Egypt had gone up, 
and taken Gezer, and burnt it with fire, and slain 
the Canaanites that dwelt in the city, and given 
it for a present unto his daughter, Solomon’s wife. 

17. And Solomon built Gezer, and Beth- 
horon the nether, 

18. And Baalath, and Tadmor in the wilder- 
ness, in the land, 

19. And all the cities of store that Solomon 
had, and cities for his chariots, and cities for his 
horsemen, and that which Solomon desired to 
build in Jerusalem, and in Lebanon, and in all 
the land of his dominion. 

20. And all the people that were left of the 
Amorites, Hittites, Perizzites, Hivites, and Jebu- 
sites, which were not of the children of Israel, 

21. Their children that were left after them 
in the land, whom the children of Israel also were 
not able utterly to destroy, upon those did Solo- 
mon levy a tribute of bondservice unto this day. 

22. But of the children of Israel did Solomon 
make no bondmen: but they were men of war, 
and his servants, and his princes, and his cap- 
tains, and rulers of his chariots, and his horsemen. 
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23. These were the chief of the officers until I came, and mine eyes had seen zi; and, 
that were over Solomon’s work, five hun- behold, the half was not told me: thy wisdom 
dred and fifty, which bare rule over the and prosperity exceedeth the fame which I heard. 


people that wrought in the work. 

24. § But Pharaoh’s daughter came 
up out of the city of David unto her 
house which Solomon had built for her: 
pen did he build Millo. 

5. § And three times in a year did 
are offer burnt offerings and peace 
offerings upon the altar which he built 
unto the Lorp, and he burnt incense 
upon the altar that was before the Lorn. 
So he finished the house. 

26. § And king Solomon made a 
navy of ships in Ezion-geber, which 2s 
beside Eloth, on the shore of the Red 
sea, in the land of Edom. 

27. And Hiram sent in the navy his 
servants, shipmen that had knowledge of 
the sea, with the servants of Solomon. 

28. And they came to Ophir, and 
fetched from thence gold, four hundred 
and twenty talents, and brought 2 to 
king Solomon. 





CHAPTER X 


mo) hn when the queen of 
Sheba heard of the fame 
of Solomon concerning 
the name of the Lorp, 
she came to prove him 
with hard questions. 
— 2. And she came to 
Jerusalem ih a very great train, with 
camels that bare spices, and very much LMP ski 
gold, and precious stones: and when PET A gi) 
she was come to Solomon, she communed 
with him of all that was in her heart. >, eh seamen; 

3. And Solomon told her all her Me ; 
questions: there was not any thing hid 
from the king, which he told her not. 

4. And when the queen of Sheba had 
seen all Solomon’s wisdom, and the | 
house that he had built, 

5. And the meat of his table, and 
the sitting of his servants, and_ the 
attendance of his ministers, and their 
apparel, and his cupbearers and_ his 
ascent by which he went up unto the 
house of the Lorp; there was no more 





spirit im her. J. James Tissot. Copyright by de Brunoff, 1904, 
6. And she said to the king, It was HIRAM, THE FOUNDER OF THE TWO PILLARS. I Kings vii. 14. 
a true report that I heard in mine own “He was a widow’s son of the tribe of Naphtali, and his father was 
land of thy acts and of thy wisdom. a man of Tyre, a worker in brass: and he was filled with wisdom, 
7. Howbeit I believed not the words, and understanding, and cunning to work all works in brass.” 
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8. Happy are thy men, happy are these thy 
servants, which stand continually before thee, 
and that hear thy wisdom. 

9. Blessed be the Lorp thy God, which 
delighted in thee, to set thee on the throne of 
Israel: because the Lorp loved Israel for ever, 
therefore made he thee king, to do judgment 
and justice. 

10. And she gave the king a hundred and 
twenty talents of "gold, and of spices very great 
store, and precious stones: there came no more 
such abundance of spices as these which the 
queen of Sheba gave to king Solomon. 

11. And the navy also. of Hiram, that 
brought gold from Ophir, brought in from 
Ophir great plenty of almug trees, and precious 
stones. 

12. And the king made of the almug trees 
pillars for the house of the Lorp, and for the 
king’s house, harps also and psalteries for singers : 
there came no such almug trees, nor were seen 
unto this day. 

13. And king Solomon gave unto the queen 
of Sheba all her desire, whatsoever she asked, 
besides that which Solomon gave her of his royal 
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THE MOLTEN SEA. 
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I Kings vii. 25. 
“It stood upon twelve oxen, three looking toward the north, and 


three looking toward the west, and three looking toward the 


south, and three looking toward the east: and the sea was set 


above upon them, and all their hinder parts were inward.” 






bounty. So she turned and went to her own 
country, she and her servants. 

14. 4{ Now the weight of gold that came to 
Solomon in one year was six hundred threescore 
and six talents of gold, 

15. Besides that he had of the merchantmen, 
and of the traffick of the spice merchants, and 
of all the kings of Arabia, and of the governors 
of the country. 

16. § And king Solomon made two hundred 
targets of beaten gold: six hundred shekels of 
gold went to one target. 

17. And he made three hundred shields of 
beaten gold; three pounds of gold went to one 
shield: and the king put them in the house of 
the forest of Lebanon. 

18. § Moreover, the king made a great throne 
of ivory, and overlaid it with the best gold. 

19. ‘The throne had six steps, and the top 
of the throne was round behind: and there were 
stays on either side on the place of the seat, and 
two lions stood beside the stays. 

20. And twelve lions stood there on the one 
side and on the other upon the six steps: there 
was ae the like made in any kingdom. 

q And all king colon s drinking 
ae at were of gold, and all the vessels 
of the house of the forest of Lebanon 
were of pure gold; none were of silver: 
it was nothing accounted of in the days 
of Solomon. 

22. For the king had at sea a navy of 
Tharshish with the navy of Hiram: once in 
three years came the navy of Tharshish, 
bringing gold, and silver, ivory, and apes, 
and peacocks. 

23. So king Solomon exceeded all the 
kings of the earth for riches and_ for 
wisdom. 

24. § And all the earth sought to Solo- 
mon, to hear his wisdom, which God had 
put in his heart. 

25. And they brought every man _ his 
present, vessels of silver, and vessels of 


gold, and garments, and armour, and 
spices, horses, and mules, a rate year 
by year. 

26. § And Solomon gathered together 


chariots and horsemen: and he had a thou- 
sand and four hundred chariots, and twelve 
thousand horsemen, whom he bestowed in 
the cities for chariots, and with the king at 
Jerusalem. 

27. And the king made silver to be in 
Jerusalem as stones, and cedars made he to 
be as the sycamore trees that are in the vale, 
for abundance. 
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SOLOMON AND THE QUEEN OF SHEBA. I Kings x 1. 


“And when the queen of Sheba heard of the fame of Solomon concerning 


the name of the Lorp, she came to prove him with hard questions.” 
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28. § And Solomon had horses brought out 
of Egypt, and linen yarn: the king’s merchants 
received the linen yarn at a price. — 

29. And a chariot came up and went out of 
Egypt for six hundred shekels of silver, and a 
horse for a hundred and fifty: and so for all 
the kings of the Hittites and for the kings of 
Syria, did they bring them out by their means. 





J. James Tissot. 


Ye shall not go in to them, neither shall they 
come in unto you: for surely they will turn away 
your heart after their gods: Solomon clave unto 
these in love. 

3. And he had seven hundred wives, prin- 
cesses, and three hundred concubines: and his 
wives turned away his heart. 

4. For it came to pass, when Solomon was 
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THE QUEEN OF SHEBA VISITS SOLOMON. I Kings x. 2. 


“And she came to Jerusalem with a very great train, with camels that bare spices, and very much gold, and 


precious stones: and when she was come to Solomon, she communed with him of all that was in her heart.” 


CHAPTER XI 


@|U'T king Solomon loved many 
esl strange women, together with 
the daughter of Pharaoh, women 
of the Moabites, Ammonites, 
Edomites, Zidonians, and Hit- 
tites; 

ee erro 2. Of the nations concerning 
which the Lorp said unto the children of Israel, 

(II-23*) 





old, that his wives turned away his heart after 
other gods: and his heart was not perfect with 
the Lorp his God, as was the heart of David 
his father. 

5. For Solomon went after Ashtoreth the 
goddess of the Zidonians, and after Milcom 
the abomination of the Ammonites. 

6. And Solomon did evil in the sight of the 
Lorp, and went not fully after the Lorn, as did 
David his father. 
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7. Then did Solomon build a high place for 
Chemosh, the abomination of Moab, in the hill 
that zs before Jerusalem, and for Molech, the 
abomination of the children of Ammon. 

8. And likewise did he for all his strange 
wives, which burnt incense and sacrificed unto 
their gods. 

9. § And the Lorp was angry with Solomon, 
because his heart was turned from the Lorp 
God of Israel, which had appeared unto him twice, 

10. And had commanded him concerning 
this thing, that he should not go after other gods: 
but he kept not that which the Lorp commanded. 

11. Wherefore the Lorp said unto Solomon, 
Forasmuch as this is done of thee, and thou hast 
not kept my covenant and my statutes, which 
I have commanded thee, I will surely rend the 
kingdom from thee, and will give it to thy 
servant. 

12. Notwithstanding, in thy days I will not 
do it for David thy father’s sake: but I will rend 
it out of the hand of thy son. 

13. Howbeit I will not rend away all the king- 
dom; but will give one tribe to thy son for David 
my servant’s sake, and for Jerusalem’s sake 
which I have chosen. 

14. § And the Lorp stirred up an adversary 
unto Solomon, Hadad the Edomite: he was of 
the king’s seed in Edom. 

15. For it came to pass, when David was in 
Edom, and Joab the captain of the host was gone 
up to bury the slain, after he had smitten every 
male in Edom, 

16. (For six months did Joab remain there 
with all Israel, until he had cut off every male 
in Edom:) : 

17. That Hadad fled, he and certain Edom- 
ites of his father’s servants with him, to go into 
Egypt; Hadad being yet a little child. 

18. And they arose out of Midian, and came 
to Paran: and they took men with them out of 
Paran, and they came to Egypt, unto Pharaoh 
king of Egypt; which gave him a house, and 
appointed him victuals, and gave him land. 

19. And Hadad found great favour in the 
sight of Pharaoh, so that he gave him to 
wite the sister of his own wife, the sister of 
Tahpenes the queen. 

20. And the sister of Tahpenes bare him 
Genubath his son, whom ‘Tahpenes weaned in 
Pharaoh’s house: and Genubath was in Pha- 
raoh’s household among the sons of Pharaoh. 

21. And when Hadad heard in Egypt that 
David slept with his fathers, and that Joab 
the captain of the host was dead, Hadad said to 
Pharaoh, Let me depart, that I may go to mine 
own country. 


22. "Then Pharaoh said unto him, But what 
hast thou lacked with me, that, behold, thou seekest 
to go to thine own country? And he answered, 
Nothing: howbeit let me go in any wise. 

23. § And God stirred him up another adver- 
sary, Rezon the son of Eliadah, which fled from 
his lord Hadadezer king of Zobah: 

24. And he gathered men unto him, and 
became captain over a band, when David slew 
them of Zobah: and they went to Damascus, and 
dwelt therein, and reigned in Damascus. 

25. And he was an adversary to Israel all 
the days of Solomon, besides the mischief that 
Hadad did: and he abhorred Israel, and reigned 
over Syria. 

26. § And Jeroboam the son of Nebat, an 
Ephrathite of Zereda, Solomon’s servant, whose 
mother’s name was Zeruah, a widow woman, 
even he lifted up his hand against the king. 

27. And this was the cause that he lifted up 
his hand against the king: Solomon built Millo, 
and repaired the breaches of the city of David 
his father. 

28. And the man Jeroboam was a mighty 
man of valour: and Solomon seeing the young 
man that he was industrious, he made him ruler 
over all the charge of the house of Joseph. 

29. And it came to pass at that time when 
Jeroboam went out of Jerusalem, that the prophet 
Ahijah the Shilonite found him in the way; 
and he had clad himself with a new garment; 
and they two were alone in the field: 

30. And Ahijah caught the new garment that 
was on him, and rent it in twelve pieces: 

31. And he said to Jeroboam, Take thee ten 
pieces: for thus saith the Lorp, the God of 
Israel, Behold, I will rend the kingdom out of the © 
hand of Solomon, and will give ten tribes to thee: 

32. But he shall have one tribe for my 
servant David’s sake, and for Jerusalem’s sake, 
the city which I have chosen out of all the tribes 
of Israel :) 

33. Because that they have forsaken me, and 
have worshipped Ashtoreth the goddess of the 
Zidonians, Chemosh the god of the Moabites, 
and Milcom the god of the children of Ammon, 
and have not walked in my ways, to do that which 
is right in mine eyes, and to keep my statutes 
and my judgments, as did David his father. 

34. Howbeit I will not take the whole king- 
dom out of his hand: but I will make him prince 
all the days of his life for David my servant’s 
sake, whom I chose, because he kept my com- 
mandments and my statutes: 

35. But I will take the kingdom out of his 
son’s hand, and will give it unto thee, even ten 
tribes. 
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SOLOMON AND HIS HAREM. 
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I Kings xi. 3. 


And he had seven hundred wives, princesses, and three 


hundred concubines: and his wives turned away his heart.” 


36. And unto his son will I give one tribe, 
that David my servant may have a light alway 
before me in Jerusalem, the city which I have 
chosen me to put my name there. 

37. And I will take thee, and thou shalt 
reign according to all that thy soul desireth, 
and shalt be king over Israel. 

38. And it shall be, if thou wilt hearken unto 
all that I command thee, and wilt walk in my 
ways, and do that is right in my sight, to keep 


my statutes and my commandments, as David 
my servant did; that I will be with thee, and build 
thee a sure house, as I built for David, and will 


give Israel unto thee. 


39. And I will for this afflict the seed of 
David, but not for ever. 

40. Solomon sought therefore to kill Jero- 
boam. And Jeroboam arose, and fled into 
Egypt, unto Shishak king of Egypt, and was 
in Egypt until the death of Solomon. 
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41. § And the rest of the acts of Solomon, 
and all that he did, and his wisdom, are they 
not written in the book of the acts of Solomon? 

42. And the time that Solomon reigned in 
Jerusalem over all Israel was forty years. 

43. And Solomon slept with his fathers 
and was buried in the city of David his father: 
and Rehoboam his son reigned in his stead. 


CHAPTER XII 





for all Israel were come to 
Shechem to make him king. 

2. And it came to pass, when 
s|| Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who 
fa} was yet in Egypt, heard of 2, (for 
] he was fled from the presence of 
king Solomon, and Jeroboam dwelt in Egypt,) 

3. That they sent and called him. And 
Jeroboam and all the congregation of Israel 
came, and spake unto Rehoboam, saying, 

4. Thy father made our yoke grievous: now 
therefore make thou the grievous service of thy 
father, and his heavy yoke which he put upon us, 
lighter, and we will serve thee. 

5. And he said unto them, Depart yet jor 
three days, then come again to me. And the 
people departed. 

6. § And king Rehoboam consulted with the 
old men, that stood before Solomon his father 
while he yet lived, and said, How do ye advise 
that I may answer this people? 

7. And they spake unto him, saying, If thou 
wilt be a servant unto this people this day, and 
wilt serve them, and answer them, and speak 
good words to them, then they will be thy 
servants for ever. 

8. But he forsook the counsel of the old men, 
which they had given him, and consulted with 
the young men that were grown up with him, and 
which stood before him: 

9. And he said unto them, What counsel give 
ye that we may answer this people, who have 
spoken to me, saying, Make the yoke which thy 
father did put upon us lighter? 

10. And the young men that were grown up 
with him spake unto him, saying, Thus shalt thou 
speak unto this people that ape e unto thee, say- 
ing, ‘Thy father made our yoke heavy, but make 
thou 7 lighter unto us; thus shalt thou say unto 
them, My little finger shall be thicker than my 
father’s loins. 

11. And now whereas my father did lade you 
with a heavy yoke, I will add to your yoke: my 
father hath chastised you with whips, but I will 
chastise you with scorpions. 








12. { So Jeroboam and all the people came 
to Rehoboam the third day, as the king had 
appointed, saying, Come to me again the 
third day. 

13. And the king answered the people roughly, 
and forsook the old men’s counsel that they 
gave him; 

14. And spake to them after the counsel of 
the young men, saying, My father made your 
yoke heavy, and I will add to your yoke: my 
father also chastised you with whips, but I will 
chastise you with scorpions. 

15. Wherefore the king hearkened not unto 
the people; for the cause was from the Lorp, that 
he might perform his saying, which the Lorp 
spake by Ahijah the Shilonite unto Jeroboam the 
son of Nebat. 

16. § So when all Israel saw that the king 
hearkened not unto them, the people answered 
the king, saying, What portion have we in David? 
neither have we inheritance in the son of Jesse: to 
your tents, O Israel: now see to thine own house, 
David. So Israel departed unto their tents. 

17. But as for the children of Israel which 
dwelt in the cities of Judah, Rehoboam reigned 
over them. 

18. Then king Rehoboam sent Adoram, who 
was over the tribute; and all Israel stoned him 
with stones, that he died. ‘Therefore king Reho- 
boam made speed to get him up to his chariot, to 
flee to oda 

19. So Israel rebelled against the house of 
David unto this day. 

20. And it came to pass, when all Israel heard 
that Jeroboam was come again, that they sent 
and called him unto the congregation, and made 
him king over all Israel: there was none that 
followed the house of David, but the tribe of 
Judah only. 

21. § And when Rehoboam was come to Jeru- 
salem, he assembled all the house of Judah, with 
the tribe of Benjamin, a hundred and fourscore 
thousand chosen men, which were warriors, to 
fight against the house of Israel, to bring the 
kingdom again to Rehoboam the son of Solomon. 

22. - But the word of God came unto Shemaiah 
the man of God, saying, 

23. Speak unto Rehoboam, the son of Solo- 
mon, king of Judah, and unto all the house of 
Judah and Benjamin, and to the remnant of the 
people, saying, 

24. ‘Thus saith the Lorn, Ye shall not go up, 
nor fight against your brethren the children of 
Israel: return every man to his house; for this 
thing is from me. They hearkened therefore to 
the word of the Lorp, and returned to depart, 
according to the word of the Lorn. 


J, James Tissot. 
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SOLOMON DEDICATES THE TEMPLE AT JERUSALEM. 


“IT have surely built thee an house to dwell in, 


a settled place for thee to abide in for ever.’ 
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THE PROPHET SLAIN BY THE LION. I Kings xiii. 28. 
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« And he went and found his carcass cast in the way, and the ass and the lion 
standing by the carcass: the lion had not eaten the carcass, nor torn the ass.” 


25. § Then Jeroboam built Shechem in mount 
Ephraim, and dwelt therein; and went out from 
thence, and built Penuel. 

26. And Jeroboam said in his heart, Now 
shall the kingdom return to the house of 
David: 

27. If this people go up to do sacrifice in the 
house of the Lorp at Jerusalem, then shall the 
heart of this people turn again unto their lord, 
even unto Rehoboam king of Judah, and they 
shall kill me, and go again to Rehoboam king 
of Judah. 

28. Whereupon the king took counsel, and 
made two calves of gold, and said unto them, It 
is too much for you to go up to Jerusalem: behold 
thy gods, O Israel, which brought thee up out of 
the land of Egypt. 


29. And he set the one in Beth-el, and the 
other put he in Dan. 

30. And this thing became a sin: for the 
people went to worship before the one, even 
unto Dan. 

31. And he made a house of high places, and 
made priests of the lowest of the people, which 
were not of the sons of Levi. 

32. And Jeroboam ordained a feast in the 
eighth month, on the fifteenth day of the month, 
like unto the feast that zs in Judah, and he offered 
upon the altar. So did he in Beth-el, sacrificin 
unto the calves that he had made: and he place 
in Beth-el the priests of the high places which he 
had made. 

33. So he offered upon the altar which he had 
made in Beth-el the fifteenth day of the eighth 
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month, even in the month which he had devised 
of his own heart; and ordained a feast unto the 
children of Israel: and he offered upon the altar, 
and burnt incense. 


CHAPTER XIII 





God out of Judah by the word of 
the Lorp unto Beth-el: and 
§| Jeroboam stood by the altar to 
burn incense. 

2. And he cried against the 
4} altar in the word of the Lorp, 
and said, O altar, altar, thus saith the Lorp; 
Behold, a child shall be born unto the house of 
David, Josiah by name; and upon thee shall he 
offer the priests of the high places that burn 
incense upon thee, and men’s bones shall be 
burnt upon thee. 

3. And he gave a sign the same day, saying, 
This 7s the sign which the Lorp hath spoken; 
Behold, the altar shall be rent, and the ashes that 
are upon it shall be poured out. 

4. And it came to pass, when king Jero- 
boam heard the saying of the man of God, 
which had cried against the altar in Beth-el, 
that he put forth his hand from the altar, 
saying, Lay hold on him. And _ his hand, 
which he put forth against him, dried up, 
so that he could not pull it in again to him. 
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MIND, behold, there came a man of. 
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» XVii. 6. 
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aesh in the morning, 
_.. he drank of the brook.” 


5. The altar also was rent, and the ashes 
poured out from the altar, according to the sign 
which the man of God had given by the word of 
the Lorp. 

6. And the king answered and said unto 
the man of God, Entreat now the face of the 
Lorp thy God, and pray for me, that my hand 
may be restored me again. And the man of 
God besought the Lorp, and the king’s hand 
was restored him again, and became as iv 
was before. 

7. And the king said unto the man of God, 
Come home with me, and refresh thyself, and I 
will give thee a reward. 

8. And the man of God said unto the king, If 
thou wilt give me half thine house, I will not go in 
with thee, neither will I eat bread nor drink water 
in this place: 

9. For so was it charged me by the word of 
the Lorp, saying, Eat no bread, nor drink water, 
nor turn again by the same way that thou camest. 

10. So he went another way, and returned not 


_by the way that he came to Beth-el. 


11. ( Now there dwelt an old prophet in 
Beth-el; and his sons came and told him all the 
works that the man of God had done that day in 
Beth-el: the words which he had spoken unto 
the king, them they told also to their father. 

12. And their father said unto them, What 
way went he? For his sons had seen what way 
the man of God went, which came from Judah. 

13. And he said unto his sons, 
Saddle me the ass. So they saddled 
him the ass: and he rode thereon, 

14. And went after the man of 
God, and found him sitting under 
an oak: and he said unto him, Art 
thou the man of God that camest 
from Judah? And he said, I am. 

15. Then he said unto him, Come 
home with me, and eat bread. 

16. And he said, I may not return 
with thee, nor go in with thee: 
neither will I eat bread nor drink 
water with thee in this place: 

17. For it was said to me by the 
word of the Lorp, Thou shalt eat 
no bread nor drink water there, nor 
turn again to go by the way that 
thou camest. 

18. He said unto him, I am a 
prophet also as thou art; and an 
angel spake unto me by the word of 
the Lorn, saying, Bring him back 
with thee into thine house, that he 
may eat bread and drink water. But 
he lied unto him. 
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1829 Sorhe 
went back with 
him, and did 
eat bread in 
his house, and 
drank water. 

20. § And it 
came to pass, 
as they sat at 
the table, that 
the word of the 
Lorp came unto 
the prophet 
that brought 


that came from 
Judah, saying, 
Thus saith the Lorp, Forasmuch as thou hast 
disobeyed the mouth of the Lorn, and hast not 
kept the commandment which the Lorp thy 
God commanded thee, 

22. But camest back, and hast eaten bread 
and drunk water in the place, of the which the 
Lorp did say to thee, Eat no bread, and drink 
no water; thy carcass shall not come unto the 
sepulchre of thy fathers. 

23. § And it came to pass, after he had eaten 
bread, and after he had drunk, that he saddled for 
him the ass, to wit, for the prophet whom he had 
brought back. 

24. And when he was gone, a lion met him by 
the way, and slew him: and his carcass was cast 
in the way, and the ass stood by it, the lion also 
stood by the carcass. 

25. And, behold, men passed by, and saw the 
carcass cast in the way, and the lion standing by 
the carcass: and they came and told 7 in the city 
where the old prophet dwelt. 

26. And when the prophet that brought him 
back from the way heard ee he said, It 2s the 
man of God, who was disobedient unto the word 
of the Lorn: therefore the Lorp hath delivered 
him unto the lion, which hath torn him, and slain 
him, according to the word of the Lorn, which he 
spake unto him. 

27. And he spake to his sons, saying, Saddle 
me the ass. And they saddled him. 

28. And he went and found his carcass cast in 
the way, and the ass and the lion standing by the 
carcass: the lion had not eaten the carcass, nor 
torn the ass. 

29. And the prophet took up the carcass of 
the man of God, and laid it upon the ass, and 
brought it back: and the old prophet came to the 

(I-24) 





city, to mourn 
and to bury 
him. 

30. And he 
laid his carcass 
in his own 
grave; and 
they mourned 
over him, say- 
ing, Alas, my 
brother! 

Slye Ag ait 
came to _ pass, 
after he had 
buried him, that 
he spake to his 
sons, saying, 
When I am 
dead, then bury 
me in the sepul- 
chre wherein the man of God is buried; lay my 
bones beside his bones: 

32. For the saying which he cried by the 
word of the Lorp against the altar in Beth-el, 
and against all the houses of the high places 
which are in the cities of Samaria, shall surely 
come to pass. 

33. § After this thing Jeroboam returned not 
from his evil way, but made again of the lowest 
of the people priests of the high places: whosever 
would, he consecrated him, and he became one 
of the priests of the high places. 

34. And this thing became sin unto the 
house of Jeroboam, even to cut it off, and to 
destroy it from off the face of the earth. 


him back: : 
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cried unto the ELIJAH RAISETH THE WIDOW’'S SON. I Rings xvii. 21. 
man of God “And he stretched himself upon the child three times, and cried unto the Lorp, 
and said, O Lorp my God, I pray thee, let this child’s soul come into him again.” 


CHAPTER XIV 





@|T that time Abijah the son of 
Jeroboam fell siek 
2. And Jeroboam said to his 
wife, Arise, I pray thee, and 
y| disguise thyself, that thou be 
f@j| not known to be the wife of 
es Jeroboam; and get thee to 
Shiloh: behold, there is Ahijah the prophet, 
which told me that J should be king over this 


. people. 


3. And take with thee ten loaves, and 
cracknels, and a cruse of honey, and go to him: 
he shall tell thee what shall become of the child. 

4. And Jeroboam’s wife did so, and arose, 
and went to Shiloh, and came to the house of 
Ahijah. But Ahijah could not see; for his eyes 
were set by reason! *s age. 

5. § And the Le aid auto Ahijah, Behold, 
the wife of Jeroboau meth to ask a thing of 
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THE PROPHETS OF BAAL LEAP UPON THE ALTAR. I Kings xviii. 26. 
“And they took the bullock which was given them, and they dressed i, and called on the © 


name of Baal from morning even until noon, saying, O Baal, hear us. 


But there was 


no voice, nor any that answered. And they leaped upon the altar which was made.” 


thee for her son; for he 7ds sick: thus and thus 
shalt thou say unto her: for it shall be, when she 
cometh in, that she shall feign herself to be 
another woman. 

6. And it was so, when Ahijah heard the sound 
of her feet, as she came in at the door, that he 
said, Come in, thou wife of Jeroboam; why 
feignest thou thyself to be another? for I am sent 
to thee with heavy tidings. 

7. Go, tell Jeroboam, Thus saith the Lorp 
God of Israel, Forasmuch as I exalted thee 
from among the people, and made thee prince 
over my people Israel, 

8. And rent the kingdom away from the 
house of David, and gave it thee: and yet thou 
hast not been as my servant David, who kept 
my commandments, and who followed me with 
all his heart, to do that only which was right 
in mine eyes; 

9. But hast done evil above all that were 


before thee: for thou hast gone and made 
thee other gods, and molten images, to provoke 
me to anger, and hast cast me behind thy back: 

10. Therefore, behold, I will bring evil upon 
the house of Jeroboam, and will cut off from 
Jeroboam him that pisseth against the wall, 
and him that is shut up and left in Israel, and will 
take away the remnant of the house of Jero- 
boam, as a man taketh away dung, till it be 
all gone. | 

11. Him that dieth of Jeroboam in the city 
shall the dogs eat; and him that dieth in the 
field shall the fowls of the air eat: for the Lorp 
hath spoken 7. 

12. Arise thou therefore, get thee to thine 
own house: and when thy feet enter into the 
city, the child shall die. 

13. And all Israel shall mourn for him, and 
bury him: for he only of Jeroboam shall come 
to the grave, because in him there is found 
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some good thing toward the Lorp God of Israel 
in the house of Jeroboam. 

14. Moreover the Lorp shall raise him 
ue a king over Israel, who shall cut off the house 
ot Jeroboam that day: but what? even now. 

15. For the Lorp shall smite Israel, as a reed 
is shaken in the water, and he shall root up 
Israel out of this good land, which he gave to 
their fathers, and shall scatter them beyond the 
river, because they have made their groves, 
provoking the Lorp to anger. 

16. And he shall give Israel up because of 
the sins of Jeroboam, who did sin, and who made 
Israel to sin. 

17. § And Jeroboam’s wife arose, and departed, 
and came to Tirzah: and when she came to the 
threshold of the door, the child died; 

18. And they buried him; and all Israel 
mourned for him, according to the word of the 
Lorp, which he spake by the 
hand of his servant Ahijah the 
prophet. 

19. And the rest of the acts 
of Jeroboam, how he warred, and 
how he reigned, behold, they are 
written in the book of the Chron- 
icles of the kings of Israel. 

20. And the days which Jero- 
boam reigned were two and twenty 
years: and he slept with his fathers, 
and Nadab his son reigned in 
his stead. 

21. § And Rehoboam the son of 
Solomon reigned in Judah. Reho- 
boam was forty and one years old 
when he began to reign, and he 
reigned seventeen years in Jeru- 
salem, the city which the Lorp 
did choose out of all the tribes 
of Israel, to put his name there. 
And his mother’s name was Naa- 
mah an Ammonitess. 

22. And Judah did evil in the 
sight of the Lorn, and they ee 
voked him to jealousy with their 
sins which they had committed, 
above all that their fathers had 
done. 

23. For they also built them 
high places, and images, and 
groves, on every high hill, and 
under every green tree. 

24. And there were also sod- ~ 
omites in the land: and they did 
according to all the abominations 
of the nations which the Lorp cast 
out before the children of Israel. 

(11-24*) 
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FIRE FROM HEAVEN CONSUMES THE SACRIFICE. 


“Then the fire of the Lorp fell, and consumed the burnt sacrifice, and the wood, 
and the stones, and the dust, and licked up the water that was in the trench.” 


25. § And it came to pass in the fifth year of 
king Rehoboam, that Shishak king of Egypt 
came up against Jerusalem: 

26. And he took away the treasures of 
the house of the Lorp, and the treasures of the 
king’s house; he even took away all: and he 
took away all the shields of gold which Solomon 
had made. 

27. And king Rehoboam made in their stead 
brazen shields, and committed them unto the 
hands of the chief of the guard, which kept the 
door of the king’s house. 

28. And it was so, when the king went 
into the house of the Lorp, that the guard 
bare them, and brought them back into the 
guardchamber. 

29. {| Now the rest of the acts of Rehoboam, 
and all that he did, are they not written in the 
book of the Chronicles of the kings of Judah? 





Copyright by de Brunoff, 1904. 


I Kings xviii. 38. 


474 I KINGS 





30. And there was war between Rehoboam CHAPTER XV 
and Jeroboam all their days. 

31. And Rehoboam slept with his fathers, 1. Now in the eighteenth year of king Jero- 
and was buried with his fathers in the city of boam the son of Nebat reigned Abijam over Judah. 


2. Three years reigned he in 
Jerusalem. And his mother’s name 
was Maachah, the daughter of 
Abishalom. 

3. And he walked in all the 
sins of his father, which he had 
done before him: and his heart 
was not perfect with the Lorp 
his God, as the heart of David 
his father. 

4. Nevertheless for David’s 
sake did the Lorp his God give 
him a lamp in Jerusalem, to set 
up his son after him, and _ to 
establish Jerusalem: 

5. Because David did_ that 
which was right in the eyes of the 
Lorp, and turned not aside from 
any thing that he commanded 
him all the days of his life, save 
only in the matter of Uriah the 
Hittite. 

6. And there was war between 
Rehoboam and Jeroboam all the 
days of his life. 

7. Now the rest of the acts 
of Abijam, and all that he 
did, are they not written in 
the book of the Chronicles of 
the kings of Judah? And there 
was war between Abijam and 
Jeroboam. 

8. And Abijam slept with his 
fathers; and they buried him in 
the city of David: and Asa his son 
reigned in his stead. 

9. 4 And in the twentieth year 
of Jeroboam king of Israel reigned 
Asa over Judah. ; 

10. And forty and one years 
reigned he in Jerusalem. And his 
mother’s name was Maachah, the 
daughter of Abishalom. 

11. And Asa did that which 
was right in the eyes of the Lorp, 
as did David his father. 

12. And he took away the 
sodomites out of the land, and 
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ELIJAH FROM MT. CARMEL SEES A CLOUD AFAR OFF. I Jungs xviii. 44. 


“And it came to pass at the seventh time. that he said, Behold, 


there ariseth a little cloud out of the sea, like a man’s hand.” removed all the idols that his 

fathers had made. 
David. And his mother’s name was Naamah 13. And also Maachah his mother, even 
an Ammonitess. And Abijam his son reigned her he removed from being queen, because 


in his stead. she had made an idol in a grove; and 
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Asa destroyed her idol, and burnt it by the 
brook Kidron. 


14. But the high places were not removed: 
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19. There is a league between me and thee, 
and between my father and thy father: behold, 
I have sent unto thee a present of silver and gold; 
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ELIJAH RUNS BEFORE THE CHARIOT OF AHAB. I Kings xviii. 46. 
“And the hand of the Lorp was on Elijah; and he girded up 


his loins, and ran before Ahab to the entrance of Jezreel.” 


nevertheless Asa’s heart was perfect with the 
Lorp all his days. 

15. And he brought in the things which 
his father had dedicated, and the things which 
himself had dedicated, into the house of the 
Lorp, silver, and gold, and vessels. 

16. § And there was war between Asa and 
Baasha king of Israel all their days. 

17. And Baasha king of Israel went up 
against Judah, and built Ramah, that he might 
not suffer any to go out or come in to Asa king 
of Judah. 

18. Then Asa took all the silver and the 
gold that were left in the treasures of the house 
of the Lorp, and the treasures of the king’s 
house, and delivered them into the hand of his 
servants: and king Asa sent them to Ben-hadad, 
the son of Tabrimon, the son of Hezion, king of 
Syria, that dwelt at Damascus, saying, 


come and break thy league with Baasha king of 
Israel, that he may depart from me. 

20. So Ben-hadad heatveres unto king Asa, 
and sent the captains of the hosts which he had 
against the cities of Israel, and smote Ijon, 
and Dan, and Abel-beth-maachah, and all 
Cinneroth, with all the land of Naphtali 

21. And it came to pass, when Baasha heard 
thereof, that he left off building of Ramah, and 
dwelt in Tirzah. 

22. Then king Asa made a_ proclamation 
throughout all Judah; none was exempted: 
and they took away the stones of Ramah, and the 
timber thereof, wherewith Baasha had builded; 
and king Asa built with them Geba of Benjamin, 
and Mizpah. 

23. The rest of all the acts of Asa, and all 
his might, and all that he did, and the cities 
which he built, ave they not written in the book 
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of the Chronicles of the kings of Judah? Never- 
theless in the time of his old age he was diseased 
in his feet. 

24. And Asa slept with his fathers, and 
was buried with his fathers in the city of David 
his father: and Jehoshaphat his son reigned in 
his stead. 

25. § And Nadab the son of Jeroboam began 
to reign over Israel in the second year of Asa 
king of Judah, and reigned over Israel two years. 

26. And he did evil in the sight of the Lorn, 
and walked in the way of his father, and in his 
sin wherewith he made Israel to sin. 

27. § And Baasha the son of Ahijah, of the 
house of Issachar, conspired against him; and 
Baasha smote him at Gibbethon, which belonged 
to the Philistines; for Nadab and all Israel laid 
siege to Gibbethon. 

28. Even in the third year of Asa king of 
Judah did Baasha slay him, and reigned in 
his stead. 

29. And it came to pass, when he reigned, 
that he smote all the house of Jeroboam; he left 
not to Jeroboam any that breathed, until he had 
destroyed him, according unto the saying of the 
Lorp, which he spake by his servant Ahijah the 
Shilonite: 

30. Because of the sins of Jeroboam which he 
sinned, and which he made Israel sin, by his 
provocation wherewith he provoked the Lorp 
God of Israel to anger. 

31. § Now the rest of the acts of Nadab, and 
all that he did, are they not written in the book 
of the Chronicles of the kings of Israel? 

32. And there was war between Asa and 
Baasha king of Israel all their days. 

33. In the third year of Asa king of Judah 
began Baasha the son of Ahijah to reign over all 
Israel in Tirzah, twenty and four years. 

34. And he did evil in the sight of the Lorn, 
and walked in the way of Jeroboam, and in his 
sin wherewith he made Israel to sin. 


CHARTER rex Vib 
JIHEN the word of the Lorp came 


to Jehu the son of Hanani against 
Baasha, saying, 

2. Forasmuch as I exalted 
thee out of the dust, and made 
thee prince over my _ people 

=—! Israel; and thou hast walked in 
the way of Jeroboam, and hast made my 
people Israel to sin, to provoke me to anger with 
their sins; 

3. Behold, I will take away the posterity of 
Baasha, and the posterity of his house; and will 









make thy house like the house of Jeroboam the 
son of Nebat. 

4. Him that dieth of Baasha in the city shall 
the dogs eat; and him that dieth of his in the 
fields shall the fowls of the air eat. 

5. Now the rest of the acts of Baasha, and 
what he did, and his might, ave they not written 
in the book of the Chronicles of the kings of 
Israel? 

6. So Baasha slept with his fathers, and was 
buried in ‘Tirzah: and Elah his son reigned in his 
stead. 

7. And also by the hand of the prophet Jehu 
the son of Hanani came the word of the Lorp 
against Baasha, and against his house, even for 
all the evil that he did in the sight of the Lorn, 
in provoking him to anger with the work of his 
hands, in being like the house of Jeroboam; and 
because he killed him. 

8. ¥ In the twenty and sixth year of Asa king 
of Judah began Elah the son of Baasha to reign 
over Israel in Tirzah, two years. 

9. And his servant Zimri, captain of half his 
chariots, conspired against him, as he was in 
Tirzah, drinking himself drunk in the house of 
Arza steward of his house in Tirzah. 

10. And Zimri went in and smote him, and 
killed him, in the twenty and seventh year of Asa 
king of Judah, and reigned in his stead. 

11. § And it came to pass, when he began to 
reign, as soon as he sat on his throne, that he slew 
all the house of Baasha: he left him not one that 
pisseth against a wall, neither of his kinsfolks, 
nor of his friends. 

12. Thus did Zimri destroy all the house of 
Baasha, according to the word of the Lorp, 
which he spake against Baasha by Jehu the 
prophet, 

13. For all the sins of Baasha, and the sins of 
Elah his son, by which they sinned, and by which 
they made Israel to sin, in provoking the Lorp 
God of Israel to anger with their vanities. 

14. Now the rest of the acts of Elah, and all 
that he did, are they not written in the book of 
the Chronicles of the kings of Israel? 

15. § In the twenty and seventh year of Asa 
king of Judah did Zimri reign seven days in 
Tirzah. And the people were encamped against 
Gibbethon, which belonged to the Philistines. 

16. And the people that were encamped 
heard say, Zimri hath conspired, and hath also 
slain the king: wherefore all Israel made Omri, 
the captain of the host, king over Israel that day 
in the camp. 

17. And Omri went up from Gibbethon, 
and all Israel with him, and they besieged 
Tirzah. 
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18. And it came to pass, when 
Zimri saw that the city was taken, 
that he went into the palace of the 
king’s house, and burnt the king’s 
house over him with fire, and died, 

19. For his sins which he sinned 
in doing evil in the sight of the 
Lorp, in walking in the way of 
Jeroboam, and in his sin which he 
did, to make Israel to sin. 

20. Now the rest of the acts 
of Zimri, and his treason that he 
wrought, are they not written in 
the book of the Chronicles of the 
kings of Israel? 

21. § Then were the people of 
Israel divided into two parts: half 
of the people followed Tibni the 
son of Ginath, to make him king; 
and half followed Omri. 

22. But the people that followed 
Omri prevailed against the people 
that followed Tibni the son of 
Ginath: so Tibni died, and Omri 
reigned. 

23. ¢ In the thirty and _ first 
year of Asa king of Judah began 
Omri to reign over Israel, twelve 
years: six years reigned he in 
Tirzah. 

24. And he bought the hill 
Samaria of Shemer for two talents 
of silver, and built on the _ hill, 
and called the name of the city 
which he built, after the name of 
Shemer, owner of the hill, Samaria. 

25. § But Omri wrought evil in 
the eyes of the Lorp, and did worse 
than all that were before him. 

26. For he walked in all the 
way of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, 
and in his sin wherewith he made 
Israel to sin, to provoke the Lorp 
God of Israel to anger with their 
vanities. 

27. Now the rest of the acts of 
Omri which he did, and his might that he 
shewed, are they not written in the book of the 
Chronicles of the kings of Israel? 

28. So Omri slept with his fathers, and was 
buried in Samaria: and Ahab his son reigned in 
his stead. 

29. § And in the thirty and eighth year of 
Asa king of Judah began Ahab the son of 
Omri to reign over Israel: and Ahab the son 
of Omri reigned over Israel in Samaria twenty 
and two years, 





J. James Tissot. 
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380. And Ahab the son of Omri did evil in 
the sight of the Lorp above all that were 
before him. 

31. And it came to pass, as if it had been 
a light thing for him to walk in the sins of Jero- 
boam the son of Nebat, that he took to wife 
Jezebel the daughter of Ethbaal king of the 
Zidonians, and went and served Baal, and 
worshipped him. 

32. And he reared up an altar for Baal in 
the house of Baal, which he had built in Samaria. 
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33. And Ahab made a grove; and Ahab did 
more to provoke the Lorp God of Israel to 
anger than all the kings of Israel that were 
before him. 

34. § In his days did Hiel the Beth-elite build 
Jericho: he laid the foundation thereof in 
Abiram his firstborn, and set up the gates thereof 
in his youngest son Segub, according to the 
word of the Lorp, which he spake by Joshua 
the son of Nun. 


CHAPTER XVII 


ga) ND Elijah the Tishbite, who was 
of the inhabitants of Gilead, 
|} said unto Ahab, As the Lorp 
@| God of Israel liveth, before whom 
4/ I stand, there shall not be dew 
| nor rain these years, but accord- 
ing to my word. 

2. And the word of the Lorp came unto him, 
saying, 

3. Get thee hence, and turn thee eastward, 
and hide thyself by the brook Cherith, that ts 
before Jordan. 

4. And it shall be, that thou shalt drink of 
the brook; and I have commanded the ravens 
to feed thee there. 

5. So he went and did according unto the 
word of the Lorp: for he went and dwelt by the 
brook Cherith, that is before Jordan. 

6. And the ravens brought him bread and 
flesh in the morning, and bread and flesh in the 
evening; and he drank of the brook. 

7. And it came to pass after a while, that 
the brook dried up, because there had been no 
rain in the land. 

8. § And the word of the Lorp came unto 
him, saying, 

9. Arise, get thee to Zarephath, which 
belongeth to Zidon, and dwell there: behold, I 
have commanded a widow woman there to 
sustain thee. 

10. So he arose and went to Zarephath. 
And when he came to the gate of the city, behold, 
the widow woman was there gathering of sticks: 
and he called to her, and said, Fetch me, I pray 
thee, a little water in a vessel, that I may ane 

11. And as she was going to fetch it, he 
called to her, and said, Bring me, I pray thee, a 
morsel of bread in thine hand. 

12. And she said, As the Lorp thy God 
liveth, I have not a cake, but a handful of meal 
in a barrel, and a little oil in a cruse: and, 
behold, I am gathering two sticks, that I may 
go in and dress it for me and my son, that we 
may eat it, and die. 





13. And Elijah said unto her, Fear not; go 
and do as thou hast said: but make me thereof 
a little cake first, and bring 7 unto me, and after 
make for thee and for thy son. 

14. For thus saith the Lorp God of Israel, 
The barrel of meal shall not waste, neither shall 
the cruse of oil fail, until the day that the Lorp 
sendeth rain upon the earth. 

15. And she went and did according to the 
saying of Elijah: and she, and he, and her house, 
did eat many days. 

16. And the barrel of meal wasted not, 
neither did the cruse of oil fail, according to 
the word of the Lorp, which he spake by Elijah. 

17. § And it came to pass after these things, 
that the son of the woman, the mistress of the 
house, fell sick; and his sickness was so sore, 
that there was no breath left in him. 

18. And she said unto Elijah, What have 
I to do with thee, O thou man of God? art thou 
come unto me to call my sin to remembrance, 
and to slay my son? 

19. And he said unto her, Give me thy son. 
And he took him out of her bosom, and carried 
him up into a loft, where he abode, and _ laid 
him upon his own bed. . 

20. And he cried unto the Lorp, and. said, 
O Lorp my God, hast thou also brought evil 
upon the widow with whom I sojourn, by slaying 
her son? 

21. And he stretched himself upon the child 
three times, and cried unto the Lorp, and said, 
O Lorp my God, I pray thee, let this child’s 
soul come into him again. 

22. And the Lorp heard the voice of Elijah; 
and the soul of the child came into him again, 
and he revived. 

23. And Elijah took the child, and brought 
him down out of the chamber into the house, and 
delivered him unto his mother: and Elijah said, 
See, thy son liveth. 

24. 4 And the woman said to Elijah, Now 
by this I know that thou art a man of God, and 
that the word of the Lorp in thy mouth zs 
truth. 


CHAPTER XVIII 


ND it came to pass after many 
|| days, that the word of the Lorp 
| came to Elijah in the third year, 
@| saying, Go, shew thyself unto 
i} Ahab; and I will send rain 
a} upon the earth. 
4 2. And Elijah went to shew 
himself unto Ahab. And there was a sore famine 
in Samaria. 
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BEN-HADAD AND THE KINGS DRINKING IN THE TENT. I Kings xx. 12. 


‘* And it came to pass, when Ben-hadad heard this message, as he was drinking, he and the kings in the pavilions, 
that he said unto his servants, Set yourselves in array. And they set themselves in array against the city.” 


3. And Ahab called Obadiah, which was 
the governor of his house. (Now Obadiah 
feared the Lorp greatly: 

4. For it was so, when Jezebel cut off the 
prophets of the Lorp, that Obadiah took a 
hundred prophets, and hid them by fifty in 
a cave, and fed them with bread and water.) 

5. And Ahab said unto Obadiah, Go into 
the land, unto all fountains of water, and unto 
all brooks: peradventure we may find grass to 
save the horses and mules alive, that we lose 
not all the beasts. 

6. So they divided the land between them to 
pass throughout it: Ahab went one way by him- 
self, and Obadiah went another way by himself. 

7. § And as Obadiah was in the way, behold, 
Elijah met him: and he knew him, and fell on 
his face, and said, Art thou that my lord Elijah? 

8. And he answered him, I am: go, tell thy 
lord, Behold, Elijah is here. 

9. And he said, What have I sinned, that 
thou wouldest deliver thy servant into the hand 
of Ahab, to slay me? 

10. As the Lorp thy God liveth, there is 
no nation or kingdom, whither my lord hath 
not sent to seek thee: and when they said, He is 

(II-25) 


not there; he took an oath of the kingdom and 
nation, that they found thee not. 

11. And now thou sayest, Go, tell thy lord, 
Behold, Elijah zs here. 

12. And it shall come to pass, as soon as I 
am gone from thee, that the ae of the Lorp 
shall carry thee whither I know not; and so 
when I come and tell Ahab, and he cannot find 
thee, he shall slay me: but I thy servant fear the 
Lorp from my youth. 

13. Was it not told my lord what I did when 
Jezebel slew the prophets of the Lorp, how 
I hid a hundred men of the Lorp’s prophets 
by fifty in a cave, and fed them with hited 
and water? 

14. And now thou sayest, Go, tell thy lord, 
Behold, Elijah is here: and he shall slay me. 

15. And Elijah said, As the Lorn of hosts 
liveth, before whom I stand, I will surely shew 
myself unto him to day. 

16. So Obadiah went to meet Ahab, and 
told him: and Ahab went to meet Elijah. 

17. § And it came to pass, when Ahab saw 
Elijah, that Ahab said unto him, Art thou he 
that troubleth Israel? 

18. And he answered, I have not troubled 
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Israel; but thou, and thy father’s house, in that 
ye have forsaken the commandments of the 
Lorp, and thou hast followed Baalim. 

19. Now therefore send, and gather to me all 
Israel unto mount Carmel, and the prophets of 
Baal four hundred and fifty, and the prophets 
of the groves four hundred, which eat at 
Jezebel’s table. 

20. So Ahab sent unto all the children of 
Israel, and gathered the prophets together unto 
mount Carmel. 

21. And Elijah came unto all the people, and 
said, How long halt ye between two opinions? 
if the Lorp be God, follow him: but if Baal, then 
follow him. And the people answered him not 
a word. 

22. ‘Then said Elijah unto the people, I, even 
I only, remain a prophet of the Lorp; but Baal’s 
prophets are four hundred and fifty men. 

23. Let them therefore give us two bullocks; 
and let them choose one bullock for themselves, 
and cut it in pieces, and lay 2t on wood, and put 
no fire under: and I will dress the other bullock, 
and lay vt on wood, and put no fire wnder: 

24. And call ye on the name of your gods, 
and I will call on the name of the Lorp: and the 
God that answereth by fire, let him be God. 
And all the people answered and said, It is well 
spoken. 

25. And Elijah said unto the prophets of 
Baal, Choose you one bullock for yourselves, 
and dress 7 first; for ye are many; and call on the 
name of your gods, but put no fire wnder. 

26. And they took the bullock which was 
given them, and they dressed zt, and called on 
the name of Baal from morning even until noon, 
saying, O Baal, hearus. But there was no voice, 
nor any that answered. And they leaped upon 
the altar which was made. 

27. And it came to pass at noon, that Elijah 
mocked them, and said, Cry aloud: for he ws a 
god; either he is talking, or he is pursuing, or 
he is in a journey, or peradventure he sleepeth, 
and must be awaked. 

28. And they cried aloud, and cut themselves 
after their manner with knives and lancets, till 
the blood gushed out upon them. 

29. And it came to pass, when midday was 
past, and they prophesied until the teme of the 
offering of the evening sacrifice, that there was 
neither voice, nor any to answer, nor any that 
regarded. 

30. And Elijah said unto all the people, 
Come near unto me. And all the people came 
near unto him. And he repaired the altar of 
the Lorp that was broken down. 

31. And Elijah took twelve stones, according 


_ to the number of the tribes of the sons of Jacob, 


unto whom the word of the Lorp came, saying, 
Israel shall be thy name: 

32. And with the stones he built an altar 
in the name of the Lorpb: and he made a trench 
about the altar, as great as would contain two 
measures of seed. 

33. And he put the wood in order, and cut 
the bullock in pieces, and laid him on the wood, 
and said, Fill four barrels with water, and pour 
at on the burnt sacrifice, and on the wood. 

34. And he said, Do it the second time. 
And they did i the second time. And he 
said, Do zt the third time. And they did 7 the 
third time. 

35. And the water ran round about the altar; 
and he filled the trench also with water. 

36. And it came to pass at the tume of the 
offering of the evening sacrifice, that Elijah the 
prophet came near, and said, Lorp God of Abra- 
ham, Isaac, and of Israel, let it be known this 
day that thou art God in Israel, and that I am 
thy servant, and that I have done all these things 
at thy word. 

37. Hear me, O Lorp, hear me, that this 
people may know that thou art the Lorp 
God, and that thou hast turned their heart 
back again. 

38. Then the fire of the Lorp fell, and con- 
sumed the burnt sacrifice, and the wood, and the 
stones, and the dust, and licked up the water 
that was in the trench. 

39. And when all the people saw 7t, they fell 
on their faces: and they said, The Lorp, he is 
the God; the Lorp, he zs the God. 

40. And Elijah said unto them, Take the 
prophets of Baal; let not one of them escape. 
And they took them: and Elijah brought them 
down to the brook Kishon, and slew them there. 

41. § And Elijah said unto Ahab, Get thee 


up, eat and drink; for there is a sound of 


abundance of rain. 

42. So Ahab went up to eat and to drink. 
And Elijah went up to the top of Carmel; and he 
cast himself down upon the earth, and put his 
face between his knees, 

43. And said to his servant, Go up now, look 
toward the sea. And he went up, and looked, 
and said, There is nothing. And he said, Go again 
seven times. 

44, And it came to pass at the seventh time, 
that he said, Behold, there ariseth a little cloud 
out of the sea, like a man’s hand. And he said, 
Go up, say unto Ahab, Prepare thy chariot, and 
get thee down, that the rain stop thee not. 

45. And it came to pass in the meanwhile, 
that the heaven was black with clouds and wind, 
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and there was a great rain. And Ahab rode, 
and went to Jezreel. 

46. And the hand of the Lorp was on Elijah; 
and he girded up his loins, and ran before Ahab 


to the entrance of Jezreel. 
CHAPTER: XEX 


molND Ahab told Jezebel all that 
Wi| Elijah had done, and withal 
how he had slain all the 
prophets with the sword. 

2. Then Jezebel sent 
a messenger unto Elijah, 
saying, So let the gods 
do to me, and more also, if I make not 
thy life as the life of one of them by 
to morrow about this time. 

3. And when he saw that, he arose, 
and went for his life, and came to Beer- 
sheba, which belongeth to Judah, and left 
his servant there. 

4. § But he himself went a day’s 
journey into the wilderness, and came 
and sat down under a juniper tree: and 
he requested for himself that he might die; 
and said, It is enough; now, O Lorp, 
take away my life; for I am not better 
than my fathers. 

5. And as he lay and slept under a 
juniper tree, behold, then an angel touched 
him, and said unto him, Arise and eat. 

6. And he looked, and, behold, there 
was a cake baken on the coals, and a 
cruse of water at his head. And he did 
eat and drink, and laid him down again. 

7. And the angel of the Lorp came 
again the second time, and touched him, 
and said, Arise and eat; because the 
journey 7s too great for thee. 

8. And he arose, and did eat and 
drink, and went in the strength of that 
meat forty days and forty nights unto 
Horeb the mount of God. 

9. § And he came thither unto a cave, 
and lodged there; and, behold, the word 
of the Lorp came to him, and he said 
unto him, What doest thou here, Elijah? 

10. And he said, I have been very 
jealous for the Lorp God of hosts: for 
the children of Israel have forsaken thy covenant, 
thrown down thine altars, and slain thy prophets 
with the sword; and JI, even I only, am left; 
and they seek my life, to take it away. 

11. And he said, Go forth, and stand upon 
the mount before the Lorp. And, behold, 
the Lorp passed by, and a great and strong 

(II-25*) 
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wind rent the mountains, and brake in pieces 
the rocks before the Lorp; but the Lorp 
was not in the wind: and after the wind an 
earthquake; but the Lorp was not in the 
earthquake: 

12. And after the earthquake a fire; but the 
Lorp was not in the fire: and after the fire a 
still small voice. 

13. And it was so, when Elijah heard 7, that 
he wrapped his face in his mantle, and went out, 


Copyright by de Brunoff, 1904. 
JEZEBEL ADVISES AHAB. I Kings xxi. 7. 
“And Jezebel his wife said unto him, Dost thou now govern the 


kingdom of Israel? arise, and eat bread, and let thine heart be 
merry: I will give thee the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite.” 


and stood in the entering in of the cave. And, 
behold, there came a voice unto him, and said, 
What doest thou here, Elijah? 

14. And he said, I have been very jealous 
for the Lorp God of hosts: because the children 
of Israel have forsaken thy covenant, thrown 
down thine altars, and slain thy prophets with 
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the sword; and I, even I only, am left; and they 
seek my life, to take it away. 

15. And the Lorp said unto him, Go, return 
on thy way to the wilderness of Damascus: and 
when thou comest, anoint Hazael to be king 
over Syria: 

16. And Jehu the son of Nimshi shalt thou 
anoint to be king over Israel: and Elisha the son 
of Shaphat of Abel-meholah shalt thou anoint 
to be prophet. in thy room. 

17. And it shall come to pass, that him that 
escapeth the sword of Hazael shall Jehu slay: 
and him that escapeth from the sword of Jehu 
shall Elisha slay. 

18. Yet I have left me seven thousand in 
Israel, all the knees which have not bowed 


unto Baal, and every mouth which hath not ° 


kissed him. 

19. § So he departed thence, and found Elisha 
the son of Shaphat, who was ploughing with 
twelve yoke of oxen before him, and he with the 
twelfth: and Elijah passed by him, and cast his 
mantle upon him. 

20. And he left the oxen, and ran after Elijah, 
and said, Let me, I pray thee, kiss my father and 
my mother, and then I will follow thee. And 
he said unto him, Go back again: for what have 
I done to thee? 

21.. And he returned back from him, and took 
a yoke of oxen, and slew them, and boiled their 
flesh with the instruments of the oxen, and gave 
unto the people, and they did eat. Then he 
arose, and went after Elijah, and ministered 
unto him. 


CHAPTER XX 


go|ND Ben-hadad the king of Syria 
| gathered all his host together: 
and there were thirty and two 
“| kings with him, and horses, and 
J@)| chariots: and he went up and 
a] besieged Samaria, and warred 
eee against it. 

2. And he sent messengers to Ahab king 
of Israel into the city, and said unto him, Thus 
saith Ben-hadad, 

3. Thy silver and thy gold 7s mine; thy wives 
also and thy children, even the goodliest, are mine. 

4.- And the king of Israel answered and said, 
My lord, O king, according to thy saying, I am 
thine, and all that I have. 

5. And the messengers came again, and 
said, ‘Thus speaketh Ben-hadad, saying, Although 
I have sent unto thee, saying, Thou shalt deliver 
me thy silver, and thy gold, and thy wives, and 
thy children; 





6. Yet I will send my servants unto thee to 
morrow about this time, and they shall search 
thine house, and the houses of thy servants; and 
it shall be, that whatsoever is pleasant in thine 
eyes, they shall put 2 in their hand, and take 
at away. 

7. ‘Then the king of Israel called all the 
elders of the land, and said, Mark, I pray you, 
and see how this man seeketh mischief: for he 
sent unto me for my wives, and for my children, 
and for my silver, and for my gold; and I denied 
him not. 

8. And all the elders and all the people said 
unto him, Hearken not wnto him, nor consent. 

9. Wherefore he said unto the messengers of 
Ben-hadad, 'Tell my lord the king, All that thou 
didst send for to thy servant at the first I will do: 
but this thing Imay not do. And the messengers 
departed, and brought him word again. 

10. And Ben-hadad sent unto him, and said, 
The gods do so unto me, and more also, if the 
dust of Samaria shall suffice for handfuls for all 
the people that follow me. 

11. And the king of Israel answered and said, 
Tell him, Let not him that girdeth on his harness 
boast himself as he that putteth it off. 

12. And it came to pass, when Ben-hadad 
heard this message, as he was drinking, he and 
the kings in the pavilions, that he said 
unto his servants, Set yourselves in array. And 
they set themselves in array against the city. 

13. §| And, behold, there came a prophet unto 
Ahab king of Israel, saying, Thus saith the Lorn, 
Hast thou seen all this great multitude? behold, I 
will deliver it into thine hand this day; and thou 
shalt know that I am the Lorp. 

14. And Ahab said, By whom? And he 
said, Thus saith the Lorp, Even by the young 
men of the princes of the provinces. ‘Then he 
said, Who shall order the battle? And he 
answered, Thou. 

15. ‘Then he numbered the young men of the 
princes of the provinces, and they were two 
hundred and thirty two: and after them he num- 
bered all the people, even all the children of Israel, 
being seven thousand. 

16. And they went out at noon. But Ben- 
hadad was drinking himself drunk in the 
pavilions, he and the kings, the thirty and two 
kings that helped him. 

17. And the young men of the princes of the 
provinces went out first; and Ben-hadad sent out, 
and they told him, saying, There are men come 
out of Samaria. 

18. And he said, Whether they be come out 
for peace, take them alive; or whether they be 
come out for war, take them alive. 
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19. So these young men of the princes 
of the provinces came out of the city, 
and the army which followed them. 

20. And they slew every one his man: 
and the Syrians fled; and Israel pursued 
them: and Ben-hadad the king of Syria 
escaped on a horse with the horsemen. 

21. And the king of Israel went out, 
and smote the horses and chariots, and 
slew the Syrians with a great slaughter. 

22. {| And the prophet came to the 
king of Israel, and said unto him, Go, 
strengthen thyself, and mark, and see 
what thou doest: for at the return of 
the year the king of Syria will come up 
against thee. 

23. And the servants of the king of 
Syria said unto him, Their gods are gods 
of the hills; therefore they were stronger 
than we; but let us fight against them 
in the plain, and surely we shall be 
stronger than they. 

24. And do this thing, Take the kings 
away, every man out of his place, and 
put captains in their rooms: 

25. And number thee an army, like 
the army that thou hast lost, horse for 
horse, and chariot for chariot: and we will 
fight against them in the plain, and surely 
we shall be stronger than they. And he 
hearkened unto their voice, and did so. 

26. And it came to pass at the 
return of the year, that Ben-hadad 
numbered the Syrians, and went 
up to Aphek, to fight against Israel. 

27. And the children of Israel were numbered, 
and were all present, and went against them: and 
the children of Israel pitched before them like two 
little flocks of kids; but the Syrians filled the 
country. 

28. § And there came a man of God, and 
spake unto the king of Israel, and said, Thus 
saith the Lorp, Because the Syrians have said, 
The Lorp ts God of the hills, but he zs not God 
of the valleys, therefore will I deliver all this 
great multitude into thine hand, and ye shall 
know that I am the Lorp. 

29. And they pitched one over against the 
other seven days. And so it was, that in the 
seventh day the battle was joined: and the 
children of Israel slew of the Syrians a hundred 
thousand footmen in one day. 

30. But the rest fled to Aphek, into the city; 
and there a wall fell upon twenty and seven thou- 
sand of the men that were left. And Ben-hadad 
fled, and came into the city, into an inner 
chamber. 


J. James Tissot. 


AHAB PIERCED BY AN ARROW. I Kings xxii. 34, 


*“ And a certain man drew a bow at a venture, and smote the king of Israel 





Copyright by de Brunoff, 1904. 


between the joints of the harness: wherefore he said unto the driver of his 
chariot Turn thine hand, and carry me out of the host; for I am wounded.” 


31. § And his servants said unto him, Behold 
now, we have heard that the kings of the house of 
Israel are merciful kings: let us, I pray thee, put 
sackcloth on our loins, and ropes upon our heads, 
and go out to the king of Israel: peradventure he. 
will save thy life. 

32. So they girded sackcloth on their loins, 
and put ropes on their heads, and came to the 
king of Israel, and said, Thy servant Ben-hadad 
saith, I pray thee, let me live. And he said, Is he 
yet alive? he 7s my brother. 

33. Now the men did diligently observe 
whether any thing would come from him, and did 
hastily catch 7: and they said, Thy brother Ben- 
hadad. ‘Then he said, Go ye, bring him. ‘Then 
Ben-hadad came forth to him; and he caused 
him to come up into the chariot. 

34. And Ben-hadad said unto him, The cities, 
which my father took from thy father, I will 
restore; and thou shalt make streets for thee in 
Damascus, as my father made in Samaria. Then 
said Ahab, I will send thee away with this cove- 
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nant. Sohe made a covenant with him, and sent 
him away. 

35. § And a certain man of the sons of the 
prophets said unto his neighbour in the word of 
the Lorp, Smite me, I pray thee. And the man 
refused to smite him. 

36. Then said he unto him, Because thou hast 
not obeyed the voice of the Lorn, behold, as soon 
as thou art departed from me, a lion shall slay 
thee. And as soon as he was departed from him, 
a lion found him, and slew him. 

37. Then he found another man, and said, 
Smite me, I pray thee. And the man smote him, 
so that in smiting he wounded him. 

38. So the prophet departed, and waited for 
the king by the way, and disguised himself with 
ashes upon his face. 

39. And as the king passed by, he cried unto 
the king: and he said, Thy servant went out into 
the midst of the battle; and, behold, a man turned 
aside, and brought a man unto me, and said, 
Keep this man: if by any means he be missing, 
then shall thy life be for his life, or else thou shalt 
pay a talent of silver. 

40. And as thy servant was busy here and 
there, he was gone. And the king of Israel said 
unto him, So shall thy judgment be; thyself hast 
decided it. 

41. And he hasted, and took the ashes away 
from his face; and the king of Israel discerned 
him that he was of the prophets. 

42. And he said unto him, Thus saith the 
Lorp, Because thou hast let go out of thy hand 
a man whom [ appointed to utter destruction, 
therefore thy life shall go for his life, and thy 
people for his people. 

43. And the king of Israel went to his house 
heavy and displeased, and came to Samaria. 


CHAPTER XXI 


mmo) ND it came to pass after these 
| things, that Naboth the Jezreel- 
| ite had a vineyard, which was in 
“| Jezreel, hard by the palace of 

SJ em Veil Ahab king of Samaria. 

(ish 2. And Ahab spake unto 
ee! N aboth, saying, Giveme thy vine- 
yard, that I may have it for a garden of herbs, 
because it 2s near unto my house: and I will give 
thee for it a better vineyard than it; or, if it seem 
good to thee, I will give thee the worth of it in 
money. 

38. And Naboth said to Ahab, The Lorp for- 
bid it me, that I should give the inheritance of 
my fathers unto thee. 

4. And Ahab came into his house heavy and 





displeased because of the word which Naboth the 
Jezreelite had spoken to him: for he had said, I 
will not give thee the inheritance of my fathers. 
And he laid him down upon his bed, and turned 
away his face, and would eat no bread. 

5. § But Jezebel his wife came to him, and 
said unto him, Why is thy spirit so sad, that thou 
eatest no bread? , 

6. And he said unto her, Because I spake unto 
Naboth the Jezreelite, and said unto him, Give 
me thy vineyard for money; or else, if it please 
thee, I will give thee another vineyard for it: and 
he answered, I will not give thee my vineyard. 

7. And Jezebel his wife said unto him, Dost 
thou now govern the kingdom of Israel? arise, 
and eat bread, and let thine heart be merry: 
I will give thee the vineyard of Naboth the 
Jezreelite. 

8. So she wrote letters in Ahab’s name, and 
sealed them with his seal, and sent the letters unto 
the elders and to the nobles that were in his city, 
dwelling with Naboth. 

9. And she wrote in the letters, saying, Pro- 
claim a fast, and set Naboth on high among the 
people: 

10. And set two men, sons of Belial, before 
him, to bear witness against him, saying, Thou 
didst blaspheme God and the king. And then 
carry him out, and stone him, that he may die. 

11. And the men of his city, even the elders 
and the nobles who were the inhabitants in his 
city, did as Jezebel had sent unto them, and as it 
was written in the letters which she had sent 
unto them. 

12. They proclaimed a fast, and set Naboth 
on high among the people. 

13. And there came in two men, children of 
Belial, and sat before him: and the men of Belial 
witnessed against him, even against Naboth, in 
the presence of the people, saying, Naboth did 
blaspheme God and the king. ‘Then they carried 
him forth out of the city, and stoned him with 
stones, that he died. 

14. ‘Then they sent to Jezebel, saying, Naboth 
is stoned, and is dead. 

15. | And it came to pass, when Jezebel heard 
that Naboth was stoned, and was dead, that 
Jezebel said to Ahab, Arise, take possession of the 
vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite, which he 
refused to give thee for money: for Naboth is not 
alive, but dead. 

16. And it came to pass, when Ahab heard 
that Naboth was dead, that Ahab rose up to 
go down to the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite, 
to take possession of it. 

17. | And the word of the Lorp came to 
Elijah the Tishbite, saying, . 


I KINGS 485 





18. Arise, go down to meet Ahab king 
of Israel, which is in Samaria: behold, he 
is in the vineyard of Naboth, whither he 
is gone down to possess it. 

19. And thou shalt speak unto him, 
saying, Thus saith the Lorp, Hast thou 
killed, and also taken possession? And thou 
shalt speak unto him, saying, Thus saith 
the Lorp, In the place where dogs licked 
the blood of Naboth shall dogs lick thy 
blood, even thine. 

20. And Ahab said to Elijah, Hast 
thou found me, O mine enemy? And he 
answered, I have found thee: because thou 
hast sold thyself to work evil in the sight of 
the Lorp. 

21. Behold, I will bring evil upon 
thee, and will take away thy posterity, 
and will cut off from Ahab him that piss- 
eth against the wall, and him that is shut 
up and left in Israel. 

22. And will make thine house like the 
house of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, and 
like the house of Baasha the son of Ahijah, 
for the provocation wherewith thou hast 
provoked me to anger, and made Israel to 
sin. 

23. And of Jezebel also spake the Lorn, 
saying, The dogs shall eat Jezebel by the 
wall of Jezreel. 

24. Him that dieth of Ahab in the city 
the dogs shall eat; and him that dieth in 
the field shall the fowls of the air eat. 

25. § But there was none like unto 
Ahab, which did sell himself to work 
wickedness in the sight of the Lorp, whom 
Jezebel his wife stirred up. 

26. And he did very abominably in 
following idols, according to all things 
as did the Amorites, whom the Lorp cast 
out before the children of Israel. 

27. And it came to pass, when Ahab 
heard those words, that he rent his clothes, 
and put sackcloth upon his flesh, and 
fasted, and lay in anekelo th and went softly. 

28. And the word of the Lorp came to 
Elijah the Tishbite, saying, 

99. Seest thou how Ahab humbleth himself 
before me? because he humbleth himself before 
me, I will not bring the evil in his days: but in his 
son’s days will I bring the evil upon his house. 


CHAPTER XXII 


1. And they continued three years without 
war between Syria and Israel. 
2. And it came to pass in the third year, 


J. James Tissot. 


ELIJAH BRINGETH FIRE FROM HEAVEN. II Kings i. 12. 
“And Elijah answered and said unto them, If I be a man of God, let fire 
come down from heaven, and consume thee and thy fifty. And the fire 
of God came down from heaven, and consumed him and his fifty.” 
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that Jehoshaphat the king of Judah came down 
to the king of Israel. 

3. And the king of Israel said unto his 
servants, Know ye that Ramoth in Gilead 2s 
ours, and we be still, and take it not out of the 
hand of the king of Syria? . 

4. And he said unto Jehoshaphat, Wilt thou 
go with me to battle to Ramoth-gilead? And 
Jehoshaphat said to the king of Israel, 1 am as 
thou art, my people as thy people, my horses 
as thy horses. 

5. And Jehoshaphat said unto the king of 
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Israel, Inquire, I pray thee, at the word of the 
Lorp to day. 

6. Then the king of Israel gathered the 
prophets together, about four hundred men, 
and said unto them, Shall I go against Ramoth- 
gilead to battle, or shall I forbear? And they 
said, Go up; for the Lord shall deliver tz into 
the hand of the king. 

7. And Jehoshaphat said, Is there not here 
a.prophet of the Lorp besides, that we might 
inquire of him? 

8. And the king of Israel said unto Jehosh- 
aphat, There 1s yet one man, Micaiah the son 
of Imlah, by whom we may inquire of the Lorn: 
but I hate him; for he doth not prophesy good 
concerning me, but evil. And Jehoshaphat 
said, Let not the king say so. 

9. Then the king of Israel called an officer, 
and said, Hasten hither Micaiah the son of 
Imlah. 

10. And the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat 
the king of Judah sat each on his throne, having 
put on their robes, in a void place in the entrance 
of the gate of Samaria; and all the prophets 
prophesied before them. 

11. And Zedekiah the son of Chenaanah 
made him horns of iron: and he said, Thus saith 
the Lorp, With these shalt thou push the 
Syrians, until thou have consumed them. 

12. And all the prophets prophesied so, 
saying, Go up to Ramoth-gilead, and prosper: 
for the Lorp shall deliver zt into the king’s 
hand. 

13. And the messenger that was gone to 
call Micaiah spake unto him, saying, Behold 
now, the words of the prophets declare good unto 
the king with one mouth: let thy word, I pray 
thee, be like the word of one of them, and speak 
that which vs good. 

14. And Micaiah said, As the Lorp liveth, 
what the Lorp saith unto me, that will I speak. 

15. § So he came to the king. And the 
king said unto him, Micaiah, shall we go against 
Ramoth-gilead to battle, or shall we forbear? 
And he answered him, Go, and prosper: for the 
Lorp shall deliver z# into the hand of the king. 

16. And the king said unto him, How many 
times shall I adjure thee that thou tell me 
nothing but that which is true in the name of 
the Lorp? 

17. And he said, I saw all Israel scattered 
upon the hills, as sheep that have not a shepherd: 
and the Lorp said, These have no master: 
let them return every man to his house in peace. 

18. And the king of Israel said unto Jehosh- 
aphat, Did Inot tell thee that he would prophesy 
no good concerning me, but evil? 


19. And he said, Hear thou therefore the word 
of the Lorn: I saw the Lorp sitting on his throne 
and all the host of heaven standing by him on his 
right hand and on his left. 

20. And the Lorp said, Who shall persuade 
Ahab, that he may go up and fall at Ramoth- 
gilead?) And one said on this manner, and 
another said on that manner. 

21. And there came forth a spirit, and stood 
before the Lorn, and said, I will persuade him. 

22. And the Lorp said unto him, Where- 
with? And he said, I will go forth, and I will 
be a lying spirit in the mouth of all his prophets. 
And he said, Thou shalt persuade him, and 
prevail also: go forth, and do so. 

23. Now therefore, behold, the Lorp hath 
put a lying spirit in the mouth of all these thy 
prophets, and the Lorp hath spoken evil con- 
cerning thee. 

24. But Zedekiah the son of Chenaanah 
went near, and smote Micaiah on the cheek, 
and said, Which way went the Spirit of the 
Lorp from me to speak unto thee? 

25. And Micaiah said, Behold, thou shalt 
see in that day, when thou shalt go into an inner 
chamber to hide thyself. 

26. And the king of Israel said, Take Micaiah, 
and carry him back unto Amon the governor 
of the city, and to Joash the king’s son; 

27. And say, Thus saith the king, Put this 
jellow in the prison, and feed him with bread 
of affliction and with water of affliction, until 
I come in peace. 

28. And Micaiah said, If thou return at 
all in peace, the Lorp hath not spoken by 
me. And he said, Hearken, O people, every 
one of you. 

. 29. So the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat the 
king of Judah went up to Ramoth-gilead. 

30. And the king of Israel said unto Jehosha- 
phat, I will disguise myself, and enter into the 
battle; but put thou on thy robes. And the 
king of Israel disguised himself, and went into 
the battle. | 

31. But the king of Syria commanded his 
thirty and two captains that had rule over his 
chariots, saying, Fight neither with small nor 
great, save only with the king of Israel. 

32. And it came to pass, when the captains of 
the chariots saw Jehoshaphat, that they said, 
Surely it 7s the king of Israel. And they turned 
aside to fight against him: and Jehoshaphat 
cried out. 

33. And it came to pass, when the captains 
of the chariots perceived that it was not the 
king of Israel, that they turned back from 
pursuing him. 
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34. And acertain mandrew a bow at a venture, 45. Now the rest of the acts of Jehosha- 
and smote the king of Israel between the joints pay and his might that he shewed, and 
of the harness: wherefore he said unto the driver of now he warred, are they not written in the 


his chariot, Turn thine hand, and carry me out book of the Chronicles of the kings of Judah? 


of the host; for I am wounded. 

35. And the battle increased 
that day: and the king was stayed 
up in his chariot against the Syr- 
ians, and died at even: and the 
blood ran out of the wound into 
the midst of the chariot. 

36. And there went a proc- 
lamation throughout the host 
about the going down of the 
sun, saying, Every man to his 
city, and every man to his own 
country. 

37. § So the king died, and 
was brought to Samaria; and 
they buried the king in Samaria. 

38. And one washed the char- 
iot in the pool of Samaria; and 
the dogs licked up his blood; 
and they washed his armour; 
according unto the word of the 
Lorp which he spake. 

39. Now the rest of the acts 
of Ahab, and all that he did, 
and the ivory house which he 
made, and all the cities that he 
built, are they not written in the 
book of the Chronicles of the 
kings of Israel? 

40. So Ahab slept with his 
fathers; and Ahaziah his son 
reigned in his stead. 

41. § And Jehoshaphat the 
son of Asa began to reign over 
Judah in the fourth year of Ahab 
king of Israel. 

42. Jehoshaphat was thirty 
and five years old when he 
began to reign; and he reigned 
twenty and five years in Jeru- 
salem. And his mother’s name 
was Azubah the daughter of 
Shilhi. 

43. And he walked in all the 
ways of Asa his father; he turned 
not aside from it, doing that 
which was right in the eyes of 
the Lorp: nevertheless the 
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ELIJAH ASCENDS IN A CHARIOT OF FIRE. II Kings ii. 11. 
“And it came to pass, as they still went on, and talked, that, behold, 

there appeared a chariot of fire, and horses of fire, and parted them 
both asunder; and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven.” 


high places were not taken away; jor the 46. And the remnant of the sodomites, 
eople offered and burnt incense yet in the which remained in the days of his father Asa, 
hich places. he took out of the land. 


44. And Jehoshaphat made peace with the 47. There was then no king in Edom: a 


king of Israel. 
(11-26) 


deputy was king. 
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48. Jehoshaphat made ships of Tharshish 
to go to Ophir for gold: but they went not; 
for the ships were broken at Ezion-geber. 

49. Then said Ahaziah the son of Ahab 
unto Jehoshaphat, Let my servants go with 
thy servants in the ships. But Jehoshaphat 
would not. 

50. § And Jehoshaphat slept with his fathers, 
and was buried with his fathers in the city of 
David his father: and Jehoram his son reigned 
in his stead. 





51. § Ahaziah the son of Ahab began to reign 
over Israel in Samaria the seventeenth year of 
Jehoshaphat king of Judah, and reigned two 
years over Israel. 

52. And he did evil in the sight of the Lorn, 
and walked in the way of his father, and in the 
way of his mother, and in the way of Jeroboam 
the son of Nebat, who made Israel to sin: 

53. For he served Baal, and worshipped him, 
and provoked to anger the Lorp God of Israel, 
according to all that his father had done. 
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CHAPTER I 








JHEN Moab rebelled against 
Israel after the death of Ahab. 

2. And Ahaziah fell down 
through a lattice in his upper 
chamber that was in Samaria, 
and was sick: and he sent mes- 

= sengers, and said unto them, 
Go, inquire of Baal-zebub the god of Ekron 
whether I shall recover of this disease. 

3. But the angel of the Lorp said to Elijah 
the Tishbite, Arise, go up to meet the messengers 
of the king of Samaria, and say unto them, Is 
it not because there is not a God in Israel, that 
ye go to inquire of Baal-zebub the god of Ekron? 

4. Now therefore thus saith the Lorp, Thou 
shalt not come down from that bed on which 
thou art gone up, but shalt surely die. And 
Elijah departed. 

5. § And when the messengers turned back 
unto him, he said unto them, Why are ye now 
turned back? 

6. And they said unto him, There came a 
man up to meet us, and said unto us, Go, turn 
again unto the king that sent you, and say 
unto him, Thus saith the Lorp, Js 7¢ not because 
there is not a God in Israel, that thou sendest to 
inquire of Baal-zebub the god of Ekron? there- 
fore thou shalt not come down from that bed 
on which thou art gone up, but shalt surely die. 

7. And he said unto them, What manner of 
man was he which came up to meet you, and 
told you these words? 

8. And they answered him, He was a hairy 
man, and girt with a girdle of leather about his 
loins. And he said, It 2s Elijah the Tishbite. 

9. Then the king sent unto him a captain 
of fifty with his fifty. And he went up to him: 
and, behold, he sat on the top of a hill. And he 
spake unto him, Thou man of God, the king 
hath said, Come down. 

10. And Elijah answered and said to the 
captain of fifty, If I be a man of God, then let 











fire come down from heaven, and consume thee 
and thy fifty. And there came down fire from 
heaven, and consumed him and his fifty. 

11. Again also he sent unto him another 
captain of fifty with his fifty. And he answered 
and said unto him, O man of God, thus hath the 
king said, Come down quickly. 

12. And Elijah answered and said unto 
them, If I be a man of God, let fire come down 
from heaven, and consume thee and thy fifty. 
And the fire of God came down from heaven, 
and consumed him and his fifty. 

13. ¢ And he sent again a-captain of the 
third fifty with his fifty. And the third captain 
of fifty went up, and came and fell on his knees 
before Elijah, and besought him, and said unto 
him, O man of God, I pray thee, let my life, and 
the life of these fifty thy servants, be precious 
in thy sight. 

14. Behold, there came fire down from 
heaven, and burnt up the two captains of the 
former fifties with their fifties: therefore let my 
life now be precious in thy sight. 

15. And the angel of the Lorp said unto 
Elijah, Go down with him: be not afraid of him. 
And he arose, and went down with him unto the 
king. 

16. And he said unto him, Thus saith the 
Lorp, Forasmuch as thou hast sent messengers 
to inquire of Baal-zebub the god of Ekron, is tt 
not because there is no God in Israel to inquire 
of his word? therefore thou shalt not come 
down off that bed on which thou art gone up, 
but shalt surely die. 

17. § So he died according to the word of the 
Lorp which Elijah had spoken. And Jehoram 
reigned in his stead, in the second year of Jehoram 
the son of Jehoshaphat king of Judah; because 
he had no son. 

18. Now the rest of the acts of Ahaziah which 
he did, are they not written in the book of the 
Chronicles of the kings of Israel? 
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CHAPTER II 

















iwccccecece=a| NI) it came to pass, when the 
Lorp would take up Elijah 
=s|into heaven by a_ whirlwind, 
that Elijah went with Elisha 
from Gilgal. 

SZ . 2. And Elijah said unto 
sorereie coeeeers|| Elisha, Tarry here, I pray thee; 














for the Lorp hath sent me to Beth-el. And 
Elisha said unto him, As the Lorp liveth, and as 
thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee. So they 
went down to Beth-el. 

3. And the sons of the prophets that were 
at Beth-el came forth to Elisha, and_ said 
unto him, Knowest thou that the Lorp will 
take away thy master from thy head to day? 
And he said, Yea, I know 7; hold ye your 
peace. 

4. And Elijah said unto him, Elisha, tarry 
here, I pray thee; for the Lorp hath sent me to 
Jericho. And he said, As the Lorp liveth, and 
as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee. So 
they came to Jericho. 

5. And.the sons of the prophets that were 
at Jericho came to Elisha, and said unto him, 
Knowest thou that the Lorp will take away thy 
master from thy head to day? And he answered, 
Yea, I know tt; hold ye your peace. 

6. And Elijah said unto him, Tarry, I pray 
thee, here; for the Lorp hath sent me to Jordan. 
And he said, As the Lorp liveth, and as thy soul 
liveth, I will not leave thee. And they two 
went on. 

7. And fifty men of the sons of the prophets 
went, and stood to view afar off: and they two 
stood by Jordan. 

8. And Elijah took his mantle, and wrapped 
ut together, and smote the waters, and they were 
divided hither and thither, so that they two 
went over on dry ground. 

9. § And it came to pass, when they were 
gone over, that Elijah said unto Elisha, Ask 
what I shall do for thee, before I be taken away 
from thee. And Elisha said, I pray thee, let a 
double portion of thy spirit be upon me. 

10. And he said, Thou hast asked a hard 
thing: nevertheless, if thou see me when I am 
taken from thee, it shall be so unto thee; but 
if not,-it shall not be so. 

11. And it came to pass, as they still went 
on, and talked, that, behold, there appeared a 
chariot of fire, and horses of fire, and parted 
them both asunder; and Elijah went up by a 
whirlwind into heaven. 

12. § And Elisha saw it, and he cried, My 
father, my father, the chariot of Israel, and the 


horsemen thereof! And he saw him no more: 
and he took hold of his own clothes, and rent 
them in two pieces. 

13. He took up also the mantle of Elijah 
that fell from him, and went back, and stood 
by the bank of Jordan; 

14. And he took the mantle of Elijah that 
fell from him, and smote the waters, and said, 
Where is the Lorp God of Elijah? And when 
he also had smitten the waters, they parted 
hither and thither: and Elisha went over. 

15. And when the sons of the prophets which 
were to view at Jericho saw him, they said, The 
spirit of Elijah doth rest on Elisha. And they 
came to meet him, and bowed themselves to 
the ground before him. 

16. § And they said unto him, Behold now, 
there be with thy servants fifty strong men; let 
them go, we pray thee, and seek thy master: 
lest peradventure the Spirit of the Lorp hath 
taken him up, and cast him upon some mountain, 
or into some valley. And he said, Ye shall not 
send. 

17. And when they urged him till he was 
ashamed, he said, Send. ‘They sent therefore 
fifty men; and they sought three days, but found 
him not. 

18. And when they came again to him, (for 
he tarried at Jericho,) he said unto them, Did 
I not say unto you, Go not? 

19. § And the men of the city said unto 
Elisha, Behold, I pray thee, the situation of this 
city is pleasant, as my lord seeth: but the water 
is naught, and the ground barren. 

20. And he said, Bring me a new cruse, 
and put salt therein. And they brought 7% 
to him. 

21. And he went forth unto the spring of the 
waters, and cast the salt in there, and said, 
Thus saith the Lorp, I have healed these waters; 
there shall not be from thence any more death 
or barren land. 

22. So the waters were healed unto this 
day, according to the saying of Elisha which 
he spake. 

23. § And he went up from thence unto 
Beth-el: and as he was going up by the way, 
there came forth little children out of the city, 
and mocked him, and said unto him, Go up, 
thou bald head; go up, thou bald head. 

24. And he turned back, and looked on 
them, and cursed them in the name of the 
Lorp. And there came forth two she bears 
out of the wood, and tare forty and two children 
of them. 

25. And he went from thence to mount 
Carmel, and from thence he returned to Samaria. 
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CHAPTER III 
OW Jehoram the son of Ahab 


M| began to reign over Israel in 
4i| Samaria in the eighteenth year 
Yam) ol Jehoshaphat king of Judah, 

4) and reigned twelve years. © 

2. And he wrought evil in the 
sight of the Lorp; but not like 
his father, and like his mother: for he put away 
the image of Baal that his father had made. 

3. Nevertheless he cleaved unto 
the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, 
which made Israel to sin; he departed 
not therefrom. 

4. § And Mesha king of Moab 
was a sheepmaster, and rendered unto 
the king of Israel a hundred thousand 
lambs, and a hundred thousand rams, 
with the wool. 

5. Butit came to pass, when Ahab 
was dead, that the king of Moab 
rebelled against the king of Israel. 

6. § And king Jehoram went out 
of Samaria the same time, and num- 
bered all Israel. 

7. And he went and sent to Jehosh- 
aphat the king of Judah, saying, The 
king of Moab hath rebelled against 
me: wilt thou go with me against 
Moab to battle? And he said, I will 
go up: I am as thou art, my people 
as thy people, and my horses as thy 
horses. 

8. And he said, Which way shall 
we go up? And he answered, he 
way through the wilderness of Edom. 

9. So the king of Israel went, and 
the king of Judah, and the king of 
Edom: and they fetched a compass of 
seven days’ journey: and there was 
no water for the eee and for the 
cattle that followed them. 

10. And the king of Israel said, 
Alas! that the Lorp hath called these 
three kings together, to deliver them 
into the hand of Moab! 

11. But Jehoshaphat said, Js 
there not here a prophet of the Lorn, 
that we may inquire of the Lorp 
by him? And one of the king of 
Israel’s servants answered and said, 
Here is Elisha the son of Shaphat, 
which poured water on the hands of 
Elijah. 

12. And Jehoshaphat said, The 
word of the Lorp is with him. So the 
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king of Israel and Jehoshaphat and the king 
of Edom went down to him. 

13. And Elisha said unto the king of Israel, 
What have I to do with thee? get thee to the 
prophets of thy father, and to the prophets of 
thy mother. And the king of Israel said unto 
him, Nay: for the Lorp hath called these three 
kings together, to deliver them into the hand 
of Moab. 

. 14. And Elisha said, As the Lorp of hosts 
liveth, before whom I stand, surely, were it not 
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that I regard the presence of Jehoshaphat the 
king of Judah, I would not look toward thee, nor 
see thee. 

15. But now bring me a minstrel. And it 
came to pass, when the minstrel played, that the 
hand of the Lorp came upon him. 

16. And he said, Thus saith the Lorp, Make 
this valley full of ditches. ° 

17. For thus saith the Lorp, Ye shall not 
see wind, neither shall ye see rain; yet that valley 
shall be filled with water, that ye may drink, 
both ye, and your cattle, and your beasts. 

18. And this is but a light thing in the sight 
of the Lorn: he will deliver the Moabites also 
into your hand. 

19. And ye shall smite every fenced city, and 
every choice city, and shall fell every good tree, 
and stop all wells of water, and mar every good 
piece of land with stones. 

20. And it came to pass in the morning, when 
the meat offering was offered, that, behold, there 
came water by the way of Edom, and the 
country was filled with water. 

21. § And when all the Moabites heard that 
the kings were come up to fight against them, 
they gathered all that were able to put on armour, 
and upward, and stood in the border. 

22. And they rose up early in the morning, 
and the sun shone upon the water, and the 
Moabites saw the water on the other side as red 
as blood: 

23. And they said, This 2s blood: the kings 
are surely slain, and they have smitten one 
another: now therefore, Moab, to the spoil. 

24. And when they came to the camp of 
Israel, the Israelites rose up and smote the 
Moabites, so that they fled before them: but they 
went forward smiting the Moabites,. even in 
their country. 

25. And they beat down the cities, and 
on every good piece of land cast every man his 
stone, and filled it; and they stopped all the 
wells of water, and felled all the good trees: 
only an Kir-haraseth left they the stones 
thereof; howbeit the slingers went about 2, and 
smote it. 

26. § And when the king of Moab saw that 
the battle was too sore for him, he took with 
him seven hundred men that drew swords, to 
break through even unto the king of Edom: 
but they could not. 

27. ‘Then he took his eldest son that should 
have reigned in his stead, and offered him for 
a burnt offering upon the wall. And _ there 
was great indignation against Israel: and they 
departed from him, and returned to their own 
land. 


CHAPTER IV 


eed] W there cried a certain woman 
Wi} of the wives of the sons of the 
/) prophets unto Elisha, saying, 
ya| hy servant my husband is 
| dead; and thou knowest that 

| thy servant did fear the Lorn: 
= N and the creditor is come to take 
unto him my two sons to be bondmen. 

2. And Elisha said unto her, What shall I 
do for thee? tell me, what hast thou in the house? 
And she said, Thine handmaid hath not anything 
in the house, save a pot of oil. 

3. Then he said, Go, borrow thee vessels 
abroad of all thy neighbours, even empty vessels; 
borrow not a few. 

4. And when thou art come in, thou shalt 
shut the door upon thee and upon thy sons, and 
shalt pour out into all those vessels, and thou 
shalt set aside that which is full. 

5. So she went from him, and shut the door 
upon her and upon her sons, who brought the 
vessels to her; and she poured out. 

6. And it came to pass, when the vessels 
were full, that she said unto her son, Bring me 
yet a vessel. And he said unto her, There vs 
not a vessel more. And the oil stayed. 

7. Then she came and told the man of God. 
And he said, Go, sell the oil, and pay thy debt, 
and live thou and thy children of the rest. 

8. § And it fell on a day, that Elisha passed 
to Shunem, where was a great woman; and she 
constrained him to eat bread. And so it was, 
that as oft as he passed by, he turned in thither 
to eat bread. 

9. And she said unto her husband, Behold 
now, I perceive that this is a holy man of God, 
which passeth by us continually. 

10. Let us make a little chamber, I pray thee, 
on the wall; and let us set for him there a bed, 
and a table, and a stool, and a candlestick: and 
it shall be, when he cometh to us, that he shall 
turn in thither. 

11. And it fell on a day, that he came 
thither, and he turned into the chamber, and 
lay there. 

12. And he said to Gehazi his servant, Call 
this Shunammite. And when he had ealled her, 
she stood before him. 

13. And he said unto him, Say now unto her, 
Behold, thou hast been careful for us with all 
this care; what 2s to be done for thee? wouldest 
thou be spoken for to the king, or to the captain 
of the host? And she answered, I dwell among 
mine own people. 

14. And he said, What then zs to be done for 
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her? And Gehazi answered, Verily she hath 
no child, and her husband is old. 

15. And he said, Call her. And when he had 
called her, she stood in the door. 

16. And he said, About this season, according 
to the time of life, thou shalt embrace a son. 
And she said, Nay, my lord, thou man of God, 
do not lie unto thine handmaid. 

17. And the woman conceived, and bare a 
son at that season that Elisha had said unto her, 
according to the time of life. 

18. | And when the child was grown, it fell 
on a day, that he went out to his father to the 
reapers. 

19. And he said unto his father, My head, 
my head! And he said to a lad, Carry him to 
his mother. 

20. And when he had taken him, and brought 

(11-27) 


him to his mother, he sat on her knees till noon, 
and then died. 

21. And she went up, and laid him on the bed 
of the man of God, and shut the door upon him, 
and went out. 

22. And she called unto her husband, and 
said, Send me, I pray thee, one of the young men, 
and one of the asses, that I may run to the man 
of God, and come again. 

23. And he said, Wherefore wilt thou go to 
him to day? i is neither new moon, nor sabbath. 
And she said, Jt shall be well. 

24. Then she saddled an ass and said to her 
servant, Drive, and go forward; slack not thy 
riding for me, except I bid thee. 

25. So she went and came unto the man of 
God to mount Carmel. And it came to pass, 
when the man of God saw her afar off, that he 
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said to Gehazi his servant, Behold, yonder is 
that Shunammite: 

26. Run now, I pray thee, to meet her, and 
say unto her, Is it well with thee? is i well with 
thy husband? is it well with the child? And 
she answered, Jt zs well. 

927. And when she came to the man of God 
to the hill, she caught him by the feet: but 
Gehazi came near to thrust her away. And the 
man of God said, Let her alone; for her soul is 
vexed within her: and the Lorp hath hid 7 
from me, and hath not told me. 

28. Then she said, Did I desire a son of my 
lord? did I not say, Do not deceive me? 

29. Then he said to Gehazi, Gird up thy 
loins, and take my staff in thine hand, and go 
thy way: if thou meet any man, salute him not; 
and if any salute thee, answer him not again: 
and lay my staff upon the face of the child. 

30. And the mother of the child said, As 
the Lorp liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not 
leave thee. And he arose, and followed her. 

31. And Gehazi passed on before them, and 
laid the staff upon the face of the child; but 
there was neither voice, nor hearing. Wherefore 
he went again to meet him, and told him, saying, 
The child is not awaked. 

32. And when Elisha was come into the house, 
behold, the child was dead, and laid upon his bed. 

33. He went in therefore, and shut the door 
upon them twain, and prayed unto the Lorn. 

34. And he went up, and lay upon the child, 
and put his mouth upon his mouth, and his 
eyes upon his eyes, and his hands upon his hands: 
and he stretched himself upon the child; and the 
flesh of the child waxed warm. 

35. Then he returned, and walked in the 
house to and fro; and went up, and stretched 
himself upon him: and the child sneezed seven 
times, and the child opened his eyes. 

36. And he called Gehazi, and said, Call 
this Shunammite. So he called her. And when 
she was come in unto him, he said, Take up 
thy son. 

37. “Then she went in, and fell at his feet, 
and bowed herself to the ground, and took up 
her son, and went out. 

38. § And Elisha came again to Gilgal: and 
there was a dearth in the land; and the sons of the 
prophets were sitting before him: and he said unto 
his servant, Set on the great pot, and seethe 
pottage for the sons of the prophets. 

39. And one went out into the field to gather 
herbs, and found a wild vine, and gathered 
thereof wild gourds his lap full, and came and 
shred them into the pot of pottage: for they knew 
them not. 


40. So they poured out for the men to eat. 
And it came to pass, as they were eating of the 
pottage, that they cried out, and said, O thou 
man of God, there 1s death in the pot. And 
they could not eat thereof. 

41. But he said, Then bring meal. And 
he cast 7 into the pot; and he said, Pour out for 
the people, that they may eat. And there was 
no harm in the pot. 

42. § And there came a man from Baal- 
shalisha, and brought the man of God bread of 
the firstfruits, twenty loaves of barley, and full 
ears of corn in the husk thereof. And he said, 
Give unto the people, that they may eat. 

43. And his servitor said, What, should I 
set this before a hundred men? He said again, 


Give the people, that they may eat: for thus 
saith the Lorp, They shall eat, and shall leave 
thereof. 

44. So he set zt before them, and they did 
eat, and left thereof, according to the word of 
the Lorp. 


CHAPTER V 


seq] W Naaman, captain of the 
| host of the king of Syria, was a 
i great man with his master, and 
¥a| honourable, because by him the 

3 Lorp had given deliverance unto 
Syria: he was also a mighty man 
in valour, but he was a leper. 

2. And the Syrians had gone out by com- 
panies, and had brought away captive out of 
the land of Israel a little maid; and she waited 
on Naaman’s wife. 

3. And she said unto her mistress, Would 
God my lord were with the prophet that is in 
Samaria! for he would recover him of his leprosy. 

4. And one went in, and told his lord, saying, 
Thus and thus said the maid that zs of the land 
of Israel. 

5. And the king of Syria said, Go to, go, 
and I will send a letter unto the king of Israel. 
And he departed, and took with him ten talents 
of silver, and six thousand pieces of gold, and ten 
changes of raiment. 

6. And he brought the letter to the king of 
Israel, saying, Now when this letter is come unto 
thee, behold, I have therewith sent Naaman my 
servant to thee, that thou mayest recover him 
of his leprosy. 

7. And it came to pass, when the king of 
Israel had read the letter, that he rent his 
clothes, and said, Am I God, to kill and to make 
alive, that this man doth send unto me to 
recover a man of his leprosy? Wherefore con- 
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sider, I pray you, and see how he seeketh a 
quarrel against me. 

8. § And it was so, when Elisha the man of 
God had heard that the king of Israel had rent 
his clothes, that 
he sent to the 
king, saying, 
Wherefore hast 
thou rent thy 
clothes? let him 
come now to 
me, and he shall 
know that there 
is a prophet in 
Israel. 

9. So Naa- 
man came with 
his horses and 
with his char- 
iot, and stood 
at the door of 
the house of 
Elisha. 

10. And Eli- 
sha sent a mes- 
senger unto him, 
saying, Go and 
wash in Jordan 
seven times, 
and thy flesh 
shall come again 
to thee, and 
thou shalt be 
clean. 

11. But Naa- 
man was wroth, and went away, and _ said, 
Behold, I thought, He will surely come out to 
me, and stand, and call on the name of the 
Lorp his God, and strike his hand over the 
place, and recover the leper. 

12. Are not Abana and Pharpar, rivers of 
Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel? 
may I not wash in them, and be clean? So he 
turned and went away in a rage. 

13. And his servants came near, and spake 
unto him, and said, My father, 77 the prophet 
had bid thee do some great thing, wouldest thou 
not have done it? how much rather then, when 
he saith to thee, Wash, and be clean? 

14. Then went he down, and dipped himself 
seven times in Jordan, according to the saying 
of the man of God: and his flesh came again like 
unto the flesh of a little child, and he was clean. 

15. § And he returned to the man of God, 
he and all his company, and came, and stood 
before him: and he said, Behold, now I know 
that there is no God in all the earth, but in 

(II-27*) 
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Israel: now therefore, I pray thee, take a blessing 
of thy servant. 

16. But he said, As the Lorp liveth, before 
whom I stand, I will receive none. And he 
urged him to 
take it; but he 
refused. 

17. And Naa- 
man said, Shall 
there not then, 
I pray thee, 
be given to 
thy servant two 
mules’ burden 
of earth? for 
thy servant will 
henceforth offer 
neither burnt 
offering nor sac- 
rifice unto other 
gods, but unto 
the Lorp. 

18 4In this 
thing the Lorp 
pardon thy ser- 
vant, that when 
my master goeth 
into the house 
of Rimmon_ to 
worship there, 
and he leaneth 
on my hand, and 
L bow myself in 
the house of 
Rimmon: when 
I bow down myself in the house of Rimmon, the 
Lorp pardon thy servant in this thing. 

19. And he said unto him, Go in peace. So 
he departed from him a little way. 

20. § But Gehazi, the servant of Elisha the 
man of God, said, Behold, my master hath 
spared Naaman this Syrian, in not receiving at 
his hands that which he brought: but, as the 
Lorp liveth, I will run after him, and take 
somewhat of him. 

21. So Gehazi followed after Naaman. And 
when Naaman saw him running after him, he 
lighted down from the chariot to meet him, and 
said, Is all well? 

22. And he said, All 7s well. My master 
hath sent me, saying, Behold, even now there 
be come to me from mount Ephraim two young 
men of the sons of the prophets: give them, I 
pray thee, a talent of silver, and two changes of 
garments. 

23. And Naaman said, Be content, take two 
talents. And he urged him, and bound two 
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talents of silver in two bags, with two changes 
of garments, and laid them upon two of his 
servants: and they bare them before him. 

Q4., And when he came to the tower, he 
took them from their hand, and bestowed them 
in the house: and he let the men go, and they 
departed. 

25. But he went in, and stood before his 
master. And Elisha ead unto him, Whence 
comest thou, Gehazi? And he said, Thy servant 
went no whither. 

26. And he said unto him, Went not mine 
heart with thee, when the man turned again 
from his chariot to meet thee? Js 7 a time, to 


receive money, and to receive garments, and 
olive yards, and vineyards, and sheep, and oxen, 
and menservants, and maidservants? 

27. The leprosy therefore of Naaman shall 
cleave unto thee, and unto thy seed for ever. 
And he went out from his presence a leper as 
white as snow. 


CHAPTER VI 


“|ND the sons of the prophets said 
fae nto Elisha, Behold now, the 

lace where we dwell with thee 
}is too strait for us. 









yjunto Jordan, and take thence 
sere|}every man a beam, and let us 
make us a place there, where we may dwell. 
And he answered, Go ye. 

3. And one said, Be content, I pray thee, 
and go with thy servants. And he answered, 
I will go. 

4. So he went with them. And when they 
came to Jordan, they cut down wood. 

5. But as one was felling a beam, the axe 
head fell into the water: and he cried, and. said, 
Alas, master! for it was borrowed. 

6. And the man of God said, Where fell it? 
And he shewed him the place. And he cut 
down-a stick, and cast 27 in thither; and the 
iron did swim. 

7. Therefore said he, Take 2 up to thee. 
And he put out his hand, and took it. 

8. | Then the king of Syria warred against 
Israel, and took counsel with his servants, saying, 
In such and such a place shall be my camp. 

9. And the man of God sent unto the king 
of Israel, saying, Beware that thou pass not such 
a place; for thither the Syrians are come down. 

10. And the king of Israel sent to the place 
which the man of God told him and warned him 
of, and saved himself there, not once nor twice. 

11. ‘Therefore the heart of the king of Syria 





2. Let us go, we pray thee,. 


was sore troubled for this thing; and he called 
his servants, and said unto them, Will ye not 
shew me which of us zs for the king of Israel? 

12. And one of his servants said, None, my 
lord, O king: but Elisha, the prophet that 2s 
in Israel, telleth the king of Israel the words that 
thou speakest i in thy bedchamber. 

13. § And he said, Go and spy where he is, 
that I may send and fetch him. And it was told 
him, saying, Behold, he 7s in Dothan. 

14. Therefore sent he thither horses, and 
chariots, and a great host: and they came by 
night, and compassed the city about. 

15. And when the servant of the man of God 
was risen early, and gone forth, behold, a host 
compassed the city both with horses and chariots. 
And his servant said unto him, Alas, my master! 
how shall we do? 

16. And he answered, Fear not: for they 
that be with us are more than they that be with 
them. 

17. And Elisha prayed, and said, Lorp, I 
pray thee, open his eyes, that he may see. And 
the Lorp opened the eyes of the young man; 
and he saw: and, behold, the mountain was 
full of horses and chariots of fire round about 
Elisha. 

18. And when they came down to him, 
Elisha prayed unto the Lorp, and said, Smite 
this people, I pray thee, with blindness. And he 
smote them with blindness according to the 
word of Elisha. 

19. § And Elisha said unto them, This ts 
not the way, neither zs this the city: follow me, 
and I will bring you to the man whom ye seek. 
But he led them to Samaria. 

20. And it came. to pass, when they were 
come into Samaria, that Elisha said, Lorp, open 
the eyes of these men, that they may see. And 
the Lorp opened their eyes, and they saw; and, 
behold, they were in the midst of Samaria. 

21. And the king of Israel said unto Elisha, 
when he saw them, My father, shall I smite 
them? shall I smite them? 

22. And he answered, Thou shalt not smite 
them: wouldest thou smite those whom thou hast 
taken captive with thy sword and with thy bow? 
set bread and water before them, that they may 
eat and drink, and go to their master. 

23. And he prepared great provision for 
them: and when they had eaten and drunk, he 
sent them away, and they went to their master. 
So the bands of Syria came no more into the land 
of Israel. 

24. § And it came to pass after this, that 
Ben-hadad king of Syria gathered all his host, 
and went up, and besieged Samaria. 
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25. And there was a great famine in Samaria: 
and, behold, they besieged it, until an ass’s head 
was sold for fourscore pieces of silver, and the 
fourth part of a cab of dove’s dung for five 
preces of silver. 

26. And as the king of Israel was passing by 
upon the wall, there cried a woman unto him, 
saying, Help, my lord, O king. 

27. And he said, If the Lorp do not help 
thee, whence shall I help thee? out of the barn- 
floor, or out of the winepress? 

28. And the king said unto her, What aileth 
thee? And she answered, This woman said 
unto me, Give thy son, that we may eat him 
to day, and we will eat my son to morrow. 

29. So we boiled my son, and did eat him: and 
I said unto her on the next day, Give thy son, 
that we may eat him: and she hath hid her son. 

30. § And it came to pass, when the king 
heard the words of the woman, that he rent his 
clothes; and he passed by upon the wall, and 
the people looked, and, behold, he had sackcloth 
within upon his flesh. 

31. Then he said, God do so and more also 
to me, if the head of Elisha the son of Shaphat 
shall stand on him this day. 

32. But Elisha sat in his house, and the 
elders sat with him; and the king sent a man 
from before him: but ere the messenger came 
to him, he said to the elders, See ye how this son 
of a murderer hath sent to take away mine head? 
look, when the messenger cometh, shut the door, 
and hold him fast at the door: zs not the sound 
of his master’s feet behind him? 

33. And while he yet talked with them, 
behold, the messenger came down unto him: 
and he said, Behold, this evil is of the Lorp; 
what should I wait for the Lorp any longer? 


CHAPTER VII 


jeceeeese=—~4)11EN Elisha said, Hear ye the 
word of the Lorp; Thus saith 
=; the Lorp, To morrow about 
(|| this time shall a measure of fine 
wa| flour be sold for a shekel, and 
\ 3) two measures of barley for a 
Peeneses===5j} shekel, in the gate of Samaria. 

2. Then a lord on whose hand the king leaned 
answered the man of God, and said, Behold, 7 
the Lorp would make windows in _ heaven, 
might this thing be? And he said, Behold, thou 
shalt see 2 with thine eyes, but shalt not eat 
thereof. 

3. § And there were four leprous men at the 
entering in of the gate: and they said one to 
another, Why, sit we here until we die? 





4. If we say, We will enter into the city, 
then the famine is in the city, and we shall die 
there: and if we sit still here, we die also. Now 
therefore come, and let us fall unto the host of 
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“And he said, Throw her down. So they threw her 


down: and some of her blood was sprinkled on the 
wall, and on the horses: and he trode her under foot.” 


the Syrians: if they save us alive, we shall live; 
and if they kill us, we shall but die. 

5. And they rose up in the twilight, to go 
unto the camp of the Syrians: and when they 
were come to the uttermost part of the camp of 
Syria, behold, there was no man there. 

6. For the Lorp had made the host of the 
Syrians to hear a noise of chariots, and a noise 
of horses, even the noise of a great host: and se! 
said one to another, Lo, the king of Israel hat 
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hired against us the kings of the Hittites, and the 
kings of the Egyptians, to come upon us. 

7. Wherefore they arose and fled in the 
twilight, and left their tents, and their horses, 
and their asses, even the camp as it was, and 
fled for their life. 

8. And when these lepers came to the utter- 
most part of the camp, they went into one tent, 
and did eat and drink, and carried thence sil- 
ver, and gold, and raiment, and went and hid 
it; and came again, and entered into another 
tent, and carried thence also, and went and 
hid it. 

9. Then they said one to another, We do 
not well: this day is a day of good tidings, and 
we hold our peace: if we tarry till the morning 
light, some mischief will come upon us: now 
therefore, come, that we may go and tell the 
king’s household. 

10. So they came and called unto the porter 
of the city: and they told them, saying, We 
came to the camp of the Syrians, and, behold, 
there was no man there, neither voice of man, 
but horses tied, and asses tied, and the tents 
as they were. 

11. And he called the porters; and they told 
it to the king’s house within. 

12. § And the king arose in the night, and 
said unto his servants, I will now shew you what 
the Syrians have done to us. They know that 
we be hungry; therefore are they gone out of the 
camp to hide themselves in the field, saying, 
When they come out of the city, we shall catch 
them alive, and get into the city. 

13. And one of his servants answered and 
said, Let some take, I pray thee, five of the 
horses that remain, which are left in the city, 
(behold, they are as all the multitude of Israel 
that are left in it: behold, I say, they are even 
as all the multitude of the Israelites that are 
consumed:) and let us send and see. 

14. They took therefore two chariot horses; 
and the king sent after the host of the Syrians, 
saying, Go and see. 

15. And they went after them unto Jordan: 
and, lo, all the way was full of garments and 
vessels, which the Syrians had cast away in their 
haste. And the messengers returned, and told 
the king. 

16. And the people went out, and spoiled the 
tents of the Syrians. So a measure of fine flour 
was sold for a shekel, and two measures of 
barley for a shekel, according to the word of 
the Lorp. 

17. {| And the king appointed the lord on 
whose hand he leaned to have the charge of the 
gate: and the people trode upon him in the gate, 


and he died, as the man of God had said, who 
spake when the king came down to him. 

18. And it came to pass as the man of God 
had spoken to the king, saying, ‘Two measures 
of barley for a shekel, and a measure of fine flour 
for a shekel, shall be to morrow about this time 
in the gate of Samaria: 

19. And that lord answered the man of God, 
and said, Now, behold, 77 the Lorp should make 
windows in heaven, might such a thing be? 
And he said, Behold, thou shalt see it with thine 
eyes, but shalt not eat thereof. 

20. And so it fell out unto him: for the 
people trode upon him in the gate, and he died. 


CHAPTER VIII 











HEN spake Elisha unto the wo- 
man, whose son he had restored, 
3| to life, saying, Arise, and go thou 

and thine household, and sojourn 
wheresoever thou canst sojourn: 
for the Lorp hath called for a 
famine; and it shall also come 
upon the land seven years. 

2. And the woman arose, and did after the 
saying of the man of God: and she went with 
her household, and sojourned in the land of the 
Philistines seven years. 

3. And it came to pass at the seven years’ 
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end, that the woman returned out of the land of 


the Philistines: and she went forth to cry unto 
the king for her house and for her land. 

- 4. And the king talked with Gehazi the 
servant of the man of God, saying, Tell me, 
I pray thee, all the great things that Elisha 
hath done. 

5. And it came to pass, as he was telling the 
king how he had restored a dead body to life, 
that, behold, the woman, whose son he had 
restored to life, cried to the king for her house and 
for her land. And Gehazi said, My lord, O 
king, this 7s the woman, and this zs her son, 
whom Elisha restored to life. 

6. And when the king asked the woman, 
she told him. So the king appointed unto her 
a certain officer, saying, Restore all that was 
hers, and all the fruits of the field since the day 
that she left the land, even until now. 

7. § And Elisha came to Damascus; and 
Ben-hadad the king of Syria was sick; and it 
was told him, saying, The man of God is 
come hither. 

8. And the king said unto Hazael, Take a 
present in thine hand, and go, meet the man of 
God, and inquire of the Lorp by him, saying, 
Shall I recover of this disease? 


II KINGS 501 





9. So Hazael went to meet him, and took a 
present with him, even of every good thing of 
Damascus, forty camels’ burden, and came and 
stood before him, and said, Thy son Ben-hadad 
king of Syria hath sent me _ to 
thee, saying, Shall I recover of 
this disease? 

10. And Elisha said unto him, 
Go, say unto him, Thou mayest 
certainly recover: howbeit the Lorp 
hath shewed me that he shall 
surely die. 

11. And he settled his counte- 
nance steadfastly, until he was 
ashamed: and the man of God 
wept. 

12. And MHazael said, Why 
weepeth my lord? And he an- 
swered, Because I know the evil 
that thou wilt do unto the chil- 
dren of Israel: their strong holds 
wilt thou set on fire, and their 
young men wilt thou slay with the 
sword, and wilt dash their chil- 
dren, and rip up their women 
with child. 

13. And Hazael said, But what, 
as thy servant a dog, that he 
should do this great thing? And 
Elisha answered, The Lorp hath 
shewed me that thou shalt be king 
over Syria. 

14. So he departed from Elisha, 
and came to his master; who said 
to him, What said Elisha to thee? 
And he answered, He told me that 
thou shouldest surely recover. 

15. And it came to pass on 
the morrow, that he took a thick 
cloth, and dipped t in water, and spread zt on 
his face, so that he died: and alae ned in 
his stead. 

16. § And in the fifth year of Joram the son 
of Ahab king of Israel, Jehoshaphat being then 
king of Judah, Jehoram the son of Jehoshaphat 
king of Judah began to reign. 

_ 1%. Thirty and two years old was he when 
he began to reign; and he reigned eight years 
in Jerusalem. 

18. And he walked in the way of the kings 
of Israel, as did the house of Ahab; for the daugh- 
ter of Ahab was his wife: and he did evil in the 
sight of the Lorp. 

19. Yet the Lorp would not destroy Judah 
for David his servant’s sake, as he promised him 
to give him always a light, and to his children. 

20. § In his days Edom revolted from under 


J. James Tissot. 
THE TWO HEAPS OF SKULLS AT THE CITY GATE. II Kings x. 8. 
“And there came a messenger, and told him, saying, They have 
brought the heads of the king’s sons. And he said, Lay ye them 
in two heaps at the entering in of the gate until the morning.” 


the hand of Judah, and made a king over 
themselves. 

21. So Joram went over to Zair, and all the 
chariots with him: and he rose by night, and 
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smote the Edomites which compassed him about, 
and the captains of the chariots: and the people 
fled into their tents. 

22. Yet Edom revolted from under the hand 
of Judah unto this day. Then Libnah revolted 
at the same time. 

23. And the rest of the acts of Joram, and 
all that he did, are they not written in the book 
of the Chronicles of the kings of Judah? 

24. And Joram slept with his fathers, and 
was buried with his fathers in the city of 
David: and Ahaziah his son reigned in his. 
stead. 

25. § In the twelfth year of Joram the son 
of Ahab king of Israel did Ahaziah the son of 
Jehoram king of Judah begin to reign. 

26. Two and twenty years old was Ahaziah 
when he began to reign; and he reigned one year 
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in Jerusalem. And his mother’s name was 
Athaliah, the daughter of Omri king of Israel. 

27. And he walked in the way of the house of 
Ahab, and did evil in the sight of the Lorp, as 
did the house of Ahab: for he was the son in law 
of the house of Ahab. 

28. § And he went with Joram the son of 
Ahab to the war against Hazael king of Syria 
in Ramoth-gilead; and the Syrians wounded 
Joram. 

29. And king Joram went back to be healed 
in Jezreel of the wounds which the Syrians had 
given him at Ramah, when he fought against 
Hazael king of Syria. And Ahaziah the son of 
Jehoram king of Judah went down to see Joram 
the son of Ahab in Jezreel, because he was sick. 


CHAPTER IX 

















swiweecweeed| NL) Klisha the prophet called one 
| of the children of the prophets, 
Ssjand said unto him, Gird up 
{i|thy loins, and take this box 
‘of oil in thine hand, and go 
| to Ramoth-gilead: 

eieiweeisciere) 2. And when thou comest 
thither, look out there Jehu the son of Jehosha- 
phat the son of Nimshi, and go in, and make him 
arise up from among his brethren, and carry 
him to an inner chamber; 

3. Then take the box of oil, and pour 7 on 
his head, and say, Thus saith the Lorp, I have 
anointed thee king over Israel. ‘Then open 
the door, and flee, and tarry not. 

4. § So the young man, even the young man 
the prophet, went to Ramoth-gilead. 

5. And when he came, behold, the captains 
of the host were sitting; and he said, I have an 
errand to thee, O captain. And Jehu said, Unto 
which of all us? And he said, To thee, O 
captain. 

6. And he arose, and went into the house; and 
he poured the oil on his head, and said unto him, 
Thus. saith the Lorp God of Israel, I have 
anointed thee king over the people of the Lorn, 
even over Israel. 

7. And thou shalt smite the house of Ahab 
thy master, that I may avenge the blood of my 
servants the prophets, and the blood of all the 
servants of the Lorp, at the hand of Jezebel. 

8. For the whole house of Ahab shall perish: 
and I will cut off from Ahab him that pisseth 
against the wall, and him that is shut up and 
left in Israel: 

9. And I will make the house of Ahab like the 
house of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, and like 
the house of Baasha the son of Ahijah: 










10. And the dogs shall eat Jezebel in the 
portion of Jezreel, and there shall be none to bury 
her. And he opened the door, and fled. 

11. § Then Jehu came forth to the servants 
of his lord: and one said unto him, /s all well? 
wherefore came this mad fellow to thee? And 
he said unto them, Ye know the man, and his 
communication. 

12. And they said, /¢ is false; tell us now. 
And he said, Thus and thus spake he to me, 
saying, Thus saith the Lorp, I have anointed 
thee king over Israel. 

13. ‘Then they hasted, and took every man 
his garment, and put 7 under him on the top 
of the stairs, and blew with trumpets, saying, 
Jehu is king. 

14. So Jehu the son of Jehoshaphat the son of 
Nimshi conspired against Joram. (Now Joram 
had kept Ramoth-gilead, he and all Israel, 
because of Hazael king of Syria. 

15. But king Joram was returned to be 
healed in Jezreel of the wounds which the Syrians 
had given him, when he fought with Hazael king 
of Syria.) And Jehu said, If it be your minds, 
then let none go forth nor escape out of the city to 
go to tell ez in Jezreel. 

16. So Jehu rode in a chariot, and went to 
Jezreel; for Joram lay there. And Ahaziah king 
of Judah was come down to see Joram. 

17. And there stood a watchman on the 
tower in Jezreel, and he spied the company of 
Jehu as he came, and said, [seeacompany. And 
Joram said, Take a horseman, and send to meet 
them, and let him say, Is it peace? 

18. So there went one on horseback to meet 
him, and said, Thus saith the king, Is a peace? 
And Jehu said, What hast thou to do with peace? 
turn thee behind me. And the watchman told, 
saying, The messenger came to them, but he 
cometh not again. 

19. Then he sent out a second on horse- 
back, which came to them, and said, Thus 
saith the king, Is it peace? And Jehu answered, 
What hast thou to do with peace? turn thee 
behind me. 

20. And the watchman told, saying, He came 
even unto them, and cometh not again: and the 
driving is like the driving of Jehu the son of 
Nimshi; for he driveth furiously. 

21. And Joram said, Make ready. And his 
chariot was made ready. And Joram king of 
Israel and Ahaziah king of Judah went out, each 
in his chariot, and they went out against Jehu, 
and met him in the portion of Naboth the 
Jezreelite. 

22. And it came to pass, when Joram saw 
Jehu, that he said, Js i peace, Jehu? And he 
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THE DEAD BODIES THROWN OUTSIDE THE TEMPLE. II Kings x. 25. 


“And it came to pass, as soon as he had made anend of offering the burnt offering, that Jehu said to the 


guard and to the captains, Go in, and slay them; let none come forth. And they smote them with the edge 
of the sword; and the guard and the captains cast them out, and went to the city of the house of Baal.” 


answered, What peace, so long as the whoredoms 
of thy mother Jezebel and her witcherafts are so 
many? 

23. And Joram turned his hands, and fled, 
and said to Ahaziah, There is treachery, O 
Ahaziah. 

24. And Jehu drew a bow with his full 
strength, and smote Jehoram between his arms, 
and the arrow went out at his heart, and he sunk 
down in his chariot. 

25. Then said Jehu to Bidkar his captain, 
Take up, and cast him in the portion of the field 
of Naboth the Jezreelite: for remember how that, 
when I and thou rode together after Ahab his 
father, the Lorp laid this burden upon him; 

26. Surely I have seen yesterday the blood 
of Naboth, and the blood of his sons, saith the 
Lorp; and I will requite thee in this plat, saith 
the Lorp. Now therefore take and cast him 
into the plat of ground, according to the word 
of the Lorp. 

(II-28) 


27. § But when Ahaziah the king of Judah 
saw this, he fled by the way of the garden house. 
And Jehu followed after him, ae said, Smite 
And they did so at the 
And he 


him also in the chariot. 
going up to Gur, which zs by Ibleam. 
fled to Megiddo, and died there. 

28. And his servants carried him in a chariot 
to Jerusalem, and buried him in his sepulchre 
with his fathers in the city of David. 

29. And in the eleventh year of Joram the 
son of Ahab began Ahaziah to reign over Judah. 

30. § And when Jehu was come to Jezreel, 
Jezebel heard of it; and she painted her face, and 
tired her head, and looked out at a window. 

31. And as Jehu entered in at the gate, she 
said, Had Zimri peace, who slew his master? 

32. And he lifted up his face to the window, 
and said, Who its on my side? who? And there 
looked out to him two or three eunuchs. 

33. And he said, Throw her down. So they 
threw her down: and some of her blood was 
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sprinkled on the wall, and on the horses: and he 
trode her under foot. 

34. And when he was come in, he did eat and 
drink, and said, Go, see now this cursed woman, 
and bury her: for she is a king’s daughter. 

35. And they went to bury her: but they 
found no more of her than the skull, and the feet, 
and the palms of her hands. 

36. Wherefore they came again, and told him. 
And he said, This 7s the word of the Lorn, which 
he spake by his servant Elijah the Tishbite, say- 
ing, In the portion of Jezreel shall dogs eat the 
flesh of Jezebel: 

37. And the carcass of Jezebel shall be. as 
dung upon the face of the field in the portion of 
Jezreel; so that they shall not say, This 7s Jezebel. 


CHAPTER-X 

















wwcoecccced| NI) Ahab had seventy sons in 
Samaria. And Jehu wrote let- 
ters, and sent to Samaria, unto 
the rulers of Jezreel, to the 
elders, and to them that brought 
up Ahab’s children, saying, 
| | 2. Now as soon as this letter 
cometh to you, seeing your master’s sons are with 
you, and there are with you chariots and horses, a 
fenced city also, and armour; 

3. Look even out the best and meetest of 
your master’s sons, and set him on his father’s 
throne, and fight for your master’s house. 

4. But they were exceedingly afraid, and 
said, Behold, two kings stood not before him: 
how then shall we stand? 

5. And he that was over the house, and he 
that was over the city, the elders also, and the 
bringers up of the children, sent to Jehu, saying, 
We are thy servants, and will do all that thou 
shalt bid us; we will not make any king: do thou 
that which is good in thine eyes. 

6. ‘Then he wrote a letter the second time to 
them, saying, If ye be mine, and 7 ye will hearken 
unto my voice, take ye the heads of the men your 
master’s sons, and come to me to Jezreel by to 
morrow this time. Now the king’s sons, being 
seventy persons, were with the great men of the 
city, which brought them up. 

7. And it came to pass, when the letter came 
to them, that they took the king’s sons, and slew 
seventy persons, and put their heads in baskets, 
and sent him them to Jezreel. 

8. | And there came a messenger, and told 
him, saying, They have brought the heads of the 
king’s sons. And he said, Lay ye them in two 
heaps at the entering in of the gate until the 
morning. 




















9. And it came to pass in the morning, that he 
went out, and stood, and said to all the people, 
Ye be righteous: behold, I conspired against my 
master, and slew him: but who slew all these? 

10. Know now that there shall fall unto the 
earth nothing of the word of the Lorp, which the 
Lorp spake concerning the house of Ahab: for 
the Lorp hath done that which he spake by his 
servant Elijah. 

11. So Jehu slew all that remained of the 
house of Ahab in Jezreel, and all his great men, 
and his kinsfolks, and his priests, until he left 


‘him none remaining. 


12. § And he arose and departed, and came to 
Samaria. And as he was at the shearing house 
in the way, 

13. Jehu met with the brethren of Ahaziah 
king of Judah, and said, Who are ye? And they 
answered, We are the brethren of Ahaziah; and 
we go down to salute the children of the king 
and the children of the queen. 

14. And he said, Take them alive. And 
they took them alive, and slew them at the pit of 
the shearing house, even two and forty men; 
neither left he any of them. 

15. § And when he was departed thence, he 
lighted on Jehonadab the son of Rechab coming 
to meet him: and he saluted him, and said to him, 
Is thine heart right, as my heart 2s with thy 
heart? And Jehonadab answered, It is. If it be, 
give me thine hand. And he gave him his hand; 
and he took him up to him into the chariot. 

16. And he said, Come with me, and see my 
zeal for the Lorp. So they made him ride in his 
chariot. _ 

17. And when he came to Samaria, he slew 
all that remained unto Ahab in Samaria, till he 
had destroyed him, according to the saying of the 
Lorp, which he spake to Elijah. 

18. § And Jehu gathered all the people 
together, and said unto them, Ahab served Baal 
a little; but Jehu shall serve him much. 

19. Now therefore call unto me all the prophets 
of Baal, all his servants, and all his priests; let 
none be wanting: for I have a great sacrifice to do 
to Baal; whosoever shall be wanting, he shall not 
live. But Jehu did 2 in subtilty, to the intent 
that he might destroy the worshippers of Baal. 

20. And Jehu said, Proclaim a solemn assem- 
bly for Baal. And they proclaimed ?t. 

21. And Jehu sent through all Israel: and all 
the worshippers of Baal came, so that there was 
not a man left that came not. And they came 
into the house of Baal; and the house of Baal was 
full from one end to another. 

22. And he said unto him that was over 
the vestry, Bring forth vestments for all the 
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worshippers of Baal. 
them forth vestments. 

23. And Jehu went, and Jehonadab 
the son of Rechab, into the house of 
Baal, and said unto the worshippers of 
Baal, Search, and look that there ES here 
with you none of the servants of the 
Lorp, but the worshippers of Baal only. 

24. And when they went in to offer 
sacrifices and burnt offerings, Jehu ap- 
pointed fourscore men without, and said, 
Ij any of the men whom I have brought 
into your hands escape, he that letteth him 
go, his life shall be for the life of him. 

25. And it came to pass, as soon as 
he had made an end of offering the 
burnt offering, that Jehu said to the 
guard and to the captains, Go in, and 
slay them; let none come forth. And 
they smote them with the edge of the 
sword; and the guard and the captains 
cast them out, and went to the city of 
the house of Baal. 

26. And they brought forth the 
images out of the house of Baal, and 
burned them. 

27. And they brake down the image 
of Baal, and brake down the house of 
Baal, and made it a draught house unto 
this day. 

28. Thus Jehu destroyed Baal out 
of Israel. 

20-5 ay the sins of Jero- 
boam the son of Nebat, who made Israel to sin, 
Jehu departed not from after them, to wit, the 
golden calves that were in Beth-el, and that 
were in Dan. 

30. And the Lorp said unto Jehu, Because 
thou hast done well in executing that which is 
right in mine eyes, and hast done unto the house 
of Ahab according to all that was in mine heart, 
thy children of the fourth generation shall sit on 
the throne of Israel. 

31. But Jehu took no heed to walk in the law 
of the Lorp God of Israel with all his heart: for 
he departed not from the sins of Jeroboam, which 
made Israel to sin. 

32. §| In those days the Lorp began to cut 
Israel short: and Hazael smote them in all the 
coasts of Israel; 

33. From Jordan eastward, all the land of 
Gilead, the Gadites, and the Reubenites, and 
the Manassites, from Aroer, which is by the river 
Arnon, even Gilead and Bashan. 

34. Now the rest of the acts of Jehu, and all 
that he did, and all his might, are they not written 
in the book of the Chronicles of the kings of Israel? 

(II-28*) 


And he brought 
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‘ATHALIAH AND JOASH. II Kings xi. 14. 


** And when she looked, behold, the king stood by a pillar, as the 
manner was, and the princes and the trumpeters by the king, 
and all the people of the land rejoiced, and blew with trumpets: 
and Athaliah rent her clothes, and cried, Treason, Treason.”’ 


35. And Jehu slept with his fathers: and they 
buried him in Samaria. And Jehoahaz his son 
reigned in his stead. 

36. And the time that Jehu reigned over 
Israel in Samaria was twenty and eight years. 


CHAPTER XI 


i) ND when Athaliah the mother of 
Ahaziah saw that her son was 
55) dead, she arose and destroyed all 






~, 


id the seed royal. 

| 2. But Jehosheba, the daugh- 
g| ter of king Joram, sister of Aha- 
posweeeeeeseel! ziah, took Joash the son of 
Ahaziah, and stole him from among the king’s 
sons which were slain; and they hid him, even him 
and his nurse, in the bedchamber from Athaliah, 
so that he was not slain. 

3. And he was with her hid in the house of 
the Lorp six years. And Athaliah did reign 
over the land. 

4. § And the seventh year Jehoiada sent and 
fetched the rulers over hundreds, with the cap- 





506 II KINGS 





tains and the guard, and brought them to him 
into the house of the Lorn, and made a covenant 
with them, and took an oath of them in the house 
of the Lorp, and shewed them the king’s son. 

5. And he commanded them, saying, This zs 
the thing that ye shall do; A third part of you 
that enter in on the sabbath shall even be 
keepers of the watch of the king’s house; 

6. Anda third part shall be at the gate of Sur; 
and a third part at the gate behind the guard: so 
shall ye keep the watch of the house, that it be 
not broken down. 

7. And two parts of all you that go forth on 
the sabbath, even they shall keep the watch of the 
house of the Lorp about the king. 

8. And ye shall compass the king round about, 
every man with his weapons in his hand: and he 
that cometh within the ranges, let him be slain: 
and be ye with the king as he goeth out and as he 
cometh in. 

9. And the captains over the hundreds did 
according to all things that Jehoiada the priest 
commanded: and they took every man his men 
that were to come in on the sabbath, with them 
that should go out on the sabbath, and came to 
Jehoiada the priest. 

10. And to the captains over hundreds did 
the priest give king David’s spears and shields, 
that were in the temple of the Lorp. 

11.. And the guard stood, every man with his 
weapons in his hand, round about the king, from 
the right corner of the temple to the left corner 
of the temple, along by the altar and the temple. 

12. And he brought forth the king’s son, and 
put the crown upon him, and gave him the testi- 
mony; and they made him king, and anointed 
him; and they clapped their hands, and said, God 
save the king. 

13. § And when Athaliah heard the noise of the 
guard and of the people, she came to the people 
into the temple of the Lorp. 

14. And when she looked, behold, the king 
stood bya pillar, as the manner was, and the 
princes and the trumpeters by the king, and all 
the people of the land rejoiced, and blew with 
trumpets: and Athaliah rent her clothes, and 
cried, Treason, treason. 

15. But Jehoiada the priest commanded the 
captains of the hundreds, the officers of the host, 
and said unto them, Have her forth without the 
ranges; and him that followeth her kill with the 
sword. For the priest had said, Let her not be 
slain in the house of the Lorp. 

16. And they laid hands on her; and she went 
by the way by the which the horses came into the 
king’s house: and there was she slain. 

17. | And Jehoiada made a covenant between 


the Lorp and the king and the people, that they 
should be the Lorp’s people; between the king 
also and the people. 

18. And all the people of the land went into 
the house of Baal, and brake it down; his altars 
and his images brake they in pieces thoroughly, 
and slew Mattan the priest of Baal before the 
altars. And the priest appointed officers over 
the house of the Lorp. 

19. And he took the rulers over hundreds, and 
the captains, and the guard, and all the people of 
the land; and they brought down the king from 
the house of the Lorp, and came by the way of 
the gate of the guard to the king’s house. And 
he sat on the throne of the kings. 

20. And all the people of the land rejoiced, 
and the city was in quiet: and they slew Athaliah 
with the sword beside the king’s house. 

21. Seven years old was Jehoash when he 
began to reign. 


CHAPTER XII 


N the seventh year of Jehu, Jeho- 
> yi) & ash began to reign; and forty 
ps | years reigned he in Jerusalem. 

q And his mother’s name was 

= be Zibiah of Beer-sheba. 
2. And Jehoash did that 
= = which was right in the sight of 
the Lorp all his days wherein Jehoiada the priest 
instructed him. 

3. But the high places were not taken away: 
the people still sacrificed and burnt incense in the 
high places. 

4. § And Jehoash said to the priests, All the 
money of the dedicated things that is brought 
into the house of the Lorp, even the money of 
every one that passeth the account, the money 
that every man is set at, and all the money that 
cometh into any man’s heart to bring into the 
house of the Lorn, 

5. Let the priests take at to them, every man 
of his acquaintance: and let them repair the 
breaches of the house, wheresoever any breach 
shall be found. 

6. But it was so, that in the three and twen- 
tieth year of king Jehoash the priests had not 
repaired the breaches of the house. 

7. ‘Then king Jehoash called for Jehoiada the 
priest, and the other priests, and said unto them, 
Why repair ye not the breaches of the house? now 
therefore receive no more money of your acquaint- 
ance, but deliver it for the breaches of the house. 

8. And the priests consented to receive no 
more money of the people, neither to repair the 
breaches of the house. 
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THE SLAYING OF THE ASSYRIANS. II Kings xix. 35. 


“And it came to pass that night, that the angel of the Lorp went out, and smote in the camp of the Assyrians an 
hundred fourscore and five thousand: and when they arose early in the morning, behold, they were all dead corpses.” 


9. But Jehoiada the priest took a chest, and 
bored a hole in the lid of it, and set it beside the 
altar, on the right side as one cometh into the 
house of the Lorn: and the priests that kept the 
door put therein all the money that was brought 
into the house of the Lorp. 

10. And it was so, when they saw that there 
was much money in the chest, that the king’s 
scribe and the high priest came up, and they put 
up in bags, and told the money that was found in 
the house of the Lorp. 

11. And they gave the money, being told, into 
the hands of them that did the work, that had 
the oversight of the house of the Lorp: and they 
laid it out to the carpenters and builders, that 
wrought upon the house of the Lorn,” 

12. And to masons, and hewers of stone, and 
to buy timber and hewed stone to repair the 
breaches of the house of the Lorn, and for all 
that was laid out for the house to repair it. 


13. Howbeit there were not made for the 
house of the Lorp bowls of silver, snuffers, basins, 
trumpets, any vessels of gold, or vessels of silver, 
of the money that was brought into the house of 
the Lorn: é: 

14. But they gave that to the workmen, and 
repaired therewith the house of the Lorp. 

15. Moreover they reckoned not with the 
men, into whose hand they delivered the money 
to be bestowed on workmen: for they dealt 
faithfully. | 

16. The trespass money and sin money was 
not brought into the house of the Lorp: it was 
the priests’. 

17. § Then Hazael king of Syria went up, and 
fought against Gath, and took it: and Hazael set 
his face to go up to Jerusalem. 

18. And Jehoash king of Judah took all the 
hallowed things that Jehoshaphat, and Jehoram, 
and Ahaziah, his fathers, kings of Judah, had 
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dedicated, and his own hallowed things, and all 
the gold that was found in the treasures of the 
house of the Lorp, and in the king’s house, and 
sent it to Hazael king of Syria: and he went away 
from Jerusalem. 

19. §{ And the rest of the acts of Joash, and ail 
that he did, ave they not written in the book of 
the Chronicles of the kings of Judah? 

20. And his servants arose, and made a con- 
spiracy, and slew Joash in the house of Muillo, 
which goeth down to Silla. 

21. For Jozachar the son of Shimeath, and 
Jehozabad the son of Shomer, his servants, smote 
him, and he died; and they buried him with his 
fathers in the city of David: and Amaziah his son 
reigned in his stead. 


CHAPTER XIII 





Seoecceeseered| \ the three and twentieth year of 
Joash the son of Ahaziah king of 
Judah, Jehoahaz the son of Jehu 
“| began to reign over Israel in 
#] Samaria, and reigned seventeen 
| years. 

aaa} 2. And he did that which was 
evil in the sight of the Lorp, and followed the 
sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, which made 
Israel to sin; he departed not therefrom. 

3. § And the anger of the Lorp was kindled 
against Israel, and he delivered them into the 
hand of Hazael king of Syria, and into the hand 
of Ben-hadad the son of Hazael, all thewr days. 

4. And Jehoahaz besought the Lorp, and 
the Lorp hearkened unto him: for he saw the 
oppression of Israel, beeause the king of Syria 
oppressed them. 

5. (And the Lorp gave Israel a saviour, so 
that they went out from under the hand of the 
Syrians: and the children of Israel dwelt in their 
tents, as beforetime. 

6. Nevertheless they departed not from the 
sins of the house of Jeroboam, who made Israel 
sin, but walked therein: and there remained the 
grove also in Samaria.) 

7. Neither did he leave of the people to 
Jehoahaz but fifty horsemen, and ten chariots, 
and ten thousand footmen; for the king of Syria 
had destroyed them, and had made them like the 
dust by threshing. 

8. § Now the rest of the acts of Jehoahaz, and 
all that he did, and his might, are they not 
written in the book of the Chronicles of the kings 
of Israel? 

9. And Jehoahaz slept with his fathers; and 
they buried him in Samaria: and Joash his son 
reigned in his stead. 








10 § In the thirty and seventh year of Joash 
king of Judah began Jehoash the son of Jehoahaz 
to reign over Israel in Samaria, and reigned 
sixteen years. 

11. And he did that which was evil in the 
sight of the Lorp; he departed not from all the 
sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who made 
Israel sin: but he walked therein. 

12. And the rest of the acts of Joash, and all 
that he did, and his might wherewith he fought 
against Amaziah king of Judah, are they not 
written in the book of the Chronicles of the 
kings of Israel? 

13. And Joash slept with his fathers; and 
Jeroboam sat upon his throne: and Joash was 
buried in Samaria with the kings of Israel. 

14. § Now Elisha was fallen sick of his sick- 
ness whereof he died. And Joash the king of 
Israel came down unto him, and wept over his 
face, and said, O my father, my father! the 
chariot of Israel, and the horsemen thereof. 

15. And Elisha said unto him, Take bow 
and arrows. And he took unto him bow and 
arrows. 

16. And he said to the king of Israel, Put 
thine hand upon the bow. And he put his hand 
upon it: and Elisha put his hands upon the king’s 
hands. 

17. And he said, Open the window eastward. 
And he opened i. ‘Then Elisha said, Shoot. 
And he shot. And he said, The arrow of the 
Lorp’s deliverance, and the arrow of deliverance 
from Syria: for thou shalt smite the Syrians in 
Aphek, till thou have consumed them. 

18. And he said, Take the arrows. And he 
took them. And he said unto the king of Israel, 
Smite upon the ground. And he smote thrice, 
and stayed. : 

19. And the man of God was wroth with 
him, and said, Thou shouldest have smitten five 
or six times; then hadst thou smitten Syria till 
thou hadst consumed 7t: whereas now thou shalt 
smite Syria but thrice. 

20. § And Elisha died, and they buried him. 
And the bands of the Moabites invaded the 
land at the coming in of the year. 

21. And it came to pass, as they were bury- 
ing a man, that, behold, they spied a band of 
men; and they cast the man into the sepulchre 
of Elisha: and when the man was let down, and 
touched the bones of Elisha, he revived, and 
stood up on his feet. 

22. § But Hazael king of Syria oppressed 
Israel all the days of Jehoahaz. 

23. And the Lorp was gracious unto them, 
and had compassion on them, and had respect 
unto them, because of his covenant with Abra- 
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ham, Isaac, and Jacob, and would not destroy 
them, neither cast he them from his presence 
as yet. 

24. So Hazael king of Syria died; and Ben- 
hadad his son reigned in his stead. 

25. And Jehoash the son of Jehoahaz took 
again out of the hand of Ben-hadad the son of 
Hazael the cities, which he had taken out of the 
hand of Jehoahaz his father by war. ‘Three 
times did Joash beat him, and recovered the 
cities of Israel. 


CHAPTER XIV 


eececececesed|\ the second year of Joash son of 
Wi) wes! Jehoahaz king of Israel reigned 
(a if Amaziah the son of Joash king 
sa) of Judah. 
| 2. He was twenty and five 
years old when he began to 
reign, and reigned twenty and 
nine years in Jerusalem. And his mother’s name 
was Jehoaddan of Jerusalem. 

3. And he did that which was right in the 
sight of the Lorn, yet not like David his father: 
he did according to all things as Joash his 
father did. 

4. Howbeit the high places were not taken 
away: as yet the people did sacrifice and burnt 
incense on the high places. 

>. | And at came to pass, as ‘soon “4s 
the kingdom was confirmed in his hand, that 
he slew his servants which had slain the king 
his father. 

6. But the children of the murderers he slew 
not: according unto that which is written in the 
book of the law of Moses, wherein the Lorp 
commanded, saying, The fathers shall not be 
put to death for the children, nor the children 
be put to death for the fathers; but every man 
shall be put to death for his own sin. 

7. He slew of Edom in the valley of salt ten 
thousand, and took Selah by war, and called the 
name of it Joktheel unto this day. 

8. § Then Amaziah sent messengers to 
Jehoash, the son of Jehoahaz son of Jehu, king 
of Israel, saying, Come, let us look one another 
in the face. 

9. And Jehoash the king of Israel sent to 
Amaziah king of Judah, saying, The thistle 
that was in Lebanon sent to the cedar that 
was in Lebanon, saying, Give thy daughter 
to my son to wife: and there passed by a 
wild beast that was in Lebanon, and trode down 
the thistle. 

10. Thou hast indeed smitten Edom, and 
thine heart hath lifted thee up: glory of this, 





and tarry at home: for why shouldest thou 
meddle to thy hurt, that thou shouldest fall, even 
thou, and Judah with thee? 

11. But Amaziah would not hear. There- 
fore Jehoash king of Israel went up; and he and 
Amaziah king of Judah looked one another in 
the face at Beth-shemesh, which belongeth to 
Judah. 

12. And Judah was put to the worse before 
Israel; and they fled every man to their tents. 

13. And Jehoash king of Israel took Amaziah 
king of Judah, the son of Jehoash the son of 
Ahaziah, at Beth-shemesh, and came to Jeru- 
salem, and brake down the wall of Jerusalem 
from the gate of Ephraim unto the corner gate, 
four hundred cubits. 

14. And he took all the gold and silver, and 
all the vessels that were found in the house of the 
Lorp, and in the treasures of the king’s house, 
and hostages, and returned to Samaria. 

15. § Now the rest of the acts of Jehoash 
which he did, and his might, and how he fought 
with Amaziah king of Judah, are they not written 
in the book of the Chronicles of the kings of 
Israel? 

16. And Jehoash slept with his fathers, 
and was buried in Samaria with the kings 
of Israel; and Jeroboam his son reigned in his 
stead. 

17. § And Amaziah the son of Joash king 
of Judah lived after the death of Jehoash son of 
Jehoahaz king of Israel fifteen years. 

18. And the rest of the acts of Amaziah, are 
they not written in the book of the Chronicles of 
the kings of Judah? 

19. Now they made a conspiracy against 
him in Jerusalem: and he fled to Lachish; but 
they sent after him to Lachish, and slew him 
there. 

20. And they brought him on horses: and 
he was buried at Jerusalem with his fathers in 
the city of David. 

21. § And all the people of Judah took 
Azariah, which was sixteen years old, and made 
him king instead of his father Amaziah. 

22. He built Elath, and restored it to Judah, 
after that the king slept with his fathers. 

23. § In the fifteenth year of Amaziah the 
son of Joash king of Judah, Jeroboam the son 
of Joash king of Israel began to reign in Samaria, 
and reigned forty and one years. 

24. And he did that which was evil in the 
sight of the Lorn: he departed not from all the 
sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who made 
Israel to sin. 

25. He restored the coast of Israel from the 
entering of Hamath unto the sea of the plain, 
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THE FLIGHT OF THE PRISONERS. II Kings xxv. 9. 


And he burnt the house of the Lorp, and the king’s house, and all the 
houses of Jerusalem, and every great man’s house burnt he with fire.” 


according to the word of the Lorp God of Israel, 
which he spake by the hand of his servant Jonah, 
the son of Amittai, the prophet, which was of 
Gath-hepher. 

26. For the Lorp saw the affliction of Israel, 
that it was very bitter: for there was not any 
shut up;nor any left, nor any helper for Israel. 

27. And the Lorp said not that he would 
blot out the name of Israel from under heaven: 
but he saved them by the hand of Jeroboam 
the son of Joash. 

28. § Now the rest of the acts of Jeroboam, 
and all that he did, and his might, how he warred, 
and how he recovered Damascus, and Hamath, 
which belonged to Judah, for Israel, are they not 
written in the book of the Chronicles of the 
kings of Israel? 

29. And Jeroboam slept with his fathers, 
even with the kings of Israel; and Zachariah his 
son reigned in his stead. 


CHAPTER XV 


N the twenty and seventh year of 
| Jeroboam king of Israel began 
| Azariah son of Amaziah king 
of Judah to reign. 

2. Sixteen years old was he 
when he began to reign, and he 
J reigned two and fifty years in 
Jerusalem. And his mother’s name was Jécho- 
liah of Jerusalem. 

3. And he.did that which was right in the 
sight of the Lorp, according to all that his 
father Amaziah had done; 

4. Save that the high places were not 
removed: the people sacrificed and burnt incense 
still on the high places. 

5. § And the Lorp smote the king, so that 
he was a leper unto the day of his death, and 
dwelt in a several house. And Jotham the 
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king’s son was over the house, judging the people 


of the land. 


6. And the rest of the acts of Azariah, 
and all that he did, are they not written in the 
book of the Chronicles of the kings of Judah? 


og 


f, 
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reign in the nine and thirtieth year of Uzziah 
king of Judah; and he reigned a full month in 
Samaria. 

14. For Menahem the son of Gadi went up 
from Tirzah, and came to Samaria, and smote 
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THE CHALDEES DESTROY THE BRAZEN SEA. II Kings xxv. 13. 


“And the pillars of brass that were in the house of the Lorp, and the bases, and the brazen sea that was 
in the house of the Lorn, did the Chaldees break in pieces, and carried the brass of them to Babylon.” 


7. So Azariah slept with his fathers; and 
they buried him with his fathers in the city of 
David: and Jotham his son reigned in his stead. 

8. § In the thirty and eighth year of Azariah 
king of Judah did Zachariah the son of Jeroboam 
reign over Israel in Samaria six months. 

9. And he did that which was evil in the 
sight of the Lorp, as his fathers had done: he 
departed not from the sins of Jeroboam the son 
of Nebat, who made Israel to sin. 

10. And Shallum the son of Jabesh con- 
pee against him, and smote him_ before 
the people, and slew him, and reigned in his 
stead. 

11. And the rest of the acts of Zachariah, 
behold, they are written in the book of the 
Chronicles of the kings of Israel. 

12. This was the word of the Lorp, which 
he spake unto Jehu, saying, Thy sons. shall 
sit on the throne of Israel unto the fourth 
generation. And so it came to pass. 

13. § Shallum the son of Jabesh began to 
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Shallum the son of Jabesh in Samaria, and slew 
him, and reigned in his stead. 

15. And the rest of the acts of Shallum, and 
his conspiracy which he made, behold, they 
are written in the book of the Chronicles of the 
kings of Israel. 

16. § Then Menahem smote Tiphsah, and 
all that were therein, and the coasts thereof 
from Tirzah: because they opened not to him, 
therefore he smote zt; and all the women therein 
that were with child he ripped up. 

17. In the nine and thirtieth year of Azariah 
king of Judah began Menahem the son of Gadi to 
reign over Israel, and reigned ten years in Samaria. 

18. And he did that which was evil in the 
sight of the Lorp: he departed not all his days 
from the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who 
made Israel to sin. 

19. And Pul the king of Assyria came against 
the land: and Menahem gave Pul a thousand 
talents of silver, that his hand might be with 
him to confirm the kingdom in his hand. 
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20. And Menahem exacted the money of 
Israel, even of all the mighty men of wealth, of 
each man fifty shekels of silver, to give to the 
king of Assyria. So the king of Assyria turned 
back, and stayed not there in the land. 

21. § And the rest of the acts of Menahem, 
and all that he did, are they not written in the 
book of the Chronicles of the kings of Israel? 

22. And Menahem slept with his fathers; 
and Pekahiah his son reigned in his stead. 

23. § In the fiftieth year of Azariah king of 

Judah, Pekahiah the son of Menahem began to 
reign over Israel in Samaria, and reigned two 
years. 
' 94. And he did that which was evil in the 
sight of the Lorp: he departed not from the 
sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who made 
Israel to sin. 

25. But Pekah the son of Remaliah, a cap- 
tain of his, conspired against him, and smote 
him in Samaria, in the palace of the king’s house, 
with Argob and Arieh, and with him fifty men 
of the Gileadites: and he killed him, and reigned 
in his room. 

26. And the rest of the acts of Pekahiah, and 
all that he did, behold, they are written in the 
book of the Chronicles of the kings of Israel. 

27. § In the two and fiftieth year of Azariah 
king of Judah, Pekah the son of Remaliah began 
to reign over Israel in Samaria, and reigned 
twenty years. 

28. And he did that which was evil in the sight 
of the Lorp: he departed not from the sins of 
Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who made Israel 
to sin. 

29. In the days of Pekah king of Israel came 
Tiglath-pileser king of Assyria, and took Ijon, 
and Abel-beth-maachah, and Janoah, and 
Kedesh, and Hazor, and Gilead, and Galilee, 
all the land of Naphtali, and carried them 
captive to Assyria. 

30. And Hoshea the son of Elah made a con- 
spiracy against Pekah the son of Remaliah, and 
smote_him, and slew him, and reigned in his 
stead, in the twentieth year of Jotham the son 
of Uzziah. 

31. And the rest of the acts of Pekah, and all 
that he did, behold, they are written in the book 
of the Chronicles of the kings of Israel. 

32. § In the second year of Pekah the son of 
Remaliah king of Israel began Jotham the son 
of Uzziah king of Judah to reign. 

33. Five and twenty years old was he when 
he began to reign, and he reigned sixteen years 
in Jerusalem. And his mother’s name was 
Jerusha, the daughter of Zadok. 

34, And he did that which was right in the 


sight of the Lorp: he did according to all that 
his father Uzziah had done. 

35. § Howbeit the high places were not 
removed: the people sacrificed and burned incense 
still in the high places. He built the higher gate 
of the house of the Lorn. 

36. § Now the rest of the acts of Jotham, and 
all that he did, are they not written in the book 
of the Chronicles of the kings of Judah? 

37. In those days the Lorp began to send 
against Judah Rezin the king of Syria, and Pekah 
the son of Remaliah. 

38. And Jotham slept with his fathers, and 
was buried with his fathers in the city of David 
his father: and Ahaz his son reigned in his stead. 


CHAPTER XVI 


peweceeceeeed|N the seventeenth year of Pekah 

Wi ¢ the son of Remaliah, Ahaz the 

WF i || son of Jotham king of Judah 
a= began to reign. 
—= =| 2. ‘Twenty years old was 
Ahaz when he began to reign, 
peeseessses"3} and reigned sixteen years in 
Jerusalem, and did not that which was right in 
the sight of the Lorp his God, like David his 
father. 

3. But he walked in the way of the kings of 
Israel, yea, and made his son to pass through 
the fire, according to the abominations of the 
heathen, whom the Lorp cast out from before 
the children of Israel. 

4. And he sacrificed and burnt incense in the 
high places, and on the hills, and under every 
green tree. 

5. § Then Rezin king of Syria, and Pekah son 
of Remaliah king of Israel, came up to Jerusalem 
to war: and they besieged Ahaz, ‘but could not 
overcome him. 

6. At that time Rezin king of Syria recovered 
Elath to Syria, and drave the Jews from Elath: 
and the Syrians came to Elath, and dwelt there 
unto this day. 

7. So Ahaz sent messengers to Tiglath-pileser 
king of Assyria, saying, I am thy servant and thy 
son: come up, and save me out of the hand of the 
king of Syria, and out of the hand of the king of 
Israel, which rise up against me. 

8. And Ahaz took the silver and gold that 
was found in the house of the Lorp, and in the 
treasures of the king’s house, and sent 7 for a 
present to the king of Assyria. 

9. And the king of Assyria hearkened unto 
him: for the king of Assyria went up against 
Damascus, and took it, and carried the people of 
it captive to Kir, and slew Rezin. 
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10. § And king Ahaz went to 
Damascus to meet Tiglath-pileser 
king of Assyria, and saw an altar 
that was at Damascus: and king 
Ahaz sent to Urijah the priest the 
fashion of the altar, and the pat- 
tern of it, according to all the 
workmanship thereof. 

11. And Urijah the priest 
built an altar according to all 
that king Ahaz had sent from 
Damascus: so Urijah the priest 
made 7 against king Ahaz came 
from Damascus. 

12. And when the king was 
come from Damascus, the king saw 
the altar: and the king approached 
to the altar, and offered thereon. 

13. And he burnt his burnt 
offering and his meat offering, and 
poured his drink offering, and 
sprinkled the blood of his peace 
offerings, upon the altar. 

ad. he brought also the 
brazen altar, which was before 
the Lorp, from the forefront of the 
house, from between the altar and 
the house of the Lorp, and put it 
on the north side of the altar. 
15. And king Ahaz commanded 
Urijah the priest, saying, Upon 
the great altar burn the morning 
burnt offering, and the evening 
meat offering, and the king’s 
burnt sacrifice, and his meat offering, with the 
burnt offering of all the people of the land, and 
their meat offering, and their drink offerings; 
and sprinkle upon it all the blood of the burnt 
offering, and all the blood of the sacrifice: and 
the brazen altar shall be for me to inquire by. 

16. Thus did Urijah the priest, according to 
all that king Ahaz commanded. 

17. § And king Ahaz cut off the borders of the 
bases, and removed the laver from off them; and 
took down the sea from off the brazen oxen that 
were under it, and put it upon a pavement of 
stones. 

18. And the covert for the sabbath that they 
had built in the house, and the king’s entry with- 
out, turned he from the house of the Lorp for 
the king of Assyria. 

19. {| Now the rest of the acts of Ahaz which 
he did, are they not written in the book of the 
Chronicles of the kings of Judah? 

20. And Ahaz slept with his fathers, and 
was buried with his fathers in the city of David: 
and Hezekiah his son reigned in his stead. 

(11-29%) 
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THREE OF DAVID’S CAPTAINS. I Chron. xi. 15. 


‘“* Now three of the thirty captains went down to the rock to David, into the cave 
of Adullam; and the host of the Philistines encamped in the valley of Rephaim.” 


CHAPTER XVII 


Soocccesceeed|N the twelfth year of Ahaz king 

CA ees) of Judah began Hoshea the son 
of Elah to reign in Samaria over 
Israel nine years. 

2. And he did that which 
was evil in the sight of the Lorn, 
pease) but not as the kings of Israel 
that were before him. 

3. § Against him came up Shalmaneser king 
of Assyria; and Hoshea became his servant, and 
gave him presents. 

4. And the king of Assyria found conspiracy 
in Hoshea: for he had sent messengers to So king 
of Egypt, and brought no present to the king of 
Assyria, as he had done year by year: therefore 
the king of Assyria shut him up, and bound him 
in prison. 

5. § Then the king of Assyria came up 
throughout all the land, and went up to Samaria, 
and besieged it three years. 

6. § In the ninth year of Hoshea the king of 
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Assyria took Samaria, and carried Israel away 
into Assyria, and placed them in Halah and in 
Habor by the river of Gozan, and in the cities of 
the Medes. 

7. For so it was, that the children of Israel 
had sinned against the Lorp their God, which 
had brought them up out of the land of Egypt, 
from under the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt, 
and had feared other gods, 

8. And walked in the statutes of the heathen, 
whom the Lorp cast out from before the children 
of Israel, and of the kings of Israel, which they 
had made. 

9. And the children of Israel did secretly 
those things that were not right against the Lorp 
their God, and they built them high places in all 
their cities, from the tower of the watchmen to 
the fenced city. 

10. And they set them up images and groves 
in every high hill, and under every green tree: 

11. And there they burnt incense in all the 
high places, as did the heathen whom the Lorp 
carried away before them; and wrought wicked 
things to provoke the Lorp to anger: 

12. For they served idols, whereof the Lorp 
had said unto them, Ye shall not do this thing. 

13. Yet the Lorp testified against Israel, 
and against Judah, by all the prophets, and by 
all the seers, saying, Turn ye from your evil ways, 
and keep my commandments and my statutes, 
according to all the law which I commanded your 
fathers, and which I sent to you by my servants 
the prophets. 

14. Notwithstanding, they would not hear, 
but hardened their necks, like to the neck of 
their fathers, that did not believe in the Lorp 
their God. 

15. And they rejected his statutes, and his 
covenant that he made with their fathers, and his 
testimonies which he testified against them; and 
they followed vanity, and became vain, and went 
after the heathen that were round about them, 
concerning whom the Lorp had charged them, 
that they should’ not do like them. 

16. And they left all the commandments of 
the Lorp their God, and made them molten 
images, even two calves, and made a grove, and 
Oreos all the host of heaven, and served 

aal. 

17. And they caused their sons and _ their 
daughters to pass through the fire, and used 
divination and enchantments, and sold them- 
selves to do evil in the sight of the Lorp, to 
provoke him to anger. 

18. ‘Therefore the Lorp was very angry with 
Israel, and removed them out of his sight: there 
was none left but the tribe of Judah only. 


19. Also Judah kept not the commandments 
of the Lorp their God, but walked in the statutes 
of Israel which they made. 

20. And the Lorp rejected all the seed of 
Israel, and afflicted them, and delivered them 
into the hand of spoilers, until he had cast them 
out of his sight. 

21. For he rent Israel from the house of 
David; and they made Jeroboam the son of 
Nebat king: and Jeroboam drave Israel from fol- 
lowing the Lorn, and made them sin a great sin. 

22. For the children of Israel walked in all the 
sins of Jeroboam which he did; they departed not 
from them; 

23. Until the Lorp removed Israel out of his 
sight, as he had said by all his servants the 
prophets. So was Israel carried away out of 
their own land to Assyria unto this day. 

24. § And the king of Assyria brought men 
from Babylon, and from Cuthah, and from Ava, 
and from Hamath, and from Sepharvaim, and 
placed them in the cities of Samaria instead of 
the children of Israel: and they possessed 
Samaria, and dwelt in the cities thereof. 

25. And so it was at the beginning of their 
dwelling there, that they feared not the Lorp: 
therefore the Lorn sent lions among them, which 
slew some of them. 

26. Wherefore they spake to the king of 
Assyria, saying, The nations which thou hast 
removed, and placed in the cities of Samaria, 
know not the manner of the God of the land: 
therefore he hath sent lions among them, and, 
behold, they slay them, because they know not 
the manner of the God of the land. 

27. ‘Then the king of Assyria commanded, 
saying, Carry thither one of the priests whom ye 
brought from thence; and let them go and dwell 
there, and let him teach them the manner of the 
God of the land. 

28. ‘Then one of the priests whom they had 
carried away from Samaria came and dwelt in 
Beth-el, and taught them how they should fear 
the Lorp. 

29. Howbeit every nation made gods of 
their own, and put them in the houses of the 
high places which the Samaritans had made, 
every nation in their cities wherein they dwelt. 

30. And the men of Babylon made Succoth- 
benoth, and the men of Cuth made Nergal, and 
the men of Hamath made Ashima, 

31. And the Avites made Nibhaz and Tartak, 
and the Sepharvites burnt their children in fire 
to Adrammelech and Anammelech, the gods 
of Sepharvaim. 

32. So they feared the Lorp, and made unto 
themselves of the lowest of them priests of the 
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high places, which 
Eaphied for them 
in the houses of 
the high places. 

33. They feared 
the Lorp, and 
served their own 
gods, after the 
manner of the na- 
tions whom they 
carried away from 
thence. 

34. Unto this 
day they do after 
the former man- 
ners: they fear not 
the Lorp, neither 
do they after their 
statutes, or after 
their ordinances, 
or after the law 
and command- 
ment which the 
Lorp commanded 
the children of 
Jacob, whom he 
named Israel; 

35. With whom 
the Lorp had 
made a covenant, 
and charged them, 
saying, Ye shall 
not fear other 
gods, nor bow 
yoursel ves tothem, 
nor serve them, 
nor sacrifice to 
them: 

36. But the 
Lorp, who brought you up out of the land of 
Egypt with great power and a stretched out 
arm, him shall ye fear, and. him shall ye wor- 
ship, and to him shall ye do sacrifice. 

37. And the statutes, and the ordinances, 
and the law, and the commandment, which 
he wrote for you, ye shall observe to do for 
evermore; and ye shall not fear other gods. 

38. And the covenant that I have made with 
you ye shall not forget; neither shall ye fear 
other gods. . 

39. But the Lorp your God ye shall fear; 
and he shall deliver you out of the hand of all 
your enemies. 

40. Howbeit they did not hearken, but they 
did after their former manner. 

41. So these nations feared the Lorp, and 
served their graven images, both their children, 
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and their chil- 
dren’s children: as 
did their fathers, 
so do they unto 
this day. 


CHAPTER 
XVIII 


1. Nowit came 
to pass in the 
third year of Ho- 
shea son of Elah 
king of Israel, 
that Hezekiah the 
son of Ahaz king 
of Judah began to 
reign. 

2. ‘Twenty and 
five years old was 
he when he began 
to reign; and he 
reigned twenty 
and nine years in 
Jerusalem. His 
mother’s name 
also was Abi, the 
daughter of Zach- 
ariah. 

38. And he did 
that which was 
right in the sight 
of the Lorn, ac- 
cording to all that 
David his father 
did. 

4. § He re- 
moved the high 
places, and brake 
the images, and cut down the groves, and brake 
in pieces the brazen serpent that Moses had 
made: for unto those fee the children of 
Israel did burn incense to it: and he called it 
Nehushtan. 

5. He trusted in the Lorp God of Israel; 
so that after him was none like him ae all 
the kings of Judah, nor any that were before him. 

6. For he clave to the Lorp, and departed 
not from following him, but kept his command- 
ments, which the Lorp commanded Moses. 

7. And the Lorp was with him; and he 
prospered whithersoever he went forth: and 
he rebelled against the king of Assyria, and served 
him not. 

8. He smote the Philistines, even unto Gaza, 
and the borders thereof, from the tower of the 
watchmen to the fenced city. 


Copyright by de Brunoff, 1904. 
BENAIAH, WHO SLEW THE LION. I Chron. xi. 22. 
““Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, the son of a valiant man of Kabzeel, 
who had done many acts; he slew two lionlike men of Moab: 
also he went down and slew a lion in a pit in a snowy day.” 
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DAVID’S VALIANT MEN. I Chron. xi. 26. 


‘Also the valiant men of the armies were, Asahel the brother of Joab, Elhanan the son of Dodo of Beth-lehem.” 


9. § And it came to pass in the fourth year 
of king Hezekiah, which was the seventh year 
of Hoshea son of Elah king of Israel, that Shal- 
maneser king of Assyria came up against Samaria, 
and besieged it. 

10. And at the end of three years they took 
it: even in the sixth year of Hezekiah, that is 
the ninth year of Hoshea king of Israel, Samaria 
was taken. 

11. And the king of Assyria did carry away 
Israel unto Assyria, and put them in Halah 
and in Habor by the river of Gozan, and in the 
cities of the Medes: 

12. Because they obeyed not the voice of 


the Lorp their God, but transgressed his covenant, - 


and all that Moses the servant of the Lorp 
commanded, and would not hear them, nor 
do them. 

13. § Now in the fourteenth year of king 
Hezekiah did Sennacherib king of Assyria come 
up against all the fenced cities of Judah, and 
took them. 

14. And Hezekiah king of Judah sent to 
the king of Assyria to Lachish, saying, I have 
offended; return from me: that which thou 
puttest on me will I bear. And the king of Assyria 
appointed unto Hezekiah king of Judah three 
hundred talents of silver and thirty talents 
of gold. 

15. And Hezekiah gave him all the silver 


that was found in the house of the Lorp, and 
in the treasures of the king’s house. 

16. At that time did Hezekiah cut off the 
gold from the doors of the temple of the 
Lorp, and from the pillars which Hezekiah 
king of Judah had overlaid, and gave it to the 
king of Assyria. 

17. § And the king of Assyria sent Tartan 
and Rabsaris and Rab-shakeh from Lachish 
to king Hezekiah with a great host against 
Jerusalem: and they went up and came _ to 
Jerusalem. And when they were come up, they 
came and stood by the conduit of the upper 
pool, which 2s in the highway of the fuller’s 
field. 

18. And when they had called to the king, 
there came out to them Eliakim the son of 
Hilkiah, which was over the household, and 
Shebna the scribe, and Joah the son of Asaph 
the recorder. 

19. And Rab-shakeh said unto them, Speak 
ye now to Hezekiah, Thus saith the great king, 
the king of Assyria, What confidence is this 
wherein thou trustest? 

20. ‘Thou sayest, (but they are but vain words, ) 
I have counsel and strength for the war. Now on 
whom dost thou trust, that thou rebellest 
against me? 

21. Now, behold, thou trustest upon the 
staff of this bruised reed, even upon Egypt, 
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on which if a man lean, it will go into his hand, 
and pierce it: so 7s Pharaoh king of Egypt unto 
all that trust on him. 

22. But if ye say unto me, We trust in 
the Lorp our God: zs not that he, whose high 
places and whose altars Hezekiah hath taken 
away, and hath said to Judah and Jerusalem, 
Ye shall worship before this altar in Jerusalem ? 

23. Now therefore, I pray thee, give pledges 
to my lord the king of Assyria, and I will deliver 
thee two thousand horses, if thou be able on 
thy part to set riders upon them. 

24. How then wilt thou turn away the face 
of one captain of the least of my master’s servants, 
and put thy trust on Egypt for chariots and for 
horsemen? 

25. Am I now come up without the Lorp 
against this place to destroy it? The Lorp 
said to me, Go up against this land, and 
destroy it. 

26. Then said Eliakim the son of Hilkiah, 
and Shebna, and Joah, unto Rab-shakeh, Speak, 
I pray thee, to thy servants in the Syrian lan- 
guage; for we understand 7: and talk not with 
us in the Jews’ language in the ears of the people 
that are on the wall. 

27. But Rab-shakeh said unto them, Hath 
my master sent me to thy master, and to thee, 
to speak these words? hath he not sent me to 
the men which sit on the wall, that they may 
eat their own dung, and drink their own piss 
with you? 

28. ‘Then Rab-shakeh stood and cried with 
a loud voice in the Jews’ language, and spake, 
saying, Hear the word of the great king, the 
king of Assyria: 

29. Thus saith the king, Let not Hezekiah 
deceive you: for he shall not be able to deliver 
you out of his hand: 

30. Neither let Hezekiah make you trust in 
the Lorp, saying, The Lorp will surely deliver 
us, and this city shall not be delivered into the 
hand of the king of Assyria. 

31. Hearken not to Hezekiah: for thus saith 
the king of Assyria, Make an agreement with me 
by a present, and come out to me, and then eat 
ye every man of his own vine, and every one of 
us fig tree, and drink ye every one the waters 
of his cistern: 

32. Until I come and take you away to a 
land like your own land, a land of corn and 
wine, a land of bread and vineyards, a land 
of oil olive and of honey, that ye may live, 
and not die: and hearken not unto Hezekiah, 
when he persuadeth you, saying, The Lorp 
will deliver us. 

33. Hath any of the gods of the nations 


delivered at all his land out of the hand of the 
king of Assyria? 

34. Where are the gods of Hamath, and of 
Arpad? where are the gods of Sepharvaim, 
Hena, and Ivah? have they delivered Samaria 
out of mine hand? 

35. Who are they among all the gods of the 
countries, that have delivered their country 
out of mine hand, that the Lorp should deliver 
Jerusalem out of mine hand? 

36. But the people held their peace, and 
answered him not a word: for the ae com- 
mandment was, saying, Answer him not. 

37. Then came Eliakim the son of Hilkiah, 
which was over the household, and Shebna the 
scribe, and Joah the son of Asaph the recorder, to 
Hezekiah with their clothes rent, and told him 
the words of Rab-shakeh. 


CHAPTER XIX 





lcicwececceeee| NI) it came to pass, When king 
Hezekiah heard 72t, that he rent 
=| his clothes, and covered himself 
with sackcloth, and went into 
the house of the Lorp. 

2. And he sent Eliakim, 
pecwccoowersee!!| which was over the household, 
and Shebna the scribe, and the elders of the 
priests, covered with sackcloth, to Isaiah the 
prophet the son of Amoz. 

3. And they said unto him, Thus saith 
Hezekiah, This day is a day of trouble, and of 
rebuke, and blasphemy: for the children are 
come to the birth, and there is not strength to 
bring forth. 

4. It may be the Lorp thy God will hear 
all the words of Rab-shakeh, whom the king of 
Assyria his master hath sent to reproach the 
living God; and will reprove the words which 
the Lorp thy God hath heard: wherefore lift up 
thy prayer for the remnant that are left. 

5. So the servants of king Hezekiah came 
to Isaiah. 

6. § And Isaiah said unto them, ‘Thus shall 
ye say to your master, Thus saith the Lorp, 
Be not afraid of the words which thou hast heard, 
with which the servants of the king of Assyria 
have blasphemed me. . 

7. Behold, I will send a blast upon him, and 
he shall hear a rumour, and shall return to his 
own land; and I will cause him to fall by the 
sword in his own land. 

8. § So Rab-shakeh returned, and found 
the king of Assyria warring against Libnah: 
for he had heard that he was departed from 
Lachish. 
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9. And when he heard say of Tirhakah 
king of Ethiopia, Behold, he is come out to fight 
against thee; he sent messengers again unto 
Hezekiah, saying, 

10. Thus shall ye speak to Hezekiah king 
of Judah, saying, Let not thy God in whom 
thou trustest deceive thee, saying, Jerusalem shall 
not be delivered into the hand of the king of 
Assyria. 

11. Behold, thou hast heard what the kings 
of Assyria have done to all lands, by destroy- 
ing them utterly: and shalt thou be delivered? 
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hands, wood and stone: therefore they have 
destroyed them. 

19. Now therefore, O Lorp our God, I 
beseech thee, save thou us out of his hand, that 
all the kingdoms of the earth may know that 
thou art the Lorp God, even thou only. 

20. ¢ Then Isaiah the son of Amoz sent 
to Hezekiah, saying, Thus saith the Lorp 
God of Israel, That which thou hast prayed 
to me against Sennacherib king of Assyria I 
have heard. 

21. This zs the word that the Lorp hath 
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THOSE THAT CAME TO DAVID AT ZIKLAG. I Chron. xii. 1. 


** Now these are they that came to David to Ziklag, while he yet kept himself close because 
of Saul the son of Kish: and they were among the mighty men, helpers of the war.” 


12. Have the gods of the nations delivered 
them which my fathers have destroyed; as 
Gozan, and Haran, and Rezeph, and the chil- 
dren of Eden which were in Thelasar? 

13. Where its the king of Hamath, and the 


king of Arpad, and the king of the city of 


Sepharvaim, of Hena, and Ivah? 

14. § And Hezekiah received the letter of 
the hand of the messengers, and read it: and 
Hezekiah went up into the house of the Lorn, 
and spread it before the Lorp. 

15. And Hezekiah prayed before the Lorp, 
and said, O Lorp God of Israel, which dwellest 
between the cherubim, thou art the God, even 
thou alone, of all the kingdoms of the earth; 
thou hast made heaven and earth. 

16. Lorp, bow down thine ear, and hear: 
open, Lorp, thine eyes, and see: and hear the 
words of Sennacherib, which hath sent him to 
reproach the living God. 

17. Of a truth, Lorp, the kings of Assyria 
have destroyed the nations and their lands, 

18. And have cast their gods into the fire: 
for they were no gods, but the work of men’s 


spoken concerning him; The virgin the daughter 
of Zion hath despised thee, and laughed thee to 
scorn; the daughter of Jerusalem hath shaken 
her head at thee. 

22. Whom hast thou reproached and _ blas- 
phemed? and against whom hast thou exalted 
thy voice, and lifted up thine eyes on high? 
even against the Holy One of Israel. 

23. By thy messengers thou hast reproached 
the Lord, and hast said, With the multitude of 
my chariots I am come up to the height of the 
mountains, to the sides of Lebanon, and will 
cut down the tall cedar trees thereof, and the 
choice fir trees thereof: and I will enter into the 
lodgings of his borders, and into the forest of his 
Carmel. 

24. J have digged and drunk strange waters, 
and with the sole of my feet have I dried up all 
the rivers of besieged places. 

25. Hast thou not heard long ago how I have 
done it, and of ancient times that I have formed 
it? now have I brought it to pass, that thou 
shouldest be to lay waste fenced cities into 
ruinous heaps. 
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26. Therefore their inhabitants were of small 
power, they were dismayed and confounded; 
they were as the grass of the field, and as the 
green herb, as the grass on the housetops, and 
as corn blasted before it be grown up. 

27. But I know thy abode, and thy going 
out, and thy coming in, and thy rage against 
me. 

28. Because thy rage against me and thy 
tumult is come up into mine ears, therefore I will 
put my hook in thy nose, and my bridle in thy 
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THE GADITES. 


34. For I will defend this city, to save it, for 
mine own sake, and for my servant David’s sake. 

35. § And it came to pass that night, that the 
angel of the Lorp went out, and smote in the 
camp of the Assyrians a hundred fourscore and 
five thousand: and when they arose early in the 
morning, behold, they were all dead corpses. 

36. So Sennacherib king of Assyria departed, 
and went and returned, and dwelt at Nineveh. 

37. And it came to pass, as he was worship- 
ping in the house of Nisroch his god, that Adram- 


ei NU 
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I Chron. xii. 8. 


“And of the Gadites there separated themselves unto David into the hold to the wilderness men of might.” 


lips, and I will turn thee back by the way by 
which thou camest. 

29. And this shall be a sign unto thee, Ye 
shall eat this year such things as grow of them- 
selves, and in the second year that which spring- 
eth of the same; and in the third year sow ye, 
and reap, and plant vineyards, and eat the fruits 
thereof. 

30. And the remnant that is escaped of the 
house of Judah shall yet again take root down- 
ward, and bear fruit upward. 

31. For out of Jerusalem shall go forth a 
remnant, and they that escape out of mount 
Zion: the zeal of the Lorp of hosts shall 
do this. 

32. ‘Therefore thus saith the Lorp concern- 
ing the king of Assyria, He shall not come into 
this city, nor shoot an arrow there, nor come 
before it with shield, nor cast a bank against it. 

33. By the way that he came, by the same 
shall he return, and shall not come into this city, 
saith the Lorp. 

(I-30) 


melech and Sharezer his sons smote him with the 
sword: and they escaped into the land of Armenia. 
And Esarhaddon his son reigned in his stead. 


CHAPTER XX 


IN those days was Hezekiah sick 

RB} unto death. And the prophet 

¢ j} Isaiah the son of Amoz came 

PJea|to him, and said unto him, 

ee! Thus saith the Lorn, Set thine 

i house in order; for thou shalt 
| die, and not live. 

2. ‘Then he turned his face to the wall, and 
prayed unto the Lorn, saying, 

38. I beseech thee, O Lorp, remember now 
how I have walked before thee in truth and 
with a perfect heart, and have done that which is 
good in thy sight. And Hezekiah wept sore. 

4. And it came to pass, afore Isaiah was 
gone out into the middle court, that the word 
of the Lorp came to him, saying, 
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5. ‘Turn again, and tell Hezekiah the captain 
of my people, Thus saith the Lorn, the God of 
David thy father, I have heard thy prayer, I 
have seen thy tears: behold, I will heal thee: on 
the third day thou shalt go up unto the house 
of the Lorp. 

6. And I will add unto thy days fifteen years; 
and I will deliver thee and this city out of the 
hand of the king of Assyria; and I will defend 
this city for mine own sake, and for my servant 
David's sake. 

7. And Isaiah said, Take a lump of figs. 
And they took and laid it on the boil, and he 
recovered. 

8. § And Hezekiah said unto Isaiah, What 
shall be the sign that the Lorp will heal me, 
and that I shall go up into the house of the Lorp 
the third day? 

9. And Isaiah said, This sign shalt thou have 
of the Lorp, that the Lorp will do the thing 
that he hath spoken: shall the shadow go forward 
ten degrees, or go back ten degrees? 

10. And Hezekiah answered, It is a light 
thing for the shadow to go down ten degrees: 
nay, but let the shadow return backward ten 
degrees. 

11. And Isaiah the prophet cried unto the 
Lorp: and he brought the shadow ten degrees 
backward, by which it had gone down in the 
dial of Ahaz. 

12. ¢ At that time Berodach-baladan, the 
son of Baladan, king of Babylon, sent letters and 
a present unto Hezekiah: for he had heard that 
Hezekiah had been sick. 

13. And Hezekiah hearkened unto them, 
and shewed them all the house of his precious 
things, the silver, and the gold, and the spices, 
and the precious ointment, and all the house of 
his armour, and all that was found in his 
treasures: there was nothing in his house, nor 
in all his dominion, that Hezekiah shewed 
them not. 

14. § Then came Isaiah the prophet unto 
king Hezekiah, and said unto him, What said 
these men? and from whence came they unto thee? 
And Hezekiah said, They are come from a far 
country, even from Babylon. 

15. And he said, What have they seen in thine 
house? And Hezekiah answered, All the things 
that are in mine house have they seen: there is 
nothing among my treasures that I have not 
shewed them. 

16. And Isaiah said unto Hezekiah, Hear 
the word of the Lorp. 

17. Behold, the days come, that all that is 
in thine house, and that which thy fathers have 
laid up in store unto this day, shall be carried 


unto Babylon: nothing shall be left, saith the 
Lorp. 

18. And of thy sons that shall issue from 
thee, which thou shalt beget, shall they take 
away; and they shall be eunuchs in the palace of 
the king of Babylon. 

19. Then said Hezekiah unto Isaiah, Good 
is the word of the Lorp which thou hast spoken. 
And he said, Js it not good, if peace and truth 
be in my days? 

20. § And the rest of the acts of Hezekiah, 
and all his might, and how he made a pool, and 
a conduit, and brought water into the city, are 
they not written in the book of the Chronicles 
of the kings of Judah? 

21. And Hezekiah slept with his fathers: 


and Manasseh his son reigned in his stead. 


CHAPTER XXI 







—— ANASSEH was twelve years old 
me | when he began to reign, and 
reigned fifty and five years in 
Va| Jerusalem. And his mother’s 
3) name was Hephzi-bah. 

| | 2. And he did that which was 
baeeeeeeese2) evil in the sight of the Lorn, 
after the abominations of the heathen, whom the 
Lorp cast out before the children of Israel. 

3. For he built up again the high places 
which Hezekiah his father had destroyed; and 
he reared up altars for Baal, and made a grove, 
as did Ahab king of Israel; and worshipped all 
the host of heaven, and served them. 

4. And he built altars in the house of the 
Lorp, of which the Lorp said, In Jerusalem will 
I put my name. 

5. And he built altars for all the host of heaven 
in the two courts of the house of the Lorp. 

6. And he made his son pass through the 
fire, and observed times, and used enchantments, 
and dealt with familiar spirits and wizards: 
he wrought much wickedness in the sight of the 
Lorp, to provoke him to anger. 

7. And he set a graven image of the grove 
that he had made in the house, of which the Lorp 
said to David, and to Solomon his son, In this 
house, and in Jerusalem, which I have chosen 
out of all the tribes of Israel, will I put my name 
for ever: 

8. Neither will I make the feet of Israel move 
any more out of the land which I gave their 
fathers; only if they will observe to do according 
to all that I have commanded them, and 
according to all the law that my servant Moses 
commanded them. 

9. But they hearkened not: and Manasseh 
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seduced them to do more evil than did the nations 
whom the Lorp destroyed before the children 
of Israel. 

10. §{| And the Lorp spake by his servants 
the prophets, saying, 

11. Because Manasseh king of Judah hath 
done these abominations, and hath done wickedly 
above all that the Amorites did, which were 
before him, and hath made Judah also to sin 
with his idols: 

12. Therefore thus saith the Lorp God of 
Israel, Behold, I am bringing such evil upon 
Jerusalem and Judah, that whosoever heareth 
of it, both his ears shall tingle. 

13. And I will stretch over Jerusalem the 
line of Samaria, and the plummet of the house 
of Ahab: and I will wipe Jerusalem as a man 
wipeth a dish, wiping zt, and turning 7 upside 
down. 

14. And I will forsake the remnant of mine 
inheritance, and deliver them into the hand of 
their enemies; and they shall become a prey and 
a spoil to all their enemies; 

15. Because they have done that which was 
evil in my sight, ee have provoked me to anger, 
since the day their fathers came forth out of 
Egypt, even unto this day. : 

16. Moreover Manasseh shed innocent blood 
very much, till he had filled Jerusalem from one 
end to another; besides his sin wherewith he 
made Judah to sin, in doing that which was evil 
in the sight of the Lorp. 

jy ee ee the rest of the acts of Manasseh, 
and all that he did, and his sin that he sinned, are 
they not written in the book of the Chronicles of 
the kings of Judah? 

18. And Manasseh slept with his fathers, and 
was buried in the garden of his own house, in 
the garden of Uzza: and Amon his son reigned in 
his stead. 

19. § Amon was twenty and two years old 
when he began to reign, and he reigned two 
eS in Jerusalem. And his mother’s name was 

eshullemeth, the daughter of Haruz of Jotbah. 

20. And he did that which was evil in the sight 
of the Lorp, as his father Manasseh did. 

21. And he walked in all the way that his 
father walked in, and served the idols that his 
father served, and worshipped them: 

22. And he forsook fhe Lorp God of his 
fathers, and walked not in the way of the Lorp. 

23. §| And the servants of Amon conspired 
against him, and slew the king in his own house. 

24. And the people of the land slew all them 
that had st aah against king Amon; and the 
perp of the land made Josiah his son king in 
uis stead. 

(I1-31*) 
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J. James Tissot. 
AN ARMED ANGEL APPEARS TO MANY, I Chron. xxi.16. 


“And David lifted up his eyes, and saw the angel of the 
Lorp stand between the earth and the heaven, having a 
drawn sword in his hand stretched out over Jerusalem.” 


25. Now the rest of the acts of Amon which 
he did, are they not written in the book of the 
Chronicles of the kings of Judah? 

26. And he was buried in his sepulchre in the 
garden of Uzza: and Josiah his son reigned in his 
stead. 


CHAPTER XXII 


1. Josiah was eight years old when he began 
to reign, and he reigned thirty and one years in 
Jerusalem. And his mother’s name was Jedidah, 
the daughter of Adaiah of Boscath. 

2. And he did that which was right in the 
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sight of the Lorp, and walked in all the way 
of David his father, and turned not aside to the 
right hand or to the left. 

3. § And it came to pass in the eighteenth 
year of king Josiah, that the king sent Shaphan 
the son of Azaliah, the son of Meshullam, the 
scribe, to the house of the LoRD, saying, 

4. Go up to Hilkiah the high priest, that he 
may sum the silver which is brought into the 
house of the Lorb, which the keepers of the door 
have gathered of the people: 

5. And let them deliver it into the hand of 
the doers of the work, that have the oversight 
of the house of the Lorp: and let them give 
it to the doers of the work, which 7s in the 
house of the Lorp, to repair the breaches of 
the house, 

6. Unto carpenters, and builders, and masons, 
and to buy timber and hewn stone to repair the 
house. 

7. Howbeit, there was no reckoning made with 
them of the money that was delivered into their 
hand, because they dealt faithfully. 

8. § And Hilkiah the high priest said unto 
Shaphan the scribe, I have found the book of the 
law in the house of the Lorp. And Hilkiah gave 
the book to Shaphan, and he read it. 

9. And Shaphan the scribe came to the king, 
and brought the king word again, and said, Thy 
servants have gathered the money that was found 
in the house, and have delivered it into the hand 
of them that do the work, and have the oversight 
of the house of the Lorp. 

10. And Shaphan the scribe shewed the king, 
saying, Hilkiah the priest hath delivered me a 
book. And Shaphan read it before the king. 

11. And it came to pass, when the king had 
heard the words of the haa of the law, that he 
rent his clothes. 

12. And the king commanded Hilkiah the 
priest, and Ahikam the son of Shaphan, and Ach- 
bor the son of Michaiah, and Shaphan the scribe, 
and Asahiah a servant of the king’s, saying, 

13. Go ye, inquire of the Lorp for me, and 
for the people, and for all Judah, concerning the 
words of this book that is found: for great vs the 
wrath of the Lorp that is kindled against us, 
because our fathers have not hearkened unto the 
words of this book, to do according unto all that 
which is written concerning us. 

14. So Hilkiah the priest, and Ahikam, and 
Achbor, and Shaphan, and Asahiah, went unto 
Huldah the prophetess, the wife of Shallum the 
son of Tikvah, the son of Harhas, keeper of 
the wardrobe; (now she dwelt in Jerusalem 
in the college;) and they communed with her. 

15. §| And she said unto them, Thus saith the 


Lorp God of Israel, Tell the man that sent you 
to me, 

16. Thus saith the Lorp, Behold, I will bring 
evil upon this place, and upon the inhabitants 
thereof, even all the words of the book which the 
king of Judah hath read: 

17. Because they have forsaken me, and have 
burned incense unto other gods, that they 
might provoke me to anger with all the works 
of their hands; therefore my wrath shall be 
kindled against this place, and shall not be 
quenched. 

18. But to the king of Judah which sent you 
to inquire of the Lorp, thus shall ye say to him, 
Thus saith the Lorp God of Israel, As touching 
the words which thou hast heard; 

19. Because thine heart was tender, and thou 
hast humbled thyself before the Lorp, when 
thou heardest what I spake against this place, and 
against the inhabitants thereof, that they should 
become a desolation and a curse, and hast rent 
thy clothes, and wept before me; I also have 
heard thee, saith the Lorp. 

20. Behold therefore, I will gather thee unto 
thy fathers, and thou shalt be gathered into thy 
grave in peace; and thine eyes shall not see all the 
evil which I will bring upon this place. And they 
brought the king word again. 


CHAPTER XXIII 















ered unto him all the elders of 
Judah and of Jerusalem. 

2. And the king went up into 
the house of the Lorp, and all 
the men of Judah and all the 
‘e}inhabitants of Jerusalem with 
him, and the priests, and the prophets, and all the 
people, both small and great: and he read in their 
ears all the words of the book of the covenant 
which was found in the house of the Lorp. 

3. § And the king stood by a pillar, and made 
a covenant before the Lorp, to walk after the 
Lorp, and to keep his commandments and his 
testimonies and his statutes with all their heart 
and all their soul, to perform the words of this 
covenant that were written in this book. And all 
the people stood to the covenant. 

4. And the king commanded Hilkiah the high 
priest, and the priests of the second order, and 
the keepers of the door, to bring forth out of the 
temple of the Lorp all the vessels that were made 
for Baal, and for the grove, and for all the host of 
heaven: and he burned them without Jerusalem 
in the fields of Kidron, and carried the ashes of 
them unto Beth-el. 


fewweeeemeee| NT) the king sent, and they gath- 
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THE PRIESTS. 


“Now these are the divisions of the sons of Aaron. 
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I Chron. xxiv. 1 and 2. 


The sons of Aaron; Nadab, and Abihu, 


Eleazar, and Ithamar. But Nadab and Abihu died before their father, and had no children.” 


5. And he put down the idolatrous priests, 
whom the kings of Judah had ordained to burn 
incense in the high places in the cities of Judah, 
and in the places round about Jerusalem; them 
also that burned incense unto Baal, to the sun, 
and to the moon, and to the planets, and to all 
the host of heaven. 

6. And he brought out the grove from the 
house of the Lorp, without Jerusalem, unto the 
brook Kidron, and burned it at the brook Kidron, 
and stamped zt small to powder, and cast the 
powder thereof upon the graves of the children 
of the people. 

7. And he brake down the houses of the 
sodomites, that were by the house of the 
Lorp, where the women wove hangings for 
the grove. 

8. And he brought all the priests out of the 
cities of Judah, and defiled the high places where 
the priests had burned incense, from Geba to 
Beer-sheba, and brake down the high places of 
the gates that were in the entering in of the gate 
of Joshua the governor of the city, which were on 
a man’s left hand at the gate of the city. 

9. Nevertheless the priests of the high places 
came not up to the altar of the Lorp in Jeru- 
salem, but they did eat of the unleavened bread 
among their brethren. 


10. And he defiled Topheth, which 7s in the 
valley of the children of Hinnom, that no man 
might make his son or his daughter to pass 
through the fire to Molech. ; 

11. And he took away the horses that the 
kings of Judah had given to the sun, at the enter- 
ing in of the house of the Lorp, by the chamber 
of Nathan-melech the chamberlain, which was in 
the suburbs, and burned the chariots of the sun 
with fire. ; 

12. And the altars that were on the top of the 
Tobe chamber of Ahaz, which the kings of Judah 
had made, and the altars which Manasseh had 
made in the two courts of the house of the Lorn, 
did the king beat down, and brake them down 
from thence, and cast the dust of them into the 
brook Kidron. 

13. And the high places that were before 
Jerusalem, which were on the right hand of the 
mount of corruption, which Solomon the king of 
Israel had builded for Ashtoreth the abomination 
of the Zidonians, and for Chemosh the abomina- 
tion of the Moabites, and for Milcom the 
abomination of the children of Ammon, did the 
king defile. 

14. And he brake in pieces the images, and 
cut down the groves, and filled their places with 
the bones of men. 
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15. § Moreover the altar’ that was at 
Beth-el, and the high place which Jeroboam 
the son of Nebat, who made Israel to sin, had 
made, both that altar and the high place he 
brake down, and burned the high place, and 
stamped 7? small to powder, and burned the 
grove. 

16. And as Josiah turned himself, he spied 
the sepulchres that were there in the mount, and 
sent, and took the bones out of the sepulchres, 
and burned them upon the altar, and polluted 
it, according to the word of the Lorp which 
the man of God proclaimed, who proclaimed 
these words. ; 

17. Then he said, What title zs that that I 
see? And the men of the city told him, Jt 2s the 
sepulchre of the man of God, which came from 
Judah, and proclaimed these things that thou 
hast done against the altar of Beth-el. 

18. And he said, Let him alone; let no man 
move his bones. So they let his bones alone, 
with the bones of the prophet that came out of 
Samaria. 

19. And all the houses also of the high places 
that were in the cities of Samaria, which the 
kings of Israel had made to provoke the Lorp to 
anger, Josiah took away, and did to them 
according to all the acts that he had done in 
Beth-el. 

20. And he slew all the priests of the high 
laces that were there upon the altars, and 
bien men’s bones upon them, and returned to 
Jerusalem. ; 

21. § And the king commanded all the 
eople, saying, Keep the passover unto the 

orD your God, as 2 is written in the book of 
this covenant. 

22. Surely there was not holden such a pass- 
over from the days of the judges that judged 
Israel, nor in all the days of the kings of Israel, 
nor of the kings of Judah; 

23. But in the eighteenth year of king Josiah, 
wherein this passover was holden to the Lorp in 
Jerusalem. 

24. § Moreover the workers with familiar 
spirits, and the wizards, and the images, and 
the idols, and all the abominations that were 
spied in the land of Judah and in Jerusalem, 
did Josiah put away, that he might perform the 
words of the law, which were written in the 
book that Hilkiah the priest found in the house 
of the Lorp. 

25. And like unto him was there no king 
before him, that turned to the Lorp with all his 
heart, and with all his soul, and with all his 
might, according to all the law of Moses; neither 
after him arose there any like him. 


26. § Notwithstanding, the Lorp turned not 
from the fierceness of his great wrath, wherewith 
his anger was kindled against Judah, because 
of all the provocations that Manasseh had 
provoked him withal. 

27. And the Lorp said, I will remove Judah 
also out of my sight, as I have removed Israel, 
and will cast off this city Jerusalem which I have 
chosen, and the house of which I said, My name 
shall be there. 

28. Now the rest of the acts of Josiah, and all 
that he did, ave they not written in the book of 
the Chronicles of the kings of Judah? 

29. § In his days Pharaoh-nechoh king of 
Egypt went up against the king of Assyria to the 
river Euphrates: and king Josiah went against 
him; and he siew him at Megiddo, when he had 
seen him, 

30. And his servants carried him in a chariot 
dead from Megiddo, and brought him to Jeru- 
salem, and buried him in his own sepulchre. 
And the people of the land took Jehoahaz the 
son of Josiah, and anointed him, and made him 
king in his father’s stead. 

31. § Jehoahaz was twenty and three years 
old when he began to reign; and he reigned three 
months in Jerusalem. And his mother’s name 
was Hamutal, the daughter of Jeremiah of 
Libnah. 

32. And he did that which was evil in the 
sight of the Lorp, according to all that his 
fathers had done. 

33. And Pharaoh-nechoh put him in bands 
at Riblah in the land of Hamath, that he might 
not reign in Jerusalem; and put the land to a 
tribute of a hundred talents of silver, and a 
talent of gold. 

34. And Pharaoh-nechoh made Eliakim the 
son of Josiah king in the room of Josiah his 
father, and turned his name to Jehoiakim, 
and took Jehoahaz away: and he came _ to 
Egypt, and died there. 

35. And Jehoiakim gave the silver and the 
gold to Pharaoh; but he taxed the land to 
give the money according to the command- 
ment of Pharaoh: he exacted the silver and 
the gold of the people of the land, of every one 
according to his taxation, to give it unto 
Pharaoh-nechoh. 

36. § Jehoiakim was twenty and five years 
old when he began to reign; and he reigned 
eleven years in Jerusalem. And his mother’s 
name was Zebudah, the daughter of Pedaiah of 
Rumah. 

37. And he did that which was evil in the 
sight of the Lorp, according to all that his 
fathers had done. 
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‘Moreover David and the captains of the host separated to the service of the sons of Asaph, and 
of Heman, and of Jeduthun, who should prophesy with harps, with psalteries, and with cymbals.” 


CHAPTER XXIV 





qN his days Nebuchadnezzar king 
of Besson came up, and Jehoia- 
kim became his servant three 
| eae then he turned and re- 
elled against him. 
|| 2. And the Lorp sent against 
him bands of the Chaldees, and 
bands of the Syrians, and bands of the Moabites, 
and bands of the children of Ammon, and _ sent 
them against Judah to destroy it, according to 
the word of the Lorn, which he spake by his 
servants the prophets. 

3. Surely at the commandment of the Lorp 
came this upon Judah, to remove them out of his 
sight, for the sins of Manasseh, according to all 
that he did; 

4. And also for the innocent blood that he 
shed: for he filled Jerusalem with innocent 
blood; which the Lorp would not pardon. 

5. § Now the rest of the acts of Jehoiakim, 
and all that he did, are they not written in the 
book of the Chronicles of the kings of Judah? 

6. So Jehoiakim slept with his fathers: and 
Jehoiachin his son reigned in his stead. 

7. And the king of Egypt came not again 
any more out of his land: for the king of Baby- 
lon had taken from the river of Egypt unto the 
river Euphrates all that pertained to the king 
of Egypt. 

8. | Jehoiachin was eighteen years old when 
he began to reign, and he reigned in Jerusalem 








three months. And his mother’s name was 
Nehushta, the daughter of Elnathan of Jerusalem. 

9. And he did that which was evil in the 
sight of the Lorp, according to all that his 
father had done. 

10. ¢ At that time the servants of Nebu- 
chadnezzar king of Babylon came up against 
Jerusalem, and the city was besieged. 

11. And Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon 
came against the city, and his servants did 
besiege it. 

12. And Jehoiachin the king of Judah went 
out to the king of Babylon, he, and his mother, 
and his servants, and his princes, and his officers: 
and the king of Babylon took him in the eighth 
year of his reign. 

13. And he carried out thence all the treas- 
ures of the house of the Lorn, and the treasures 
of the king’s house, and cut in pieces all the 
vessels of gold which Solomon king of Israel had 
made in the temple of the Lorp, as the Lorp 
had said. 

14. And he carried away all Jerusalem, and 
all the princes, and all the mighty men of valour, 
even ten thousand captives, and all the crafts- 
men and smiths: none remained, save the poor- 
est sort of the people of the land. 

15. And he carried away Jehoiachin to 
Babylon, and the king’s mother, and the king’s 
wives, and his officers, and the mighty of the 
land, those carried he into captivity from 
Jerusalem to Babylon. 

16. And all the men of might, even seven 
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thousand, and craftsmen and smiths a thousand, 
all that were strong and apt for war, even them 
the king of Babylon brought captive to Babylon. 
17. | And the king of Babylon made 
Mattaniah his father’s brother king in_his 
stead, and changed his name to Zedekiah. 


the famine prevailed in the city, and there was 
no bread for the people of the land. 

4. § And the city was broken up, and all the 
men of war fled by night by the way of the gate 
between two walls, which 7s by the king’s garden: 
(now the Chaldees were against the city round 





J. James Tissot. 


THE MUSICIANS. 


up the horn. 


18. Zedekiah was twenty and one years old 
when he began to reign, and he reigned eleven 
years in Jerusalem. And his mother’s name was 
Hamutal, the daughter of Jeremiah of Libnah. 

19. And he did that which was evil in the 
sight of the Lorn, according to all that Jehoiakim 
had done. 

20. For through the anger of the Lorp it 
came to pass in Jerusalem and Judah, until he 
had cast them out from his presence, that 


Zedekiah rebelled against the king of Babylon. 


CHAPTER XXV 























iwivwweewieee-ed| NI) it came to pass in the ninth 
ij year of his reign, in the tenth 
s|month, in the tenth day of the 
month, that Nebuchadnezzar 
4|king of Babylon came, he, and 
all his host, against Jerusalem, 
ljand pitched against it; and they 
built forts against it round about. 

2. And the city was besieged unto the 
eleventh year of king Zedekiah. 
3. And on the ninth day of the fourth month 
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‘*All these were the sons of Heman the king’s seer in the words of God, to lift 


And God gave to Heman fourteen sons and three daughters.” 


about:) and the king went the way toward the 
plain. 

5. And the army of the Chaldees pursued 
after the king, and overtook him in the plains 
of Jericho: and all his army were scattered 
from him. 

6. So they took the king, and brought him 
up to the king of Babylon to Riblah; and they 
gave judgment upon him. : 

7. And they slew the sons of Zedekiah before 
his eyes, and put out the eyes of Zedekiah, and 
bound him with fetters of brass, and carried him 
to Babylon. 

8. § And in the fifth month, on the seventh 
day of the month, which ts the nineteenth year 
of king Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, came 
Nebuzar-adan, captain of the guard, a servant 
of the king of Babylon, unto Jerusalem: 

9. And he burnt the house of the Lorp, and 
the king’s house, and all the houses of Jeru- 
salem, and every great man’s house burnt he 
with fire. 

10. And all the army of the Chaldees, that 
were with the captain of the guard, brake down 
the walls of Jerusalem round about. 
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“ Which Shelomith and his brethren were over 
all the treasures of the dedicated things.” 
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11. Now the rest of the people that were 
left in the city, and the fugitives that fell away 
to the king of Babylon, with the remnant of the 
multitude, did Nebuzar-adan the captain of the 
guard carry away. 

12. But the captain of the guard left of 





18. ( And the captain of the guard took 
Seraiah the chief priest, and Zephaniah the 
second priest, and the three keepers of the door: 

19. And out of the city he took an officer 
that was set over the men of war, and five men 
of them that were in the king’s presence, which 






——— 








de Brunoff, 1904. 


Copyright by 


THE KEEPERS OF THE FOUR GATES. I Chron. xxvi. 1. 


“Concerning the divisions of the porters: Of the Korhites was Meshelemiah the son of Kore, of the sons of Asaph.” 


the poor of the land to be vinedressers and 
husbandmen. 

13. And the pillars of brass that were in the 
house of the Lorp, and the bases, and the 
brazen sea that was in the house of the Lorp, did 
the Chaldees break in pieces, and carried the 
brass of them to Babylon. 

14. And the pots, and the shovels, and the 
snuffers, and the spoons, and all the vessels of 
brass wherewith they ministered, took they 
away. 

15. And the firepans, and the bowls, and 
such things as were ae gold, zm gold, and of silver, 
in silver, the captain of the guard took away. 

16. ‘The two pillars, one sea, and the bases 
which Solomon had made for the house of the 
Lorp; the brass of all these vessels was without 
weight. 

17. The height of the one pillar was eighteen 
cubits, and the chapiter upon it was brass: and 
the height of the chapiter three cubits; and the 
wreathen work, and pomegranates upon the 
chapiter round about, all of brass: and like 
unto these had the second pillar with wreathen 
work. 
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were found in the city, and the principal scribe 
of the host, which mustered the people of the 
land, and threescore men of the people of the 
land that were found in the city: 

20. And Nebuzar-adan captain of the 
guard took these, and brought them to the king 
of Babylon to Riblah: 

21. And the king of Babylon smote them, 
and slew them at Riblah in the land of Hamath. 
So Judah was carried away out of their land. 

22. § And as for the people that remained 
in the land of Judah, whom Nebuchadnezzar 
king of Babylon had left, even over them he 
made Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, the son of 
Shaphan, ruler. 

23. And when all the captains of the armies, 
they and their men, heard that the king of 
Babylon had made Gedaliah governor, there 
came to Gedaliah to Mizpah, even Ishmael the 
son of Nethaniah, and Johanan the son of 
Careah, and Seraiah the son of ‘Tanhumeth the 
Netophathite, and Jaazaniah the son of a 
Maachathite, they and their men. 

24. And Gedaliah sware to them, and to 
their men, and said unto them, Fear not to be 
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the servants of the Chaldees: dwell in the land, 
and serve the king of Babylon; and it shall be 
well with you. 

25. But it came to pass in the seventh month, 
that Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, the son of 
Elishama, of the seed royal, came, and ten 
men with him, and smote Gedaliah, that he 
died, and the Jews and the Chaldees that were 
with him at Mizpah. 

26. And all the people, both small and great, 
and the captains of the armies, arose, and came 
to Egypt: for they were afraid of the Chaldees. 

27. 4] And it came to pass in the seven and 
thirtieth year of the captivity of Jehoiachin king 


Ya 


~~ 


of Judah, in the twelfth month, on the seven 
and twentieth day of the month, that Ebil- 
merodach king of Babylon in the year that he 
began to reign did lift up the head of Jehoiachin 
king of Judah out of prison; 

28. And he spake kindly to him, and set his 
throne above the throne of the kings that were 
with him in Babylon; 

29. And changed his prison garments: and 
he did eat bread continually before him all the 
days of his life. 

30. And his allowance was a continual allow- 
ance given him of the king, a daily rate for every 


day, all the days of his life. 
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CHAPTER X 


OW the Philistines fought against 
Re M (73| Israel; and the men of Israel 
fe (|| fled from before the Philistines, 
4 fei} and fell down slain in mount 
N se Gilboa. 
: #/ 2. And the Philistines fol- 
= lowed hard after Saul, and after 
his sons; and the Philistines slew Jonathan, and 
Abinadab, and Malchi-shua, the sons of Saul. 

3. And the battle went sore against Saul, 
and the archers hit him, and he was wounded 
of the archers. 

4. ‘Then said Saul to his armourbearer, Draw 
thy sword, and thrust me through therewith; 
lest these uncircumcised come and abuse me. 
But his armourbearer would not; for he was sore 
afraid. So Saul took a sword, and fell upon it. 

5. And when his armourbearer saw _ that 
Saul was dead, he fell likewise on the sword, 
and died. 

6. So Saul died, and his three sons, and all 
his house died together. 

7. And when all the men of Israel that were 
in the valley saw that they fled, and that Saul 
and his sons were dead, then they forsook their 
cities, and fled: and the Philistines came and 
dwelt in them. 

8. § And it came to pass on the morrow, when 
the Philistines came to strip the slain, that they 
found Saul and his sons fallen in mount Gilboa. 

9. And when they had stripped him, they 
took his head, and his armour, and sent into the 
land of the Philistines round about, to carry 
tidings unto their idols, and to the people. 

10. And they put his armour in the house 
of their gods, and fastened his head in the temple 
of Dagon. 

11. § And when all Jabesh-gilead heard all 
that the Philistines had done to Saul, 

12. They arose, all the valiant men, and 
took away the body of Saul, and the bodies of 
his sons, and brought them to Jabesh, and buried 
their bones under the oak in Jabesh, and fasted 
seven days. 

13. {| So Saul died for his transgression which 





he committed against the Lorp, even against 
the word of the Lorp, which he kept not, and 
also for asking counsel of one that had a familiar 
spirit, to inquire of 7; 

14. And inquired not of the Lorn: therefore 
he slew him, and turned the kingdom unto David 
the son of Jesse. 


CHAPTER XI 


JHEN all Israel gathered them- 
fll selves to David unto Hebron, 
Ya| saying, Behold, we are thy bone 
and thy flesh. 

i] 2. And moreover in time past, 
wi] even when Saul was king, thou 
— =| wast he that leddest out and 
broughtest in Israel: and the Lorp thy God 
said unto thee, Thou shalt feed my people 
Israel, and thou shalt be ruler over my people 
Israel. 

3. Therefore came all the elders of Israel to 
the king to Hebron; and David made a covenant 
with them in Hebron before the Lorn; and they 
anointed David king over Israel, according to 
the word of the Lorp by Samuel. 

4. § And David and all Israel went to Jeru- 
salem, which zis Jebus; where the Jebusites were, 
the inhabitants of the land. 

5. And the inhabitants of Jebus said to 
David, Thou shalt not come hither. Never- 
theless David took the castle of Zion, which zs 
the city of David. 

6. And David said, Whosoever smiteth the 
Jebusites first shall be chief and captain. So 
Joab the son of Zeruiah went first up, and was 
chief. 

7. And David dwelt in the castle; therefore 
they called it the city of David. 

8. And he built the city round about, even 
from Millo round about: and Joab repaired the 
rest of the city. 

9. So David waxed greater and greater: 
for the Lorp of hosts was with him. 

10. § These also are the chief of the mighty 
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men whom David had, who strengthened them- 
selves with him in his kingdom, and with all 
Israel, to make him king, according to the word 
of the Lorp concerning Israel. 

11. And this zs the number of the mighty 
men whom David had; Jashobeam, a Hach- 
monite, the chief of the captains: he lifted up his 
spear against three hundred slain by him at 
one time. 

12. And after him was Eleazar the son of 
Dodo, the Ahohite, who was one of the three 
migh ties. 

13. He was with David at Pas-dammim, 
and there the Philistines were gathered together 
to battle, where was a parcel of ground full of 
barley; and the people fled from before the 
Philistines. 

14. And they set themselves in the midst of 
that parcel, and delivered it, and slew the Phi- 
listines; and the Lorp saved them by a great 
deliverance. 

15. § Now three of the thirty captains went 
down to the rock to David, into the cave of 
Adullam; and the host of the Philistines 
encamped in the valley of Rephaim. 

16. And David was then in the hold, and the 
Philistines’ garrison was then at Beth-lehem. 

17. And David longed, and said, Oh that 
one would give me drink of the water of the well 
of Beth-lehem, that 7s at the gate! 

18. And the three brake through the host of 
the Philistines, and drew water out of the well 
of Beth-lehem, that was by the gate, and 
took it, and brought wz to David: but David 
would not drink of it, but poured it out to the 
Lorp, 

19. And said, My God forbid it me, that I 
should do this thing: shall I drink the blood of 
these men that have put their lives in jeopardy? 
for with the jeopardy of their lives they brought 
it: therefore he would not drink it. These 
things did these three mightiest. 

20. § And Abishai the brother of Joab, he 
was chief of the three: for lifting up his spear 
against three hundred, he slew them, and had a 
name among the three. 

21. Of the three, he was more honourable 
than the two; for he was their captain: howbeit 
he attained not to the first three. 

22. Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, the son of 
a valiant man of Kabzeel who had done many 
acts; he slew two lionlike men of Moab: also he 
hye down and slew a lion in a pit in a snowy 
day. 

23. And he slew an Egyptian, a man of great 
stature, five cubits high; and in the Egyptian’s 
hand was a spear like a weaver’s beam; and he 


went down to him with a staff, and plucked 
the spear out of the Egyptian’s hand, and slew 
him with his own spear. 

24. ‘These things did Benaiah the son of 
Jehoiada, and had a name among the three 
mighties. 

25. Behold, he was honourable among the 
thirty, but attained not to the first three: and 
David set him over his guard. 

26. § Also the valiant men of the armies 
were, Asahel the brother of Joab, Elhanan the 
son of Dodo of Beth-lehem, 

27. Shammoth the Harorite, 
Pelonite, 

28. Ira the son of Ikkesh 
Abi-ezer the Antothite, 

29. Sibbecai the Hushathite, [lai the Ahoh- 
ite, 

30. Maharai the Netophathite, 
son of Baanah the Netophathite, 

31. Ithai the son of Ribai of Gibeah, that 
pertained to the children of Benjamin, Benaiah 
the Pirathonite, 

32. Hurai of the brooks of Gaash, Abiel the 
Arbathite, 

33. Azmaveth the Baharumite, Eliahba the 
Shaalbonite, 

34. The sons of Hashem the Gizonite, 
Jonathan the son of Shage the Hararite, 

35. Ahiam the son of Sacar the Hararite, 
Eliphal the son of Ur, 

36. Hepher the Mecherathite, Ahijah the 
Pelonite, 

37. Hezro the Carmelite, Naarai the son of 
Ezbai, 

38. Joel the brother of Nathan, Mibhar the 
son of Haggeri, 

39. Zelek the Ammonite, Naharai the Bero- 
thite, the armourbearer of Joab the son of 
Zeruiah, 

40. Iva the Ithrite, Gareb the Ithrite, 

41. Uriah the Hittite, Zabad the son of 
Ahlai, 

42. Adina the son of Shiza the Reubenite, 
a captain of the Reubenites, and thirty with 
him, 

43. Hanan the son of Maachah, and Joshaphat 
the Mithnite, 

44. Uzzia the Ashterathite, Shama and Jehiel 
the sons of Hothan the Aroerite, 

45. Jediael the son of Shimri, and Joha his 
brother, the Tizite, 

46. Eliel the Mahavite, and Jeribai and 
Joshaviah the sons of Elnaam, and Ithmah the 
Moabite, 

47. Eliel, and Obed, and Jasiel the Meso- 
baite. 


Helez the 
the Tekoite, 


Heled the 
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THE CHIEFS OF THE ARMY. I Chron. xxvi. 30. 


“And of the Hebronites, Hashabiah and his brethren, men of valour, a thousand 
and seven hundred, were officers among them of Israel on this side Jordan 
westward in all the business of the Lorp, and in the service of the king.”’ 
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CHAPTER XII 


aa|OW these are they that came to 
4] David to Ziklag, while he yet 
kept himself close because of 
Saul the son of Kish: and they 
were among the mighty men, 
helpers of the war. 

2. They were armed with 
bows, and could use both the right hand 
and the left in hurling 
stones and shooting 
arrows out of a_ bow, 
even of Saul’s brethren 
of Benjamin. 

38. The chief was 
Ahiezer, then Joash, 
the sons of Shemaah 
the Gibeathite; and 
Jeziel, and Pelet, the 
sons of Azmaveth; and 
Berachah, and Jehu the 
Antothite, 

4. And Ismaiah the 
Gibeonite, a mighty 
man among the thirty, 
and over the _ thirty; 
and Jeremiah, and 
Jahaziel, and Johanan, 
and Josabad the Geder- 
athite, 

5. Eluzai, and Jeri- 
moth, and Bealiah, and 
Shemariah, and Sheph- 
atiah the Haruphite, 

6. Elkanah, and 
Jesiah, and  Azareel, 
and Joezer, and Jasho- 
beam, the Korhites, 

7. And Joelah, and 
Zebadiah, the sons of 
Jeroham of Gedor. 

8. And of the Gad- 
ites there separated 
themselves unto David 
into the hold to the wil- 
derness men of might, 
and men of war fit 
for the battle, that could handle shield and 
buckler, whose faces were like the faces of 
lions, and were as swift as the roes upon the 
mountains; 

9. Ezer the first, Obadiah the second, Eliab 
the third, 

10. Mishmannah the fourth, Jeremiah the 
fifth, 

11. Attai the sixth, Eliel the seventh, 
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THE OFFICERS AND JUDGES. I Chron. xxvi. 29. 


“Of the Izharites, Chenaniah and his sons were for the 
outward business over Israel, for officers and judges.” 


12. Johanan the eighth, Elzabad the ninth, 

13. Jeremiah the tenth, Machbanai_ the 
eleventh. 

14. ‘These were of the sons of Gad, captains of 
the host: one of the least was over a hundred, 
and the greatest over a thousand. 

15. These are they that went over Jordan in 
the first month, whenit had overflown all his banks; 
and they put to flight all them of the valleys, 
both toward the east, and toward the west. 

16. And there came 
of the children of Ben- 
jamin and Judah to the 
hold unto David. 

17. And David went 
out to meet them, and 
answered and said unto 
them, If ye be come 
pe. unto me to 
nelp me, mine heart 
shall be knit unto you: 
but if ye be come to 
betray me to mine ene- 
mies, seeing there is no 
wrongin mine hands, the 
God of our fathers look 
thereon, and rebuke 7%. 

18. ‘Then the spirit 
came upon Amasai, who 
was chief of the cap- 
tains, and he said, Thine 
are we, David, and on 
thy side, thou son of 
Jesse: peace, peace be 
unto thee, and peace be 
to thine helpers; for th 
Godhelpeth thee. Then 
David received them, 
and made them cap- 
tains of the band. 

19. And there fell 
some of Manasseh to 
David, when he came 
with the Philistines 
against Saul to battle; 
but they helped them 
not: for the lords of the 
Philistines upon advise- 
ment sent him away, saying, He will fall to his 
master Saul to the jeopardy of our heads. 

20. As he went to Ziklag, there fell to him of 
Manasseh, Adnah, and Jozabad, and Jediael, and 
Michael, and Jozabad, and Elihu, and Zilthai, 
captains of the thousands that were of Manasseh. 

21. And they helped David against the band 
of the rovers: for they were all mighty men of 
valour, and were captains in the host. 


534. I CHRONICLES 





22. For at that time day by day there came 
to David to help him, until 7 was a great host, 
like the host of God. 

23. § And these are the numbers of the bands 
that were ready armed to the war, and came to 
David to Hebron, to turn the kingdom of Saul to 
him, according io the word of ie Lorp. 

24. ‘The children of Judah that bare shield 
and spear were six thousand and eight hundred, 
ready armed to the war. 

25. Of the children of Simeon, mighty men of 
valour for the war, seven fhoqeiad and one 
hundred. 

26 Of the children of Levi four thousand 
and six hundred. 

27. And Jehoiada was the leader — the 
Aaronites, and with him were three thousand and 
seven hundred; 

28. And Zadok, a young man mighty of val- 
our, and of his father’s house twenty and two 
captains. 

29. And of the children of Benjamin, the 
kindred of Saul, three thousand: for hitherto 
the greatest part of them had kept the ward of 
the house of Saul. 

30. And of the children of Ephraim twenty 
thousand and eight hundred, mighty men of 
valour, famous throughout the house of their 
fathers. 

31. And of the half tribe of Manasseh eight- 
een thousand, which were expressed by name, to 
come and make David king. 

82. And of the children of Issachar, which 
were men that had understanding of the times, to 
know what Israel ought to do; the heads of them 
were two hundred; and all thor brethren were at 
their pomnnen nce 

33. Of Zebulun, such as went forth to battle, 
expert in war, with all instruments of war, fifty 
thousand, which could keep rank: they were not 
of double heart. 

34. And of Naphtali a thousand captains, and 
with them with shield and spear thirty and seven 
thousand. 

35. And of the Danites expert in war twenty 
and eight thousand and six hundred. 

36. “And of Asher, such as went forth to battle, 
expert in war, forty thousand. 

37. And on the other side of Jordan, of the 
Reubenites, and the Gadites, and of the half tribe 
of Manasseh, with all manner of instruments 
of war for the battle, a hundred and twenty 
thousand. 

38. All these men-of war, that could keep 
rank, came with a perfect heart to Hebron, to 
make David king over all Israel: and all the rest 
also of Israel were of one heart to make David king. 


39. And there they were with David three 
days, eating and drinking: for their brethren had 
prepared for them. 

40. Moreover they that were nigh them, even 
unto Issachar and Zebulun and Naphtali, brought 
bread on asses, and on camels, and on mules, and 
on oxen, and meat, meal, cakes of figs, and 
bunches of raisins, and wine, and oil, and oxen, 
and sheep abundantly: for there was joy in Israel. 


CHAPTER XIII 








ND David consulted with the 
"| captains of thousands and hun- 
~2\| dreds, and with every leader. 
a 2. And David said unto all 
the congregation of Israel, If 2 
seem good unto you, and that 2 
be of the Lorp our God, let us 
send abroad unto our brethren every where, that 
are left in all the land of Israel, and with them 
also to the priests and Levites which are in 
their cities and suburbs, that they may gather 
themselves unto us: 

3. And let us bring again the ark of our God to 
us: for we inquired not at it in the days of Saul. 

4. And all the congregation said that they 
would do so; for the thing was right in the eyes of 
all the people. 

5. So David gathered all Israel together, from 
Shihor of Egypt even unto the entering of Hemath, 
to bring the ark of God from Kirjath-jearim. 

6. And David went up, and all Israel, to 
Baalah, that is, to Kirjath-jearim, which belonged 
to Judah, to bring up thence the ark of God the 
Lorp, that dwelleth between the cherubim, whose 
name is called on tt. 

7. And they carried the ark of God in a new 
cart out of the house of Abinadab: and Uzza and 
Ahio drave the cart. 

8. And David and all Israel played before 
God with all their might, and with singing, and 
with harps, and with psalteries, and with timbrels, 
and with cymbals, and with trumpets. 

. § And when they came unto the threshing- 
floor of Chidon, Uzza put forth his hand to hold 
the ark; for the oxen stumbled. — 

10. And the anger of the Lorp was kindled 
against Uzza, and he smote him, because he 
put his hand to the ark: and there he died before 
God. 

11. And David was displeased, because the 
Lorp had made a breach upon Uzza: wherefore 
that place is called Perez-uzza to this day. 

12. And David was afraid of God that day, 
saying, How shall I bring the ark of God home 
to me? 
































I CHRONICLES 535 


13. So David brought not the ark home to 
himself to the city of David, but carried it aside 
into the house of Obed-edom the Gittite. 

14. And the ark of God remained with the 
family of Obed-edom in his house three months. 
And the Lorp blessed the house of Obed-edom, 
and all that he had. 


* * * * * * * 


CHAPTER XXI 








ND Satan stood up against Is- 
M\rael, and provoked David to 
| number Israel. 

i) 2. And David said to Joab 
“yy|and to the rulers of the people, 
ia'| Go, number Israel from Beer- 
f sheba even to Dan; and bring 
the number of them to me, that I may know 7. 

3. And Joab answered, The Lorp make his 
people a hundred times so many more as they be: 
but, my lord the king, are they not all my lord’s 
servants? why then doth my lord require this 
thing? why will he be a cause of trespass to Israel? 

4. Nevertheless the king’s word prevailed 
against Joab. Wherefore Joab departed, and 
went throughout all Israel, and came to Jeru- 
salem. 

5. § And Joab gave the sum of the number of 
the people unto David. And all they of Israel 
were a thousand thousand anda hundred thousand 
men that drewsword: and Judah was four hundred 
threescore and ten thousand men that drew 
sword. 

6. But Levi and Benjamin counted he not 
among them: for the king’s word was abominable 
to Joab. / 

7. And God was displeased with this thing; 
therefore he smote Israel. 

8. And David said unto God, I have sinned 
greatly, because I have done this thing: but 
now, I beseech thee, do away the iniquity of thy 
servant; for I have done very foolishly. 

9. § And the Lorp spake unto Gad, David's 
seer, saying, 

10. Go and tell David, saying, Thus saith the 
Lorp, I offer thee three things: choose thee one 
of them, that I may do zt unto thee. 

11. So Gad came to David, and said unto 
him, Thus saith the Lorp, Choose thee 

12. Either three years’ famine; or three 
months to be destroyed before thy foes, while that 
the sword of thine enemies overtaketh thee; or 
else three days the sword of the Lorp, even the 
pestilence, in the land, and the angel of the Lorp 
destroying throughout all the coasts of Israel. 

(11-32) 































Now therefore advise thyself what word I shall 
bring again to him that sent me. 

13. And David said unto Gad, I am in a great 
strait: let me fall now into the hand of the Lorp; 
for very great are his mercies: but let me not fall 
into the hand of man. 

14. §{ So the Lorp sent pestilence upon Israel: 
and there fell of Israel seventy thousand men. 

15. And God sent an angel unto Jerusalem to 
destroy it: and as he was destroying, the Lorp 
beheld, and he repented him of the evil, and said 
to the angel that destroyed, It is enough, stay 
now thine hand. And the angel of the Lorp 
stood by the threshingfloor of Ornan the Jebusite. 

16. And David lifted up his eyes, and saw the 
angel of the Lorp stand between the earth and 
the heaven, having a drawn sword in his hand 
stretched out over Jerusalem. Then David and 
the elders of Israel, who were clothed in sackcloth, 
fell upon their faces. 

17. And David said unto God, Js zt not I that 
commanded the people to be numbered? even | 
it is that have sinned and done evil indeed; but 
as for these sheep, what have they done? let thine 
hand, I pray thee, O Lorp my God, be on me, 
and on my father’s house; but not on thy people, 
that they should be plagued. 

18. § Then the angel of the Lorp commanded 
Gad to say to David, that David should go up, 
and set up an altar unto the Lorp in the 
threshingfloor of Ornan the Jebusite. 

19. And David went up at the saying of Gad, 
which he spake in the name of the Lorp. 

20. And Ornan turned back, and saw the 
angel; and his four sons with him hid themselves. 
Now Ornan was threshing wheat. 

21. And as David came to Ornan, Ornan 
looked and saw David, and went out of the 
threshingfloor, and bowed himself to David with 
his face to the ground. 

22. Then David said to Ornan, Grant me 
the place of this threshingfloor, that I may build 
an altar therein unto the Lorn: thou shalt grant 
it me for the full price: that the plague may be 
stayed from the people. 

23. And Ornan said unto David, Take it to 
thee, and let my lord the king do that which is 
good in his eyes: lo, I give thee the oxen also for 
burnt offerings, and the threshing instruments 
for wood, and the wheat for the meat offering; 
I give it all. 

24. And king David said to Ornan, Nay; 
but I will verily buy it for the full price: for I will 
not take that which zs thine for the Lorp, nor 
offer burnt offerings without cost. 

25. So David gave to Ornan for the place six 
hundred shekels of gold by weight. 
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96. And David built there an altar unto the 
Lorp, and offered burnt offerings and peace 
offerings, and called upon the Lorp; and he 
answered him from heaven by fire upon the 
altar of burnt offering. 

97. And the Lorp commanded the angel; 
and he put up his sword again into the sheath 
thereof. 

28. § At that time when David saw that the 
Lorp had _ answered 
him in the threshing- 
floor of Ornan_ the 
Jebusite, then he sac- 
rificed there. 

29. For the taber- 
nacle of the Lorp, 
which Moses made in 
the wilderness, and 
the altar of the burnt 
offering, were at that 
season in the high 
place at Gibeon. 

5) Bitte avid 
could not go before it 
to inquire of God: for 
he was afraid because 
of the sword of the 
angel of the Lorp. 


* OK * * 


CHAPTER XXIV 


1. Now these are 
the divisions of the 
sons of Aaron. The 
sons of Aaron; Nadab 
and Abihu, Eleazar 
and Ithamar. 

2. But Nadab and 
Abihu died before 
their father, and had 
no children: therefore 
Eleazar and Ithamar 
executed the priest’s 
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office. 
38. And David dis- 
tributed them, both 


Zadok of the sons of 
Eleazar, and Ahimelech of the sons of Ithamar, 
according to their offices in their service. 

4. And there were more chief men found of 
the sons of Eleazar than of the sons of Ithamar; 
and thus were they divided. Among the sons of 
Eleazar there were sixteen chief men of the house 
of their fathers, and eight among the sons of 
Ithamar according to the house of their fathers. 





SOLOMON IS MADE KING. I Chron. xxix. 23. 


“Then Solomon sat on the throne of the Lorn as king instead ekel 
of David his father, and prospered; and all Israel obeyed him.” é 


5. ‘Thus were they divided by lot, one sort 
with another; for the governors of the sanc- 
tuary, and governors of the house of God, 
were of the sons of Eleazar, and of the sons 
of [thamar. 

6. And Shemaiah the son of Nethaneel the 
scribe, one of the Levites, wrote them before the 
king, and the princes, and Zadok the priest, and 
Ahimelech the son of Abiathar, and before the 
chief of the fathers of 
the priests and Levites: 
one principal house- 
hold being taken for 
Eleazar, and one taken 
for Ithamar. 

7. Now the first lot 
came forth to Jehoia- 
rib, the second to 
Jedaiah, 

Se) Lhe sthird aro 
Harim, the fourth to 
Seorim, | 

9. ‘The fifth to Mal- 
chijah, the sixth to 
Mijamin, 

10. The seventh to 
Hakkoz, the eighth to 
Abijah, 

1d,  Dhe nines 
Jeshuah, the tenth to 
Shecaniah, 

12. The eleventh to 
Eliashib, the twelfth 
to Jakim, 

13. The thirteenth 
to Huppah, the four- 
teenth to Jeshebeab, 

14. The fifteenth to 
Bilgah, the sixteenth to 
Immer, 

15. The seven- 
teenth to Hezir, the 
eighteenth to Aphses, 

16. ‘The nineteenth 
to Pethahiah, the 
twentieth to Jehez- 
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17. The one and 
twentieth to Jachin, 
the two and twentieth to Gamul, 

18. The three and twentieth to Delaiah, the 
four and twentieth to Maaziah. 

19. These were the orderings of them in their 
service to come into the house of the Lorp, 
according to their manner, under Aaron their 
father, as the Lorp God of Israel had com- 
manded him. 
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20. § And the rest of the sons of Levi were 
these: Of the sons of Amram; Shubael: of the sons 
of Shubael; Jehdeiah. 

21. Concerning Rehabiah: of the sons of 
Rehabiah, the first was Isshiah. 

22. Of the Izharites; Shelomoth: of the sons 
of Shelomoth; Jahath. 

23. Of the sons of Hebron; Jeriah the first, 
Amariah the second, Jahaziel the third, Jeka- 
meam the fourth. 

24. Of the sons of Uzziel; Michah: of the sons 
of Michah; Shamir. 

25. The brother of Michah was Isshiah: of 
the sons of Isshiah; Zechariah. 

26. The sons of Merari were Mahli and 
Mushi: the sons of Jaaziah; Beno. 

27. § The sons of Merari by Jaaziah; Beno, 
and Shoham, and Zaccur, and Ibri. 

28. Of Mahli came Eleazar, who had no sons. 

29. Concerning Kish: the son of Kish was 
Jerahmeel. 

30. ‘The sons also of Mushi; Mahli, and Eder, 
and Jerimoth. These were the sons of the 
Levites after the house of their fathers. 

31. These likewise cast lots over against 
their brethren the sons of Aaron in the presence 
of David the king, and Zadok, and Ahimelech, 
and the chief of the fathers of the priests and 
Levites, even the principal fathers over against 
their younger brethren. 


CHAPTER XXV 
MOREOVER David and _ the 


fi; captains of the hosts sepa- 
1] rated to the service of the sons 
|| of Asaph, and of Heman and, 
ewi| of Jeduthun, who should proph- 
eel esy with harps, with psalteries, 

= {and with cymbals: and_ the 
number of the workmen according to their 
service was: 

2. Of the sons of Asaph; Zaccur, and 
Joseph, and Nethaniah, and Asarelah, the 
sons of Asaph under the hands of Asaph, 
which prophesied according to the order of 
the king. 

3. Of Jeduthun: the sons of Jeduthun; 
Gedaliah, and Zeri, and Jeshaiah, Hashabiah, and 
Mattithiah, six, under the hands of their father 
Jeduthun, who prophesied with a harp, to give 
thanks and to praise the Lorn. 

4. Of Heman: the sons of Heman; Bukkiah, 
Mattaniah, Uzziel, Shebuel, and Jerimoth, 
Hananiah, Hanani, Eliathah, Giddalti, and 
Romamti-ezer, Joshbekashah, Mallothi, Hothir, 
and Mahazioth: 

(1I-32)* 
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5. All these were the sons of Heman the king’s 
seer in the words of God, to lift up the horn. 
And God gave to Heman fourteen sons and three 
daughters. 

6. All these were under the hands of their 
father for song iv the house of the Lorp, with 
cymbals, psalteries, and harps, for the service of 
the house of God, according to the king’s order 
to Asaph, Jeduthun, and Heman. 

7. So the number of them, with their brethren 
that were instructed in the songs of the Lorp, 
even all that were cunning, was two hundred 
fourscore and eight. 

8. § And they cast lots, ward against ward, as 
well the small as the great, the teacher as the 
scholar. 

9. Now the first lot came forth for Asaph to 
Joseph: the second to Gedaliah, who rit his 
brethren and sons were twelve: 

10. The third to Zaccur, he, his sons, and his 
brethren, were twelve: 

11. The fourth to Izri, he, his sons, and his 
brethren, were twelve: 

12. The fifth to Nethaniah, he, his sons, and 
his brethren, were twelve: 

13. The sixth to Bukkiah, he, his sons, and his 
brethren, were twelve: 

14. The seventh to Jesharelah, he, his sons, 
and his brethren, were twelve: 

15. The eighth to Jeshaiah, he, his sons, and 
his brethren, were twelve: 

16. The ninth to Mattaniah, he, his sons, and 
his brethren, were twelve: 

17. The tenth to Shemei, he, his sons, and his | 
brethren, were twelve: 

18. The eleventh to Azareel, he, his sons, and 
his brethren, were twelve: 

19. The twelfth to Hashabiah, he, his sons, 
and his brethren, were twelve: 

20. The thirteenth to Shubael, he, his sons, 
and his brethren, were twelve: 

21. The fourteenth to Mattithiah, he, his 
sons, and his brethren, were twelve: 

22. The fifteenth to Jeremoth, he, his sons, 
and his brethren, were twelve: 

23. The sixteenth to Hananiah, he, his sons, 
and his brethren, were twelve: 

24. The seventeenth to Joshbekashah, he, his 
sons, and his brethren, were twelve: 

25. The eighteenth to Hanani, he, his sons, 
and his brethren, were twelve: 

26. The nineteenth to Mallothi, he, his sons, 
and his brethren, were twelve: 

27. The twentieth to Eliathah, he, his sons, 
and his brethren, were twelve: 

28. The one and twentieth to Hothir, he, his 
sons, and his brethren, were twelve: 
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29. The two and twentieth to Giddalti, he, his 
sons, and his brethren, were twelve: 

30. The three and twentieth to Maha- 
zioth, he, his sons, and his brethren, were 
twelve: 


31. The four and twentieth to Romamti-ezer, 


he, his sons, and his brethren, were twelve. 
CHAPTER XXVI 


IONCERNING the divisions of 
RA| the porters: Of the Korhites was 
| Meshelemiah the son of Kore, of 
| the sons of Asaph. 
i 2. And the sons of Meshele- 
 miah were, Zechariah the first- 
SJ born, Jediael the second, Zeba- 
diah the third, Jathniel the fourth, 

8 Elam the fifth, Jehohanan the sixth, 
Elioenai the seventh. 

4. Moreover the sons of Obed-edom were, 








J. James Tissot. 


Shemaiah the firstborn, Jehozabad the second, 
Joah the third, and Sacar the fourth, and 
Nethaneel the fifth, 
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NEHEMIAH AND THE KING. Nehemiah ii. 2. 


“Wherefore the king said unto me, Why is thy countenance sad, seeing thou art 
not sick? this 7s nothing else but sorrow of heart. Then I was very sore afraid.” 


5. Ammiel the sixth, Issachar the seventh, 
Peulthai the eighth: for God blessed him. 

6. Also unto Shemaiah his son were sons born, 
that ruled throughout the house of their father: 
for they were mighty men of valour. 

7. ‘The sons of Shemaiah; Othni, and Rephael, 
and Obed, Elzabad, whose brethren were strong 
men, Elihu, and Semachiah. 

8. All these of the sons of Obed-edom: they 
and. their sons and their brethren, able men for 
strength for the service, were threescore and two 
of Obed-edom. 

9. And Meshelemiah had sons and brethren, 
strong men, eighieen. 

10. Also Hosah, of the children of Merari, 
had sons; Simri the chief, (for though he was not 
the firstborn, yet his father made him the chief:) 

11. Hilkiah, the second, Tebaliah the third, 
Zechariah the fourth: all the sons and brethren 
of Hosah were thirteen. 

12. Among these were the divisions of the 
poe even among the chief men, 

aving wards one against another, 
to minister in the house of the 
Lorp. 

13. § And they cast lots, as well 
the small as the great, according 
to the house of their fathers, for 
every gate. 

14. And the lot eastward fell 
toShelemiah. Then for Zechariah 
his son, a wise counsellor, they 
cast lots; and his lot came out 
northward. 

15. ‘To Obed-edom southward; 
and to his sons the house of 
Asuppim. 

16. ‘ToShuppim and Hosah the 
lot came forth westward, with the 
gate Shallecheth, by the causeway 
of the going up, ward against ward. 

17. Eastward were six Levites, 
northward four a day, southward 
four a day, and toward Asuppim 
two and two. 

18. At Parbar westward, four 
at the causeway, and two at 
Parbar. 

19. These are the divisions 
of the porters among the sons 
of Kore, and among the sons of 
Merari. 

20. § And of the Levites, 
Ahijah was over the treasures of 
the house of God, and over the treasures of the 


dedicated things. 


21. As concerning the sons of Laadan; the 
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sons of the Gershonite Laadan, chief fathers, even 
of Laadan the Gershonite, were Jehieli. 

22. 'The sons of Jehieli; Zetham, and Joel his 
brother, which were over the treasures of the 
house of the Lorp. 

23. Of the Amramites, and the Izharites, 
the Hebronites, and the Uzzielites: 

24. And Shebuel the son of Gershom, the 
son of Moses, was ruler of the treasures. 

25. And his brethren by Eliezer; Rehabiah 
his son, and Jeshaiah his son, and Joram his son, 
and Zichri his son, and Shelomith his son: 

26. Which Shelomith and his brethren were 
over all the treasures of the dedicated things, 
which David the king, and the chief fathers, 
the captains over thousands and hundreds, and 
the captains of the host, had dedicated. 

27. Out of the spoils won in battles did 
they dedicate to maintain the house of the 
Lorp. 

28. And all that Samuel the seer, and Saul 
the son of Kish, and Abner the son of Ner, and 
Joab the son of Zeruiah, had dedicated; and 
whosoever had dedicated any thing, wz was 
under the hand of Shelomith, and of his 
brethren. 

29. § Of the Izharites, Chenaniah and his 
sons were for the outward business over Israel, 
for officers and judges. 

30. And of the eps Hashabiah and 
his brethren, men of valour, a thousand and 
seven hundred, were officers among them 
of Israel on this side Jordan westward in all 
the business of the Lorp, and in the service 
of the king. 

31. Among the Hebronites was Jerijah the 
chief, even among the Hebronites, according to 
the generations of his fathers. In the fortieth 
year of the reign of David they were sought for, 
and there were found among them mighty men 
of valour at Jazer of Gilead. 

32. And his brethren, men of valour, were 
two thousand and seven hundred chief fathers, 
whom king David maderulers over the Reubenites, 
the Gadites, and the half tribe of Manasseh, 
for every matter pertaining to God, and affairs 
of the king. 


* * * * * * * 


CHAPTER XXIX 


1. Furthermore David the king said unto all 
the congregation, Solomon my son, whom alone 
God hath chosen, ts yet young and tender, and 
the work zs great: for the palace 7s not for man, 
but for the Lorp God. 


2. Now I have prepared with all my might 
for the house of my God the gold for things to 
be made of gold, and the silver for things of silver, 
and the brass for things of brass, the iron for 
things of iron, and wood for things of wood; 
onyx stones, and stones to be set, glistering stones, 
and of divers colours, and all manner of precious 
stones, and marble stones in abundance. 

3. Moreover, because I have set my affection 
to the house of my God, I have of mine own 
proper good, of gold and silver, which I have 
given to the house of my God, over and above 
all that I have prepared for the holy house, 

4. Even three thousand talents of gold, of the 
gold of Ophir, and seven thousand talents of 
refined silver, to overlay the walls of the houses 
wtthal: 

5. ‘The gold for things of gold, and the silver 
for things of silver, and for all manner of work 
to be made by the hands of artificers. | And who 
then is willing to consecrate his service this 
day unto the Lorp? 

6. § Then the chief of the fathers and princes 
of the tribes of Israel, and the captains 6® thou- 
sands and of hundreds, with the rulers of the 
king’s work, offered willingly. 

7. And gave, for the service of the house of 
God, of gold five thousand talents and ten 
thousand drams, and of silver ten thousand 
talents, and of brass eighteen thousand talents, 
and one hundred thousand talents of iron. 

8. And they with whom precious stones 
were found gave them to the treasure of the 
house of the Lorn, by the hand of Jehiel the 
Gershonite. 

9. ‘Then the people rejoiced, for that. they 
offered willingly, because with perfect heart 
they offered willingly to the Lorp: and David 
the king also rejoiced with great joy. 

1064) Wherefore David blessed the Lorp 
before all the congregation: and David said, 
Blessed be thou, Lorp God of Israel our father, 
for ever and ever. 

11. Thine, O Lorp, zs the greatness, and 
the power, and the glory, and the victory, and 
the majesty: for all that 7s in the heaven and 
in the earth ws thine; thine is the kingdom, 
O Lorp, and thou art exalted as_ head 
above all. 

12. Both riches and honour come of thee, 
and thou reignest over all; and in thine hand 
is power and might; and in thine hand 7 1s 
to make great, and to give strength unto all. 

13. Now therefore, our God, we thank thee, 
and praise thy glorious name. 

14. But who am I, and what is my people, 
that we should be able to offer so willingly after 
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this sort? for all things come of thee, and of thine 
own have we given thee. 

15. For we are strangers before thee, and 
sojourners, as were all our fathers: our days on 
the earth are as a shadow, and there 1s none 
abiding. 

16. O Lorp our God, all this store that we 
have prepared to build thee a house for thine 
holy name cometh of thine hand, and is all 
thine own. 

17. I know also, my God, that thou triest 
the heart, and hast pleasure in uprightness. 
As for me, in the uprightness of mine heart 
I have willingly offered all these things: and now 
have I seen with joy thy people, which are present 
here, to offer willingly unto thee. 

18. O Lorp God of Abraham, Isaac, and 
of Israel, our fathers, keep this for ever in the 
imagination of the thoughts of the heart of 
thy people, and prepare their heart unto thee: 

19. And give unto Solomon my son a perfect 
heart, to keep thy commandments, thy _testi- 
monies, and thy statutes, and to do all these 
things, and to build the palace, for the which 
I have made provision. 

20. § And David said to all the congrega- 
tion, Now bless the Lorp your God. And all 
the congregation blessed the Lorp God of their 
fathers, and bowed down their heads, and 
worshipped the Lorp, and the king. 

21. And they sacrificed sacrifices unto the 
Lorp, and offered burnt offerings unto the Lorp, 
on the morrow after that day, even a thousand 
bullocks, a thousand rams, and a _ thousand 


lambs, with their drink offerings, and sacrifices 
in abundance for all Israel: 

22. And did eat and drink before the Lorp 
on that day with great gladness. And they 
made Solomon the son of David king the second 
time, and anointed him unto the Lorp to be 
the chief governor, and Zadok to be priest. 

23. ‘Then Solomon sat on the throne of the 
Lorp as king instead of David his father, and 
prospered; and all Israel obeyed him. 

24. And all the princes, and the mighty men, 
and all the sons likewise of king David, sub- 
mitted themselves unto Solomon the king. 

25. And the Lorp magnified Solomon exceed- 
ingly in the sight of all Israel, and bestowed 
upon him such royal majesty as had not been on 
any king before him in Israel. 

26. § Thus David the son of Jesse reigned 
over all Israel. 

27. And the time that he reigned over Israel 
was forty years; seven years reigned he in 
Hebron, and thirty and three years reigned he in 
Jerusalem. 

28. And he died in a good old age, full of days, 
riches, and honour: and Solomon his son reigned 
in his ‘stead. 

29. Now the acts of David the king, first and 
last, behold, they are written in the book of 
Samuel the seer, and in the book of Nathan the 
prophet, and in the book of Gad the seer, 

30. With all his reign and his might, and the 
times that went over him, and over Israel, and 
over all the kingdoms of the countries. 

of * * * * * * 
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NEHEMIA 


Sine 
CHAPTER | 


#|HE words of Nehemiah the son 
Yi} of Hachaliah. And it came to 

| pass in the month Chisleu, in the 
twentieth year, as I was in 
Shushan the palace, 

2. That Hanani, one of my 
} brethren, came, he and certain 
men of Judah; and I asked them concerning the 
Jews that had escaped, which were left of the 
captivity, and concerning Jerusalem. 

3. And they said unto me, The remnant that 
are left of the captivity there in the province are 
in great affliction and reproach: the wall of Jeru- 
salem also is broken down, and the gates thereof 
are burned with fire. 

4. § And it came to pass, when I heard these 
words, that I sat down and wept, and mourned 
certain days and fasted, and prayed before the 
God of heaven, 

5. And said, I beseech thee, O Lorp God of 
heaven, the great and terrible God, that keepeth 
covenant and mercy for them that love him and 
observe his commandments: 

6. Let thine ear now be attentive, and thine 
eyes open, that thou mayest hear the prayer of 
thy servant, which I pray before thee now, day 
and night, for the children of Israel thy servants, 
and confess the sins of the children of Israel, 
which we have sinned against thee: both I and 
my father’s house have sinned. 

7. We have dealt very corruptly against thee, 
and have not kept the commandments, nor 
the statutes, nor the judgments, which thou 
commandedst thy servant Moses. 

8. Remember, I beseech thee, the word that 
thou commandedst thy servant Moses, saying, 
If ye transgress, I will scatter you abroad among 
the nations: 

9. But 7 ye turn unto me, and keep my com- 
mandments, and do them; though there were of 
you cast out unto the uttermost part of the 
heaven, yet will I gather them from thence, and 
will bring them unto the place that I have chosen 
to set my name there. 

(11-33) 





10. Now these are thy servants and thy 
people whom thou hast redeemed by thy great 
power and by thy strong hand. 

11. O Lorp, I beseech thee, let now thine ear 
be attentive to the prayer of thy servant, and 
to the prayer of thy servants, who desire to fear 
thy name: and prosper, I pray thee, thy servant 
this day, and grant him mercy in the sight of this 
man. For I was the king’s cupbearer. 


CHAPTER II 












ND it came to pass in the month 
)| Nisan, in the twentieth year of 
|| Artaxerxes the king, that wine 
was before him: and I took up 
the wine, and gave zt unto the 
king. Now I had not been 
beforetime sad in his presence. 
Wherefore the king said unto me, Why is 
thy countenance sad, seeing thou art not sick? 
this 7s nothing else but sorrow of heart. Then I 
was very sore afraid, 

3. And said unto the king, Let the king live 
for ever: why should not my countenance be sad, 
when the city, the place of my fathers’ sepul- 
chres, lieth waste, and the gates thereof are 
consumed with fire? 

4. ‘Then the king said unto me, For what dost 
thou make request? So I prayed to the God of 
heaven. 

5. And I said unto the king, If it please the 
king, and if thy servant have found favour in thy 
sight, that thou wouldest send me unto Judah, 
unto the city of my fathers’ sepulchres, that I 
may build it. 

6. And the king said unto me, (the queen also 
sitting by him,) For how long shall thy journey 
be? and when wilt thou return? So it pleased 
the king to send me; and I set him a time. 

7. Moreover I said unto the king, If it please 
the king, let letters be given me to the governors 
beyond the river, that they may convey me over 
till I come into Judah; 
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Nehemiah xii. 27. 


“And at the dedication of the wall of Jerusalem they sought the 
Levites out of all their places, to bring them to Jerusalem.” 


8. And a letter unto Asaph the keeper of the 
king’s forest, that he may give me timber to make 
beams for the gates of the palace which apper 
tained to the house, and for the wall of the city, 
and for the house that I shall enter into. And 
the king granted me, according to the good hand 
of my God upon me. 

9. § Then I came to the governors beyond the 
river, and gave them the king’s letters. Now the 
king had sent captains of the army and horsemen 
with me. . 

10. When Sanballat the Horonite, and Tobiah 
the servant, the Ammonite, heard of 7t, it grieved 


them exceedingly that there was come a man to 


seek the welfare of the children of Israel. 

11. So I came to Jerusalem, and was there 
three days. 

12. §| And [I arose in the night, I and some few 
men with me; neither told I any man what my 
God had put in my heart to do at Jerusalem: 
neither was there any beast with me, save the 
beast that I rode upon. 
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THE PROCESSION ON THE WALLS OF JERUSALEM. 


13. And I went out by night by the 
gate of the valley, even before the dragon 
well, and to the dung port, and viewed 
the walls of Jerusalem, which were broken 
down, and the gates thereof were con- 
sumed with fire. 

14. Then I went on to the gate of the 
fountain, and to the king’s pool: but there 
was no place for the beast that was under 
me to pass. 

15. Then went [up in the night by the 
brook, and viewed the wall, and turned 
back, and entered by the gate of the 
valley, and so returned. 

16. And the rulers knew not whither 
I went, or what I did; neither had I as 
yet told zt to the Jews, nor to the priests, 
nor to the nobles, nor to the rulers, nor to 
the rest that did the work. 

17. ¢ Then said I unto them, Ye see 
the distress that we are in, how Jerusalem 
licth waste, and the gates thereof are 
burned with fire: come, and let us build up 
the wall of Jerusalem, that we be no more 
a reproach, 

18. Then I told them of the hand of 
my God which was good upon me; as also 
the king’s words that he had spoken unto 
me. And they said, Let us rise up and 
build. So they strengthened their hands 
for this good work. 

~ 19. But when Sanballat the Horonite, 
and Tobiah the servant, the Ammonite, 
and Geshem the Arabian, heard 7, they 
laughed us to scorn, and despised us, and 
said, What 7s this thing that ye do? will ye rebel 
against the king? 

20. Then answered I them, and said unto 
them, The God of heaven, he will prosper us; 
therefore we his servants will arise and build: but 
ye have no portion, nor right, nor memorial, in 
Jerusalem. | 


*k * * * * * * 


CHAPTER XII 


MIOW these are the priests and 
the Levites that went up with 
Zerubbabel the son of Sheal- 
tiel, and Jeshua: Seraiah, Jere- 
miah, Ezra, 

2. Amariah, Malluch, Hat- 
tush, 
38. Shechaniah, Rehum, Meremoth, 
4. Iddo, Ginnetho, Abijah, 
5. Miamin, Maadiah, Bilgah, 
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NEHEMIAH LOOKS UPON THE RUINS OF JERUSALEM. Nehemiah ii. 17. 


“Then said I unto them, Ye see the distress that we are in, how Jerusalem lieth waste, and the gates thereof 


are burned with fire: come, and let us build up the wall of Jerusalem, that we be no more a reproach.” 





6. Shemaiah, and Joiarib, Jedaiah, 18. 
7. Sallu, Amok, Hilkiah, Jedaiah. 
were the chief of the priests and of their 19. 


brethren in 
the days of 
Jeshua. 

8. Moreover 
the Levites: 
Jeshua, Binnui, 
Kadmiel, Sher- 
ebiah, Judah, 
and Mattaniah, 
which was over 
the thanksgiv- 
ing, he and his 


brethren. 

9. Also Bak- 
bukiah and 
Unnig ether 
brethren, were 
over against 
them in the 
watches. 

Wee 4. And 
Jeshua begat 
Joiakim, Joia- 


kim also begat 
Eliashib, and 
Eliashib begat 
Joiada, 

11. And Joi- 
ada begat Jon- 
athan, and Jon- 
athan begat 
Jaddua. 

12. And in 
the days of 
Joiakim were 
Pwiests, patie 
chief of the 
fathers: of Sera- 
iah, Meraiah; 
of Jeremiah, 
Hananiah; 

13. Of Ezra, 
Meshullam; of 
Amariah, Jeho- 
hanan; 

14. Of Me- 
licu, Jonathan; 
of Shebaniah, 


Joseph; 


15. Of Harim, Adna; of Meraioth, Helkai; 
16. Of Iddo, Zechariah; of Ginnethon, 


Meshullam ; 

172. OF 
Moadiah, Piltai; 
(11-33*) 






Abijah, 


NEHEMIAH 


Of Bilgah, Shammua; 
Jehonathan; 


These 
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MORDECAI. Esther ii. 5. 


“Now in Shushan the palace there was a certain Jew, whose name was 
Mordecai, the son of Jair, the son of Shimei, the son of Kish, a Benjamite.” 


of the gates. 


Zichri; of Miniamin, of 26. 
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of Shemaiah, 


And of Joiarib, Mattenai;of Jedaiah, Uzzi; 


20. Of Sal- 
lai, Kallai; of 
Amok, Eber; 

91. Of Hil- 
kiah, Hasha- 
biah; of Jedaiah 
Nethaneel. 

22. 4 
Levites in the 
days of  Eli- 
ashib, Joiada, 
and  Johanan, 
and Jaddua, 
were recorded 
chief of the 
fathers: also 
the priests, to 
the reign of 
Darius the 
Persian. 

23. ‘The sons 
of Levi, the 
chief of the 
fathers, were 
written in the 
book of the 
Chronicles, even 
until the days 
of Johanan the 
son of Eliashib. 

24. And the 


The 


‘chief of the Lev- 


ites: Hashabiah, 
Sherebiah, and 
Jeshua the son 
of Kadmiel,with 
their brethren 
over against 
them, to praise 
and to give 
thanks, accord- 
ing to the com- 
mandment of 
David the man 
of God, ward 
over against 
ward. 

25. Matta- 
niah, and Bak- 


bukiah Obadiah, Meshullam, Talmon, Akkub, 


were porters keeping the ward at the thresholds 


These were in the days of Joiakim the 


son of Jeshua, the son of Jozadak, and in the 
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days of Nehemiah the governor, and of Ezra the 
priest, the scribe. 

27. § And at the dedication of the wall of 
Jerusalem they sought the Levites out of all 
their places, to bring them to Jerusalem, to 
keep the dedication with gladness, both with 
thanksgivings, and with singing, wiih cymbals, 
psalteries, and with harps. 

28. And the sons of the singers gathered 
themselves together, both out of the plain 
country round about Jerusalem, and from the 
villages of Netophathi; 

29. Also from the house of Gilgal, and out of 
the fields of Geba and° Azmaveth: for the 
singers had builded them villages round about 
Jerusalem. 

30. And the priests and the Levites purified 
themselves, and purified the people, and the 
gates, and the wall. 

31. Then I brought up the princes of Judah 
upon the wall, and appointed two great com- 
panies of them that gave thanks, whereof one 
went on the right hand upon the wall toward 
the dung gate: 

32. And after them went Hoshaiah, and half 
of the princes of Judah, 

33. And Azariah, Ezra, and Meshullam, 

34. Judah, and Benjamin, and Shemaiah, 
and Jeremiah, 

35. And certain of the priests’ sons with 
trumpets; namely, Zechariah the son of Jona- 
than, the son of Shemaiah, the son of Mattaniah, 
the son of Michaiah, the son of Zaccur, the son 
of Asaph: 

36. And his brethren, Shemaiah, and Aza- 
rael, Milalai, Gilalai, Maai, Nethaneel, and 
Judah, Hanani, with the musical instruments of 
David the man of God, and Ezra the scribe 
before them. 

37. And at the fountain gate, which was over 
against them, they went up by the stairs of the 
city of David, at the going up of the wall, above 
the house of David, even unto the water gate 
eastward. 

38. _ And the other company of them that gave 
thanks went over against them, and I after them, 
and the half of the people upon the wall, from 
beyond the tower of the furnaces even unto the 
broad wall; 

39. And from above the gate of Ephraim, 
and above the old gate, and above the fish gate, 
and the tower of Hananeel, and the tower of 
Meah, even unto the sheep gate: and they stood 
still in the prison gate. 

40. So stood the two companies of them that 
gave thanks in the house of God, and I, and the 
half of the rulers with me: 





41. -And the priests; Eliakim, Maaseiah, Min- 
iamin, Michaiah, Elioenai, Zechariah, and 
Hananiah, with trumpets; 

42. And Maaseiah, and Shemaiah, and Elea- 
zar, and Uzzi, and Jehohanan, and Malchijah, 
and Elam, and Ezer. And the singers sang 
loud, with Jezrahiah their overseer. 

43. Also that day they offered great sacri- 
fices, and rejoiced: for God had made them 
rejoice with great joy: the wives also and the 
children rejoiced: so that the joy of Jerusalem 
was heard even afar off. 

44, § And at that time were some appointed 
over the chambers for the treasures, for the 
offerings, for the firstfruits, and for the tithes, 
to gather into them out of the fields of the 
cities the portions of the law for the priests and 
Levites: for Judah rejoiced for the priests and 
for the Levites that waited. 

45. And both the singers and the porters 
kept the ward of their God, and the ward of the 
purification, according to the commandment of 
David, and of Solomon his son. 

46. For in the days of David and Asaph of 
old there were chief of the singers, and songs of 
praise and thanksgiving unto God. 

47. And all Israel in the days of Zerubbabel, 


_ and in the days of Nehemiah, gave the portions 


of the singers and the porters, every day his 
portion: and they sanctified holy things unto 
the Levites; and the Levites sanctified them 
unto the children of Aaron. 


CHAPTER XIII 
AN that day they read in the book 


l i of Moses in the audience of the 

people; and therein was found 

written, that the Ammonite and 

the Moabite should not come 

Ai] into the congregation of God 
) for ever; 

2. Because they met not the children of 
Israel with bread and with water, but hired 
Balaam against them, that he should curse them: 
howbeit our God turned the curse into a blessing. 

3. Now it came to pass, when they had 
heard the law, that they separated from Israel 
all the mixed multitude. 

4. § And before this, Eliashib the priest, 
having the oversight of the chamber of the 
house of our God, was allied unto Tobiah: 

5.. And he had prepared for him a great 
chamber, where aforetime they laid the meat 
offerings, the frankincense, and the vessels, and 
the tithes of the corn, the new wine, and the oil 
which was commanded to be gwen to the Levites, 
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and the singers, and the por- 
ters; and the offerings of the 
priests. 

6. But in all this time was 
not I at Jerusalem: for in the 
two and thirtieth year of 
Artaxerxes king of Babylon 
came I unto the king, and 
after certain days obtained I 
leave of the king: 

7. And I came to Jerusa- 
lem, and understood of the 
evil that Eliashib did for 
Tobiah, in preparing him a 
chamber in the courts of the 
house of God. 

8. And it grieved me sore: 
therefore I cast forth all the 
household stuff of ‘Tobiah out 
of the chamber. 

9. Then I commanded, 
and they cleansed the cham- 
bers: and thither brought I 
again the vessels of the house 
of God, with the meat offer- 
ing and the frankincense. 

10. §| And I perceived that 
the portions of the Levites 
had not been given them: for 
the Levites and the singers, 
that did the work, were fled 
every one to his field. 

11. Then contended I with 
the rulers, and said, Why 
is the house of God for- 
saken? And I gathered them 
together, and set them in 
their place. 

12. Then brought all Judah 
the tithe of the corn and the 
new wine and the oil unto 
the treasuries. 

13. And I made treasur- 
ers over the treasuries, Shele- 
miah the priest, and Zadok 
the scribe, and of the Le- 
vites, Pedaiah: and next to 
them was Hanan the son of 
Zaccur, the son of Mattaniah: 
for they were counted faith- 
ful, and their office was to distribute unto their 
brethren. 

14. Remember me, O my God, concerning 
this, and wipe not out my good deeds that I have 
done for the house of my God, and for the offices 
thereof. 

15. § In those days saw I in Judah some 
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ESTHER PRESENTED TO AHASUERUS. Esther ii. 16. 


“So Esther was taken unto king Ahasuerus into his house royal in the tenth 
month, which is the month Tebeth, in the seventh year of his reign.” 


treading winepresses on the sabbath, and bring- 
ing in sheaves, and lading asses; as also wine, 
grapes, and figs, and all manner of burdens, which 
they brought into Jerusalem on the sabbath 
day: and I testified against them in the day 
wherein they sold victuals. 

16. There dwelt men of Tyre also therein, 
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which brought fish, and all manner of ware, and 
sold on the sabbath unto the children of Judah, 
and in Jerusalem. 

17. Then I contended with the nobles of 
Judah, and said unto them, What evil thing 7s 
this that ye do, and profane the sabbath day? 

18. Did not your fathers thus, and did not 
our God bring all this evil upon us, and upon 
this city? yet ye bring more wrath upon Israel 
by profaning the sabbath. 

19. And it came to pass, that when the gates 
of Jerusalem began to be dark before the sab- 
bath, I commanded that the gates should be shut, 
and charged that they should not be opened till 
after the sabbath: and some of my servants set 
I at the gates, that there should no burden be 
brought in on the sabbath day. 

20. So the merchants and sellers of all kind 
of ware lodged without Jerusalem once or twice. 

21. Then I testified against them, and said 
unto them, Why lodge ye about the wall? if ye 
do so again, [ will lay hands on you. From that 
time forth came they no more on the sabbath. 

22. And I commanded the Levites, that they 
should cleanse themselves, and that they should 
come and keep the gates, to sanctify the sab- 
bath day. Remember me, O my God, con- 
cerning this also, and spare me according to the 
greatness of thy mercy. 

23. § In those days also saw I Jews that had 
married wives of Ashdod, of Ammon, and of 


Moab: 


24. And their children spake half in the 
speech of Ashdod, and could not speak in the 
Jews’ language, but according to the language 
of each people. 

25. And I contended with them, and cursed 
them, and smote certain of them, and plucked 
off their hair, and made them swear by God, 
saying, Ye shall not give your daughters unto 
their sons, nor take their daughters unto your 
sons, or for yourselves. 

26. Did not Solomon king of Israel sin by 
these things? yet among many nations was 
there no king like him, who was beloved of his 
God, and God made him king over all Israel: 
nevertheless even him did outlandish women 
cause to sin. 

27. Shall we then hearken unto you to do all 
this great evil, to transgress against our God 
in marrying strange wives? 

28. And one of the sons of Joiada, the son of 
Eliashib the high priest, was son in law to 
Sanballat the Horonite: therefore I chased him 
from me. 

29. Remember them, O my God, because they 
have defiled the priesthood, and the covenant 
of the priesthood, and of the Levites. 

30. Thus cleansed I them from all strangers, 
and appointed the wards of the priests and the 
Levites, every one in his business; 

31. And for the wood offering, at times 
appointed, and for the firstfruits. Remember 
me, O my God, for good. 
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EKESTHER 


CHAPTER I 


fesse eennnaaOW it came to pass in the days 





B f4| of Ahasuerus, (this 7s Ahasuerus 
| which reigned from India even 
unto Ethiopia, over a hundred 
and seven and twenty provinces, ) 
ap aaj) 2. That in those ae when 
ee ee ihe king Ahasuerus sat on the 
throne of his kingdom, which was in Shushan 
the palace, 

3. In the third year of his reign, he made a 
feast unto all his princes and his servants; the 
power of Persia and Media, the nobles and 
princes of the provinces, being before him: 

4. When he shewed the riches of his glorious 
kingdom and the honour of his excellent majesty 
_ many days, even a hundred and fourscore days. 

5. And when these days were expired, the 
king made a feast unto all the people that were 
present in Shushan the palace, both unto great 
and small, seven days, in the court of the garden 
of the king’s palace; 

6. Where were white, green, and blue hangings, 
fastened with cords of fine linen and purple to 
silver rings and pillars of marble: the beds were 
of gold and silver, upon a pavement of red, 
and blue, and white, and black marble. 

7. And they gave them drink in vessels of 
gold, (the vessels being diverse one from another, ) 
and royal wine in abundance, according to the 
state of the king. 

8. And the drinking was according to the 
law; none did compel: for so the king had 
appointed to all the officers of his house, 
that they should do according to every man’s 
pleasure. 

9. Also Vashti the queen made a feast for 
the women in the royal house which belonged 
to king Ahasuerus. 

10. § On the seventh day, when the heart 
of the king was merry with wine, he commanded 
Mehuman, Biztha, Hesbeek. Bigtha, and Abag- 
tha, Zethar, and Carecas, the seven chamber- 
-lains that served in the presence of Ahasuerus 
the king, 

11. To bring Vashti the queen before the 
king with the crown royal, to shew the people 

(I-34) 


and the princes her beauty: for she was fair to 
look on. 

12. But the queen Vashti refused to come 
at the king’s commandment by his chamber- 
lains: therefore was the king very wroth, and his 
anger burned in him. 

13. § Then the king said to the wise men, 
which knew the times, (for so was the king’s 
manner toward all that knew law and judgment: 

14. And the next unto him was Carshena, 
Shethar, Admatha, Tarshish, Meres, Marsena, 
and Memucan, the seven princes of Persia and 
Media, which saw the king’s face, and which sat 
the first in the kingdom,) 

15. What shall we do unto the queen Vashti 
according to law, because she hath not performed 
the commandment of the king Ahasuerus by the 
chamberlains? 

16. And Memucan answered before the king 
and the princes, Vashti the queen hath not done 
wrong to the king only, but also to all the princes, 
and to all the people that are in all the provinces 
of the king Ahasuerus. 

17. For this deed of the queen shall come 
abroad unto all women, so that they shall despise 
their husbands in their eyes, when it shall be 
reported, The king Ahasuerus commanded Vashti 
the queen to be brought in before him, but she 
came not. 

18. Likewise shall the ladies of Persia and 
Media say this day unto all the king’s princes, 
which have heard of the deed of the queen. 
Thus shall there arise too much contempt and 
wrath. 

19. If it please the king, let there go a royal 
commandment from him, and let it be written 
among the laws of the Persians and the Medes, 
that it be not altered, That Vashti come no 
more before king Ahasuerus; and let the king 
give her royal estate unto another that is 
better than she. 

20. And when the king’s decree, which he 
shall make, shall be published throughout all 
his empire, (for it is great,) all the wives shall 
give to their husbands honour, both to great 
and small. 
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21. And the saying pleased the king and 
the princes; and the king did according to the 
word of Memucan: 

22. For he sent letters into all the king’s 
provinces, into every province according to the 
writing thereof, and to every people after their 
language, that every man should bear rule in 
his own house, and that zt should be published 
according to the language of every people. 


CHAPTER II 





FTER these things, when the 
s| wrath of king Ahasuerus was 
S| appeased, he remembered Vashti, 
and what she had done, and 
“| what was decreed against her. 

‘ge) 2. ‘Then said the king’s serv- 
eeeneseeeesiiants that ministered unto him, 
Let there be fair young virgins sought for the 
king: 

3. And let the king appoint officers in all the 
provinces of his kingdom, that they may gather 
together all the fair young virgins unto Shushan 
the palace, to the house of the women, unto 
the custody of Hege the king’s chamberlain, 
keeper of the women; and let their things for 
purification be given them: 

4. And let the maiden which pleaseth the 
king be queen instead of Vashti.. And the thing 
pleased the king; and he did so. 

5. § Now in Shushan the palace there was a 
certain Jew, whose name was Mordecai, the son 
of Jair, the son of Shimei, the son of Kish, a 
Benjamite; 

6. Who had been carried away from Jerusa- 

lem with the captivity which had been carried 
away with Jeconiah king of Judah, whom Nebu- 
chadnezzar the king of Babylon had carried 
away. 
7. And he brought up Hadassah, that 1s, 
Esther, his uncle’s daughter: for she had neither 
father nor mother, and the maid was fair and 
beautiful; whom Mordecai, when her father and 
mother were dead, took for his own daughter. 

8. §| So it came to pass, when the king’s com- 
mandment and his decree was heard, and when 
many maidens were gathered together unto 
Shushan the palace, to the custody of Hegai, 
that Esther was brought also unto the king’s 
house, to the custody of Hegai, keeper of the 
women. 

9. And the maiden pleased him, and she 
obtained kindness of him; and he speedily gave 
her her things for purification, with such things 
as belonged to her, and seven maidens, which 
were meet to be given her, out of the king’s 








house: and he preferred her and her. maids unto 
the best place of the house of the women. 

10. Esther had not shewed her people nor 
her kindred: for Mordecai had charged her that 
she should not shew 7%. 

11. And Mordecai walked every day before 
the court of the women’s house, to know how 
Esther did, and what should become of her. 

12. § Now when every maid’s turn was come 
to go in to king Ahasuerus, after that she had 
been twelve months, according to the manner 
of the women, (for so were the days of their 
purifications accomplished, to wit, six months 
with oil of myrrh, and six months with sweet 
odours, and with other things for the purifying 
of the women,) 

13. ‘Then thus came every maiden unto the 
king; whatsoever she desired was given her to 
go with her out of the house of the women unto 
the king’s house. 

14. In the evening she went, and on the 
morrow she returned into the second house of 
the women, to the custody of Shaashgaz, the 
king’s chamberlain, which kept the concubines: 
she came in unto the king no more, except the 
king delighted in her, and that she were called 
by name. 

15. § Now when the turn of Esther, the daugh- 
ter of Abihail the uncle of Mordecai, who had 
taken her for his daughter, was come to go in 
unto the king, she required nothing but what 
Hegai the king’s chamberlain, the keeper of 
the women, appointed. And Esther obtained 
favour in the sight of all them that looked 
upon her. 

16. So Esther was taken unto king Ahasuerus 
into his house royal in the tenth month, which 
is the month Tebeth, in the seventh year of 
his reign. 

17. And the king loved Esther above all the 
women, and she obtained grace and favour in 
his sight more than all the virgins; so that he 
set the royal crown upon her head, and made 
her queen instead of Vashti. 

18. Then the king made a great feast unto 
all his princes and his servants, even Esther’s 
feast; and he made a release to the provinces, 
and gave gifts, according to the state of the king. 

19. And when the virgins were gathered 
together the second time, then Mordecai sat in 
the king’s gate. 

20. Esther had not yet shewed her kindred 
nor her people, as Mordecai had charged her: 
for Esther did the commandment of Mordecai, 
like as when she was brought up with him. 

21. § In those days, while Mordecai sat- in 
the king’s gate, two of the king’s chamberlains, 
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MORDECAI AND HIS TRIUMPHANT ENEMY. Esther iii. 2 


‘And all the king’s servants, that were in the king’s gate, bowed, and reverenced Haman: for the 
king had so commanded concerning him. But Mordecai bowed not, nor did him reverence.” 


Bigthan and Teresh, of those which kept the 
door, were wroth, and sought to lay hand on 
the king Ahasuerus. 

22. And the thing was known to Mordecai, 
who told it unto Esther the queen; and Esther 
certified the king thereof in Mordecai’s name. 

23. And when inquisition was made of the 
matter, it was found out; therefore they were 
both hanged on a tree: and it was written in the 
book of the chronicles before the king. 


CHAPTER III 





aE TER these things did king 
#) Ahasuerus promote Haman the 
son of Hammedatha the Agag- 
ite, and advanced him, and 
Gf set his seat above all the princes 
that were with him. 
2. Andall the king’s servants, 
that were in the king’s gate, bowed, and reverenced 


Haman: for the king had so commanded con- 
cerning him. But Mordecai bowed not, nor did 
him reverence. 

3. ‘Then the king’s servants, which were in 
the king’s gate, said unto Mordecai, Why 
transgressest thou the king’s commandment? 

4. Now it came to pass, when they spake 
daily unto him, and he hearkened not unto them, 
that they told Haman, to see whether Morde- 
cai’s matters would stand: for he had told them 
that he was a Jew. 

5. And when Haman saw that Mordecai 
bowed not, nor did him reverence, then was 
Haman full of wrath. 

6. And he thought scorn to lay hands on 
Mordecai alone; for they had shewed him the 
people of Mordecai: wherefore Haman sought 
to destroy all the Jews that were throughout 
the whole kingdom of Ahasuerus, even the people 
of Mordecai. 

7. § In the first month, that zs, the month 


554 ESTHER 





Nisan, in the twelfth year of king Ahasuerus, 
they cast Pur, that 2s, the lot, before Haman from 
day to day, and from month to month, to the 
twelfth month, that 7s, the month Adar. 

8. § And Haman said unto king Ahasuerus, 
There is a certain people scattered abroad and 
dispersed among the people in all the provinces 
of thy kingdom; and their laws are diverse from 
all people; neither keep they the king’s laws: 
therefore it 7s not for the king’s profit to suffer 
them. 

9. If it please the king, let it be written that 
they may be destroyed: and I will pay ten 
thousand talents of silver to the hands of those 
that have the charge of the business, to bring 
it into the king’s treasuries. 

10. And the king took his ring from his hand, 
and gave it unto Haman the son of Hammedatha 
the Agagite, the Jews’ enemy. 

11. And the king said unto Haman, The silver 
is given to thee, the people also, to do with them 
as 1t seemeth good to thee. 

12. Then were the king’s scribes called on the 
thirteenth day of the first month, and there was 
written according to all that Haman had com- 
manded unto the king’s lieutenants, and to the 
governors that were over every province, and to 
the rulers of every people of every province 
according to the writing thereof, and to every 
pore after their language; in the name of 

ing Ahasuerus was it written, and sealed with 
the king’s ring. 

13. And the letters were sent by posts into all 
the king’s provinces, to destroy, to kill, and to 
cause to perish, all Jews, both young and old, 
little children and women, in one day, even upon 
the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, which 7s 
the month Adar, and to take the spoil of them for 
a prey. 

14. The copy of the writing for a command- 
ment to be given in every province was published 
unto all people, that they should be ready against 
that day. 

15. The posts went out, being hastened by 
the king’s commandment, and the decree was 
given in Shushan the palace. And the king and 
Haman sat down to drink; but the city Shushan 
was perplexed. 


CHAPTER IV 


1. When Mordecai perceived all that was 
done, Mordecai rent his clothes, and put on 
sackcloth with ashes, and went out into the 
midst of the city, and cried with a loud and a 
bitter cry; 

2. And came even before the king’s gate: 


for none might enter into the king’s gate clothed 
with sackcloth. 

3. And in every province, whithersoever the 
king’s commandment and his decree came, there 
was great mourning among the Jews, and fasting, 
and weeping, and wailing; and many lay in 
sackcloth and ashes. 

4. § So Esther’s maids and her chamberlains 
came and told zt her. Then was the queen ex- 
ceedingly grieved; and she sent raiment to clothe 
Mordecai, and to take away his sackcloth from 
him: but he received 7 not. 

5. Then called Esther for Hatach, one of the 
king’s chamberlains, whom he had appointed to 
attend upon her, and gave him a commandment 
to Mordecai, to know what it was, and why 
it was. 

6. So Hatach went forth to Mordecai unto 
the street of the city, which was before the 
king’s gate. 

7. And Mordecai told him of all that had 
happened unto him, and of the sum of the money 
that Haman had promised to pay to the king’s 
treasuries for the Jews, to destroy them. 

8. Also he gave him the copy of the writing of 
the decree that was given at Shushan to destro 
them, to shew 2 unto Esther, and to declare it 
unto her, and to charge her that she should go in 
unto the king, to make supplication unto him, 
and to make request before him for her people. 

9. And Hatach came and told Esther the 
words of Mordecai. 

10. § Again Esther spake unto Hatach, and 
gave him commandment unto Mordecai; 

11. All the king’s servants, and the people of 
the king’s provinces, do know, that whosoever, 
whether man or woman, shall come unto the king 
into the inner court, who is not called, there is one 
law of his to put him to death, except such to 
whom the king shall hold out the golden sceptre, 
that he may live: but I have not been called to 
come in unto the king these thirty days. 

12. And they told to Mordecai Esther’s 
words. 

13. Then Mordecai commanded to answer 
Esther, Think not with thyself that thou shalt 
escape in the king’s house, more than all the Jews. 

14. For if thou altogether holdest thy peace 
at this time, then shall there enlargement and 
deliverance arise to the Jews from another place; 
but thou and thy father’s house shall be de- 
stroyed: and who knoweth whether thou art 
come to the kingdom for such a time as this? 

15. § Then Esther bade them return Mordecai 
this answer, 

16. Go, gather together all the Jews that are 
present in Shushan, and fast ye for me, and 
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neither eat nor drink three days, 
night or day: I also and my maid- 
ens will fast likewise; and so will 
I go in unto the king, which is not 
according to the law: and if I perish, 
I perish. 

17. So Mordecai went his way, 
and did according to all that 
Esther had commanded him. 


CHAPTER V 


aeglOW it came to 
S/ pass on the third 

day, that Esther 
put on her royal 
apparel, and stood 
@@|in the inner court 
= : } of the king’s house, 
over against the king’s house: and 
the king sat upon his royal throne 
in the royal house over against the 
gate of the house. 

2. And it was so, when the 
king saw Esther the queen stand- 
ing in the court, that she obtained 
favour in his sight: and the king 
held out to Esther the golden 
sceptre that was in his hand. So 
Esther drew near, and touched 
the top of the sceptre. 

8. ‘Then said the king unto her, 
What wilt thou, queen Esther? and what is thy 
request? it shall be even given thee to the half 
of the kingdom. 

4. And Esther answered, If it seem good unto 
the king, let the king and Haman come this day 
unto the banquet that I have prepared for him. 

5. Then the king said, Cause Haman to make 
haste, that he may do as Esther hath said. So 
the king and Haman came to the banquet that 
Esther had prepared. 

6. J mee the king said unto Esther at the 
banquet of wine, What ts thy petition? and it 
shall be granted thee: and what 7s thy request? 
even to the half of the kingdom it shall be 
performed. 

7. Then answered Esther, and said, My 
petition and my request is; 

8. If I have found favour in the sight of the 
king, and if it please the king to grant my peti- 
tion, and to perform my request, let the king and 
Haman come to the banquet that I shall prepare 
for them, and I will do to morrow as the Sie 
hath said. 

9. § Then went Haman forth that day joyful 
and with a glad heart: but when Haman saw 
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ESTHER BEFORE AHASUERUS. Esther v. 2. 


“When the king saw Esther the queen standing in 
the court, that she obtained favour in his sight.” 


Mordecai in the king’s gate, that he stood not up, 
nor moved for him, he was full of indignation 
against Mordecai. 

10. Nevertheless Haman refrained himself: 
and when he came home, he sent and called for 
his friends, and Zeresh his wife. 

11. And Haman told them of the glory of his 
riches, and the multitude of his children, and all 
the things wherein the king had promoted him, 
and how he had advanced him above the princes 
and servants of the king. 

12. Haman said moreover, Yea, Esther the 
queen did let no man come in with the king unto 
the banquet that she had prepared but myself; 
and to morrow am I invited unto her also with 
the king. 

13. Yet all this availeth me nothing, so long as 
I see Mordecai the Jew sitting at the king’s gate. 

14. § Then said Zeresh his wife and all his 
friends unto him, Let a gallows be made of fifty 
cubits high, and to morrow speak thou unto the 
king that Mordecai may be hanged thereon: then 
go thou in merrily with the king unto the ban- 
quet. And the thing pleased Haman; and he 
caused the gallows to be made. 
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book of records of the chronicles; and they were read before the king.” 


CHAPTER VI 

(euneneuneenn(|N that night could not the king 

SS) 2 S| sleep, and he commanded to 
| bring the book of records of the 
by] chronicles; and they were read 
ME before the king. | 
| 2. And it was found written, 
= that Mordecai had told of Big- 
thana and Teresh, two of the king’s chamber- 
lains, the keepers of the door, who sought to lay 
hand on the king Ahasuerus. 

3. And the king said, What honour and dig- 
nity hath been done to Mordecai for this? Then 
said the king’s servants that ministered unto him, 
There is nothing done for him. 

4. § And the king said, Who is in the court? 
Now Haman was come into the outward court of 
the king’s house, to speak unto the king to hang 
Mordecai on the gallows that he had prepared 
for him. 

5. And the king’s servants said unto him, 
Behold, Haman standeth in the court.. And the 
king said, Let him come in. 

6. So Haman came in. And the king said 
unto him, What shall be done unto the man 
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whom the king delighteth 
to honour? Now Haman 
thought in his heart, To 
whom would the king delight 
to do honour more than to 
myself? 

7. And Haman answered 
the king, For the man 
whom the king delighteth to 
honour, 

8. Let the royal apparel 
be brought which the king 
useth to wear, and the horse 
that the king rideth upon, 
and the crown royal which 
is set upon his head: 

9. And let this apparel 
and horse be delivered to 
the hand of one of the king’s 
most noble princes, that they 
may array the man withal 
whom the king delighteth 
to honour, and bring him on 
horseback through the street 
of the city, and proclaim 
before him, Thus shall it be 
done to the man whom the 
king delighteth to honour. 
Then the king said 
to Haman, Make haste, and 
take the apparel and_ the 
horse, as thou hast said, and do even so to Mor- 
decai the Jew, that sitteth at the king’s gate: 
let nothing fail of all that thou hast spoken. 

11. ‘Then took Haman the apparel and the 
horse, and arrayed Mordecai, and brought him on 
horseback through the street of the city, and pro- 
claimed before him, Thus shall it be done unto 
the man whom the king delighteth to honour. 

12. § And Mordecai came again to the king’s 
gate. But Haman hasted to his house mourning, 
and having his head covered. 

13. And Haman told Zeresh his wife and all 
his friends every thing that had befallen him. 
Then said his wise men and Zeresh his wife unto 
him, If Mordecai be of the seed of the Jews, before 
whom thou hast begun to fall, thou shalt not pre- 
vail against him, but shalt surely fall before him. 

14. And while they were yet talking with him, 
came the king’s chamberlains, and hasted to 
bring Haman unto the banquet that Esther had 
prepared. 
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CHAPTER VII 


1. So the king and Haman came to banquet 
with Esther the queen. 
2. And the king said again unto Esther on 
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MORDECAI’S TRIUMPH. Esther vi. 11. 


“Then took Haman the apparel and the horse, and arrayed Mordecai, and brought 
him on horseback through the street of the city, and proclaimed before him.” 
(11-35*) 


Fe eee ee 

eee agen he sy + Sine 
ss. a ead ral 
“ay : ae Lite) ~~ 
: oe . a 7 


Oe hee : 

an ede ae 7 

eer ie 
LA 


oe 





ESTHER 557 


the second day at the banquet of wine, What 
is thy petition, queen Esther? and it shall be 
granted thee: and what is thy request? and 
it shall be performed, even to the half of the 
kingdom. 

3. ‘Then Esther the queen answered and said, 
If | have found favour in thy sight, O king, and 
if it please the king, let my life be given me at 
my petition, and my people at my request: 

4. For we are sold, I and my people, to be 

_ destroyed, to be slain, and to aerial But if we 
had been sold for bondmen and bondwomen, I 
had held my tongue, although the enemy could 
not countervail the king’s damage. 

5. § Then the king Ahasuerus answered 
and said unto Esther the queen, Who is he, and 
where is he, that durst presume in his heart to 
do so? 

6. And Esther said, The adversary and 
enemy its this wicked Haman. ‘Then Haman 
was afraid before the king and the queen. 

7. § And the king arising from the banquet 
of wine in his wrath went into the palace garden: 
and Haman stood up to make request for his 
life to Esther the queen; for he saw that there 
was evil determined against him by the king. 

8. ‘Then the king returned out of the palace 
garden into the place of the banquet of wine; 
and Haman was fallen upon the bed whereon 
Esther was. ‘Then said the king, Will he force 
the queen also before me in the house? As the 
word went out of the king’s mouth, they covered 
Haman’s face. 

9. And Harbonah, one of the chamberlains, 
said before the king, Behold also the gallows 
fifty cubits high, which Haman had made for 
Mordecai, who had spoken good for the king, 
standeth in the house of Haman. ‘Then the 
king said, Hang him thereon. 

10. So they hanged Haman on the gallows 
that he had prepared for Mordecai. Then was 
the king’s wrath pacified. 


CHAPTER VIII 


N that day did the king Ahas- 
uerus give the house of Haman 
the Jews’ enemy unto Esther 
sy) the queen. And Mordecai 
Ae ||} came before the king; for 
mg] Esther had told what he was 
= unto her. 

2. And the king took off his ring, which he 
had taken from Haman, and gave it unto Mor- 
decai. And Esther set Mordecai over the house 
of Haman. 

3. § And Esther spake yet again before the 





king, and fell down at his feet, and besought him 
with tears to put away the mischief of Haman 
the Agagite, and his device that he had devised 
against the Jews. 

4. ‘Then the king held out the golden sceptre 
toward Esther. So Esther arose, and _ stood 
before the king, 

5. And said, If it please the king, and if I 
have found favour in his sight, and the thing 
seem right before the king, and I be pleasing in 
his eyes, let it be written to reverse the letters 
devised by Haman the son of Hammedatha the 
Agagite, which he wrote to destroy the Jews 
which are in all the king’s provinces: 

6. For how can I endure to see the evil 
that shall come unto my people? or how can I 
endure to see the destruction of my kindred? 

7. § Then the king Ahasuerus said unto 
Esther the queen and to Mordecai the Jew, 
Behold, I have given Esther the house of Haman, 
and him they have hanged upon the gallows, 
because he laid his hand upon the Jews. 

8. Write ye also for the Jews, as it liketh you, 
in the king’s name, and seal zt with the king’s 
ring: for the writing which is written in the 
king’s name, and sealed with the king’s ring, 
may no man reverse. 

9. Then were the king’s scribes called 
at that time in the third month, that is, the 
month Sivan, on the three and twentieth day 
thereof; and it was written according to all that 
Mordecai commanded unto the Jews, and to 
the leutenants, and the deputies and rulers of 
the provinces which are from India unto Ethiopia, 
a hundred twenty and seven provinces, unto 
every province according to the writing thereof, 
and unto every people after their language, and 
to the Jews according to their writing, and 
according to their language. 

10. And he wrote in the king Ahasuerus’ 
name, and sealed 7¢ with the king’s ring, and sent 
letters by posts on horseback, and riders on 
mules, camels, and young dromedaries: 

11. Wherein the king granted the Jews 
which were in every city to gather themselves 
together, and to stand for their life, to destroy, 
to slay, and to cause to perish, all the power of 
the people and province that would assault them, 
both little ones and women, and to take the spoil 
of them for a prey, 

12. Upon one day in all the provinces of 
king Ahasuerus, namely, upon the thirteenth 
day of the twelfth month, which is the month 
Adar. 

13. The copy of the writing for a command- 
ment to be given in every province was pub- 
lished unto all people, and that the Jews should 


558 ESTHER 





J. James Tissot. 


Copyright by de Brunoff, 1904. 


ESTHER FEASTS WITH THE KING. Esther vii. 1 and 2. 


“So the king and Haman came to banquet with Esther the queen. And the king said again unto 
Esther on the second day at the banquet of wine, What is thy petition, queen Esther.” 


be ready against that day to avenge themselves 
on their enemies. 

14. So the posts that rode upon mules and 
camels went out, being hastened and_ pressed 
on by the king’s commandment. And _ the 
decree was given at Shushan the palace. 

15. § And Mordecai went out from the pres- 
ence of the king in royal apparel of blue and 
white, and with a great crown of gold, and with 
a garment of fine linen and purple: and the city 
of Shushan rejoiced and was glad. 

16.~ The Jews had light, and gladness, and 
joy, and honour. 

17. And in every province, and in every city, 
whithersoever the king’s commandment and 
his decree came, the Jews had joy and gladness, 
a feast and a good day. And many of the 
people of the land became Jews; for the fear of 
the Jews fell upon them. 


CHAPTER IX 


1. Now in the twelfth month, that zs, the 
month Adar, on the thirteenth day of the 
same, when the king’s commandment and his 


decree drew near to be put in execution, in the 
day that the enemies of the Jews hoped to 
have power over them; (though it was turned 
to the contrary, that the Jews had rule over 
them that hated them,) 

2. The Jews gathered themselves together 
in their cities throughout all the provinces of 
the king Ahasuerus, to lay hand on such as 
sought their hurt: and no man could with- 
stand them; for the fear of them fell upon all 

eople. 

3. And all the rulers of the provinces, and 
the lieutenants, and the deputies, and officers 
of the king, helped the Jews; because the fear 
of Mordecai fell upon them. 

4. For Mordecai was great in the king’s 
house, and his fame went out throughout all ie 
provinces: for this man Mordecai waxed greater 
and greater. 

5. Thus the Jews smote all their enemies 
with the stroke of the sword, and slaughter, 
and destruction, and did what they would unto 
those that hated them. 

6. And in Shushan the palace the Jews slew 
and destroyed five hundred men. 
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MORDECAI’S HONOUR. Esther x. 3. 


“For Mordecai the Jew was next unto king Ahasuerus, and great 
among the Jews, and accepted of the multitude of his brethren, 
seeking the wealth of his people, and speaking peace to all his seed.” 
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7. And Parshandatha, and Dalphon, and 
Aspatha, 

8. And Poratha, and Adalia, and Aridatha, 

9. And Parmashta, and Arisai, and Aridai, 
and Vajezatha, 

10. The ten sons of Haman the son 
of Hammedatha, the enemy of the Jews, 
slew they; but on the spoil laid they not 
their hand. 

11. On that day the number of those that 
were slain in Shushan the palace was brought 
before the king. 

12. § And the king said unto Esther the 
queen, The Jews have slain and destroyed 
five hundred men in Shushan the _ palace, 
and the ten sons of Haman; what have they 
done in the rest of the king’s provinces? now 
what is thy petition? and it shall be granted 
thee: or what zs thy request further? and it 
shall be done. 

13. Then said Esther, If it please the king, 
let it be granted to the Jews which are in 
Shushan to do to morrow also according unto 
this day’s decree, and let Haman’s ten sons 
be hanged upon the gallows. 

14. And the king commanded it so to be 
done: and the decree was given at Shushan; 
and they hanged Haman’s ten sons. 

15. For the Jews that were in Shushan gath- 
ered themselves together on the fourteenth day 
also of the month Adar, and slew three hundred 
men at Shushan; but on the prey they laid not 
their hand. 

16. But the other Jews that were in the king’s 
provinces gathered themselves together, and 
stood for their lives, and had rest from their 
enemies, and slew of their foes seventy and 
five thousand, but they laid not their hands on 
the prey, 

17. On the thirteenth day of the month 
Adar; and on the fourteenth day of the same 
rested they, and made it a day of feasting and 
gladness. 

18. But the Jews that were at Shushan 
assembled together on the thirteenth day there- 
of, and on the fourteenth thereof; and on the 
fifteenth day of the same they rested, and made 
it a day of feasting and gladness. 

19. Therefore the Jews of the villages, that 
dwelt in the unwalled towns, made the fourteenth 
day of the month Adar a day of gladness and 
feasting, and a good day, and of sending portions 
one to another. 

20. § And Mordecai wrote these things, and 
sent letters unto all the Jews that were in all 
the provinces of the king Ahasuerus, both nigh 
and far, 


21. To establish this among them, that 
they should keep the fourteenth day of the 
month Adar, and the fifteenth day of the same, 
yearly, 

22. As the days wherein the Jews rested 
from their enemies, and the month which was 
turned unto them from sorrow to joy, and from 
mourning into a good day: that they should 
make them days of feasting and joy, ~ and 
of sending portions one to another, and gifts to 
the poor. 

23. And the Jews undertook to do as they 
had begun, and as Mordecai had written unto 
them; 

24. Because Haman the son of Hammedatha, 
the Agagite, the enemy of all the Jews, had 
devised against the Jews to destroy them, and 
had cast Pur, that zs, the lot, to consume them, 
and to destroy them; 

25. But when Esther came before the king, 
he commanded by letters that his wicked 
device, which he devised against the Jews, 
should return upon his own head, and that 
he and his sons should be hanged on the 
gallows. 

26. Wherefore they called these days Purim 
after the name of Pur. Therefore for all the 
words of this letter, and of that which they 
had seen concerning this matter, and which had 
come unto them, 

27. The Jews ordained, and took upon 
them, and upon their seed, and upon all 
such as joined themselves unto them, so 
as it should not fail, that they would 
keep these two days according to_ their 
writing, and according to their appointed time 
every year; 

28. And that these days should be remembered 
and kept throughout every generation, every 
family, every province, and every city; and 
that these days of Purim should not fail from 
among the Jews, nor the memorial of them 
perish from their seed. 

29. Then Esther the queen, the daughter 
of Abihail, and Mordecai the Jew, wrote 
with all authority to confirm this second letter 
of Purim. 

30. And he sent the letters unto all the Jews, 
to the hundred twenty and seven provinces 
of the kingdom of Ahasuerus, with words of 
peace and truth, 

31. To confirm these days of Purim in their 
times appointed, according as Mordecai _ the 
Jew and Esther the queen had enjoined them, 
and as they had decreed for themselves and 
for their seed, the matters of the fastings and 
their cry. 
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32. And the decree of Esther confirmed 
these matters of Purim; and it was written in 
the book. 


CHAPTER X 


1. And the king Ahasuerus laid a_ tribute 
upon the land, and wpon the isles of the sea. 
2. And all the acts of his power and of his 


might, and the declaration of the greatness of 
Mordecai, whereunto the king advanced him, 
are they not written in the book of the chronicles 
of the kings of Media and Persia? 

3. For Mordecai the Jew was next unto king 
Ahasuerus, and great among the Jews, and 
accepted of the multitude of his brethren, seek- 
ing the wealth of his people, and speaking peace 
to all his seed. 
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CHAPTER I 


IRR A ERE was a man in the land of 
\y|| Uz, whose name was Job; and 
7|\that man was_ perfect and 
}|| upright, and one that feared God, 
“WYlland eschewed evil. 

there were born 
seven sons and 






sheep, and three thousand camels, and _ five 
hundred yoke of oxen, and five hundred 
she asses, and a very great household; so that 
this man was the greatest of all the men of 
the east. 

4. And his sons went and feasted in their 
houses, every one his day; and sent and called 
for their three sisters to eat and to drink 
with them. 

5. And it was so, when the days of their feast- 
ing were gone about, that Job sent and sanctified 
them, and rose up early in the morning, and 
offered burnt offerings according to the number 
of them all: for Job said, It may be that my sons 
have sinned, and cursed God in their hearts. 
Thus did Job continually. 

6. § Now there was a day when the sons of 
God came to present themselves before the Lorn, 
and Satan came also among them. 

7. And the Lorp said unto Satan, Whence 
comest thou? Then Satan answered the Lorp, 
and said, From going to and fro in the earth, and 
from walking up and down in it. 

8. And the Lorp said unto Satan, Hast 
thou considered my servant Job, that there is 
none like him in the earth, a Renee and 
an upright man, one that feareth God, and 
escheweth evil? 

9. ‘Then Satan answered the Lorp, and said, 
Doth Job fear God for nought? 

10. Hast not thou made a hedge about 
him, and about his house, and_about all that 
he hath on every side? thou hast blessed the 
work of his hands, and his substance is increased 
in the land. 

11. But put forth thine hand now, and 
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touch all that he hath, and he will curse thee 
to thy face. 

12. And the Lorp said unto Satan, Behold, 
all that he hath ts in thy power; only upon him- 
self put not forth thine ere So Satan went 
forth from the presence of the Lorp. 

13. §{ And there was a day when his sons and 
his daughters were eating and drinking wine in 
their eldest brother’s house: 

14. And there came a messenger unto Job, 
and said, The oxen were ploughing, and the asses 
feeding beside them: 

15. And the Sabeans fell wpon them, and took 
them away; yea, they have slain the servants with 
the edge of the sword; and I only am escaped 
alone to tell thee. 

16. While he was yet speaking, there came 
also another, and said, The fire of God is fallen 
from heaven, and hath burned up the sheep, and 
the servants, and consumed them; and I only am 
escaped alone to tell thee. 

17. While he was yet speaking, there came 
also another, and said, The Chaldeans made out 
three bands, and fell upon the camels, and have 
carried them away, yea, and slain the servants 
with the edge of the sword; and I only am escaped 
alone to tell thee. 

18. While he was yet speaking, there came 
also another, and said, ‘Thy sons and thy daugh- 
ters were eating and drinking wine in their eldest 
brother’s house: 

19. And, behold, there came a great wind 
from the wilderness, and smote the four corners 
of the house, and it fell upon the young men, 
and they are dead; and I only am i alone 
to tell thee. 

20. Then Job arose, and rent his mantle, and 
shaved his head, and fell down upon the ground, 
and worshipped, 

eh. Nee said, Naked came I out of my 
mother’s womb, and naked shall I return thither: 
the Lorp gave, and the Lorp hath taken away; 
blessed be the name of the Lorp. 

22. In all this Job sinned not, nor charged 


God foolishly. 
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‘‘And his sons went and feasted in their houses, every one his day; and 
sent and called for their three sisters to eat and to drink with them.” 


CHAPTER II 


JR\\GAIN there was a day when the 
sons of God came to present 
themselves before the Lorp, and 
Satan came also among them to 
present himself before the Lorn. 

2. And the Lorp said unto 

nae “4! Satan, From whence comest thou? 
And Satan answered the Lorp, and said, From 
going to and fro in the earth, and from walking up 
and down in it. 

3. _And the Lorp said unto Satan, Hast thou 
considered my servant Job, that there is none like 
him in the earth, a perfect and an upright man, 
one that feareth God, and escheweth evil? and 
still he holdeth fast his integrity, although thou 
movedst me against him, to destroy him without 
cause. 

4, And Satan answered the Lorp, and said, 








Skin for skin, yea, all that a man hath will he give 
for his life. 

5. But put forth thine hand now, and touch 
his bone and his flesh, and he will curse thee to 
thy face. 

6. And the Lorp said unto Satan, Behold, he 


4s in thine hand; but save his life. 


7. § So went Satan forth from the presence of 
the Lorp, and smote Job with sore boils from the 
sole of his foot unto his crown. 

8. And he took him a potsherd to scrape him- 
self withal; and he sat down among the ashes. _ 

9. § Then said his wife unto him, Dost 
thou still retain thine integrity? curse God, 
and die. 

10. But he said unto her, Thou speakest as 
one of the foolish women speaketh. What? shall 
we receive good at the hand of God, and shall we 
not receive evil? In all this did not Job sin with 
his lips. 
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JOB HEARS BAD TIDINGS. Job i. 18. 


** While he was yet speaking, there came also another, and said, Thy sons and 
thy daughters were eating and drinking wine in their eldest brother’s house.” 


11. § Now when Job’s three friends heard 
of all this evil that was come upon him, 
they came every one from his own _ place; 
Eliphaz the ‘'Temanite, and _ Bildad the 
Shuhite, and Zophar the Naamathite: for 
they had made an appointment together to 
come to mourn with him, and to comfort 
him. 

12. And when they lifted up their eyes afar 
off, and knew him not, they lifted up their voice, 
and wept; and they rent every one his mantle, 
and sprinkled dust upon their heads toward 
heaven. 

13. So they sat down with him upon the 
ground seven days and seven nights, and none 
spake a word unto him: for they saw that his 
grief was very great. 


CHAPTER III 


FTER this opened Job his 
mouth, and cursed his day. 

2. And Job spake, and 
said, 
| 3. Let the day perish where- 
| Yjlin I was born, and the night 
VAAN: in which it was said, There is 
a man child conceived. 

4. Let that day be darkness; let not God 
regard it from above, neither let ‘the light shine 
upon it. 

5. Let darkness and the shadow of death stain 
it; let a cloud dwell upon it; let the blackness of 
the day terrify it. 

6. As for that night, let darkness seize upon 
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it; let it not be joined unto the days of the 
year; let it not come into the number of the 
months. 

7. Lo, let that night be solitary; let no joyful 
voice come therein. 

8. Let them curse it that curse the day, who 
are ready to raise up their mournin 

9. Let the stars of the twilight thereof be 
dark; let it look for light, but have none; neither 
let it see the dawning of the day: 

10. Because it shut not up the doors of my 
mother’s womb, nor hid sorrow from mine eyes. 

11. Why died I not from the womb? why did 
I not give up the ghost when I came out of the 
belly? 

12. Why did the knees prevent me? or why 
the breasts that I should suck? 

13. For now should I have lain still and 
been quiet, I should have slept: then had I been 
at rest, 

14, With kings and counsellors of the earth, 
which built desolate places for themselves; 

15. Or with princes that had gold, who filled 
their houses with silver: 

16. Or as a hidden untimely birth I had not 
been; as infants which never saw light. 

17. There the wicked cease jrom troubling; 
and there the weary be at rest. 

18. There the prisoners rest together; they 
hear not the voice of the oppressor. 

19. The small and great are there; and the 
servant 7s free from his master. 

20. Wherefore is light given to him that is in 
misery, and life unto the bitter in soul ; 


~21. Which long for death, but it cometh not; ma 


and dig for it more than for iid treasures; 


22, Which rejoice exceedingly, and are eee 


He they can find the grave? _ 


hy ws light given to a man whose way is 


hid. and whom God hath hedged in? 
24. For my sighing cometh before I eat, and 
my eee are poured out like the waters. 


For the thing which I greatly feared is 


come upon me, and that which I was afraid of is 
come unto me. 

26. I was not in safety, neither had I rest, 
neither was I quiet; yet trouble came. 


* * * * * * * 


CHAPTER XL 


1. Moreover the Lorp answered Job, and 
said, : 

2. Shall he that contendeth with the 
Almighty instruct him? he that reproveth God, 
let hie answer it. 


3. Then Job answered the Lorn, and said, 

4. Behold, I am vile; what shall I answer 
thee? I will lay mine hand upon my mouth. 

5. Once have I spoken; but I will not answer: 
yea, twice; but I will proceed no further. 

6. § Then answered the Lorp unto Job out of 
the whirlwind, and said, 

7. Gird up thy loins now like a man: I will 
demand of thee, and declare thou unto me. 

8. Wilt thou also disannul my judgment? 
wilt thou condemn me, that thou mayest be 
righteous? 

9. Hast thou an arm like God? or canst thou 
thunder with a voice like him? 

10. Deck thyself now with majesty and 
excellency; and array thyself with glory and 
beauty. 

11. Cast abroad the rage of thy wrath: and 
behold every one that 1s proud, and abase him. 

12. Look on every one that is proud, and 
bring him low; and tread down the wicked in 
their place. 

13. Hide them in the dust together; and 
bind their faces in secret. 

14, Then will I also confess unto thee that 
thine own right hand can save thee. 

15. § Behold now behemoth, which I made 
with thee; he eateth grass as an ox. 

16. Lo now, his strength is in his loins, and 
his force 2s in the navel of his belly. 

17. He moveth his tail like a cedar: the 
sinews of his stones are wrapped together. 

18. His bones are as strong pieces of brass; 
his bones are like bars of iron. 

_.19. He ws the chief of the ways of God: 
he that made him can make his sword to approach 


-unto him. 


» 20. Surely the mountains bring him forth 


- food, where all the beasts of the field play. 


_ 21. He leth under the shady trees, in the 
covert of the reed, and fens. 

22. The shady trees cover him with their 
shadow; the willows of the brook compass him 
about. 

23. Behold, he drinketh up a river, and 
hasteth not: he trusteth that he can draw up 
Jordan into his mouth. 

24. He taketh it with his eyes: 
pierceth through snares. 


CHAPTER XLI 


his nose 


1. Canst thou draw out leviathan with a 
hook? or his tongue with a cord which thou 
lettest down? 

2. Canst thou put a hook into his nose? 
or bore his jaw through with a thorn? 





3. Will he make many sup- 
plications unto thee? will he 
speak soft words unto thee? 

4. Will he make a covenant 
with thee? wilt thou take him 
for a servant for ever? 

5. Wilt thou play with him 
as with a bird? or wilt thou bind 
him for thy maidens? 

6. Shall the companions make 
a banquet of him? shall they part 
him among the merchants? 

7. Canst thou fill his skin 
with barbed irons? or his head 
with fish spears? 

8. Lay thine hand upon him, 
remember the battle, do no more. 

9. Behold, the hope of him 
is'in vain: shall not one be cast 
down even at the sight of him? 

10. None is so fierce that 
dare stir him up: who then is 
able to stand before me? 

11. Who hath prevented 
me, that I should repay him? 
whatsoever is under the whole 
heaven is mine. 

12. I will not conceal his parts, nor his power, 
nor his comely proportion. 

13. Who can discover the face of his garment? 
or who can come to him with his double bridle? 

14. Who can open the doors of his face? 
his teeth are terrible round about. 


J. James Tissot. 


15. Hvs scales are his pride, shut up together — 


as with a close seal. 

16. One is so near to another, that no air 
can come between them. 

17. They are joined one to another, they 
stick together, that they cannot be sundered. 

18. By his neesings a light doth shine, and 
his eyes are like the eyelids of the morning. 

19. Out of his mouth go burning lamps, 
and sparks of fire leap out. 

20. Out of his nostrils goeth smoke, as out 
of a seething pot or caldron. 

21. His breath kindleth coals, and a flame 
goeth out of his mouth. 

22. In his neck remaineth strength, and 
sorrow is turned into joy before him. 

23. The flakes of his flesh are joined together: 
they are firm in themselves; they cannot be 
moved. 

24. His heart is as firm as a stone; yea, as 
hard as a piece of the nether millstone. 

25. When he raiseth up himself, the mighty 
are afraid: by reason of breakings they purify 
themselves. 
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JOB AND HIS THREE FRIENDS. Job ii. 13. 


“So they sat down with him upon the ground seven days and seven nights, 
and none spake a word unto him: for they saw that his grief was very great.” 


26. The sword of him that layeth at him 
cannot hold: the spear, the dart, nor the 
habergeon. 

27. He esteemeth iron as straw, and brass as 
rotten wood. 

28. ‘The arrow cannot make him flee: sling 
stones are turned with him into stubble. 

29. Darts are counted as stubble: he laugheth 
at the shaking of a spear. 

30. Sharp stones are under him: he spreadeth 
sharp pointed things upon the mire. 

31. He maketh the deep to boil like a pot: 
he maketh the sea like a pot of ointment. 

32. He maketh a path to shine after him; 
one would think the deep to be hoary. 

33. Upon earth there is not his like, who is 
made without fear. 

34. He beholdeth all high things: he is a 
king over all the children of pride. 


CHAPTER XLII 


| 2 I know that thou canst 

Gy)| do every thing, and that no 
Vy thought can be withholden from 
YA| thee. 

ava 4} 3. Who wz he that hideth 

counsel without knowledge? therefore have I 
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uttered that I understood not; things too won- 
derful for me, which I knew not. 

4. Hear, I beseech thee, and I will speak: 
I will demand of thee, and declare thou unto me. 

5. Ihave heard of thee by the hearing of the 
ear; but now mine eye seeth thee: 

6. Wherefore I abhor mysel?, and repent in 
dust and ashes. 

7. § And it was so, that after the Lorp had 
spoken these words unto Job, the Lorp said to 
Eliphaz the Temanite, My wrath is kindled 
against thee, and against thy two friends: for 
ye have not spoken of me the thing that is right, 
as my servant Job hath. 

8. Therefore take unto you now seven bul- 
locks and seven rams, and go to my servant Job, 
and offer up for yourselves a burnt offering; 
and my servant Job shall pray for you: for him 
will I accept: lest I deal with you ajter your 
folly, in that ye have not spoken of me the thing 
which rs right, like my servant Job. 

9. So Eliphaz the Temanite and Bildad the 
Shuhite and Zophar the Naamathite went, and 
did according as the Lorp commanded them: 
the Lorp also accepted Job. 

10. And the Lorp turned the captivity 
of Job, when he prayed for his friends: also 


the Lorp gave Job twice as much as he had 
before. 

11. ‘Then came there unto him all his breth- 
ren, and all his sisters, and all they that had 
been of his acquaintance before, and did eat bread 
with him in his house: and they bemoaned him, 
and comforted him over all the evil that the 
Lorp had brought upon him: every man also 
gave him a piece of money, and every one an 
earring of gold. 

12. So the Lorp blessed the latter end of 
Job more than his beginning: for he had fourteen 
thousand sheep, and six thousand camels, and a 
thousand yoke of oxen, and a thousand she asses. 

13. He had also seven sons and_ three 
daughters. 

14. And he called the name of the first, 
Jemima; and the name of the second, Kezia; 
and the name of the third, Keren-happuch. 

15. And in all the land were no women 
found so fair as the daughters of Job: and their 
father gave them inheritance among their 
brethren. 

16. After this lived Job a hundred and forty 
years, and saw his sons, and his sons’ sons, 
even four generations. 


17. So Job died, being old and full of days. 
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PSALM I 





WLESSED 7s the man that walk- 
*¥ eth not in the counsel of the 
YJ ungodly, nor standeth in the 
| way of sinners, nor sitteth in 

.|| the seat of the scornful. 

2. But his delight zs in the 
adh de law of the Lorp; and in his 
law doth he meditate day and _ night. 

3. And he shall be like a tree planted by the 
rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in 
his season; his leaf also shall not wither; and 
whatsoever he doeth shall prosper. 

4. The ungodly are not so: but are like the 
chaff which the wind driveth away. 

5. Therefore the ungodly shall not stand in 
the judgment, nor sinners in the congregation of 
the righteous. 

6. For the Lorp knoweth the way of the 
righteous: but the way of the ungodly shall 
perish. 





















* * ** * * * * 


PSALM IV 
To the chief Musician on Neginoth, A Psalm of David. 


EAR me when I eall, O God 
of my righteousness: thou hast 
enlarged me when I was in 
distress; have mercy upon me, 
and hear my prayer. 

2. O ye sons of men, how 

ae) long will ye turn my glory into 
shame? how long will ye love vanity, and seek 
after leasing? Selah. 

3. But know that the Lorp hath set apart 
him that is godly for himself: the Lorp will 
hear when I call unto him. 

4. Stand in awe, and sin not: commune 
with your own heart upon your bed, and be 
still. Selah. 

5. Offer the sacrifices of righteousness, and 
put your trust in the Lorp. 

(II-37*) 





6. There be many that say, Who will shew 
us any good? Lorp, lift thou up the light of 
thy countenance upon us. 

7. ‘Thou hast put gladness in my heart, more 
than in the time that their corn and their wine 
increased. 

8. I will both lay me down in peace, and sleep: 
for thou, Lorp, only makest me dwell in safety. 


* x 2 * * ** * 
PSALM X 


HY standest thou afar off, O 
Lorp? why hidest thou thyself 
in times of trouble? 

2. ‘The wicked in his pride 
doth persecute the poor: let them 
Gas Asal! be taken in the devices that they 
PDDAIDIAAD ave imagined. 

3. For the wicked boasteth of his heart’s 
desire, and blesseth the covetous, whom the 
Lorp abhorreth 

4. The wicked, through the pride of his 
countenance, will not seek after God: God is not 
in all his thoughts. 

5. His ways are always grievous; thy judg- 
ments are far above out of his sight: as for all his 
enemies, he puffeth at them. 

6. He hath said in his heart, I shall not be 
moved: for J shall never be in adversity. 

7. His mouth is full of cursing and deceit 
and fraud: under his tongue 7s mischief and 
vanity. 

8. He sitteth in the lurking places of the 
villages: in the secret places doth he murder 
the innocent: his eyes are privily set against 
the poor. 

9. He lieth in wait secretly as a lion in his den: 
he lieth in wait to catch the poor: he doth catch 
the poor, when he draweth him into his net. 

10. He croucheth, and humbleth himself, that 
the poor may fall by his strong ones. 
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J. James Tissot. 


JOB LYING ON THE HEAP OF REFUSE. 


‘And he took him a potsherd to scrape himself withal; and he sat down among the ashes. 


11. He hath said in his heart, God hath 
forgotten: he hideth his face; he will never 
see it. 

12. Arise, O Lorp; O God, lift up thine 
hand: forget not the humble. 

13. Wherefore doth the wicked contemn 
God? he hath said in his heart, Thou wilt not 
require 2. 

14, Thou hast seen it; for thou beholdest 
mischief and spite, to requite 7 with thy hand: 
the poor committeth himself unto thee; thou art 
the helper of the fatherless. 

15. Break thou the arm of the wicked and 
the evil man: seek out his wickedness till thou 
find none. 

16. ‘The Lorp is King for ever and ever: the 
heathen are perished out of his land. 

17. Lorp, thou hast heard the desire of the 
humble: thou wilt prepare their heart, thou wilt 
cause thine ear to hear: 

18. ‘To judge the fatherless and the oppressed, 
that the man of the earth may no more oppress. 


* * ** * 2 * * 
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PSALM XXXIV 


A Psalm of David, when he changed his behaviour before Abim- 
elech; who drove him away, and he departed. 


WILL bless the Lorp at all 
times: his praise shall continu- 
ally be in my mouth. 

2. My soul shall make her 
boast in the Lorp: the humble 
shall hear thereof, and be glad. 

3. O magnify the Lorp with 
me, and let us exalt his name together. 

4. I sought the Lorn, and he heard me, and 
delivered me from all my fears. 

5. ‘They looked unto him, and were lightened: 
and their.faces were not ashamed. 

6. This poor man cried, and the Lorp heard 
him, and saved him out of all his troubles. 

7. ‘The angel of the Lorp encampeth round 
about them that fear him, and delivereth them. 

8. O taste and see that the Lorp ts good: 
blessed is the man that trusteth in him. 
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9. O fear the Lorn, ye his saints: for there is 
no want to them that fear him. 

10. ‘The young lions do lack, and suffer hun- 
ger: but they that seek the Lorp shall not want 
any good thing. 

11. Come, ye children, hearken unto me: I will 
teach you the fear of the Lorn. 

12. What man 7s he that desireth life, and 
loveth many days, that he may see good? 

13. Keep thy tongue from evil, and thy lips 
from speaking guile. 

14. Depart from evil, and do good; seek 
peace, and pursue it. 

15. The eyes of the Lorp are upon the 
righteous, and his ears are open unto their cry. 

16. The face of the Lorp is against them 
that do evil, to cut off the remembrance of them 
from the earth. 

17. The righteous cry, and the Lorp heareth, 
and delivereth them out of all their troubles. 

18. The Lorp is nigh unto them that are 
of a broken heart; and saveth such as be of a 
contrite spirit. 

19. Many are the afflictions of the. righteous: 
but the Lorp delivereth him out of them all. 

20. He keepeth all his bones: 
not one of them is broken. 

21. Evil shall slay the wicked: 
and they that hate the right- 
eous shall be desolate. 

22. The Lorp redeemeth the 
soul of his servants: and none 
of them that trust in him shall 
be desolate. 


* * * * * 


PSALM XLII 


To the chief musician, Maschil, for the 
sons of Korah. 













ccceeeeeeed)> the hart pant- 
ae We eth after the 

AW || water brooks, 
si} so panteth my 
|| soul after thee, 
te] OO God. 
eens 2. My soul 
thirsteth for God, for the living 
God: when shall I come and 
appear before God? 

3. My tears have been my 
meat day and night, while they 
continually say unto me, Where 
is thy God? 

4. When I remember these 
things, 1 pour out my soul in 





J. James Tissot. 


JOB JOINS HIS FAMILY IN HAPPINESS. Job xiii. 11. 





me: for I had gone with the multitude, I 
went with them to the house of God, with the 
voice of joy and praise, with a multitude that 
kept holyday. 

5. Why art thou cast down, O my soul? and 
why art thou disquieted in me? hope thou in God: 
for I shall yet praise him for the help of his 
countenance. 

6. O my God, my soul is cast down within 
me: therefore will I remember thee from the 
land of Jordan, and of the Hermonites, from the 
hill Mizar. 

7. Deep calleth unto deep at the noise of thy 
waterspouts: all thy waves and thy billows are 
gone over me. 

8. Yet the Lorp will command his loving- 
kindness in the daytime, and in the night his 
song shall be with me, and my prayer unto the 
God of my life. 

9. I will say unto God my rock, Why hast 
thou forgotten me? why go I mourning because 
of the oppression of the enemy? 

10. As with a sword in my bones, mine 
enemies reproach me; while they say daily 
unto me, Where is thy God? 


“Then came there unto him all his brethren, and all his sisters, and all they that 
had been of his acquaintance before, and did eat bread with him in his house.” 


mv PSALMS 


J. James Tissot. 
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THE UNGODLY SHALL NOT STAND. Psalm i. 5. 


“Therefore the ungodly shall not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous.” 


11. Why art thou cast down, O my soul? and 
why art thou disquieted within me? hope thou in 
God: for I shall yet praise him, who is the health 
of my countenance, and my God. 


PSALM XLII 
gq|UDGE me, O God, and plead 


my cause against an ungodly 
nation: O deliver me from the 
deceitful and unjust man. 

2. For thou art the God of 
my strength: why dost thou cast 
a= me or why go 1 “mourning 
because of the oppression of the enemy? 

3. O send out thy light and thy truth: let 
them lead me; let them bring me unto thy holy 
hill, and to thy tabernacles. 

4. ‘Then will I go unto the altar of God, unto 





God my exceeding joy: yea, upon the harp will I 
praise thee, O God my God. 

5. Why art thou cast down, O my soul? and 
why art thou disquieted within me? hope in God: 
for I shall yet praise him, who is the health of my 
countenance, and my God. 


PSALM XLIV 


To the chief Musician for the sons or Korah, Maschil. 


E have heard with our ears, O 
WY || God, our fathers have told us, 

4 what work thou didst in their 
v days, in the times of old. 

2. How thou didst drive out 
Swseal) the heathen with thy hand, and 
plantedst them; how thou didst 
afflict the people, and cast them out. 

3. For they got not the land in possession by 
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their own sword, neither did their own arm 
save them: but thy right hand, and thine arm, 
and the light of thy countenance, because thou 
hadst a favour 


unto them. 
4. Thou art 
my King, O 


God: command 
deliverances for 
Jacob. 

5. Through 
thee will we 
push down 
our enemies: 
through thy 
name will we 
tread them 
under that rise 
up against us. 





20. If we have forgotten the name of our God, 
or stretched out our hands to a strange god; 

21. Shall not God search this out? for he 
knoweth the 
secrets of the 
heart. 

22. Yea, for 
thy sake are we 
killed all the 
day long; we 
are counted as 
sheep for the 
slaughter. 

23. Awake, 
why sleepest 
thou, O Lord? 
arise, cast us 
not off for ever. 

24. Where- 











6. For I will fore hidest thou 
not trust in my thy face, and 
bow, neither . forgettest our 
shall my sword J. James Tissot. Copyright by de Brunoff, 1904. affliction and our 
savanna: THE LION SEEKETH WHOM HE MAY DEVOUR. Psalm xvii. 13. oppression? 

7. But thou “Arise, O Lorp, disappoint him, cast him down: deliver 25. For our 

PP : 
hast saved us my soul from the wicked, which is thy sword.” soul is bowed 


from our ene- 
mies, and hast put them to shame that hated us. 

8. In God we boast all the day long, and 
praise thy name for ever. Selah. 

9. But thou hast cast off, and put us to 
shame; and goest not forth with our armies. 

10. Thou makest us to turn back from the 
enemy: and they which hate us_ spoil for 
themselves. 

11. ‘Thou hast given us like sheep appointed for 
meat; and hast scattered us among the heathen. 

12. ‘Thou sellest thy people for nought, and 
dost not increase thy wealth by their price. 

13. ‘Thou makest us a reproach to our neigh- 
bours, a scorn and a derision to them that are 
round about us. 

14. Thou makest us a byword among the 
heathen, a shaking of the head among the people. 

15. My confusion is continually before me, 
and the shame of my face hath covered me, 

16. For the voice of him that reproacheth 
and blasphemeth; by reason of the enemy 
and avenger. 

17. All this is come upon us; yet have we not 
forgotten thee, neither have we dealt falsely in 
thy covenant. 

18. Our heart is not turned back, neither have 
our steps declined from thy way; 

19. Though thou hast sore broken us in the 
place of dragons, and covered us with the shadow 
of death. 


down to the 
dust: our belly cleaveth unto the earth. 
26. Arise for our help, and redeem us for thy 
mercies’ sake. 


* * * * * * * 


PSALM XLIX 
To the chief Musician, A Psalm for the sons of Korah. 


EAR this, all ye people; give ear, 
| all ye inhabitants of the world: 
2. Both low and high, rich 
i} and poor, together. 

; 3. My mouth shall speak of 
e| wisdom; and the meditation of my 
heart shall be of understanding. 

4. I will incline mine ear to a parable: I will 
open my dark saying upon the harp. 

5. Wherefore should I fear in the days of 
evil, when the iniquity of my heels shall 
compass me about? 

6. They that trust in their wealth, and boast 
themselves in the multitude of their riches; 

7. None of them can by any means redeem his 
brother, nor give to God a ransom for him: 

8. (For the redemption of their soul ¢s 
precious, and it ceaseth for ever:) 

9. That he should still live for ever, and not 
see corruption. 

10. For he seeth that wise men die, likewise 
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the fool and the brutish person perish, and leave 
their wealth to others. 

11. Their inward thought 2s, that their houses 
shall continue for ever, and their dwellingplaces to 
all generations; they call thezr lands after their 
own names. 

12. Nevertheless man being in honour abideth 
not: he is like the beasts 
that perish. 

13. This their way is 
their folly: yet their 
posterity approve their 
are Suah. 

14. Like sheep they 
are laid in the grave; 
death shall feed on them; 
and. the upright shall 
have dominion over them 
in the morning; and 
their beauty shall con- 
sume in the grave from 
their dwelling. 

15. But God will re- 
deem my soul from the 
power of the grave: 
for he shall receive me. 
Selah. 

16. Be not thou afraid 
when one is made rich, 
when the glory of his 
house is ‘increased; 

17. For when he dieth 
he shall carry nothing 
away: his glory shall not 
descend after him. - 

18. ‘Though while he 
lived he blessed his soul, 
(and men will praise thee, 
when thou doest well to 
thyself, ) 

19. He shall go to 
the generation of his fathers; they shall never 
see light. 

20. Man that is in honour, and understandeth 
not, is like the beasts that perish. 





J. James Tissot. 


* * * * * * ok 


PSALM LV 
To the chief Musician on Neginoth, Maschil, A Psalm of David. 


1. Give ear to my prayer, O God; and hide 
not thyself from my supplication. 

2. Attend unto me, and hear me: I mourn 
in my complaint, and make a noise; 

3. Because of the voice of the enemy, be- 
cause of the oppression of the wicked: for 





THE GUARDIAN ANGEL. Psalm xxxiv. 7. 


“The angel of the Lorp encampeth round about 
them that fear him, and delivereth them.” 


they cast iniquity upon me, and in wrath they 
hate me. 

4. My heart is sore pained within me: and the 
terrors of death are fallen upon me. 

5. Fearfulness and trembling are come upon 
me, and horror hath overwhelmed me. 

6. And I said, Oh that I had wings like a dove! 
Jor then would I fly away, 
and be at rest. 

7. Lo, then would 
I wander far off, and 
remain in the wilderness. 
Selah. 

8. I would hasten my 
escape from the windy 
storm and tempest. 

9. Destroy, O Lord, 
and divide their tongues: 
for I have seen violence 
and strife in the city. 

10. Day and night 
they go about it upon 
the walls thereof: mis- 
chief also and sorrow are 
in the midst of it. 

11. Wickedness zs in 
the midst thereof: deceit 
and guile depart not 
from her streets. 

12. For i was not an 
enemy that reproached 
me; then I could have 
borne 7: neither was it he 
that hated me that did 
magnify himself against 
me; then I would have 
hid myself from him: 

13. But zz was thou, 
a man mine equal, 
my guide, and mine 
acquaintance. 

14. We took sweet counsel together, and 
walked unto the house of God in company. 

15. Let death seize upon them, and let them 
go down quick into hell: for wickedness is in 
their dwellings, and among them. 

16. As for me, I will call upon God; and the 
Lorp shall save me. 

_ 17. Evening, and morning, and at noon, 
will I pray, and cry aloud: and he shall hear 
my voice. 

18. He hath delivered my soul in peace from 
the battle that was against me: for there were 
many with me. 

19. God shall hear, and afflict them, even 
he that abideth of old. Selah. Because they 


have no changes, therefore they féar not God. 
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20. He hath put forth his hands against 
such as be at peace with him: he hath 
broken his covenant. 

21. The words of his mouth were smoother 
than butter, but war was in his heart: his 
words were softer than oil, yet were they 
drawn swords. 

22. Cast thy burden upon the Lorn, and 
he shall sustain thee: he shall never suffer 
the righteous to be moved. 

23. But thou, O God, shalt bring them 
down into the pit of destruction: bloody 
and deceitful men shall not live out half 
their days; but I will trust in thee. 


* * *k * * ** * 


PSALM LVIII 
To the chief Musician, Al-taschith, Michtam of David. 


fza\0 ye indeed speak righteous- 
.)} ness, O congregation? do ye 
Vfi| judge uprightly, O ye sons 
|| of men? 

2. Yea, in heart ye work 
wickedness; ye weigh the 
x} violence of your hands in 





the earth. 

3. The wicked are estranged from the 
womb: they go astray as soon as they be 
born, speaking lies. 

4. ‘Their poison zs like the poison of a 
serpent: they are like the deaf adder that 
stoppeth her ear; 

5. Which will not hearken to the voice 
of charmers, charming never so wisely. 

6. Break their teeth, O God, in their 
mouth: break out the great teeth of the 
young lions, O Lorp. 

7. Let them melt away as waters which 
run continually: when he bendeth his bow 
to shoot his arrows, let them be as cut in 
pieces. 

8. As a snail which melteth, let every 
one of them pass away: like the untimely 
birth of a woman, that they may not see 
the sun. 

9. Before your pots can feel the thorns, he 
shall take them away as with a whirlwind, both 
living, and in his wrath. 

10. ‘The righteous shall rejoice when he seeth 
the vengeance: he shall wash his feet in the blood 
of the wicked. 

11. So that a man shall say, Verily there is 
a reward for the righteous: verily he is a God 
that judgeth in the earth. 


* * * * * * * 
(II-38) 
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GOD IS NEAR THE AFFLICTED. Psalm xxxiv. 18. 


“The Lorp is nigh unto them that are of a broken 
heart; and saveth such as be of a contrite spirit.” 


PSALM LXIII 


A Psalm of David, when he was in the wilderness of Judah. 


GOD, thou art my God; early 
will I seek thee: my soul thirst- 
eth for thee, my flesh longeth 
=\|for thee in a dry and _ thirsty 
|| land, where no water is; 

2. To see thy power and 
nn ithy § glory, so as I have seen 
thee in the sanctuary. 

3. Because thy lovingkindness zs better than 
life, my lips shall praise thee. 

4. ‘Thus will I bless thee while I live: I will 
lift up my hands in thy name. 

5. My soul shall be satisfied as with marrow 
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and fatness; and my mouth shall praise thee with 
joyful lips: 

6. When I remember thee upon my bed, 
and meditate on thee in the night watches. 

7. Because thou hast been my help, therefore 
in the shadow of thy wings will I rejoice. 

8. My soul followeth hard after thee: thy 
right hand upholdeth me. 

9. But those. that seek my soul, to destroy 
it, shall go into the lower parts of the earth. 

10. They shall fall by the sword: they shall 
be a portion for foxes. 

11. But the king shall rejoice in God; every 
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J. Janies Tissot. 


THE HUMILIATION OF MAN. 


Psalm xxxviil. 8. 


“T am feeble and sore broken: I have roared 
by reason of the disquietness of my heart.” 


one that sweareth by him shall glory: but the 
mouth of them that speak lies shall be stopped. 


PSALM LXIV 
To the chief Musician, a Psalm of David. 


1. Hear my voice, O God, in my prayer: 
preserve my life from fear of the enemy. 





2. Hide me from the secret counsel of the 
wicked; from the insurrection of the workers 
of iniquity: 

3. Who whet their tongue like a_ sword, 
and bend their bows to shoot their arrows, even 
bitter words: 

4. That they may shoot in secret at the 
perfect: suddenly do they shoot at him, and 
fear not. 

5. They encourage themselves im an evil 
matter: they commune of laying snares privily; 
they say, Who shall see them? 

6. ‘They search out iniquities; they accom- 
plish a diligent search: both the inward thought 
of every one of them, and the heart, zs deep. 

7. But God shall shoot at them with an arrow; 
suddenly shall they be wounded. 

8. So they shall make their own tongue to 
fall upon themselves: all that see them shall 
flee away. 

9. And all men shall fear, and shall declare 
the work of God; for they shall wisely consider 
of his doing. 

10. The righteous shall be glad in the Lorp, 
and shall trust in him; and all the upright in 
heart shall glory. 7 


* *k *k ** * * * 


PSALM LXVI 
To the chief Musician, A Song or Psalm. 


cececceeeggAKE a joyful noise unto God, 
ea ) all ye lands: 

2. Sing forth the honour of 
=i) his name: make his praise 
|| glorious. 

3. Say unto God, How ter- 
rible art thou in thy works! 
through the greatness of thy power shall thine 
enemies submit themselves unto thee. 

4. All the earth shall worship thee, and 
shall sing unto thee; they shall sing to thy 
name. Selah. 

5. Come and see the works of God: he is 
terrible in his doing toward the children of men. 

6. He turned the sea into dry land: they 
went through the flood on foot: there did we 
rejoice in him. 

7. He ruleth by his power for ever; his eyes 
behold the nations: let not the rebellious exalt 
themselves. Selah. : 

8. O bless our God, ye people, and make the 
voice of his praise to be heard: 

9. Which holdeth our soul in life, and suffer- 
eth not our feet to be moved. 

10. For thou, O God, hast proved us: thou 
hast tried us, as silver is tried. 








J. James Tissot. Copyright by de Brunoff, 1904, 
AS PANTS THE HART. Psalm slii. 1 and 2. 
“As the hart panteth after the water brooks, so panteth my soul after thee, O God. My 


soul thirsteth for God, for the living God: when shall I come and appear before God?’ 
(11-38*) 
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11. ‘Thou broughtest us into the net; thou 
laidst affliction upon our loins. 

12. Thou hast caused men to ride over our 
heads; we went through fire and through water: 
but thou broughtest us out into a wealthy place. 

13. I will go into thy house with burnt 
offerings: I will pay thee my vows, 

14. Which my lips have uttered, and my 
mouth hath spoken, when I was in trouble. 

15. I will offer unto thee burnt sacrifices of 
fatlings, with the incense of rams: I will offer 
bullocks with goats. Selah. 

16. Come and hear, all ye that fear God, 
and I will declare what he hath done for my 
soul. 

17. I cried unto him with my mouth, and he 
was extolled with my tongue. 

18. If I regard iniquity in my heart, the 
Lord will not hear me: 

19. But verily God hath heard me; he hath 
attended to the voice of my prayer. 

20. Blessed be God, which hath not turned 
away my prayer, nor his mercy from me. 


* * * * x * * 


PSALM LXIX 


To the chief Musician upon Shoshannim, A Psalm of David. 





QIAVE me, O God; for the waters 
WX!) are come in unto my soul. 
| 2. I sink in deep mire, where 
s|| there is no standing: I am come 
into deep waters, where the 
floods overflow me. 
dead 3. Iam weary of my crying: 
my throat is dried: mine eyes fail while I wait for 
my God. 

4. They that hate me without a cause are 
more than the hairs of mine head: they that 
would destroy me, being mine enemies wrong- 
fully, are mighty: then I restored that which I 
took not away. 

5. O God, thou knowest my foolishness; and 
my sins are not hid from thee. 

6. Let not them that wait on thee, O Lord 
Gop of hosts, be ashamed for my sake: let not 
those that seek thee be confounded for my sake, 
O God of Israel. 

7. Because for thy sake I have borne reproach; 
shame hath covered my face. 

8. I am become a stranger unto my brethren, 
and an alien unto my mother’s children. 

9. For the zeal of thine house hath eaten me 
up; and the reproaches of them that reproached 
thee are fallen upon me. 





10. When I wept, and chastened my soul with 
fasting, that was to my reproach. 

11. I made sackcloth also my garment; and I 
became a proverb to them. § 

12. They that sit in the gate speak against 
me; and I was the song of the akaele 

13. But as for me, my prayer is unto thee, 
O Lorp, im an acceptable time: O God, in the 
multitude of thy mercy hear me, in the truth 
of thy salvation. 

14. Deliver me out of the mire, and let me not 
sink: let me be delivered from them that hate me, 
and out of the deep waters. 

15. Let not the waterflood overflow me, 
neither let the deep swallow me up, and let not 
the pit shut her mouth upon me. 

16. Hear me, O Lorn; for thy lovingkindness 
is good: turn unto me according to the multitude 
of thy tender mercies. 

17. And hide not thy face from thy servant; 
for I am in trouble: hear me speedily. 

18. Draw nigh unto my soul, and redeem it: 
deliver me because of mine enemies. 

19. Thou hast known my reproach, and my 
shame, and my dishonour: mine adversaries are 
all before thee. 

20. Reproach hath broken my heart; and I 
am full of heaviness: and I looked jor some to take 
pity, but there was none; and for comforters, but 
I found none. 

21. ‘They gave me also gall for my meat; and 
in my thirst they gave me vinegar to drink. 

22. Let their table become a snare before 
them: and that which should have been for their 
welfare, let it become a trap. 

23. Let their eyes be darkened, that they 
see not; and make their loins continually 
to shake. : 

24. Pour out thine indignation upon them, 
and let thy wrathful anger take hold of them. 

25. Let their habitation be desolate; and let 
none dwell in their tents. 

26. For they persecute him whom thou hast 
smitten; and they talk to the grief of those whom 
thou hast wounded. 

27. Add iniquity unto their iniquity: and let 
them not come into thy righteousness. 

28. Let them be blotted out of the book of the 
living, and not be written with the righteous. 

29. But I am poor and sorrowful: let thy 
salvation, O God, set me up on high. 

30. I will praise the name of God with a song, 
and will magnify him with thanksgiving. 

31. This also shall please the Lorp better 
than an ox or bullock that hath horns and hoofs. 

32. The humble shall see this, and be glad: 
and your heart shall live that seek God. 
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LIKE SHEEP THEY ARE LAID IN THE GRAVE Psalm xlix. 14. 
“Like sheep they are laid in the grave; death shall feed on them; and the upright shall have dominion 
over them in the morning; and their beauty shall consume in the grave from their dwelling.” 


33. For the Lorp heareth the poor, and 
despiseth not his prisoners. 

34. Let the heaven and earth praise him, the 
seas, and every thing that moveth therein. 

35. For God will save Zion, and will build the 
cities of Judah: that they may dwell there, and 
have it in possession. 

36. The seed also of his servants shall inherit 
it: and they that love his name shall dwell 
therein. 


* * * ** * * * 
PSALM LXXXVI 
A Prayer of David. 


1. Bow down thine ear, O Lorp, hear me: 
for | am poor and needy. 

2. Preserve my soul; for I am holy: O 
thou my God, save thy servant that trusteth 
in thee. 


3. Be merciful unto me, O Lord: for I ery 
unto thee daily. 

4. Rejoice the soul of thy servant: for unto 
thee, O Lord, do I lift up my soul. 

5. For thou, Lord, art good, and ready to for- 
give; and plenteous in mercy unto all them that 
call upon thee. 

6. Give ear, O Lorp, unto my prayer; and 
attend to the voice of my supplications. 

7. In the day of my trouble I will call upon 
thee: for thou wilt answer me. 

8. Among the gods there is none like unto 
thee, O Lord; neither are there any works like 
unto thy works. 

9. All nations whom thou hast made shall 
come and worship before thee, O Lord; and shall 
glorify thy name. 

10. For thou art great, and doest wondrous 
things: thou art God alone. 

11. Teach me thy way, O Lorn; I will walk 
in thy truth: unite my heart to fear thy name. 
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12. I will praise thee, O Lord my 
God, with all my heart: and I will 
glorify thy name for evermore. 

13. For great is thy mercy toward 
me: and thou hast delivered my soul 
from the lowest hell. 

14. O God, the proud are risen 
against me, and the assemblies of vio- 
lent men have sought after my soul; 
and have not set thee before them. 

15. But thou, O Lord, art a God full 
of compassion, and gracious, longsuffer- 
ing, and plenteous in mercy and truth. 

16. O turn unto me, and have 
mercy upon me; give thy strength unto 
thy servant, and save the son of thine 
handmaid. 

17. Shew me a token for good; 
that they which hate me may see it, 
and be ashamed: because thou, Lorp, 
hast holpen me, and comforted me. 





* * 


PSALM LXXXVIITI 


* * * * 


A Song or Psalm for the sons of Korah, to the chief 
Musician upon Mahalath Leannoth, Maschil 
of Heman the Ezrahite. 


faa) LORD God of my sal- 
. WE || vation, Ihave cried day 
Vgj| and night before thee: 
|| 2. Let my prayer come be- 
|| fore thee: incline thine ear unto 





on 3. ~For my soul is full of 
troubles: and my life draweth nigh unto the 
grave. 

4. I am counted with them that go down 
into the pit: I am as a man that hath no 
strength: 

5. Free among the dead, like the slain that lie 
in the grave, whom thou rememberest no more: 
and they are cut off from thy hand. 

6. Thou hast laid me in the lowest pit, in 
darkness, in the deeps. 

7. Thy wrath leth hard upon me, and thou 
hast afflicted me with all thy waves. Selah. 

8. Thou hast put away mine acquaintance 
far from me; thou hast made me an abomination 
unto them: J am shut up, and I cannot come 
forth. 

9. Mine eye mourneth by reason of affliction: 
Lorp, I have called daily upon thee, I have 
stretched out my hands unto thee. 

10. Wilt thou shew wonders to the dead? shall 
the dead arise and praise thee? Selah. 





J. James Tissot, 
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THE CONFIDENCE OF THE JUST. Psalm lii. 8. 


“But I am like a green olive tree in the house of God: 


I trust in the mercy of God for ever and ever.” 


11. Shall thy lovingkindness be declared in 
the grave? or thy faithfulness in destruction? 

12. Shall thy wonders be known in the dark? 
and thy righteousness in the land of forgetfulness? 
- 13. But unto thee have I cried, O Lorn; and 
in the morning shall my prayer prevent thee. 

14. Lorp, why castest thou off my soul? why 
hidest thou thy face from me? 

15. I am afflicted and ready to die from 
my youth up: while I suffer thy terrors I am 
distracted. . 

16. Thy fierce wrath goeth over me; thy 
terrors have cut me off. 

17. They came round about me daily like 
water; they compassed me about together. 

18. Lover and friend hast thou put far from 
me, and mine acquaintance into darkness. 


ok * * a * * * 
PSALM: XCI 
1. He that dwelleth in the secret place of 


the Most High shall abide under the shadow 
of the Almighty. 
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DECEIT AND GUILE DEPART NOT FROM HER STREETS. | Psalms lv. 11. 


“‘Wickedness 7s in the midst thereof: deceit 


and guile depart not from her streets.” 


2. I willsay of the Lorn, He is my refuge and 
my fortress: my God; in him will I trust. 

3. Surely he shall deliver thee from the 
snare of the fowler, and from the noisome 
pestilence. 

4. He shall cover thee with his feathers, and 
under his wings shalt thou trust: his truth shall be 
thy shield and buckler. 

5. ‘Thou shalt not be afraid for the terror by 
night; nor for the arrow that flieth by day; 

6. Nor for the pestilence that walketh in 
darkness; nor for the destruction that wasteth 
at noonday. 

7. A thousand shall fall at thy side, and ten 
thousand at thy right hand; bwt it shall not come 
nigh thee. 

8. Only with thine eyes shalt thou behold 
and see the reward of the wicked. 

9. Because thou hast make the Lorp, which 
is my refuge, even the Most High, thy habi- 
tation; 

10. ‘There shall no evil befall thee, neither 
shall any plague come nigh thy dwelling. 

11. For he shall give his angels charge over 
thee, to keep thee in all thy ways. 

12. ‘They shall bear thee up in their hands, 
lest thou dash thy foot against a stone. 
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13. Thou shalt tread upon 
the lion and adder: the young 
lion and the dragon shalt thou 
trample under feet. | 

14. Because he hath set his 
love upon me, therefore will I 
deliver him: I will set him on 
high, because he hath known 
my name. 

15. He shall call upon me, 
and I will answer him: I will be 
with him in trouble; I will 
deliver him, and honour him. 

16. With long life will I satisfy 


him, and shew him my salvation. 


“3 Xe * 2 * 
PSALM XCVII 


HE Lorp reign- 
eth; let the earth 
rejoice; let the 
multitude of isles 
be glad thereof. 
2. Clouds and 
are 
round about him: righteousness 
and judgment are the habitation 
of his throne. 

3. A fire goeth before him, and burneth up 
his enemies round about. 

4. His lightnings enlightened the world: the 
earth saw, and trembled. 

5. The hills melted like wax at the presence 
of the Lorp, at the presence of the Lord of the 
whole earth. 

6. The heavens declare his righteousness, and 
all the people see his glory. 

te Gontoinded be all they that serve graven 
images, that boast themselves of idols: worship 
him, all ye gods. 

8. Zion heard, and was glad; and the daugh- 
ters of Judah rejoiced because of thy judgments, 
O Lorp. 

9. For thou, Lorp, art high above all the 
earth: thou art exalted far above all gods. 











4) 





10. Ye that love the Lorp, hate evil: 
he preserveth the souls of his saints; he 
delivereth them out of the hand of the 


wicked. 

11. Light is sown for the righteous, and 
gladness for the upright in heart. 

12. Rejoice in the Lorp, ye righteous; and 


give thanks at the remembrance of his 
holiness. 
2 ** X * * *: * 
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PRAYING IN THE TEMPLE. Psalms lxvi. 18. 


“T will go into thy house with burnt offerings: I will pay thee my vows.” 


1 24 
‘wet he le We Wiad 
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PSALM CXXXVII 





Y the rivers of Babylon, 
there we sat down, yea, 
{| we wept, when we remem- 
bered Zion. 

2. We hanged our 
| harps upon the willows 
GUN 22); in the midst thereof. 

3. F or there they that carried us away 
captive required of us a song; and they 
that wasted us required of us mirth, 
saying, Sing us one of the songs of Zion. 

A. How shall we sing the Lorp’s 
song in a strange land? 

5. HI forget thee, O Jerusalem, let 
my right hand forget her cunning. 

6. If I do not remember thee, let 
my tongue cleave to the roof of my 
mouth; if I prefer not Jerusalem above 
my chief joy. 

7. Remember, O Lorp, the children 
of Edom in the day of Jerusalem; who 
said, Rase it, rase wz, even to the 
foundation thereof. 

8. O daughter of Babylon, who art 
to be destroyed; happy shall he be, that 
rewardeth thee as thou hast served us. 

9. Happy shall he be, that taketh and 
dasheth thy little ones against the stones. 








PSALM CXXXVIII 
A Psalm of David. 


WILL praise thee with 
my whole heart: before 
the gods will I sing praise 
unto thee. 

2. I will worship 
toward thy holy temple, 

BO} and praise thy name for 
thy lowiielndness and for thy truth: 
for thou hast magnified thy word above 
all thy name. 

3. In the day when I cried thou answeredst 
me, and strengthenedst me with strength in 
my soul. 

4. All the kings of the earth shall praise thee, 
O Lorp, when they hear the words of thy 
mouth. 

5. Yea, they shall sing in the ways of the 
Lorp: for great is the glory of the Lorp. 

6. Though the Lorp be high, yet hath he 
respect unto the lowly: but the proud he 
knoweth afar off. 

7. ‘Though I walk in the midst of trouble, 
thou wilt revive me: thou shalt stretch forth 

(II 39) 
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DAVID SINGING. Psalm lvii. 7. 


““My heart is fixed, O God, my heart 
is fixed: I will sing and give praise.” 


thine hand against the wrath of mine enemies, 
and thy right hand shall save me. 

8. ‘The Lorp will perfect that which concern- 
eth me: thy mercy, O Lorn, endureth for ever: 
forsake not the works of thine own hands. 


PSALM CXXXIX 


To the chief Musician, a Psalm of David. 


1. O Lorpb, thou has searched me, and 
known me. 

2. ‘Thou knowest my downsitting and mine 
uprising, thou understandest my thought afar off. 
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3. Thou compassest my path and my lying 
down, and art acquainted with all my ways. 

4. For there is not a word in my tongue, but, 
lo, O Lorn, thou knowest it altogether. 

5. Thou hast beset me behind and before, 
and laid thine hand upon me. 

6. Such knowledge tis too wonderful fon me; 
it is high, I cannot attain unto it. 

ie Whither shall I go from thy spirit? or 
whither shall I flee from thy presence ? 

8. If I ascend up into heaven, thou art 
there: if I make my bed in hell, behold, thou 
art there. 

9. J} I take the wings of the morning, and 
dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea; 

10. Even there shall thy hand lead me, and 
thy right hand shall hold me. 

11. If I say, Surely the darkness shall cover 
me; even the night shall be light about me. 

12. Yea, the darkness hideth not from thee; 
but the night shineth as the day: the darkness 
and the light are both alike to thee. 

13. For thou hast possessed my reins: thou 
hast covered me in my mother’s womb. 

14. I will praise thee; for I am fearfully and 
wonderfully made: marvellous are thy works; 
and that my soul knoweth right well. 


15.. My substance was not hid from thee, 
when I was made in secret, and curiously wrought 
in the lowest parts of the earth. 

16. Thine eyes did see my substance, yet 
being, unperfect; and in thy book all my 
members were written, which in continuance 
were fashioned, when as yet there was none 
of them. 

17. How precious also are thy thoughts unto 
me, O God! how great is the sum of them! 

18. J? I should count them, they are more 
in number than the sand: when I awake, I am 
still with thee. 

19. Surely thou wilt slay the wicked, O God: 
depart from me therefore, ye bloody men. 

20... For they speak against thee wickedly, 
and thine enemies take thy name in vain. 

21. Do notI hate them, O Lorp, that hate 
thee? and am not I grieved with idee that 
rise up against thee ? 

22. I hate them with perfect hatred: I count 
them mine enemies. 

23. Search me, O God, and know my heart: 
try me, and know my thoughts: 

24. And see if there be any wicked way in 
me, and lead me in the way everlasting. 


* 5 * * *k * * 











(II-39*) 


ISAIAH 


THE PROPHET 





OsOanecans 








ISAIAH 


iets eho OP HRT 
Sarr NS) 
CHAPTER I 


aIHE vision of Isaiah the son of 
| Amoz, which he saw concerning 
Judah and Jerusalem in the days 
of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and 
Hezekiah, kings of Judah. 

2. Hear, O heavens, and give 
#8 OO = © 4 ear, O earth: for the Lorp hath 
eer I have nourished and brought up chil- 

ren, and they have rebelled against me. 

3. The ox knoweth his owner, and the ass 
his master’s crib: but Israel doth not know, my 
people doth not consider. 

4. Ah sinful nation, a people laden with in- 


2s Os O 5s O Ss 








iquity, a seed of evil doers, children that are cor- 
rupters: they have forsaken the Lorp, they have 
provoked the Holy One of Israel unto anger, they 
are gone away backward. 

5. § Why should ye be stricken any more? ye 
will revolt more and more: the whole head is sick, 
and the whole heart faint. 

6. From the sole of the foot even unto the 
head there 1s no soundness in it; but wounds, and 
bruises, and putrifying sores: they have not been 
closed, neither bound up, neither mollified with 
ointment. 

7. Your country ts desolate, your cities are 
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THEIR POISON IS LIKE THE POISON OF A SERPENT. Psalm lvii. 4, 5. 


“My soul 7s among lions: and I lie even among them that are set on fire, even the sons of men, whose teeth are spears and 
arrows, and their tongue a sharp sword. Be thou exalted, O God, above the heavens; /et thy glory be above all the earth.” 
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burned with fire: your land, strangers devour it in 
your presence, and 7 zs desolate, as overthrown 
by strangers. 

8. And the daughter of Zion is left as a cot- 
tage in a vineyard, as a lodge in a garden of 
cucumbers, as a besieged city. 

9. Except the Lorp of hosts had left unto us 
a very Seal remnant, we should have been as 
Sodom, and we should have been like unto 
Gomorrah. 

10. § Hear the word of the Lorp, ye rulers 
of Sodom; give ear unto the law of our God, ye 
people of Gomorrah. 

11. To what purpose is the multitude of your 
sacrifices unto me? saith the Lorp: I am full of 
the burnt offerings of rams, and the fat of fed 


J. James Tissot. 
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will hide mine eyes from you; yea, when ye make 
many prayers, I will not hear: your hands are full 
of blood. 

16. § Wash ye, make you clean; put away the 
evil of your doings from before mine eyes; cease 
to do evil; 

17. Learn to do well; seek judgment, relieve 
the oppressed, judge the fatherless, plead for the 
widow. 

18. Come now, and let us reason together, 
saith the Lorp: though your sins be as scarlet, 
they shall be as white as snow; though they be 
red like crimson, they shall be as wool. 

19. If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat 
the good of the land: 

- 20. But if ye refuse and rebel, ye shall be 
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THEY SHALL FALL BY THE SWORD. Psalm Ixiii. 10. 


“They shall fall by the sword: they shall be a portion for foxes.” 


beasts; and I delight not in the blood of bullocks, 
or of lambs, or of he goats. 

12. When ye come to appear before me, 
who hath required this at your hand, to tread 
my courts? 

13. Bring no more vain oblations; incense 
is an abomination unto me; the new moons and 
sabbaths, the calling of assemblies, I cannot 
away with; 7 ts iniquity, even the solemn 
meeting. 

14. Your new moons and your appointed 
feasts my soul hateth: they are a trouble unto me; 
I am weary to bear them. 

15. And when ye spread forth your hands, I 


devoured with the sword: for the mouth of the 
Lorp hath spoken i. 

21. § Howis the faithful city become a harlot! 
it was full of judgment; righteousness lodged in it; 
but now murderers. 

22. ‘Thy silver is become dross, thy wine 
mixed with water: 

23. ‘Thy princes are rebellious, and com- 
panions of thieves: every one loyeth gifts, and 
followeth after rewards: they judge not the 
fatherless, neither doth the cause of the widow 
come unto them. ; 

24. Therefore saith the Lord, the Lorp of 
hosts, the Mighty One of Israel, Ah, I will ease 





ISAIAH 589 





J. James Tissot 





Rey “ , ." 


Copyright by de Brunoff, 1904. 


THOSE THAT DWELL IN SEPULCHRES. Psalm xci. 1. 
“He that dwelleth in the secret place of the most High shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty.” 


me of mine adversaries, and avenge me of mine 
enemies. 

25. § And I will turn my hand upon thee, and 
purely purge away thy dross, and take away all 
thy tin: 

36. And I will restore thy judges as at the 
first, and thy counsellors as at the beginning: 
afterward thou shalt be called, The city of 
righteousness, the faithful city. 

27. Zion shall be redeemed with judgment, 
and her converts with righteousness. 

28. § And the destruction of the transgressors 
and of the sinners shall be together, and they that 
forsake the Lorp shall be consumed. 

29. For they shall be ashamed of the oaks 
which ye have desired, and ye shall be confounded 
for the gardens that ye have chosen. 

30. For ye shall be as anoak whose leaf fadeth, 
and as a garden that hath no water. 

31. And the strong shall be as tow, and the 


maker of it as a spark, and they shall both burn 
together, and none shall quench them. 


* * * * * x * 


CHAPTER VI 


N the year that king Uzziah died 

I saw also the Lord sitting upon 
a throne, high and lifted up, and 
his train filled the temple. 

2. Above it stood the sera- 
phim: each one had six wings; 
with twain he covered his face, 
and with twain he covered his feet, and with 
twain he did fly. 

3. And one cried unto another, and said, 
Holy, holy, holy, 7s the Lorn of hosts: the whole 
earth 7s full of his glory. 

4. And the posts of the door moved at the 
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2 


Psalm lIxiv. 3. 


“Who whet their tongue like a sword, and bend their bows to shoot their arrows, even bitter words.” 


voice of him that cried, and the house was filled 
with smoke. 

5. § Then said I, Woe zs me! for I am undone; 
because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell 
in the midst of a people of unclean lips: for mine 
eyes have seen the King, the Lorp of hosts. 

6. Then flew one of the seraphim unto me, 
having a live coal in his hand, which he had taken 
with the tongs from off the altar: 

7. And he laid 7 upon my mouth, and said, 
Lo, this hath touched thy lips; and thine iniquity 
is taken away, and thy sin purged. 

8. Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, 
Whom shall I send, and who will go for us? Then 
said = Here am I; send me. 

9. € And he ad Go, and tell this people, 
Hear ye indeed, but understand not; and see ye 
indeed, but perceive not. 

10. Make the heart of this people fat, and 
make their ears heavy, and shut their eyes; lest 
they see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, 
and understand with their heart, and converi, 
and be healed. 


11. Then said I, Lord, how long? And he 
answered, Until the cities be wasted without 
inhabitant, and the houses without man, and 
the land be utterly desolate, 

12. And the Lorp have removed men far 
away, and there be a great forsaking in the midst 
of the land. 

13. §€ But yet in it shall be a tenth, and 7 
shall return, and shall be eaten: as a teil tree, and 
as an oak, whose substance 7s in them, when they 
cast their leaves: so the holy seed shall be the 
substance thereof. 


wk * * * * * * 


CHAPTER LIII 


1. Who hath believed our report? and to 
whom is the arm of the Lorp revealed? 

2. Forhe shall grow up before him as a tender 
plant, and as a root out of a dry ground: he hath 
no form nor comeliness; and when we shall see 
him, there is no beauty that we should desire him. 
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3. He is despised and rejected of men; a man 
of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid 
as it were our faces from him; he was despised, 
and we esteemed him not. 

4. § Surely he hath borne our griefs, and car- 
ried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, 
smitten of God, and afflicted. 

5. But he was wounded for our transgressions, 
he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement 
of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes 
we are healed. 

6. All we like sheep have gone astray; we 
have turned every one to his own way; and the 
Lorp hath laid on him the iniquity of us all. 

7. He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, 
yet he opened not his mouth: he is brought as a 
lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her 
shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth. 

8. He was taken from prison and from judg- 
ment: and who shall declare his generation? for 
he was cut off out of the land of the living: for 
the transgression of my people was he stricken. 

9. And he made his grave with the wicked, 
and with the rich in his death; because he had 
done no violence, neither was any deceit in his 
mouth. 

10. § Yet it pleased the Lorp to bruise him; 
he hath put him to grief: when thou shalt make 
his soul an offering for sin, he shall see his seed, 
he shall prolong his days, and the pleasure of the 
Lorp shall prosper in his hand. 

tae He shall see of the travail of his soul, and 
shall be satisfied: by his knowledge shall my 
righteous servant justify many; for he shall bear 
their iniquities. 

12. Therefore will I divide him a portion with 
the great, and he shall divide the eh with the 
strong; because he hath poured out his soul unto 
death: and he was numbered with the trans- 
gressors; and he bare the sin of many, and made 
intercession for the transgressors. 


CHAPTER LIV 


za@lING, O barren, thou that didst 
not bear; break forth into sing- 
ing, and cry aloud, thou that 
didst not travail with child: 
for more are the children of the 
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the married wife, saith the Lorn. 
2. Enlarge the place of thy tent, and let them 
stretch forth the curtains of thine habitations: 
pei not, lengthen thy cords, and strengthen 
thy stakes; 
3. For thou shalt break forth on the right 
hand and on the left; and thy seed shall inherit 
(II-40) 


desolate than the children of | 


the Gentiles, and make the desolate cities to be 
inhabited. 

4. Fear not; for thou shalt not be ashamed: 
neither be thou confounded; for thou shalt not 
be put to shame: for thou shalt forget the shame 
of thy youth, and shalt not remember the 
reproach of thy widowhood any more. 

5. For thy Maker is thine husband; The 
Lorp of hosts 7s his name; and thy Redeemer 
the Holy One of Israel; The God of the whole 
earth shall he be called. 

6. For the Lorp hath called thee as a 
woman forsaken and grieved in spirit, and 
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J. aes Tissot. 
THE HATRED OF THE JUST. Psalm Ixix. 12. 


“They that sit in the gate speak against me: 
and I was the song of the drunkards.” 


a wife of youth, when thou wast refused, saith 
thy God. 
7. For a small moment have I forsaken ~ 
thee; but with great mercies will I gather thee. 
8. In a little wrath I hid my face from thee 
for a tnoment; but with everlasting kindness 
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will I have mercy on thee, saith the Lorp thy 
Redeemer. 

9. For this 7s as the waters of Noah unto me: 
for as I have sworn that the waters of Noah 
should no more go over the earth; so have I 
sworn that I would not be wroth with thee, nor 
rebuke thee. 

10. For the mountains shall depart, and the 
hills be removed; but my kindness shall not 
depart from thee, neither shall the covenant of 
my peace be removed, saith the Lorp that hath 
mercy on thee. 

11. § O thou afflicted, tossed with tempest, 
and not comforted, behold, I will lay thy stones 
with fair colours, and lay thy foundations with 
sapphires. 

12. And I will make thy windows of agates, 
and thy gates of carbuncles, and all thy borders 
of pleasant stones. 

13. And all thy children shall be taught of 


the Lorp; and great shall be the peace of thy 
children. 

14. In righteousness shalt thou be estab- 
lished: thou shalt be far from oppression; for 
thou shalt not fear: and from terror; for it shall 
not come near thee. 

15. Behold, they shall surely gather together, 
but not by me: whosoever shall gather together 
against thee shall fall for thy sake. 

16. Behold, I have created the smith that 
bloweth the coals in the fire, and that bringeth 
forth an instrument for his work; and I have 
created the waster to destroy. 

17. § No weapon that is formed against thee 
shall prosper; and every tongue that shall rise 
against thee in judgment thou shalt condemn. 
This ts the heritage of the servants of the 
Lorp, and their righteousness is of me, saith 
the Lorp. 

* * * *k * * * 
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JEREMIAH 


THE PROPHET 





CHAPTER I 






= HE words of Jeremiah the son 
W/4\ of Hilkiah, of the priests that 
=| were in Anathoth in the land of 
9) Benjamin: 

2. To whom the word of the 
Lorp came in the days of 
oe | Josiah the son of Amon king of 
Judah, in the thirteenth year of his reign. 

3. It came also in the days of Jehoiakim 
the son of Josiah king of Judah, unto the end 
of the eleventh year of Zedekiah the son of 
Josiah king of Judah, unto the 
carrying away of Jerusalem cap- 
tive in the fifth month. 

4. 'Then the word of the Lorp 
came unto me, saying, 

5. Before I formed thee in 
the belly I knew thee; and before 
thou camest forth out of the 
womb I sanctified thee, and I 
ordained thee a prophet unto 
the nations. 

6. Then said I, Ah, Lord 
Gop! behold, I cannot speak: 
for I am a child. 

7. § But the Lorp said unto 
me, Say not, Iam a child: for 
thou shalt go to all that I shall 
send thee, and whatsoever I 
command thee thou shalt speak. 

8. Be not afraid of their 
faces: for I am with thee to 
deliver thee, saith the Lorp. 

9. Then the Lorp put forth 
his hand, and touched my mouth. 
And the Lorp said unto me, 
Behold, I have put my words in 
thy mouth. 

10. See, I have this day set 
thee over the nations and over 
the kingdoms, to root out, and to 
pull down, and to destroy, and to 
throw down, to build, and to plant. 














J. James Tissot. 


11. §{ Moreover the word of the Lorp came 
unto me, saying, Jeremiah, what seest thou? 
And I said, I see a rod of an almond tree. 

12. Then said the Lorp unto me, Thou 
hast well seen: for I will hasten my word to 
perform it. 

13. And the word of the Lorp came unto me 
the second time, saying, What seest thou? And I 
said, I see a seething pot; and the face thereof zs 
toward the north. 

14. Then the Lorp said unto me, Out of 
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DAVID PRAYING IN THE NIGHT. Psalm Ixxvii. 6. 


“I call to remembrance my song in the night; I commune 
with mine own heart: and my spirit made diligent search.” 
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the north an evil shall break forth upon all the 
inhabitants of the land. 

15. For, lo, I will call all the families of the 
kingdoms of the north, saith the Lorp; and 
they shall come, and they shall set every one 
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‘The righteous shall flourish like the palm tree: he shall 

grow like a cedar in Lebanon. Those that be planted in 

the house of the LorD shall flourish in the courts of our God.” 
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his throne at the entering of the gates of Jerusa- 
lem, and against all the walls thereof round 
about, and against all the cities of Judah. 

16. And I will utter my judgments against 
them touching all their wickedness, who have 
forsaken me, and have burned incense unto 
other gods, and worshipped the works of their 
own hands. 


17. § Thou therefore gird up thy loins, and 
arise, and speak unto them all that I command 
thee: be not dismayed at their faces, lest I con- 
found thee before them. 

18. For, behold, I have made thee this day a 
defenced city, and an iron pillar, and brazen walls 
against the whole land, against the kings of Judah, 
against the princes thereof, against the ee 
thereof, and against the people of the Jand. 

19. And they shall fight against thee; but 
they shall not prevail against thee; for I am with 
thee, saith the Lorp, to deliver thee. 


* * * * * * * 


CHAPTER V 







eee we syUN ye to and fro through the 
me “a |streets of Jerusalem, and see 
| now, and know, and seek in the 
25.3} broad places thereof, if ye can 

| find a man, if there be any that 
executeth judgment, that seek- 
eth the truth; and I will pardon it. 

2. And though they say, The Lorp liveth; 
surely they swear falsely. 

3. O Lorp, are not thine eyes upon the truth? 
thou hast stricken them, but they have not 
grieved; thou hast consumed them, but they have 
refused to receive correction: they have made 
their faces harder than a rock; they have refused 
to return. 

4. Therefore I said, Surely these are poor; 
they are foolish: for they know not the way of 
the Lorp, nor the judgment of their God. 

5. I will get me unto the great men, and will 
speak unto them; for they have known the way 
of the Lorp, and the judgment of their God: 
but these have altogether broken the yoke, and 
burst the bonds. 

6. Wherefore a lion out of the forest shall 
slay them, and a wolf of the evenings shall spoil 
them, a leopard shall watch over their cities: 
every one that goeth out thence shall be torn in 
pieces: because their transgressions are many, 
and their backslidings are increased. 

7. § How shall I pardon thee for this? thy 
children have forsaken me, and sworn by them 
that are no gods: when I had fed them to 
the full, they then committed adultery, and 
assembled themselves by troops in the harlots’ 
houses. 

8. They were as fed horses in the morning: 
every one neighed after his neighbour’s wife. 

9. Shall I not visit for these things? saith the 
Lorp: and shall not my soul be avenged on such 
a nation as this? 
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BY THE WATERS OF BABEL. Psalm exxxvii. 1. 


“By the rivers of Babylon, there we sat down, yea, we wept, when we remembered Zion.” 


10. § Go ye up upon her walls, and destroy; 
but make not a full end: take away her 
battlements; for they are not the Lorp’s. 

11. For the house of Israel and the house of 
Judah have dealt very treacherously against me, 
saith the Lorp. 

12. They have belied the Lorn, and said, 
It is not he; neither shall evil come upon us; 
neither shall we see sword nor famine: 

13. And the prophets shall become wind, 
and the word zs not in them: thus shall it be 
done unto them. 

14. Wherefore thus saith the Lorp God of 
hosts, Because ye speak this word, behold, I 
will make my words in thy mouth fire, and this 
people wood, and it shall devour them. 

15. Lo, I will bring a nation upon you from 
far, O house of Israel, saith the Lorn: it is a 
mighty nation, it 7s an ancient nation, a nation 
whose language thou knowest not, neither 
understandest what they say. 


16. ‘Their quiver 7s as an open sepulchre, they 
are all mighty men. 

17. And they shall eat up thine harvest and 
thy bread, which thy sons and thy daughters 
should eat: they shall eat up thy flocks and thine 
herds: they shall eat up thy vines and thy fig 
trees: they shall impoverish thy fenced cities, 
wherein thou trustedst, with the sword. 

18. Nevertheless in those days, saith the 
Lorp, I will not make a full end with you. 

19. §| And it shall come to pass, when ye shall 
say, Wherefore doeth the Lorp our God all 
these things unto us? then shalt thou answer them, 
Like as ye have forsaken me, and served strange 
gods in your land, so shall ye serve strangers in a 
land that 7s not yours. 

20. Declare this in the house of Jacob, and 
publish it in Judah, saying, 

21. Hear now this, O foolish people, and 
without understanding; which have _ eyes, 
and see not; which have ears, and hear not: 
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22. Fear ye not me? saith the Lorn: will ye 
not tremble at my presence, which have placed 
the sand for the bound of the sea by a perpetual 
decree, that it cannot pass it: and though the 
waves thereof toss themselves, yet can they not 
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Psalm cxxxviii. 2. 


J. James Tissot. 


‘7 will worship toward thy holy temple, and praise thy name.” 


prevail; though they roar, yet can they not pass 
over it? 

23. But this people hath a revolting and a 
rebellious heart; they are revolted and gone. 

24. Neither say they in their heart, Let us 
now fear the Lorp our God, that giveth rain, 
both the former and the latter, in his season: 
he reserveth unto us the appointed weeks of 
the harvest. ; 

25. § Your iniquities have turned away these 
things, and your sins have withholden good 
things from you. 

26. For among my people are found wicked 


men: they lay wait, as he that setteth snares; 
they set a trap, they catch men. 

27. As a cage is full of birds, so are their 
houses full of deceit: therefore they are become 
great, and waxen rich. 

28. They are waxen fat, they shine: yea, 
they overpass the deeds of the wicked: they 
judge not the cause, the cause of the fatherless, 
yet they prosper; and the right of the needy do 
they not judge. 

29. Shall I not visit for these things? saith 
the Lorn: shall not my soul be avenged on such 
a nation as this? 

30. A wonderful ard horrible thing is com- 
mitted in the land; 

31. The prophets prophesy falsely, and the 
priests bear rule by their means; and my people 
love to have it so: and what will ye do in the end 
thereof ? 


* * * *s *k * * 


CHAPTER XXXIII 


OREOVER the word of the 
Lorp came unto Jeremiah the 
#| second time, while he was yet 
iy| shut up in the court of the prison, 
Ai|| saying, 

| 2. Thus saith the Lorp the 
e888!) maker thereof, the Lorp that 
formed it, to establish it; The Lorp 7s his name; 

3. Call unto me, and I will answer thee, and 
shew thee great and mighty things, which thou 
knowest not. 

4. For thus saith the Lorp, the God of Israel, 
concerning the houses of this city, and concerning 
the houses of the kings of Judah, which are 
thrown down by the mounts, and by the sword; 

5. They come to fight with the Chaldeans, 
but zt zs to fill them with the dead bodies of men, 
whom I have slain in mine anger and in my fury, 
and for all whose wickedness I have hid my face 
from this city. 

6. Behold, I will bring it health and cure, and 
I will cure them, and will reveal unto them the 
abundance of peace and truth. 

7. And I will cause the captivity of Judah and 
the captivity of Israel to return, and will build 
them, as at the first. 

8. And I will cleanse them from all their 
iniquity, whereby they have sinned against me; 
and I will pardon all their iniquities, whereby they 
have sinned, and whereby they have transgressed 
against me. 

9. § And it shall be to me a name of joy, a 
praise and an honour before all the nations of the 
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earth, which shall hear all the good that I do 
unto them: and they shall fear and tremble for 
all the goodness and for all the prosperity that I 
procure unto it. 

10. Thus saith the Lorp; Again there shall 
be heard in this place, which ye say shall be 
desolate without man and without beast, even in 
the cities of Judah, and in the streets of 
Jerusalem, that are desolate, without man, 
and without inhabitant, and without beast, 

11. ‘The voice of joy, and the voice of glad- 
ness, the voice of the bridegroom, and the voice 
of the bride, the voice of them that shall say, 
Praise the Lorp of hosts: for the Lorp is 
good; for his mercy endureth for ever: and of 
them that shall bring the sacrifice of praise into 
the house of the Lorp. For I will cause to 
return the captivity of the land, as at the first, 
saith the Lorp. . 

12. ‘Thus saith the Lorn of hosts; Again in 
this place, which is desolate without man and 
without beast, and in all the cities thereof, shall 
be a habitation of shepherds causing their flocks 
to lie down. 

13. In the cities of the mountains, in the cities 
of the vale, and in the cities of the south, and in 
the land of Benjamin, and in the places about 
Jerusalem, and in the cities of Judah, shall the 
flocks pass again under the hands of him that 
telleth them, saith the Lorp. 

14. Behold, the days come, saith the Lorp, 
that I will perform that good thing which I have 
ones unto the house of Israel and to the 

ouse of Judah. 

15. § In those days, and at that time, will I 
cause the Branch of righteousness to grow up 
unto David; and he shall execute judgment and 
righteousness in the land. 

16. In those days shall Judah be saved, and 
Jerusalem shall dwell safely: and this 7s the name 
wherewith she shall be called, The Lorp our 
Righteousness. 

17. § For thus saith the Lorp; David shall 
never want a man to sit upon the throne of the 
house of Israel; 

18. Neither shall the priests the Levites want 
a man before me to offer burnt offerings, and 
to kindle meat offerings, and to do sacrifice 
continually. 

19. §{ And the word of the Lorp came unto 

Jeremiah, saying, 
20. Thus saith the Lorn; If ye can break my 
covenant of the day, and my covenant of the 
night, and that there should not be day and night 
in their season; 

21. Then may also my covenant be broken 
with David my servant, that he should not 

(11-41) 





have a son to reign upon his throne; and 
with the Levites the priests, my ministers. 
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“And shalt say unto them, Thus saith the Lorp of hosts; 
Even so will I break this people and this city, as one break- 
eth a potter’s vessel, that cannot be made whole again.” 
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22. As the host of heaven cannot be num- 
bered, neither the sand of the sea measured; 
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so will I multiply the seed of David my ser- 
vant, and the Levites that minister unto me. 


J. James Tissot. 
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ISAIAH. Isaiah vii. 13. 


‘And he said, Hear.ye now, O house of David; Js it a small 
thing for you to weary men, but will ye weary my God also?” 


23. Moreover the word of the Lorp came to 
Jeremiah, saying, 

24. Considerest thou not what this people 
have spoken, saying, The two families which the 





Lorp hath chosen, he hath even cast them off? 
thus they have despised my people, that they 
should be no more a nation before them. 

25. ‘Thus saith the Lorp; If my covenant be 
not with day and night, and af I have not ap- 

ointed the ordinances of heaven and earth; 

26. Then will I cast away the seed of Jacob, 
and David my servant, so that I will not take any 
of his seed to be rulers over the seed of Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob: for I will cause their captivity 
to return, and have mercy on them. 


* * * x * * * 


CHAPTER XXXVI 














ND it came to pass in the fourth 
4| year of Jehoiakim the son of 
Josiah king of Judah, that this 
word came unto Jeremiah from 
the Lorn, saying, 

2. ‘Take thee a roll of a book, 
o5 see 28-8! and write therein all the words 
that I have spoken unto thee against Israel, and 
against Judah, and against all the nations, from 
the day I spake unto thee, from the days of 
Josiah, even unto this day. 

3. It may be that the house of Judah will 
hear all the evil which I purpose to do unto them; 
that they may return every man from his 
evil way: that I may forgive their iniquity and 
their sin. 

4. ‘Then Jeremiah called Baruch the son of 
Neriah: and Baruch wrote from the mouth of 
Jeremiah all the words of the Lorp, which he had 
spoken unto him, upon a roll of a book. 

5. And Jeremiah commanded Baruch, say- 
ing, I am shut up; I cannot go into the house 
of the Lorn: 

6. ‘Therefore go thou, and read in the roll, 
which thou hast written from my mouth, the 
words of the Lorn in the ears of the people in the 
Lorp’s house upon the fasting day: and also thou 
shalt read them in the ears of all Judah that come 
out of their cities. 

7. Itmay be they will present their supplica- 
tion before the Lorn, and will return every one 
from his evil way: for great ts the anger and 
the fury that the Lorp hath pronounced against 
this people. 

8. And Baruch the son of Neriah did accord- 
ing to all that Jeremiah the prophet commanded 
him, reading in the book the words of the Lorp 
in the Lorp’s house. 

9. And it came to pass in the fifth year of 
Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah, in the 
ninth month, that they proclaimed a fast before 
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the Lorp to all the people in Jerusalem, and to 
all the people that came from the cities of Judah 
unto Jerusalem. 

10. ‘Then read Baruch in the book the words 
of Jeremiah in the house of the Lorp, in the 
chamber of Gemariah the son of Shaphan the 
scribe, in the higher court, at the entry of the 
new gate of the Lorp’s house, in the ears of 
all the people. 

tie 4 When Michaiah the son of Gemariah, 
the son of Shaphan, had heard out of the book all 
the words of the Lorp, 

12. Then he went down into the king’s 
house, into the scribe’s chamber: and, lo, all the 
ee sat there, even Elishama the scribe, and 

elaiah the son of Shemaiah, and Elnathan 
the son of Achbor, and Gemariah the son of 
Shaphan, and Zedekiah the son of Hananiah, 
and all the princes. 

13. Then Michaiah declared unto them all 
the words that he had heard, when Baruch read 
the book in the ears of the people. 

14. Therefore all the princes sent Jehudi the 
son of Nethaniah, the son of Shelemiah, the son 
of Cushi, unto Baruch, saying, Take in thine 
hand the roll wherein thou hast read in the ears 
of the people, and come. So Baruch the son of 
Neriah took the roll in his hand, and came 
unto them. 

15. And they said unto him, Sit down now, 
and read it in our ears. So Baruch read 7 in 
their ears. 

16. Now it came to pass, when they had 
heard all the words, they were afraid both one 
and other, and said unto Baruch, We will surely 
tell the king of all these words. 

17. And they asked Baruch, saying, Tell us 
now, How didst thou write all these words at his 
mouth? 

18. Then Baruch answered them, He pro- 
nounced all these words unto me with his mouth, 
and I wrote them with ink in the book. 

19. Then said the princes unto Baruch, Go, 
hide thee, thou and Jeremiah; and let no man 
know where ye be. 

20. § And they went in to the king into the 
court, but they laid up the roll in the chamber of 
Elishama the scribe, and told all the words in the 
ears of the king. 

21. So the king sent Jehudi to fetch the 
roll; and he took it out of Elishama the scribe’s 
chamber. And Jehudi read it in the ears of the 
king, and in the ears of all the princes which 
stood beside the king. 

22. Now the king sat in the winter house in 
the ninth month: and there was a fire on the 
hearth burning before him. 





23. And it came to pass, that when Jehudi had 
read three or four leaves, he cut it with the pen- 
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BARUCH. Jeremiah xxxvi. 8. 


J. James Tissot. 


“And Baruch the son of Neriah did according to 
all that Jeremiah the prophet commanded him.” 


knife, and cast it into the fire that was on the 
hearth, until all the roll was consumed in the fire 
that was on the hearth. 

24. Yet they were not afraid, nor rent their 
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garments, neither the king, nor any of his servants 
that heard all these words. 

25. Nevertheless Elnathan and Delaiah and 
Gemariah had made intercession to the king that 
he would not burn the roll; but he would not 
hear them. 

26. But the king commanded Jerahmeel the 
son of Hammelech, and Seraiah the son of Azriel, 
and Shelemiah the son of Abdeel, to take Baruch 
the scribe and Jeremiah the prophet: but the 
Lorp hid them. 

27. § Then the word of the Lorp came to 
Jeremiah, after that the king had burned the roll, 
and the words which Baruch wrote at the mouth 
of Jeremiah, saying, 

28. ‘Take thee again another roll, and write 
in it all the former words that were in the first roll, 
which Jehoiakim the king of Judah hath burned. 

29. And thou shalt say to Jehoiakim king of 
Judah, Thus saith the Lorp; Thou hast burned 
this roll, saying, Why hast thou written therein, 







Benn, 
Haylie > Mn 


saying, The king of Babylon shall certainly come 
and destroy this land, and shall cause to cease 
from thence man and beast? 

30. ‘Therefore thus saith the Lorp of Jehoi- 
akim king of Judah; He shall have none to sit 
upon the throne of David: and his dead body 
shall be cast out in the day to the heat, and in the 
night to the frost. 

31. And I will punish him and his seed and 
his servants for their iniquity; and I will bring 
upon them, and upon the inhabitants of Jeru- 
salem, and upon the men of Judah, all the evil 
that I have pronounced against them; but they 
hearkened not. 

32. § Then took Jeremiah another roll, and 
gave it to Baruch the scribe, the son of Neriah; 
who wrote therein from the mouth of Jeremiah 
all the words of the book which Jehoiakim king of 
Judah had burned in the fire: and there were 
added besides unto them many like words. 

* * * * * *% * 
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EZEKIEL 
THE PROPHET 
CHAPTER I 








OW it came to pass in the thir- 
tieth year, in the fourth month, 
Z,|in the fifth day of the month, 
Z\as I was among the captives 
by the river of Chebar, that 

the heavens were opened, and 
ZW _ YT saw visions of God. 

2. In the fifth day of the month, which was 
the fifth year of king Jehoiachin’s captivity, 

3. The word of the Lorp came expressly 
unto Ezekiel the priest, the son of Buzi, in the 
land of the Chaldeans by the river Chebar; and 
the hand of the Lorp was there upon him. 

4. § And I looked, and, behold, a whirlwind 
came out of the north, a great cloud, and a fire 
infolding itself, and a brightness was about it, 
and out of the midst thereof as the colour of 
amber, out of the midst of the fire. 

5. Also out of the midst thereof came the 
likeness of four living creatures. And this was 
their appearance; they had the likeness of a man. 

6. nd every one had four faces, and every 
one had four wings. 

7. And their feet were straight feet; and the 
sole of their feet was like the sole of a calf’s foot: 
and they sparkled like the colour of burnished 
brass. 

8. And they had the hands of a man under 
their wings on their four sides; and they four 
had their faces and their wings. 

9. Their wings were joined one to another; 
they turned not when they went; they went every 
one straight forward. 

10. As for the likeness of their faces, they 
four had the face of a man, and the face of a 
lion, on the right side: and they four had the 
face of an ox on the left side; they four also 
had the face of an eagle. 

11. Thus were their faces: and their wings 
were stretched upward; two wings of every one 
were joined one to another, and two covered 
their ee. 

12. And they went every one straight for- 





























ward: whither the spirit was to go, they went; 
and they turned not when they went. 

13. As for the likeness of the living creatures, 
their appearance was like burning coals of fire, 
and like the appearance of lamps: it went up 
and down among the living creatures; and the 
fire was bright, and out of the fire went forth 
lightning. 

14. And the living creatures ran and returned 
as the appearance of a flash of lightning. 

15. § Now as I beheld the living creatures, 
behold one wheel upon the earth by the living 
creatures, with his four faces. 

16. ‘The appearance of the wheels and their 
work was like unto the colour of a beryl: and they 
four had one likeness: and their appearance 
and their work was as it were a wheel in the 
middle of a wheel. 

17. When they went, they went upon their 
four sides: and they turned not when they 
went. 

18. As for their rings, they were so high 
that they were dreadful; and their rings were 
full of eyes round about them four. 

19. And when the living creatures went, the 
wheels went by them: and when the living 
creatures were lifted up from the earth, the wheels 
were lifted up. 

20. Whithersoever the spirit was to go, they 
went, thither was their spirit to go; and the wheels 
were lifted up over against them: for the spirit 
of the living creature was in the wheels. 

21. When those went, these went; and when 
those stood, these stood; and when those were 
lifted up from the earth, the wheels were lifted 
up over against them: for the spirit of the living 
creature was in the wheels. 

22. And the likeness of the firmament upon 
the heads of the living creature was as the colour 
of the terrible crystal, stretched forth over their 
heads above. 

23. And under the firmament were their 
wings straight, the one toward the other: every 
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EZEKIEL. Ezekiel i. 3. 


“The word of the Lorp came expressly unto Ezekiel the 
priest, the son of Buzi, in the land of the Chaldeans by the 
river Chebar; and the hand of the Lorp was there upon him.” 


J. James Tissot. 


one had two, which covered on this side, and 
every one had two, which covered on that side, 
their bodies. 

24. And when they went, I heard the noise 
of their wings, like the noise of great waters, as 
the voice of the Almighty, the voice of speech, 


as the noise of a host: when they stood, they let 
down their wings. 

25. And there was a voice from the firma- 
ment that was over their heads, when they stood, 
and had let down their wings. 

26. § And above the firmament that was 
over their heads was the likeness of a throne, as 
the appearance of a sapphire stone: and upon the 
likeness of a throne was the likeness as the 
appearance of a man above upon it. 

27. And I saw as the colour of amber, as the 
appearance of fire round about within it, from 
the appearance of his loins even upward, and 
from the appearance of his loins even downward, 
I saw as it were the appearance of fire, and it 
had brightness round about. 

28. As the appearance of the bow that is in 
the cloud in the day of rain, so was the appear- 
ance of the brightness round about. ‘This was 
the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the 
Lorp. And when I saw i, I fell upon my face, 
and I heard a voice of one that spake. 


CHAPTER II 





AIN D he said unto me, Son of man, 

vy stand upon thy feet, and I will 
Z,\| speak unto thee. 

2) 2. And the spirit entered 

into me when he spake unto me, 

N) and set me upon my feet, that 





ES 


: wy z 
pw WY ©O_Y | heard him that spake unto me. 


3. And he said unto me, Son of man, I send 
thee to the children of Israel, to a rebellious 
nation that hath rebelled against me: they and 
their fathers have transgressed against me, 
even unto this very day. 

4. For they are impudent children and stiff- 
hearted. I do send thee unto them; and thou 
shalt say unto them, Thus saith the Lord Gop. 

5. And they, whether they will hear, or 
whether they will forbear, (for they are a rebel- 
lious house,) yet shall know that there hath been 
a prophet among them. 

6. § And thou, son of man, be not afraid of 
them, neither be afraid of their words, though 
briers and thorns be with thee, and thou dost 
dwell among scorpions: be not afraid of their 
words, nor be dismayed at their looks, though 
they be a rebellious house. 

7. And thou shalt speak my words unto them, 
whether they will hear, or whether they will 
forbear: for they are most rebellious. 

8. But thou, son of man, hear what I say 
unto thee; Be not thou rebellious like that rebel- 
lious house: open thy mouth, and eat that I 
give thee. 
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9. § And when I looked, be- 
hold, a hand was sent unto me; 
and, lo, a roll of a book was 
therein; 

10. And he spread it before me; 
and it was written within and 
without: and there was written 
therein lamentations, and mourn- 
ing, and woe. 


CHAPTER III 
AOREOVER he 


said unto me, Son 
Z\of man, eat that 
1 f H4\|thou findest; eat 
AE fA beiithis roll, and go 
i j|Speak unto ane 
yw © © YW house of Israel. 

2. So I opened my mouth, and 
he caused me to eat that roll. 

3. And he said unto me, Son 
of man, cause thy belly to eat, and 
fill thy bowels with this roll that 
I give thee. Then did I eat tz; and 
it was in my mouth as honey for 
sweetness. 

4. § And he said unto me, Son 
of man, go, get thee unto the house 
of Israel, and speak with my words 
unto them. 

5. For thou art not sent to a 

eople of a strange speech and of a_ hard 
eres but to the house of Israel; 

6. Not to many people of a strange speech and 
of a hard language, whose words thou canst not 
understand. Surely, had I sent thee to them, 
they would have hearkened unto thee. 

7. But the house of Israel will not hearken 
unto thee; for they will not hearken unto me: 
for all the house of Israel are impudent and 
hardhearted. 

8. Behold, I have made thy face strong 
against their faces, and thy forehead strong 
against their foreheads. 

9. As an adamant harder than flint have 
I made thy forehead: fear them not, neither 
be dismayed at their looks, though they be a 
rebellious house. 

10. Moreover he said unto me, Son of man, 
all my words that I shall speak unto thee receive 
in thine heart, and hear with thine ears. 

11. And go, get thee to them of the captivity, 
unto the children of thy people, and speak unto 
them, and tell them, Thus saith the Lord Gop; 
whether they will hear, or whether they will 
forbear. 

(I-43) 
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DANIEL AND THE YOUNG MEN. | Daniel i. 6. 
** Now among these were of the children of Judah, 


Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah.” 


12. Then the spirit took me up, and I heard 
behind me a voice of a great rushing, saying, 
Blessed be the glory of the Lorp from his place. 

13. I heard also the noise of the wings of 
the living creatures that touched one another, 
and the noise of the wheels over against them, 
and a noise of a great rushing. 

14. So the spirit lifted me up, and took me 
away, and I went in bitterness, in the heat of 
my spirit; but the hand of the Lorp was strong 
upon me. 

15. § Then I came to them of the captivity 
at Tel-abib, that dwelt by the river of Chebar, 
and I sat where they sat, and remained there 
astonished among them seven days. 

16. And it came to pass at the end of seven 
days, that the word of the Lorp came unto me, 
saying, 

17. Son of man, I have made thee a watch- 
man unto the house of Israel: therefore hear 
the word at my mouth, and give them warning 
from me. 

18. When I say unto the wicked, Thou shalt 
surely die; and thou givest him not warning, nor 
speakest to warn the wicked from his wicked 
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way, to save his life; the same wicked man shall 
die in his iniquity; but his blood will I require 
at thine hand. ; 

19. Yet if thou-warn the wicked, and he turn 
not from his wickedness, nor from his wicked 
way, he-shall die in his iniquity; but thou hast 
delivered thy soul. 

20. Again, When a righteous man doth turn 
from his righteousness, and commit iniquity, and 
I lay a stumblingblock before him, he shall die: 
because’thou hast not given him warning, he shall 
die in his sin, and his righteousness which he 
hath done shall not be remembered; but his blood 
will [ require at thine hand. 

21. Nevertheless, if thou warn the nghteous 
man, ‘that the righteous sin not, and he doth not 
sin, he ‘shall surely live, because he is warned; 
also thou hast delivered thy soul. 

22.°¢ And the hand of the Lorp was there 
upon me; and he said unto me, Arise, go 
forth into the plain, and I will there talk 
with thee. 

23. ‘Then I arose, and went forth into the 
plain: and, behold, the glory of the Lorp stood 
there, as the glory which I saw by the river of 
Chebar: and I fell on my face. 

24. Then the spirit entered into me, and 
set me upon my feet, and spake with me, 
and ‘said unto me, Go, shut thyself within 
thine house. 

25. But thou, O son of man, behold, they 
shall put bands upon thee, and shall bind 
thee with them, and thou shalt not go out 
among them: 

26. And ‘I will make thy tongue cleave to 
the roof of thy mouth, that thou shalt be dumb, 
and shalt not be to them a reprover: for they are 
a rebellious house. 

27. But when I speak with thee, I will open 
thy mouth, and thou shalt say unto them, Thus 
saith the Lord Gop; He that heareth, let him 
hear; and he that forbeareth, let him forbear: 
for they are a rebellious house. 


*™~ * *k *k * * * 


CHAPTER XXXIV 


IND the word of the Lorp came 
unto me, saying, 

: 2. Son of man, prophesy 
74) against the shepherds of Israel, 
Y= || prophesy, and say unto them, 

\y,|| Lhus saith the Lord Gop unto 

Yj} the shepherds; Woe be to the 
shepherds of Israel that do feed themselves! 
should not the shepherds feed the flocks? 








3. Ye eat the fat, and ye clothe you with the 
wool, ye-kill them that are fed: but ye feed not 
the flock. 

4. ‘The diseased have ye not strengthened, 
neither have ye healed that which was sick, 
neither have ye bound up that which was broken, 
neither have ye brought again that which was 
driven away, neither have ye sought that which 
was lost; but with force and with cruelty have ye 
ruled them. 

5. And they were scattered, because there 1s 
no shepherd: and they became meat to all the 
beasts of the field, when they were scattered. 

6. My sheep wandered through all the moun- 
tains, and upon every high hill: yea, my flock was 
scattered upon all the face of the earth, and none 
did search or seek after them. 

7. § Therefore, ye shepherds, hear the word 
of the Lorp; 

8. As I live, saith the Lord Gop, surely 
because my flock became a prey, and my flock 
became meat to every beast of the field, 
because there was no shepherd, neither did my 
shepherd search for my flock, but the shepherds 
fed themselves, and fed not my flock; 

9. ‘Therefore, O ye shepherds, hear the word 
of the Lorp; 

10. Thus saith the Lord Gop; Behold, I am 
against the shepherds; and I will require my flock 
at their hand, and cause them to cease from 
feeding the flock; neither shall the shepherds 
feed themselves any more; for I will deliver 
my flock from their mouth, that they may not 
be meat for them. 

11. § For thus saith the Lord Gop; Behold, 
I, even I, will both search my sheep, and seek 
them out. 

12. Asa shepherd seeketh out his flock in the 
day that he is among his sheep that are scattered; 
so will I seek out my sheep, and will deliver them 
out of all places where they have been scattered 
in the cloudy and dark day. 

13. And I will bring them out from the peo- 

le, and gather them from the countries, and will 
ye them to their own land, and feed them upon 
the mountains of Israel by the rivers, and in all 
the inhabited places of the country. 

14. I will feed them in a good pasture, and 
upon the high mountains of Israel shall their fold 
be: there shall they le in a good fold, and in a 
fat pasture shall they feed upon the mountains 
of Israel. 

15. I will feed my flock, and I will cause them 
to lie down, saith the Lord Gop. 

16. I will seek that which was lost, and bring 
again that which was driven away, and will bind 
up that which was broken, and will strengthen 
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that which was sick: but I will destroy the fat and 
the strong; I will feed them with judgment. 

17. And as for you, O my flock, thus saith the 
Lord Gop; Behold, I judge between cattle and 
cattle, between the rams and the he goats. 

18. Seemeth rt a small thing unto you to have 
eaten up the good pasture, but ye must tread 
down with your feet the residue of your pastures? 
and to have drunk of the deep waters, but ye must 
foul the residue with your feet? 

19. And as for my flock, they eat that which 
ye have trodden with your feet; and they drink 
that which ye have fouled with your feet. 

20. § Therefore thus saith the Lord Gop unto 
them; Behold, I, even I, will judge between the 
fat cattle and between the lean cattle. 

21. Because ye have thrust with side and with 
shoulder, and pushed all the diseased with your 
horns, till ye have scattered them abroad; 

22. ‘Therefore will I save my flock, and they 
shall no more be a prey; and I will judge between 
cattle and cattle. 

23. And I will set up one Shepherd over them, 
and he shall feed them, even my servant David; 
he shall feed them, and he shall be their shepherd. 

24. And I the Lorp will be their God, and 
my servant David a prince among them; I the 
Lorp have spoken 7. 

25. And I will make with them a covenant 
of peace, and will cause the evil beasts to cease 
out of the land: and they shall dwell safely in 
the wilderness, and sleep in the woods. 

26. And I will make them and the places 
round about my hill a blessing; and I will cause 
the shower to come down in his season; there 
shall be showers of blessing. 

27. And the tree of the field shall yield her 
fruit, and the earth shall yield her increase, and 
they shall be safe in their land, and shall know 
that I am the Lorp, when I have broken the 
bands of their yoke, and delivered them out of the 
hand of those that served themselves of them. 


28. And they shall no more be a prey to the 


heathen, neither shall the beast of the land 
devour them; but they shall dwell safely, and 
none shall make them afraid. 

29. And I will raise up for them a plant of 
renown, and they shall be no more consumed 
with hunger in the land, neither bear the shame 
of the heathen any more. 

30. Thus shall they know that I the Lorp 
their God am with them, and that they, even 
the house of Israel, are my people, saith the 
Lord Gop. 

31. And ye my flock, the flock of my pasture, 
are men, and I am your God, saith the Lord Gop. 
* ** * * * * ** 

(11-43) 
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THE STATUE OF NEBUCHADNEZZAR. Daniel ii. 31. 


“Thou, O king, sawest, and behold a great image. 
This great image, whose brightness was excellent, 
stood before thee; and the form thereof was terrible.” 


CHAPTER XXXVII 








la _@ m@ HE hand of the Lorp was upon 

Dy, a me, and carried me out in the 

(|| Spirit of the Lorn, and set me 

4|| down in the midst of the valley 
|| which was full of bones, 

.2. And caused me to pass by 

them round about: and, behold, 

there were very many in the open valley; and, lo, 

they were very dry. 
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3. And he said unto me, Son of man, can 
these bones live? And I answered, O Lord Gop, 
thou knowest. 

4. Again he said unto me, Prophesy upon 
these bones, and say unto them, O ye dry bones, 
hear the word of the Lorp. 

5. ‘Thus saith the Lord Gop unto these bones; 
Behold, I will cause breath to enter into you, and 
ye shall live: 

6. And I will lay simews upon you, and 
will bring up flesh upon you, and cover 
you with skin, and put breath in you, and 
ye shall live; and ye shall know that I am 
the Lorp. 

7. So I prophesied as I was commanded: and 
as I prophesied, there was a noise, and behold a 
shaking, and the bones came together, bone to 
his bone. 

8. And when I beheld, lo, the sinews and 
the flesh came up upon them, and the skin 
covered them above: but there was no breath 
in them. 

9. ‘I'hen said he unto me, Prophesy unto the 
wind, prophesy, son of man, and say to the wind, 
Thus saith the Lord Gop; Come from the four 
winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, 
that they may live. 

10. So I prophesied as he commanded me, 
and the breath came into them, and they lived, 
and stood up upon their feet, an exceeding 
great army. 

11. § Then he said unto me, Son of man, 
these bones are the whole house of Israel: behold, 
they say, Our bones are dried, and our hope is 
lost: we are cut off for our parts. 

12. ‘Therefore prophesy and say unto them, 
Thus saith the Lord Gop; Behold, O my people, 
I will open your graves, and cause you to come 
up out of your graves, and bring you into the land 
ot Israel. 

13. And ye shall know that I am_ the 
Lorp, when I have opened your graves, O 
my people, and brought you up out of your 
eraves, 


4, And shall put my Spirit in you, 
and ye shall live, and I shall place you in 
your own land: then shall ye know that I 


the Lorp have spoken 7, and performed it, 
saith the Lorp. 

15. §| The word of the Lorp came again unto 
me, saying, 

16. Moreover, thou son of man, take thee one 
stick, and write upon it, For Judah, and for the 
children of Israel his companions: then take 
another stick, and write upon it, For Joseph, the 
stick of Ephraim, and for all the house of Israel 
his companions: 


17. And join them one to another into 
one stick; and they shall become one in thine 
hand. 

18. §¢ And when the children of thy people 
shall speak unto thee, saying, Wilt thou not shew 
us what thou meanest by these? 

19. Say unto them, Thus saith the Lord 
Gop; Behold, I will take the stick of Joseph, 
which 2 in the hand of Ephraim, and _ the 
tribes of Israel his fellows, and will put them 
with him, even with the stick of Judah, and 
make them one stick, and they shall be one 
in mine hand. 

20. § And the sticks whereon thou writest 
shall be in thine hand before their eyes. 

21. And say unto them, Thus saith the 
Lord Gop; Behold, I will take the children 
of Israel from among the heathen, whither 
they be gone, and will gather them on 
every side, and bring them into their own 
land: 

22. And I will make them one nation in 
the land upon the mountains of Israel; and 
one king shall be king to them all: and they 
shall be no more two nations, neither shall 
they be divided into two kingdoms any more 
at all: 

23. Neither shall they defile themselves any 
more with their idols, nor with their detestable 
things, nor with any of their transgressions: but I 
will save them out of all their dwellingplaces, 
wherein they have sinned, and will cleanse 
them: so shall they be my people, and I will be 
their God. 

24. And David my servant shall be king over 

them; and they all shall have one shepherd: they 
shall also walk in my judgments, and observe my 
statutes, and do them. 
. 25. And they shall dwell in the land that 
I have given unto Jacob my servant, wherein 
your fathers have dwelt; and _ they shall 
dwell therein, even they, and their children, 
and their children’s children for ever: and 
my servant David shall be their prince for 
ever. 

26. Moreover I will make a covenant of 
peace with them; it shall be an everlasting cove- 
nant with them: and I will place them, and 
multiply them, and will set my sanctuary in the 
midst of them for evermore. . 

27. My tabernacle also shall be with them: 
yea, I will be their God, and they shall be my 
people. 

28. And the heathen shall know that I the 
Lorp do sanctify Israel, when my sanctuary shall 
be in the midst of them for evermore. 

* * * * * * * 
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CHAPTER I 


TmumuON|N the third year of the reign 

JAA of Jehoiakim king of Judah 
qjjcame Nebuchadnezzar king of 
z,\|Babylon unto Jerusalem, and 
|| besieged it. 

2. And the Lord gave Jehoia- 
\AYAUAAUNEAYA kim king of Judah into his hand, 
with part of the vessels of the house of God: 
which he carried into the land of Shinar to the 
house of his god; 
and he brought the 
vessels into the 
treasure house of 
his god. 

3. § And the king 
spake unto Ash- 
penaz the master 
of his eunuchs, that 
he should bring 
certain of the chil- 
dren of Israel, and 
of the king’s seed, 
and of the princes; 

4. Children in 
whom was no blem- 
ish, but well fav- 
oured, and skilful 
in all wisdom, and 
cunning in knowl- 
edge, and under- 
standing science, and 


such as had ability 





J. James Tissot. 





DANIEL AND THE WISE MEN. Daniel ii. 36. over 


of Belteshazzar; and to Hananiah, of Shadrach; 
and to Mishael, of Meshach; and to Azariah, 
of Abed-nego. 

8. § But Daniel purposed in his heart that he 
would not defile himself with the portion of the 
king’s meat, nor with the wine which he drank: 
therefore he requested of the prince of the eunuchs 
that he might not defile himself. 

9. Now God had brought Daniel into favour 
and tender love with 
the prince of the 
eunuchs. 

10. And the prince 
of the eunuchs said 
unto Daniel, I fear 
my lord the king, 
who hath appointed 
your meat and your 
drink: for why 
should he see your 
faces worse liking 
than the children 
which are of your 
sort? then shall ye 
make me endanger 
my head to the 
king. 

11. Then said 
Daniel to Melzar, 
whom the prince of 
the eunuchs had set 


Daniel, Han- 
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in them to stand in «This is the dream; and we will tell the interpretation thereof before the king.” aniah, Mishael, and 


the king’s palace, 
‘and whom they might teach the learning and 
the tongue of the Chaldeans. 

5. And the king appointed them a daily 
provision of the king’s meat, and of the wine 
which he drank: so nourishing them three years, 
that at the end thereof they might stand before 
the king. 

6. Now among these were of the children of 
Judah, Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah: 

7. Unto whom the prince of the eunuchs 
gave names: for he gave unto Daniel the name 


Azariah, 

12. Prove thy servants, I beseech thee, ten 
days; and let them give us pulse to eat, and 
water to drink. 

13. Then let our countenances be looked upon 
before thee, and the countenance of the children 
that eat of the portion of the king’s meat: and 
as thou seest, deal with thy servants. 

14. So he consented to them in this matter, 
and proved them ten days. 

15.. And at the end of ten days their counte- 
nances appeared fairer and fatter in flesh than 
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all the children which did eat the portion of the 
king’s meat. 

16. Thus Melzar took away the portion of 
their meat, and the wine that they should drink; 
and gave them pulse. 

17. § As for these four children, God gave 
them knowledge and skill in all learning and 
wisdom: and Daniel had understanding in all 
visions and dreams. 

18. Now at the end of the days that the king 
had said he should bring them in, then the 
prince of the eunuchs brought them in before 
Nebuchadnezzar... 

19. And the king communed with them; and 
among them all was found none like Daniel, 
Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah: therefore stood 
they before the king. 

20. And in all matters of wisdom and 
understanding, that the king inquired of them, 
he found them ten times better than all the 
magicians and astrologers that were in all his 
realm. . 

21. And Daniel continued even unto the first 
year of king Cyrus. 


CHAPTER II 
mummg|ND in the second year of the 


reign of Nebuchadnezzar, Nebu- 
chadnezzar dreamed dreams, 
wherewith his spirit was troubled, 
and his sleep brake from him. 

a 2. ‘Then the king commanded 
WOO} to call the magicians, and the 
astrologers, and the sorcerers, and the Chaldeans, 
for to shew the king his dreams. So they came 
and stood before the king. 

3. And the king said unto them, I have 
dreamed a dream, and my spirit was troubled 
to know the dream. 

4. Then spake the Chaldeans to the king 
in Syriac, O king, live for ever: tell thy 
servants the dream, and we will shew the 
interpretation. 

5. “Phe king answered and said to the Chal- 
deans, The thing is gone from me: if ye will 
not make known unto me the dream, with the 
interpretation thereof, ye shall be cut in pieces, 
and your houses shall be made a dunghill. 

6. But if ye shew the dream, and the inter- 
pretation thereof, ye shall receive of me gifts and 
rewards and great honour: therefore shew me 
the dream, and the interpretation thereof. 

7. ‘They answered again and said, Let the 











ri 
king tell his servants the dream, and we will 
shew the interpretation of it. 

8. ‘The king answered and said, I know of 


certainty that ye would gain the time, because 
ye see the thing is gone from me. 

9. But if ye will not make known unto me 
the dream, there vs but one decree for you: for ye 
have prepared lying and corrupt words to speak 
before me, till the time be changed: therefore 
tell me the dream, and I shall know that ye can 
shew me the interpretation thereof. 

10. § The Chaldeans answered before the 
king, and said, There is not a man upon the 
earth that can shew the king’s matter: there- 
fore there is no king, lord, nor ruler, that asked 
such things at any magician, or astrologer, or 
Chaldean. 

11. And 7 ws a rare thing that the king 
requireth, and there is none other that can 
shew it before the king, except the gods, whose 
dwelling is not with flesh. 

12. For this cause the king was angry and 
very furious, and commanded to destroy all the 
wise men of Babylon. 

13. And the decree went forth that the wise 
men should be slain; and they sought Daniel 
and his fellows to be slain. 

14. § Then Daniel answered with counsel and 
wisdom to Arioch the captain ef the king’s 
guard, which was gone forth to slay the wise 
men of Babylon: 

15. He answered and said to Arioch the king’s 
captain, Why vs the decree so hasty from the 
king? ‘Then Arioch made the thing known 
to Daniel. 

16. Then Daniel went in, and desired of 
the king that he would give him time, and that 
he would shew the king the interpretation. 

17. Then Daniel went to his house, and made 
the thing known to Hananiah, Mishael, and 
Azariah, his companions: 

18. That they would desire mercies of the 
God of heaven concerning this secret; that 
Daniel and his fellows should not perish with 
the rest of the wise men of Babylon. 

19. § Then was the secret revealed unto Daniel 
in a night vision. ‘Then Daniel blessed the 
God of heaven. 

20. Daniel answered and said, Blessed be 
the name of God for ever and ever: for wisdom 
and might are his: 

21. And he changeth the times and the sea- 
sons: he removeth kings, and setteth up kings: 
he giveth wisdom unto the wise, and knowledge 
to them that know understanding: 

22. He revealeth the deep and secret things: 
he knoweth what zs in the darkness, and the 
light dwelleth with him. 

23. I thank thee, and praise thee, O thou 
God of my fathers, who hast given me wisdom 
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and might, and hast made known unto me now 
what we desired of thee: for thou hast now made 
known unto us the king’s matter. 

24. § Therefore Daniel went in unto Arioch, 
whom the king had ordained to destroy the wise 
men of Babylon: 
he went and said 
thus unto him; 
Destroy not the 
wise men of 
Babylon: bring 
me in before the 
king, and I will 
shew unto the 
king the inter- 
pretation. 

25. Then Ari- 
och brought in 
Daniel before 
the king in haste, 
and said thus 
unto him, I have 
found a man of 
the captives of 
Judah, that will 
make known un- 
to the king the 
interpretation. 

26. The king 
answered and 
said to Daniel, 
whose name was 
Belteshazzar, Art 
thou able to make 
known unto me 
the dream which 
I have seen, and 
the interpreta- 
tion thereof? 

27. Daniel 
answered in the 
ac es of the 

ing, and said, 
The secret which 
the king hath 
demanded cannot the wise men, the astrologers, 
the magicians, the soothsayers, shew unto the 
king; 

28, But there is a God in heaven that 
revealeth secrets, and maketh known to the king 
Nebuchadnezzar what shall be in the latter 
days. Thy dream, and the visions of thy head 
upon thy bed, are these; 

29. As for thee, O king, thy thoughts came 
into thy mind upon thy bed, what should come 
to pass hereafter: and he that revealeth secrets 
maketh known to thee what shall come to pass. 

(I-44) 


J. James Tissot. 





“Then Nebuchadnezzar the king was astonied, and rose up in haste, and spake, 
and said unto his counsellors, Did not we cast three men bound into the 
midst of the fire? —They answered and said unto the king, True, O king.” 


30. But as for me, this secret is not revealed 
to me for any wisdom that I have more than any 
living, but for their sakes that shall make known 
the interpretation to the king, and that thou 
mightest know the thoughts of thy heart. 

31. | Thou, O 
king, sawest, 
and behold a 
great image. 
This great im- 
age, whose bright- 
ness was excel- 
lent, stood before 
thee; and the 
form thereof was 
terrible. 

32. This im- 
age’s head was 
of fine gold, his 
breast and his 
arms of silver, 
his belly and his 
thighs of brass, 

33. His legs 
of iron, his feet 
part of iron and 
part of clay. 

34. Thou saw- 
est till that a 
stone was cut out 
without hands, 
which smote the 
image upon his 
feet that were of 
iron and clay, and 
brake them to 
pieces. 

35. ‘Then was 
the iron, the clay, 
the brass, the 
silver, and the 
gold, broken to 
pieces together, 
and became like 
the chaff of the 
summer threshingfloors; and the wind carried 
them away, that no place was found for them: 
and the stone that smote the image became a 
great mountain, and filled the whole earth. 

36. § This is the dream; and we will tell the 
interpretation thereof before the king. 

37. Thou, O king, art a king of kings: for the 
God of heaven hath given thee a kingdom, power, 
and strength, and glory. 

38. And wheresoever the children of men 
dwell, the beasts of the field and the fowls of the 
heaven hath he given into thine hand, and hath 
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made thee ruler over them all. Thou art this 
head of gold. 

39. And after thee shall arise another king- 
dom inferior to thee, and another third kingdom 
of brass, which shall bear rule over all the earth. 

40. And the fourth kingdom shall be strong 
as iron: forasmuch as iron breaketh in pieces and 
subdueth all things: and as iron that breaketh all 
these, shall it break in pieces and bruise. 

41. And whereas thou sawest the feet and toes, 
part of potters’ clay, and part of iron, the king- 
dom shall be divided; but there shall be in it of 
the strength of the iron, forasmuch as thou saw- 
est the iron mixed with miry clay. 

42. And as the toes of the feet were part of 
iron, and part of clay, so the kingdom shall be 
partly strong, and partly broken. 

43. And whereas thou sawest iron mixed with 
miry clay, they shall mingle themselves with the 
seed of men: but they shall not cleave one to an- 
other, even as iron is not mixed with clay. 

44, And in the days of these kings shall the 
God of heaven set up a kingdom, which shall 
never be destroyed: and the kingdom shall not 
be left to other people, but it shall break in pieces 
and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall 
stand for ever. ; 

45. Forasmuch as thou sawest that the stone 
was cut out of the mountain without hands, and 
that it brake in pieces the iron, the brass, the 
clay, the silver, and the gold; the great God hath 
made known to the king what shall come to pass 
hereafter: and the dream is certain, and the in- 
terpretation thereof sure. 

46. § Then the king Nebuchadnezzar fell upon 
his face, and worshipped Daniel, and com- 
manded that they should offer an oblation and 
sweet odours unto him. 

47. 'The king answered unto Daniel, and said, 
Of a truth 7 zs, that your God is a God of gods, 
and a Lord of kings, and a revealer of secrets, 
seeing thou couldest reveal this secret. 

48. ‘Then the king made Daniel a great man, 
and gave him many great gifts, and made him 
ruler over the whole province of Babylon, and 
chief of the governors over all the wise men of 
Babylon. 

49. ‘Then Daniel requested of the king, and 
he set Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, over 
the affairs of the province of Babylon: but Daniel 
sat in the gate of the king. 


CHAPTER III 


1. Nebuchadnezzar the king made an image 
of gold, whose height was threescore cubits, 
and the breadth thereof six cubits: he set 


it up in the plain of Dura, in the province of 
Babylon. 

2. Then Nebuchadnezzar the king sent to 
gather together the princes, the governors, and 
the captains, the judges, the treasurers, the coun- 
sellors, the sheriffs, and all the rulers of the 
provinces, to come to the dedication of the image 
which Nebuchadnezzar the king had set up. 

3. Then the princes, the governors, and cap- 
tains, the judges, the treasurers, the counsellors, 
the sheriffs, and all the rulers of the provinces, 
were gathered together unto the dedication of the 
image that Nebuchadnezzar the king had set up; 
and they stood before the image that Nebuchad- 
nezzar had set up. : 

4. Then a herald cried aloud, To you it is 
commanded, O people, nations, and languages, 

5. That at what time ye hear the sound of the 
cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, dulcimer, 
and all kinds of music, ye fall down and worship 
the golden image that Nebuchadnezzar the king 
hath set up: 

6. And whoso falleth not down and wor- 
shippeth shall the same hour be cast into the 
midst of a burning fiery furnace. 

7. Therefore at that time, when all the peo- 
ple heard the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, 
sackbut, psaltery, and all kinds of music, all the 
people, the nations, and the languages, fell down 
and worshipped the golden image that Nebuchad- 
nezzar the king had set up. 

8. ¢ Wherefore at that time certain Chal- 
deans came near, and accused the Jews. 

9. ‘They spake and said to the king Nebu- 
chadnezzar, O king, live for ever. 

10. Thou, O king, hast made a decree, that 
every man that shall hear the sound of the cornet, 
flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, and dulcimer, and 
all kinds of music, shall fall down and worship the 
golden image: 

11. And whoso falleth not down and wor- 
shippeth, that he should be cast into the midst of a 
burning fiery furnace 

12. There are certain Jews whom thou hast 
set over the affairs of the province of Babylon, 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego; these men, 
O king, have not regarded thee: they serve not 
thy gods, nor worship the golden image which 
thou hast set up. 

13. § Then Nebuchadnezzar in his rage and 
fury commanded to bring Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abed-nego. ‘Then they brought these men 
before the king. 

14. Nebuchadnezzar spake and said unto 
them, Js 7 true, O Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abed-nego? do not ye serve my gods, nor worship 
the golden image which I have set up? 
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THE WRITING ON THE WALL. Daniel v. 5. 


“In the same hour came forth fingers of a man’s hand, and wrote over against the candlestick upon 
the plaster of the wall of the king’s palace: and the king saw the part of the hand that wrote.” 


15. Now if ye be ready that at what time ye 
hear the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, 
psaltery, and dulcimer, and all kinds of music, ye 
fall down and worship the image which I have 
made; well: but if ye worship not, ye shall be cast 
the same hour into the faites of a burning fiery 
furnace; and who 7s that God that shall deliver 
you out of my hands? 

16.  Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, 
answered and said to the king, O Nebuchadnezzar, 
we are not careful to answer thee in this matter. 

17. If it be so, our God whom we serve is able 
to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and 
he will deliver us out of thine hand, O king. 

18. But if not, be it known unto thee, O king, 
that we will not serve thy gods, nor worship the 
golden image which thou hast set up. 

19. § Then was Nebuchadnezzar full of fury, 
and the form of his visage was changed against 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego: therefore he 

(-44*) 


spake, and commanded that they should heat the 
furnace one seven times more than it was wont 
to be heated. 

20. And he commanded the most mighty men 
that were in his army to bind Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abed-nego, and to cast them into the burning 
fiery furnace. 

21. Then these men were bound in their 
coats, their hosen, and their hats, and their other 
garments, and were cast into the midst of the 
burning fiery furnace. 

22. Therefore because the king’s command- 
ment was urgent, and the furnace exceeding hot, 
the flame of the fire slew those men that took up 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego. 

23. And these three men, Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abed-nego, fell down bound into the midst of 
the burning fiery furnace. 

24. ‘Then Nebuchadnezzar the king was aston- 
ied, and rose up in haste, and spake, and said unto 
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his counsellors, Did not we cast three men bound 
into the midst of the fire? They answered and 
said unto the king, True, O king. 

25. He answered and said, Lo, I see four men 
loose, walking in the midst of the fire, and they 
have no hurt; and the form of the fourth is like 
the Son of God. 

26. § Then Nebuchadnezzar came near to the 
mouth of the burning fiery furnace, and spake, 
and said, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, ye 
servants of the most high God, come forth, and 
come hither. Then Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abed-nego, came forth of the midst of the fire. 

27. And the princes, governors, and captains, 
and the king’s counsellors, being gathered 
together, saw these men, upon whose bodies the 
fire had no power, nor was a hair of their head 
singed, neither were their coats changed, nor the 
smell of fire had passed on them. 

28. Then Nebuchadnezzar spake, and said, 


Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and | 


Abed-nego, who hath sent his angel, and deliv- 
ered his servants that trusted in him, and have 
changed the king’s word, and yielded their 
bodies, that they might not serve nor worship 
any god, except their own God. 

29. Therefore I make a decree, ‘That every. 
people, nation, and language, which speak any 
thing amiss against the God of Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abed-nego, shall be cut in pieces, 
and their houses shall be made a dunghill; 
because there is no other God that can deliver 
after this sort. a 

30. Then the king promoted Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abed-nego, in the province of 
Babylon. 

CHAPTER IV 


JJEBUCHADNEZZAR the king, 
unto all people, nations, and 
languages, that dwell in all 
the earth; Peace be multiplied 
unto you. 

2. I thought it good to shew 
the signs and wonders that the 
high God hath wrought toward me. 

3. How great are his signs! and how mighty 
are his wonders! his kingdom 7s an everlasting 
kingdom, and his dominion is from generation to 
generation. 

4. § I Nebuchadnezzar was at rest in mine 
house, and flourishing in my palace: 

5. Isaw a dream which made me afraid, and 
the thoughts upon my bed and the visions of my 
head troubled me. 

6. ‘Therefore made I a decree to bring in all 
the wise men of Babylon before me, that they 








might make known unto me the interpretation of 
the dream. 

7. ‘Phen came in the magicians, the astrolo- 
gers, the Chaldeans, and the soothsayers: and I 
told the dream before them; but they did not 
make known unto me the interpretation thereof. 

8. § But at the last Daniel came in before me, 
whose name was Belteshazzar, according to the 
name of my god, and in whom 7s the spirit of the 
holy gods: and before him I told the dream, 
saying, 

9. O Belteshazzar, master of the magicians, 
because I know that the spirit of the holy gods 2s 
in thee, and no secret troubleth thee, tell me 
the visions of my dream that I have seen, and 
the interpretation thereof. 

10. ‘Thus were the visions of mine head in my 
bed; I saw, and behold a tree in the midst of the 
earth, and the height. thereof was great. 

11. The tree grew, and was strong, and the 
height thereof reached unto heaven, and the sight 
thereof to the end of all the earth: 

12. The leaves thereof were fair, and the fruit 
thereof much, and in it was meat for all: the 
beasts of the field had shadow under it, and the 
fowls of the heaven dwelt in the boughs -thereof, 
and all flesh was fed of it. 

13. I saw in the visions of my head upon my 
bed, and, behold, a watcher and a holy one came 
down from heaven; 

14. He cried aloud, and said thus, Hew down 
the tree, and cut off his branches, shake off his 
leaves, and scatter his fruit: let the beasts get 
away from under it, and the fowls from his 
branches: 

15. Nevertheless, leave the stump of his roots 
in the earth, even with a band of iron and brass, 
in the tender grass of the field; and let it be wet 
with the dew of heaven, and /et his portion be with 
the beasts in the grass of the earth: 

16. Let his heart be changed from man’s, and 
let a beast’s heart be given unto him; and let 
seven times pass over him. 

17. This matter 1s by the decree of the 
watchers, and the demand by the word of the holy 
ones: to the intent that the living may know that 
the Most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and 
giveth it to whomsoever he will, and setteth up 
over it the basest of men. 

18. This dream I king Nebuchadnezzar have 
seen. Now thou, O Belteshazzar, declare the 
interpretation thereof, forasmuch as all the wise 
men of my kingdom are not able to make known 
unto me the interpretation: but thou art able; for 
the spirit of the holy gods 7s in thee. 

19. § Then Daniel, whose name was Belte- 
shazzar, was astonied for one hour, and _ his 
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DANIEL IN THE LIONS’ DEN. Daniel vi. 16. 


“Then the king commanded, and they brought Daniel, and cast him into the den of lions.” 


thoughts troubled him. The king spake, and 
said, Belteshazzar, let not the dream, or the inter- 
pretation thereof, trouble thee. Belteshazzar 
answered and said, My lord, the dream be to 
them that hate thee, and the interpretation 
thereof to thine enemies. 

20. The tree that thou’ sawest, which 
grew, and was strong, whose height reached 
unto the heaven, and the sight thereof to all 
the earth; 

21. Whose leaves were fair, and the fruit 
thereof much, and in it was meat for all; under 
which the beasts of the field dwelt, and upon 
whose branches the fowls of the heaven had their 
habitation: 

22. It is thou, O king, that art grown and 
become strong: for thy greatness is grown, and 
reacheth unto heaven, and thy dominion to the 
end of the earth. 

23. And whereas the king saw a watcher and 
a holy one coming down from heaven, and saying, 
Hew the tree down, and destroy it; yet leave the 


stump of the roots thereof in the earth, even with 
a band of iron and brass, in the tender grass of 
the field; and let it be wet with the dew of heaven, 
and let his portion be with the beasts of the field, 
till seven times pass over him; 

24. This is the interpretation, O king, and 
this is the decree of the Most High, which is come 
upon my lord the king: 

25. ‘That they shall drive thee from men, and 
thy dwelling shall be with the beasts of the field, 
and they shall make thee to eat grass as oxen, and 
they shall wet thee with the dew of heaven, and 
seven times shall pass over thee, till thou know 
that the Most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, 
and giveth it to whomsoever he will. 

26. And whereas they commanded to leave 
the stump of the tree roots; thy kingdom shall be 
sure unto thee, after that thou shalt have known 
that the heavens do rule. 

27. Wherefore, O king, let my counsel be 
acceptable unto thee, and break off thy sins by 
righteousness, and thine iniquities by shewing 
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mercy to the poor; if it may be a lengthening of 
thy tranquillity. 

28. § All this came upon the king Nebuchad- 
nezzar. 

29. At the end of twelve months he walked 
in the palace of the kingdom of Babylon. 

30. The king spake, and said, Is not this 
great Babylon, that I have built for the house of 
the kingdom by the might of my power, and for 
the honour of my majesty? 

31. While the word was in the king’s mouth, 
there fell a voice from heaven, saying, O king 
Nebuchadnezzar, to thee it is spoken; The 
kingdom is departed from thee. 

32. And they shall drive thee from men, and 
thy dwelling shall be with the beasts of the field, 
they shall make thee to eat grass as oxen, and 
seven times shall pass over thee, until thou know 
that the Most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, 
and giveth it to whomsoever he will. 

33. ‘The same hour was the thing fulfilled 
upon Nebuchadnezzar: and he was driven from 
men, and did eat grass as oxen, and his body was 
wet with the dew of heaven, till his hairs were 
grown like eagles’ feathers, and his nails like 
birds’ claws. 

34. And at the end of the days I Nebuchad- 
nezzar lifted up mine eyes unto heaven, and mine 
understanding returned unto me, and [I blessed 
the Most High, and I praised and honoured 
him that liveth for ever, whose dominion 7s an 
everlasting dominion, and his kingdom 7s from 
generation to generation: 

35. And all the inhabitants of the earth are 
rep ee as nothing: and he doeth according to his 
will in the army of heaven, and among the in- 
habitants of the earth: and none can stay his 
hand, or say unto him, What doest thou? 

36. At the same time my reason returned 
unto me; and for the glory of my kingdom, mine 
honour and brightness returned unto me; and my 
counsellors and my lords sought unto me; and I 
was established in my kingdom, and excellent 
majesty was added unto me. 

37.~ Now I Nebuchadnezzar praise and extol 
and honour the King of heaven, all whose works 
are truth, and his ways judgment: and those that 
walk in pride he is able to abase. 


CHAPTER V 


1. Belshazzar the king made a great feast 
to a thousand of his lords, and drank wine 
before the thousand. 

2. Belshazzar, while he tasted the wine, com- 
manded to bring the golden and silver vessels 
which his father Nebuchadnezzar had taken out 


of the temple which was in Jerusalem; that 
the king and his princes, his wives and _ his 
concubines, might drink therein. 

3. ‘Then they brought the golden vessels that 
were taken out of the temple of the house of 
God which was at Jerusalem; and the king 
and his princes, his wives and his concubines, 
drank in them. 

4. They drank wine, and praised the gods of 
gold, and of silver, of brass, of iron, of wood, and 
of stone. 

5. § In the same hour came forth fingers of a 
man’s hand, and wrote over against the candle- 
stick upon the plaster of the wall of the king’s 
palace: and the king saw the part of the hand 
that wrote. 

6. Then the king’s countenance was changed, 
and his thoughts troubled him, so that the joints 
of his loins were loosed, and his knees smote one 
against another. 

7. ‘The king cried aloud to bring in the 
astrologers, the Chaldeans, and the soothsayers. 
And the king spake, and said to the wise men of 
Babylon, Whosoever shall read this writing, and 
shew me the interpretation thereof, shall be 
clothed with scarlet, and have a chain of gold 
about his neck, and shall be the third ruler in 
the kingdom. 

8. ‘Then came in all the king’s wise men: but 
they could not read the writing, nor make known 
to the king the interpretation thereof. 

9. ‘Then was king Belshazzar greatly troubled, 
and his countenance was changed in him, and his 
lords were astonied. 

10. §| Now the queen, by reason of the words 
of the king and his lords, came into the banquet 
house: and the queen spake and said, O king, live 
for ever: let not thy thoughts trouble thee, nor 
let thy countenance be changed: 

11. There is a man in thy kingdom, in whom 
is the spirit of the holy gods; and in the days of 
thy father hight and understanding and wisdom, 
like the wisdom of the gods, was found in him; 
whom the king Nebuchadnezzar thy father, 
the king, I say, thy father, made master of 
the magicians, astrologers, Chaldeans, and 
soothsayers; 

12. Forasmuch as an excellent spirit, and 
knowledge, and understanding, interpreting of 
dreams, and shewing of hard sentences, and 
dissolving of doubts, were found in the same 
Daniel, whom the king named Belteshazzar: 
now let Daniel be called, and he will shew the 
interpretation. 

13. ‘Then was Daniel brought in before the 
king. And the king spake and said unto Daniel, 
Art thou that Daniel, which art of the children of 
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the captivity of Judah, whom the king my father 
brought out of Jewry? 

14. I have even heard of thee, that the spirit 
of the gods 2s in thee, and that light and under- 
standing and excellent wisdom is found in thee. 

15. And now the wise men, the astrologers, 
have been brought in before me, that they should 
read this writing, and make known unto me the 
interpretation thereof: but they could not shew 
the interpretation of the thing: 

16. And I have heard of thee, that thou canst 
make interpretations, and dissolve doubts: now 
if thou canst read the writing, and make known 
to me the interpretation thereof, thou shalt be 
clothed with scarlet, and have a chain of gold 
about thy neck, and shalt be the third ruler in 
the kingdom. 

17. § Then Daniel answered and said before 
the king, Let thy gifts be to thyself, and give thy 
rewards to another; yet I will read the writing 
unto the king, and make known to him the 
interpretation. 

18. O thou king, the most high God gave 
Nebuchadnezzar thy father a kingdom, and 
majesty, and glory, and honour: 

19. And for the majesty that he gave him, 
all people, nations, and languages, trembled and 
feared before him: whom he would he slew; 
and whom he would he kept alive; and whom 
he would he set up; and whom he would he 
put down. 

20. But when his heart was lifted up, and his 
mind hardened in pride, he was deposed from his 
kingly throne, and they took his glory from him: 

21. And he was driven from the sons of men; 
and his heart was made like the beasts, and his 
dwelling was with the wild asses: they fed him 
with grass like oxen, and his body was wet with 
the dew of heaven; till he knew that the most 
high God ruled in the kingdom of men, and that 
he appointeth over it whomsoever he will. 

22. And thou his son, O Belshazzar, hast 
not humbled thine heart, though thou knewest 
all this; 

23. But hast lifted up thyself against the 
Lord of heaven; and they have brought the vessels 
of his house before thee, and thou and thy lords, 
thy wives and thy concubines, have drunk wine 
in them; and thou hast praised the gods of silver, 
and gold, of brass, iron, wood, and stone, which 
see not, nor hear, nor know: and the God in whose 
hand thy breath is, and whose are all thy ways, 
hast thou not glorified: 

24. Then was the part of the hand sent from 
him; and this writing was written. 

25. § And this ts the writing that was written, 


MENE, MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN. 


26. ‘This 2s the interpretation of the thing: 
MENE; God hath numbered thy kingdom, and 
finished it. j 

27. TEKEL; Thou art weighed in the 
balances, and art found wanting. 

28. PERES; Thy kingdom is divided, and 
given to the Medes and Persians. 

29. ‘Then commanded Belshazzar, and they 
clothed Daniel with scarlet, and put a chain of 
gold about his neck, and made a proclamation 
concerning him, that he should be the third ruler 
in the kingdom. 

30. § In that night was Belshazzar the king of 
the Chaldeans slain. 

31. And Darius the Median took the king- 
dom, being about threescore and two years old. 


CHAPTER VI 


tu] pleased Darius to set over the 
“4\\ kingdom a hundred and twenty 
princes, which should be over 
|| the whole kingdom; 

ex\ezi| 2. And over these three presi- 

- (97 || dents; of whom Daniel was first: 
UU} that the princes might give 
accounts unto them, and the king should have 
no damage. 

3. Then this Daniel was preferred above the 
presidents and princes, because an excellent 
spirit was in him; and the king thought to set him 
over the whole realm. 

4. § Then the presidents and princes sought 
to find occasion against Daniel concerning the 
kingdom; but they could find none occasion nor 
fault; forasmuch as he was faithful, neither was 
there any error or fault found in him. 

5. Then said these men, We shall not find 
any occasion against this Daniel, except we find 7 
against him concerning the law of his God. 

6. Then these presidents and princes assem- 
bled together to the king, and said thus unto him, 
King Darius, live for ever. 

7. All the presidents of the kingdom, the 
governors, and the princes, the counsellors, and 
the captains, have consulted together to establish 
a royal statute, and to make a firm decree, that 
whosoever shall ask a petition of any God or man 
for thirty days, save of thee, O king, he shall be 
cast into the den of lions. 

8. Now, O king, establish the decree, and sign 
the writing, that it be not changed, according to 
the law of the Medes and Persians, which altereth 
not. 

9. Wherefore king Darius signed the writing 
and the decree. 

10.. § Now when Daniel knew that the writing 
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was signed, he went into his house; and, his win- 
dows being open in his chamber toward Jerusa- 
lem, he kneeled upon his knees three times a day, 
and prayed, and gave thanks before his God, as 
he did aforetime. 

11. Then these men assembled, and found 
Daniel praying and making supplication before 
his God. 

12. Then they came near, and spake before 
the king concerning the king’s decree; Hast thou 
not signed a decree, that every man that shall ask 
a petition of any God or man within thirty days, 
save of thee, O king, shall be cast into the den of 
lions? The king answered and said, The thing 
is true, according to the law of the Medes’ and 
Persians, which altereth not. 

13. Then answered they and said before the 
king, That Daniel, which 7s of the children of the 
captivity of Judah, regardeth not thee, O king, 
nor the decree that thou hast signed, but maketh 
his petition three times a day. 

14. Then the king, when he heard these words, 
was sore displeased with himself, and set his 
heart on Daniel to deliver him: and he laboured 
till the going down of the sun to deliver him. 

15. ‘Then these men assembled unto the king, 
and said unto the king, Know, O king, that the 
law of the Medes and Persians 7s, That no decree 
nor statute which the king establisheth may 
be changed. 

16. Then the king commanded, and they 
brought Daniel, and cast him into the den of 
lions. Now the king spake and said unto Daniel, 
Thy God whom thou servest continually, he will 
deliver thee. 

17. And a stone was brought, and laid upon 
the mouth of the den; and the king sealed it with 
his own signet, and with the signet of his lords; 
that the purpose might not be changed concern- 
ing Daniel. 

18. § Then the king went to his palace, and 
passed the night fasting: neither were instruments 
of music brought before him: and his sleep went 
from him. 

19. .'Then the king arose very early in the 
morning, and went in haste unto the den 
of lions. 

20. And when he came to the den, he cried 
with a lamentable voice unto Daniel: and the 
king spake and said to Daniel, O Daniel, ser- 
vant of the living God, is thy God, whom thou 
servest continually, able to deliver thee from 
the lions? 

21. ‘Then said Daniel unto the king, O king, 
live for ever. 

22. My God hath sent his angel, and hath 
shut the lions’ mouths, that they have not hurt 


me: forasmuch as before him innocency was 
found in me; and also before thee, O king, have I 
done no hurt. 

23. Then was the king exceeding glad for 
him, and commanded that they should take 
Daniel up out of the den. So Daniel was 
taken up out of the den, and no manner of 
hurt was found upon him, because he believed 
in his God. 

24. § And the king commanded, and_ they 
brought those men which had accused Daniel, and 
they cast them into the den of lions, them, their 
children, and their wives; and the lions had the 
mastery of them, and brake all their bones 
in pieces or ever they came at the bottom of 
the den. 

25. § Then king Darius wrote unto all people, 
nations, and languages, that dwell in all the 
earth; Peace be multiplied unto you. 

26. I make a decree, That in every domin- 
ion of my kingdom men tremble and fear before 
the God of Daniel: for he is the living God, and 
steadfast for ever, and his kingdom that which 
shall not be destroyed, and his dominion shall be 
even unto the end. 

97. He delivereth and rescueth, and he 
worketh signs and wonders in heaven and in 
earth, who hath delivered Daniel from the power 
of the lions. 

28. So this Daniel prospered in the reign of 
Darius, and in the reign of Cyrus the Persian. 


CHAPTER VII 





JN the first year of Belshazzar 
f\ king of Babylon Daniel had a 
dream and visions of his head 
| upon his bed: then he wrote the 
| dream, and told the sum of the 
‘matters. 

j 2. Daniel spake and _ said, 
I saw in my vision by night, and, behold, the 
four winds of the heaven strove upon the great sea. 

3. And four great beasts came up from the 
sea, diverse one from another. 

4. The first was like a lion, and had eagle’s 
wings: I beheld till the wings thereof were 
plucked, and it was lifted up from the earth, 
and made stand upon the feet as a man, and a 
man’s heart was given to it. 

5. And behold another beast, a second, like 
to a bear, and it raised up itself on one side, and 
it had three ribs in the mouth of it between the 
teeth of it: and they said thus unto it, Arise, 
devour much flesh. | 

6. After this I beheld, and lo another, like a 
leopard, which had upon the back of it four 
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wings of a fowl; the beast had also four heads; 
and dominion was given to it. 

7. After this I saw in the night visions, and 
behold a fourth beast, dreadful and _ terrible, 
and strong exceedingly; and it had great iron 
teeth: it devoured and brake in pieces, and 
stamped the residue with the feet of it: and it was 
diverse from all the beasts that were before it; 
and it had ten horns. 

8. I considered the horns, and, behold, there 
came up among them another little horn, before 
whom there were three of the first horns plucked 
up by the roots: and, behold, in this horn were 
eyes like the eyes of man, and a mouth speaking 
great things. 

9. § I beheld till the thrones were cast down, 
and the Ancient of days did sit, whose garment 
was white as snow, and the hair of his head like 
the pure wool: his throne was like the fiery flame, 
and his wheels as burning fire. 

10. A fiery stream issued and came forth 
from before him: thousand thcusands ministered 
unto him, and ten thousand times ten thousand 
stood before him: the judgment was set, and 
the books were opened. 

11. I beheld then because of the voice 
of the great words which the horn spake: I 
beheld even till the beast was slain, and 
his body destroyed, and given to the burning 
flame. 

12. As concerning the rest of the beasts, they 
had their dominion taken away: yet their lives 
were prolonged for a season and time. 

13. I saw in the night visions, and, behold, 
one like the Son of man came with the clouds 
of heaven, and came to the Ancient of days, 
and they brought him near before him. — 

14. And there was given him dominion, 
and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, 
nations, and languages, should serve him: his 
dominion is an everlasting dominion, which 
shall not pass away, and his kingdom that which 
shall not be destroyed. 

15. § I Daniel was grieved in my spirit in the 
midst of my body, and the visions of my head 
troubled me. 

16. I came near unto one of them that stood 
by, and asked him the truth of all this. So he 
told me, and made me know the interpretation 
of the things. 

17. These great beasts, which are four, are 
four kings, which shall arise out of the earth. 

18. But the saints of the most High shall 
take the kingdom, and possess the kingdom 
for ever, even for ever and ever. 

19. Then I would know the truth of the 
fourth beast, which was diverse from all the 
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others, exceeding dreadful, whose teeth were 
of iron, and his nails of brass; which devoured, 
brake in pieces, and stamped the residue with 
his feet; 

20. And of the ten horns that were in 
his head, and of the other which came up, 
and before whom three fell; even of that horn 
that had eyes, and a mouth that spake very 
great things, whose look was more stout than 
his fellows. 

21. I beheld, and the same horn made war 
with the saints, and prevailed against them; 

22. Until the Ancient of days came, and 
judgment was given to the saints of the most 
High; and the time came that the saints possessed 
the kingdom. 

23. ‘Thus he said, The fourth beast shall be 
the fourth kingdom upon earth, which shall 
be diverse from all kingdoms, and shail devour 
the whole earth, and shall tread it down, and 
break it in pieces. 

24. And the ten horns out of this kingdom 
are ten kings that shall arise: and another shall 
rise after them; and he shall be diverse from the 
first, and he shall subdue three kings. 

25. And he shall speak great words against 
the most High, and shall wear out the saints 
of the most High, and think to change times 
and laws: and they shall be given into his hand 
until a time and times and the dividing of time. 

26. But the judgment shall sit, and they 
shall take away his dominion, to consume and 
to destroy vz unto the end. 

27. And the kingdom and dominion, and 
the greatness of the kingdom under the whole 
heaven, shall be given to the people of the saints 
of the most High, whose kingdom is an ever- 
lasting kingdom, and all dominions shall serve 
and obey him. 

28. Hitherto zis the end of the matter. As 
for me Daniel, my cogitations much troubled me, 
and my countenance changed in me: but I kept 
the matter in my heart. 


CHAPTER VIII 










fuy)N the third year of the reign 
4\of king Belshauaae a vision 
| appeared unto me, even unto 
|me Daniel, after that which 
2\\st|| appeared unto me at the first. 
4 2. And I saw in a vision; 
SUN} and it came to pass, when I 
saw, was at Shushan in the palace, 
which is in the province of Elam; and I saw in 
a vision, and I was by the river of Ulai. 
3. hen I lifted up mine eyes, and saw, and, 
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behold, there stood before the river a ram which 
had two horns: and the two horns were high; 
but one was higher than the other, and the 
higher came up last. 

4. I saw the ram pushing westward, and 
northward, and southward; so that no beasts 
might stand before him, neither was there any 
that could deliver out of his hand; but he did 
according to his will, and became great. 

5. And as I was considering, behold, an he 
goat came from the west on the face of the 
whole earth, and touched not the ground: 
and the goat had a notable horn between 
his eyes. 

6. And he came to the ram that had. two 
horns, which I had seen standing before 
the river, and ran unto him in the fury of 
his power. 

7. And I saw him come close unto the 
arm, and he was moved with choler against 
him, and smote the ram, and brake his two 
horns; and there was no power in the ram to 
stand before him, but he cast him down to the 
ground, and stamped upon him: and there was 
none that could deliver the ram out of his hand. 

8. ‘Therefore the he goat waxed very great: 
and when he was strong, the great horn was 
broken; and for it came up four notable ones 
toward the four winds of heaven. 

9. And out of one of them came forth a little 
horn, which waxed exceeding great, toward the 
south, and toward the east, and toward the 
pleasant land. 

10. And it waxed great, even to the host 
of heaven; and it cast down some of the host 
and of the stars to the ground, and stamped 
upon them. 

11. Yea, he magnified himself even to the 
prince of the host, and by him the daily sacrifice 
was taken away, and the place of his sanctuary 
was cast down. 

12. And an host was given him against the 
daily sacrifice by reason of transgression, and 
it cast down the truth to the ground; and it 
practised, and prospered. 

13. 4 Then I heard one saint speaking, and 
another saint said unto that certain saint which 
spake, How long shall be the vision concerning 
the daily sacrifice, and the transgression of 
desolation, to give both the sanctuary and 
the host to be trodden under foot? 

14. And he said unto me, Unto two thou- 


sand and. three hundred days; then shall the 
sanctuary be cleansed. 

15. § And it came to pass, when I, even I 
Daniel, had seen the vision, and sought for the 
meaning, then, behold, there stood before me as 
the appearance of a man. 

16. And I heard a man’s voice between the 
banks of Ulai, which called, and said, Gabriel, 
make this man to understand the vision. 

17. So he came near where I stood: and 
when he came, I was afraid, and fell upon 
my face: but he said unto me, Understand, 
O son of man: for at the time of the end shall 
be the vision. 

18. Now as he was speaking with me, I was 
in a deep sleep on my face toward the ground: 
but he touched me, and set me upright. 

19. And he said, Behold, I will make thee 
know what shall be in the last end of the 
indignation: for at the time appointed the end 
shall be. ; 

20. ‘The ram which thou sawest having two 
horns are the kings of Media and Persia. 

21. And the rough goat is the king of Grecia: 
and the great horn that 7s between his eyes 2s 
the first king. 

22. Now that being broken, whereas four 
stood up for it, four kingdoms shall stand up 
out of the nation, but not in his power. 

23. And in the latter time of their kingdom, 
when the transgressors are come to the full, a 
king of fierce countenance, and understanding 
dark sentences, shall stand up. 

24. And his power shall be mighty, but not 
by his own power: and he shall destroy wonder- 
fully, and shall prosper, and practise, and shall 
destroy the mighty and the holy people. 

25. And through his policy also he shall 

cause craft to prosper in his hand; and he 
shall magnify nan in his heart, and by peace 
shall destroy many: he shall also stand up 
against the Prince of princes; but he shall be 
broken without hand. 
- 26. And the vision of the evening and the 
morning which was told i true: wherefore 
shut thou up the vision; for it shall be for 
many days. 

27. And I Daniel fainted, and was sick cer- 
tain days; afterward I rose up, and did the king’s 
business; and I was astonished at the vision, 
but none understood it. 

* * * * * * * 
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CHAPTER I 





er ee HE word of the Lorp that came 

f unto Hosea, the son of Beeri, in 
the days of Uzziah, Jotham, 
Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of 
Judah, and in the days of Jero- 
boam the son of Joash, king of 
ot | Israel. 

2. 'The beginning of the word of the Lorp by 
Hosea. And the Lorp said to Hosea, Go, take 
unto thee a wife of whoredoms and children of 
whoredoms: for the land hath committed great 
whoredom, departing from the Lorp. 

3. So he went and took Gomer the daughter 
of Diblaim; which conceived, and bare him a son. 

4. And the Lorp said unto him, Call his 
name Jezreel; for yet a little while, and I will 
avenge the blood of Jezreel upon the house of 
Jehu, and will cause to cease the kingdom of the 
house of Israel. 

5. And it shall come to pass at that day, that 
I will break the bow of Israel in the valley of 
Jezreel. 

6. § And she conceived again, and bare a 
daughter. And God said unto him, Call her 
name Lo-ruhamah: for I will no more have mercy 
upon the house of Israel; but I will utterly take 
them away. 

7. But I will have mercy upon the house 
of Judah, and will save them by the Lorp 
their God, and will not save them by bow, nor 
by sword, nor by battle, by horses, nor by 
horsemen. 

8. § Now when she had weaned Lo-ruhamah, 
she conceived, and bare a son. 

9. Then said God, Call his name Lo-ammi: 
for ye are not my people, and I will not be 
your God. 

10. §| Yet the number of the children of Israel 
shall be as the sand of the sea, which cannot be 
measured nor numbered; and it shall come to 

ass, that in the place where it was said unto them, 
Ve are not my people, there it shall be said unto 
them, Ye are the sons of the living God. 

11. Then shall the children of Judah and the 
children of Israel be gathered together, and 


appoint themselves one head, and they shall 
come up out of the land: for great shall be the 


day of Jezreel. 


CHAPTER II 






: ye unto your brethren, 
|| Ammi; and to your sisters, 
Ruhamah. 

< S| 2. Plead with your mother, 

IW S || plead; for she 7s not my wife, 
aM AIS Me neither am I her husband: let 
bed} her therefore put away her 
whoredoms out of her sight, oan her adulteries 
from between her breasts; 

3. Lest I strip her naked, and set her as in 
the day that she was born, and make her as a 
wilderness, and set her like a dry land, and slay 
her with thirst. 

4. And I will not have mercy upon her chil- 
dren; for they be the children of whoredoms. 

5. For their mother hath played the harlot: 
she that conceived them hath done shamefully; 
for she said, I will go after my lovers, that give 
me my bread and my water, my wool and my fay 
mine oil and my drink. 

6. § Therefore, behold, I will hedge up th 
way with thorns, and make a wall, that she shall 
not find her paths. 

7. And she shall follow after her lovers, 
but she shall not overtake them; and she shall 
seek them, but shall not find them: then 
shall she say, I will go and return to my 
first husband; for then was i better with me 
than now. 

8. For she did not know that I gave her corn, 
and wine, and oil, and multiplied her silver and 
gold, which they prepared for Baal. 

9. Therefore will I return, and take away my 
corn in the time thereof, and my wine in the sea- 
son thereof, and will recover my wool and my flax 
given to cover her nakedness. 

10. And now will I discover her lewdness in 
the sight of her lovers, and none shall deliver her 
out of mine hand. 
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11. JI will also cause all her mirth to 
cease, her feast days, her new moons, and 
her sabbaths, and all her solemn feasts. 
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12. And I will destroy her vines and her fig 
trees, whereof she hath said, These are my 
rewards that my lovers have given me: and I 


will make them a forest, and the beasts of the 
field shall eat them. 

13. And I will visit upon her the days of 
Baalim, wherein she burned incense to them, and 
she decked herself with her earrings and her 
jewels, and she went after her lovers, and forgat 
me, saith the Lorn. 

14. § Therefore, behold, I will allure her, 
and bring her into the wilderness, and speak 
comfortably unto her. 

15. And I will give her her vineyards from 
thence, and the valley of Achor for a door of hope: 
and she shall sing there, as in the days of her 
youth, and as in the day when she came up out 
of the land of Egypt. 

16. And it shall be at that day, saith the 
Lorp, that thou shalt call me Ishi; and shalt call 
me no more Baali. 

17. For I will take away the names of Baalim 
out of her mouth, and they shall no more be 
remembered by their name. 

18. And in that day will I make a cove- 
nant for them with the beasts of the field, 
and with the fowls of heaven, and with the 
creeping things of the ground: and I will 
eee the bow and the sword and the battle 
out of the earth, and I will make them to lie 
down safely. | 

19. And I will betroth thee unto me for ever; 
yea, I will betroth thee unto me in righteousness, 
and in judgment, and in lovingkindness, and in 
mercies. 

20. I will even betroth thee unto me in faith- 
fulness: and thou shalt know the Lorp. 

21. And it shall come to pass in that day, I 
will hear, saith the Lorp, I will hear the heavens, 
and they shall hear the earth; 

22. And the earth shall hear the corn, and the 
wine, and the oil; and they shall hear Jezreel. 

23. And I will sow her unto me in the earth; 
and I will have mercy upon her that had not 
obtained mercy; and I will say to them which were 
not my people, Thou art my people; and they 
shall say, Thou art my God. ; 


*k * * ** * * * 


CHAPTER XIV 


JISRAEL, return unto the Lorp 
thy God; for thou hast fallen by 
thine iniquity. 

2. ‘Take with you words, and 
turn to the Lorp: say unto 
him, Take away all iniquity, 
and receive us graciously: so 
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will we render the calves of our lips. 
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3. Asshur shall not save us; we will not 
ride upon horses: neither will we say any more 
to the work of our hands, Ye are our gods: for in 
thee the fatherless findeth mercy. 

4. § I will heal their backsliding, I will love 
them freely: for mine anger is turned away 
from him. 

5. I will be as the dew unto Israel: he shall 
oie as the lily, and cast forth his roots as 

ebanon. 

6. His branches shall spread, and his beauty 
shall be as the olive tree, and his smell as 
Lebanon. 


7. ‘They that dwell under his shadow shall 
return; they shall revive as the corn, and grow 
as the vine: the scent thereof shall be as the 
wine of Lebanon. 

8. Ephraim shall say, What have I to do any 
more with idols? Ihave heard him, and observed 
him: I am like a green fir tree. From me is thy 
fruit found. 

9. Who is wise, and he shall understand 
these things? prudent, and he shall know them? 
for the ways of the Lorp are right, and the 
just shall walk in them: but the transgressors 
shall fall therein. 
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HE word of the Lorp that came 
{| to Joel the son of Pethuel. 

2. Hear this, ye old men, and 
| | give ear, all ye inhabitants of the 
yj land. Hath this been in your 
Nets) ‘Aww| days, or even in the days of 
pieieieireieig| your fathers? 

3. ‘Tell ye your children of it, and let your 
children fell their children, and their children 
another generation. 

4. That which the palmerworm hath left 
hath the locust eaten; and that which the 
locust hath left hath the cankerworm eaten; 
and that which the cankerworm hath left hath 
the caterpillar eaten. 

5. Awake, ye drunkards, and weep; and howl, 
all ye drinkers of wine, because of the new wine; 
for it is cut off from your mouth. 

6. For a nation is come up upon my land, 
strong, and without number, whose teeth are the 
teeth of a lion, and he hath the cheek teeth of a 
great lion. 

7. He hath laid my vine waste, and barked 
my fig tree: he hath made it clean bare, and cast 
it away; the branches thereof are made white. 

8. § Lament like a virgin girded with sack- 
cloth for the husband of her youth. 

9. ‘The meat offering and the drink offering is 
cut off from the house of the Lorn; the priests, 
the Lorp’s ministers, mourn. 

10. The field is wasted, the land mourneth; 











for the corn is wasted: the new wine is dried up, 
the oil languisheth. 

11. Be ye ashamed, O ye husbandmen; howl, 
O ye vinedressers, for the wheat and for the 
barley; because the harvest of the field is 
perished. 

12. ‘The vine is dried up, and the fig tree 
languisheth; the pomegranate tree, the palm 
tree also, and the apple tree, even all the trees of 
the field, are withered: because joy is withered 
away from the sons of men. 

13. Gird yourselves, and lament, ye priests: 
howl, ye ministers of the altar: come, lie all night 
in sackcloth, ye ministers of my God: for the 
meat offering and the drink offering is withholden 
from the house of your God. 

14. §/ Sanctify ye a fast, call a solemn assem- 
bly, gather the elders and all the inhabitants of 
the land znto the house of the Lorp your God, 
and cry unto the Lorn, 

15. Alas for the day! for the day of the Lorp 
is at hand, and as a destruction from the 
Almighty shall it come. 

16. Is not the meat cut off before our eyes, 
yea, joy and gladness from the house of our God? 

17. ‘The seed is rotten under their clods, the 
garners are laid desolate, the barns are broken 
down; for the corn is withered. 

18. How do the beasts groan! the herds of 
cattle are perplexed, because they have no pas- 
ture; yea, the flocks of sheep are made desolate. 
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19. O Lorp, to thee will I cry: for the fire 
hath devoured the pastures of the wilderness, and 
the flame hath burned all the trees of the field. 

20. The beasts of the field cry also unto thee: 
for the rivers of waters are dried up, and the fire 
hath devoured the pastures of the wilderness. 


CHAPTER II 





aj|LOW ye the trumpet in Zion, and 
[i}sound an alarm in my holy 
|| mountain: let all the inhabitants 
of the land tremble: for the day 
of the Lorp cometh, for 2 rs 
nigh at hand; 

2. A day of darkness and of 
gloominess, a day of clouds and of thick darkness, 
as the morning spread upon the mountains: a 
great people and a strong; there hath not been 
ever the like, neither shall be any more after it, 
even to the years of many generations. 

3. <A fire devoureth before them; and behind 
them a flame burneth: the land is as the gar- 
den of Eden before them, and behind them 
a desolate wilderness; yea, and nothing shall 
escape them. 

4. ‘The appearance of them is as the appear- 
ance of horses; and as horsemen, so shall they run. 

5. Like the noise of chariots on the tops of 
mountains shall they leap, like the noise of a 
flame of fire that devoureth the stubble, as a 
strong people set in battle array. 

6. Before their face the people shall be much 
pained: all faces shall gather blackness. 

7. They shall run like mighty men; they shall 
climb the wall like men of war; and they shall 
march every one on his ways, and they shall not 
break their ranks: 

8. Neither shall one thrust another; they shall 
walk every one in his path: and when they fall 
upon the sword, they shall not be wounded. 

9. ‘They shall run to and fro in the city; they 
shall run upon the wall, they shall climb up upon 
the houses; they shall enter in at the windows 
like @ thief. 

10. The earth shall quake before them; the 
heavens shall tremble: the sun and the moon shall 
be dark, and the stars shall withdraw their 
shining: 

11. And the Lorp shall utter his voice before 
his army: for his camp 2s very great: for he is 
strong that executeth his word: for the day of the 
Lorp wis great and very terrible; and who can 
abide it? 

12. § Therefore also now, saith the Lorn, turn 
ye even to me with all your heart, and with fasting, 
and with weeping, and with mourning: 




















13. And rend your heart, and not your gar- 
ments, and turn unto the Lorp your God: for he 
ts gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and of 
great kindness, and repenteth him of the evil. 

14. Who knoweth 7 he will return and repent, 
and leave a blessing behind him; even a meat 
offering and a drink offering unto the Lorp 
your God? 

15. § Blow the trumpet in Zion, sanctify a 
fast, call a solemn assembly: 

16. Gather the people, sanctify the congre- 
gation, assemble the elders, gather the children, 
and those that suck the breasts: let the bride- 
groom go forth of his chamber, and the bride out 
of her closet. 

17. Let the priests, the ministers of the Lorp, 
weep between the porch and the altar, and let 
them say, Spare thy people, O Lorn, and give 
not thine heritage to reproach, that the heathen 
should rule over them: wherefore should they say 
among the people, Where ts their God? 

18. § Then will the Lorp be jealous for his 
land, and pity his people. 

19. Yea, the Lorp will answer and say unto 
his people, Behold, I will send you corn, and wine, 
and oil, and ye shall be satisfied therewith: and I 
will no more make you a reproach among the 
heathen: 

20. But I will remove far off from you the 
northern army, and will drive him into a land 
barren and desolate, with his face toward the 
east sea, and his hinder part toward the utmost 
sea, and his stink shall come up, and his ill 
savour shall come up, because he hath done 
great things. 

21. § Fear not, O land; be glad and rejoice: 
for the Lorp will do great things. 

22. Be not afraid, ye beasts of the field: for 
the pastures of the wilderness do spring, for the 
tree beareth her fruit, the fig tree and the vine 
do yield their strength. 

23. Be glad then, ye children of Zion, and 
rejoice in the Lorp your God: for he hath given 
you the former rain moderately, and he will 
cause to come down for you the rain, the former 
rain, and the latter rain in the first month. 

24. And the floors shall be full of wheat, and 
the fats shall overflow with wine and oil. 

25. .And I will restore to you the years that 
the locust hath eaten, the cankerworm, and the 
caterpillar, and the palmerworm, my great army 
which I sent among you. 

26. And ye shall eat in plenty, and be satis- 
fied, and praise the name of the Lorp your God, 
that hath dealt wondrously with you: and my 
people shall never be ashamed. 

27. And ye shall know that I am in the midst 
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of Israel, and that I am the Lorp your God, 
and none else: and my people shall never be 
ashamed. 

28. § And it shall come to pass afterward, 
that 1 will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh; and 
your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
your old men shall dream dreams, your young 
men shall see visions: 

29. And also upon the servants and upon 
the handmaids in those days will I pour out 
my Spirit. 

30. And I will shew wonders in the heavens 
and in the earth, blood, and fire, and pillars of 
smoke. 

31. The sun shall be turned into darkness, 
and the moon into blood, before the great and the 
terrible day of the Lorp come. 

32. And it shall come to pass, that whosoever 
shall call on the name of the Lorp shall be 
delivered: for in mount Zion and in Jerusalem 
shall be deliverance, as the Lorp hath said, 
and in the remnant whom the Lorp shall call. 


CHAPTER III 





JOR, behold, in those days, and in 
that time, when I shall bring 
again the captivity of Judah and 
Jerusalem, 

2. I will also gather all na- 
tions, and will bring them down 
sseeeeead into the valley of Jehoshaphat, 
and will plead with them there for my people and 
jor my heritage Israel, whom they have scattered 
among the nations, and parted my land. 

3. And they have cast lots for my people; 
and have given a boy for a harlot, and sold a girl 
for wine, that they might drink. 

4. Yea, and what have ye to do with me, O 
Tyre, and Zidon, and all the coasts of Palestine? 
will ye render me a recompense? and if ye recom- 
pense me, swiftly and speedily will I return your 
recompense upon your own head; 

5. Because ye have taken my silver and my 
gold, and have carried into your temples 
my goodly pleasant things: 

The children also of Judah and the 
children of Jerusalem have ye sold unto 
the Grecians, that ye might remove them far 
from their border. 

7. Behold, I will raise them out of the place 
whither ye have sold them, and will return your 
recompense upon your own head: 

8. And I will sell your sons and your daugh- 
ters into the hand of the children of Judah, and 
they shall sell them to the Sabeans, to a people 
far off: for the Lorp hath spoken 7. 

(11-46) 
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9. § Proclaim ye this among the Gentiles; 
Prepare war, wake up the mighty men, let all 
the men of war draw near; let them come up: 
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10. Beat your ploughshares into swords, and 
your pruninghooks into spears: let the weak say, 
I am strong. 

11. Assemble yourselves, and come, all ye 
heathen, and gather yourselves together round 
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about: thither cause thy mighty ones to come 
down, O Lorp. 

12. Let the heathen be wakened, and come 
up to the valley of Jehoshaphat: for there will I 
sit to judge all the heathen round about. 

13. Put ye in the sickle, for the harvest is 
ripe: come, get you down; for the press is full, 
the fats overflow; for their wickedness 7s great. 

14. Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of 
decision: for the day of the Lorp 2s near in the 
valley of decision. 

15. The son and the moon shall be darkened, 
and the stars shall withdraw their shining. 

16. The Lorp also shall roar out of Zion, 
and utter his voice from Jerusalem; and the 
heavens and the earth shall shake: but the Lorp 
will be the hope of his people, and the strength 
of the children of Israel. 


17. So shall ye know that I am the Lorp 
your God dwelling in Zion, my holy mountain: 
then shall Jerusalem be holy, and there shall no 
strangers pass through her any more. 

18. § And it shall come to pass in that day, 
that the mountains shall drop down new wine, 
and the hills shall flow with milk, and all the 
rivers of Judah shall flow with waters, and a 
fountain shall come forth of the house of the Lorp, 
and shall water the valley of Shittim. 

19. Egypt shall be a desolation, and Edom 
shall be a desolate wilderness, for the violence 
against the children of Judah, because they have 
shed innocent blood in their land. 

20. But Judah shall dwell for ever, and Jeru- 
salem from generation to generation. 

21. For I will cleanse their blood that I have 
not cleansed: for the Lorp dwelleth in Zion. 
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CHAPTER I 


JHE words of Amos, who was 
ROM} among the herdmen of Tekoa, 
“| which he saw concerning Israel 
Soe in the days of Uzziah king 
wm! OL Judah, and in the days of 
Vo¥| Jeroboam the son of Joash 
ae king of Israel, two years 

before the erent kes 

2. And he said, The Lorp will roar from 
Zion, and utter his voice from Jerusalem; and 
the habitations of the shepherds shall mourn, 
and the top of Carmel shall wither. 

3. Thus saith the Lorp; For three trans- 
gressions of Damascus, and for four, I will not 
turn away the punishment thereof; because 
they have threshed Gilead with threshing 
instruments of iron: 

4. But I will send a fire into the house of 
Hazael, which shall devour the palaces of 
Ben-hadad. 

5. I will break also the bar of Damascus, 
and cut off the inhabitant from the plain of Aven, 
and him that holdeth the sceptre from the house 
of Eden: and the people of Syria shall go into 
captivity unto Kir, saith the Lorp. 

















6. § Thus saith the Lorp; For three trans- 
gressions of Gaza, and for four, I will not turn 
away the punishment thereof; because they car- 
ried away captive the whole captivity, to deliver 
them up to Edom: 

7. But I will send a fire on the wall of Gaza, 
which shall devour the palaces thereof: 

8. And I will cut off the inhabitant from 
Ashdod, and him that holdeth the sceptre from 
Ashkelon, and I will turn mine hand against 
Ekron: and the remnant of the Philistines shall 
perish, saith the Lord Gop. 

9. § Thus saith the Lorp; For three trans- 
gressions of ‘T'yrus, and for four, I will not turn 
away the punishment thereof; because they 
delivered up the whole captivity to Edom, and 
remembered not the brotherly covenant: 

10. But I will send a fire on the wall of Tyrus, 
which shall devour the palaces thereof. 

11. § Thus saith the Lorn; For three trans- 
gressions of Edom, and for four, I will not turn 
away the punishment thereof; because he did 
pursue his brother with the sword, and did cast 
off all pity, and his anger did tear perpetually, 
and he kept his wrath for ever: 
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12. But I will send a fire upon Teman, 
which shall devour the palaces of Bozrah. 

13. § Thus saith the Lorn; For three trans- 
gressions of the children of Ammon, and for 
four, I will not turn away the punishment thereof; 
because they have ripped up the women with 
child, of Gilead, that they might enlarge their 
border: 

14. But I will kindle a fire in the wall of 
Rabbah, and it shall devour the palaces thereof, 
with shouting in the day of battle, with a tem- 
pest in the day of the whirlwind: 

15. And their king shall go into captivity, 
he and his princes together, saith the Lorp. 


* * * * * * * 
CHAPTER V 


AR ye this word which I take 
up against you, even a lamenta- 
tion, O house of Israel. 

2. The virgin of Israel is 

fallen; she shall no more rise: she 
Dy is forsaken upon her land; there 
ans ds none to raise her up. 

3. For thus saith the Lord Gop; The city that 
went out by a thousand shall leave a hundred, and 
that which went forth by a hundred shall leave 
ten, to the house of Israel. 

4. § For thus saith the Lorp unto the house 
of Israel, Seek ye me, and _ye shall live: 

5. But seek not Beth-el, nor enter into Gilgal, 
and pass not to Beer-sheba: for Gilgal shall 
surely go into captivity, and Beth-el shall come 
to nought. 

6. Seek the Lorp, and ye shall live; lest he 
break out like fire in the house of Joseph, and 
devour it, and there be none to quench zz in 
Beth-el. 

7. Ye who turn judgment to wormwood, and 
leave off righteousness in the earth, 

8. Seek him that maketh the seven stars and 
Orion, and turneth the shadow of death into the 
morning, and maketh the day dark with night: 
that calleth for the waters of the sea, and poureth 
them out upon the face of the earth: The Lorp 
is his name: 

9. That strengtheneth the spoiled against the 
strong, so that the spoiled shall come against 
the fortress. 

10. They hate him that rebuketh in the gate, 
and they abhor him that speaketh uprightly. 

11. Forasmuch therefore as your treading 
is upon the poor, and ye take from him bur- 
dens of wheat: ye have built houses of hewn 
stone, but ye shall not dwell in them; ye have 
(I1-46*) 






planted pleasant vineyards, but ye shall not 
drink wine of them. 
12. For I know your manifold transgressions 
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and your mighty sins: they afflict the just, they 
take a bribe, and they turn aside the poor in the 
gate from their right. 
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13. Therefore the prudent shall keep silence 
in that time; for it 7s an evil time. 

14. Seek good, and not evil, that ye may live; 
and so the Lorp, the God of hosts, shall be with 
you, as ye have spoken. 

15. Hate the evil, and love the good, and 
establish judgment in the gate: it may be that the 
Lorp God of hosts will be gracious unto the 
remnant of Joseph. 

16. Therefore the Lorp, the God of hosts, 
the Lord, saith thus; Wailing shall be in all streets; 
and they shall say in all the highways, Alas! alas! 
and they shall call the husbandman to mourning, 
and such as are skilful of lamentation to wailing. 

17. And in all vineyards shall be wailing: for I 
will pass through thee, saith the Lorn. 

18. Woe unto you that desire the day of the 
Lorp! to what end is it for you? the day of 
the Lorp is darkness, and not light. 

19. As if a man did flee from a lion, and a 
bear met him; or went into the house, and leaned 
his hand on the wall, and a serpent bit him. 

20. Shall not the day of the Lorp be darkness, 
and not light? even very dark, and no brightness 
in it? 

21. § I hate, I despise your feast days, and I 
will not smell in your solemn assemblies. 

22. Though ye offer me burnt offerings and 
your meat offerings, I will not accept them; 
neither will I regard the peace offerings of your 
fat beasts.- 

23. Take thou away from me the noise of thy 
songs; for I will not hear the melody of thy viols. 

24. But let judgment run down as waters, and 
righteousness as a mighty stream. 

25. Have ye offered unto me sacrifices and 
offerings in the wilderness forty years, O house of 
Israel? 

26. But ye have borne the tabernacle of your 
Moloch and Chiun your images, the star of your 
god, which ye made to yourselves. 

27. ‘Therefore will I cause you to go into cap- 
tivity beyond Damascus, saith the Lorp, whose 
name ts ‘The God of hosts. 


>. 


‘ CHAPTER VI 


1. Woe to them that are at ease in Zion, 
and trust in the mountain of Samaria, which 
are named chief of the nations, to whom the 
house of Israel came! 


2. Pass ye unto Calneh, and see; and from 
thence go ye to Hamath the great: then go 
down to Gath of the Philistines: be they better 
than these kingdoms? or their border greater 
than your border? 

3. Ye that put far away the evil day, and 
cause the seat of violence to come near; 

4. ‘That lie upon beds of ivory, and stretch 
themselves upon their couches, and eat the lambs 
out of the flock, and the calves out of the midst 
of the stall; 

5. That chant to the sound of the viol, and 
invent to themselves instruments of music, like 
David; 

6. That drink wine in bowls, and anoint them- 
selves with the chief ointments: but they are not 
grieved for the affliction of Joseph. 

7. § Therefore now shall they go captive 
with the first that go captive, and the banquet 
of them that stretched themselves shall be 
removed. 

8. ‘The Lord Gop hath sworn by himself, 
saith the Lorp the God of hosts, I abhor the 
excellency of Jacob, and hate his palaces: there- 
fore will I deliver up the city with all that is 
therein. 

9. And it shall come to pass, if there remain 
ten men in one house, that they shall die. 

10. And a man’s uncle shall take him up, and 
he that burneth him, to bring out the bones out 
of the house, and shall say unto him that 7s by 
the sides of the house, Is there yet any with thee? 
and he shall say, No. ‘Then shall he say, Hold 
thy tongue: for we may not make mention of the 
name of the Lorp. 

11. For, behold, the Lorp commandeth, and 
he will smite the great house with breaches, and 
the little house with clefts. 

12. § Shall horses run upon the rock? will one 
plough there with oxen? for ye have turned judg- 
ment into gall, and the fruit of righteousness into 
hemlock: 

13. Ye which rejoice in a thing of nought, 
which say, Have we not taken to us horns by our 
own strength? 

14. But, behold, I will raise up against you a 
nation, O house of Israel, saith the Lorp the God 
of hosts; and they shall afflict you from the 
entering in of Hamath unto the river of the 
wilderness. 

* * * * * * * 
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wJHE vision of Obadiah. Thus 
mW} saith the Lord Gop concerning 
Sere) Edom; We have heard a rumour 
~ Ny|| from the Lorp, and an am- 
eM), bassador is sent among the 
heathen, Arise ye, and let us rise 
up against her in battle. 

2. Behold, I have made thee small among the 
heathen: thou art greatly despised. 

3. § The pride of thine heart hath deceived 
thee, thou that dwellest in the clefts of the 
rock, whose habitation is high; that saith 
in his heart, Who shall bring me down to 
the ground? 

4. Though thou exalt thyself as the eagle, 
and though thou set thy nest among the 
stars, thence will I bring thee down, saith 
the Lorp. 

5. If thieves came to thee, if robbers by 
night, (how art thou cut off!) would they 
not have stolen till they had enough? if the 
grapegatherers came to thee, would they not 
leave some grapes? 

6. How are the things of Esau searched out! 
how are his hidden things sought up! 

7. All the men of thy confederacy have 
brought thee even to the border: the men that 
were at peace with thee have deceived thee, and 
prevailed against thee; they that eat thy bread 

ave laid a wound under thee: there is none 
understanding in him. 

8. Shall I not in that day, saith the 
Lorp, even destroy the wise men out of 
Edom, and understanding out of the mount 
of Esau? 

9. And thy mighty men, O 'Teman, shall 
be dismayed, to the end that every one of 
the mount of Esau may be cut off by 
slaughter. 

10. §| For thy violence against thy brother 
Jacob shame shall cover thee, and thou shalt be 
cut off for ever. 

11. In the day that thou stoodest on the 
other side, in the day that the strangers carried 
away captive his forces, and foreigners entered 
into his gates, and cast lots upon Jerusalem, even 
thou wast as one of them. 

12. But thou shouldest not have looked 
on the day of thy brother in the day that 
he became a stranger; neither shouldest thou 
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have rejoiced over the children of Judah 
in the day of their destruction; neither 
shouldest thou have spoken proudly in the 
day of distress. 

13. /Thou shouldest not have entered into the 
gate of my people in the day of their calamity; 
yea, thou shouldest not have looked on_ their 
affliction in the day of their calamity, nor have 
laid hands on their substance in the day of their 
calamity ; 

14. Neither shouldest thou have stood in 
the crossway, to cut off those of his that did 
escape; neither shouldest thou have delivered 
up those of his that did remain in the day 
of distress. 

15. For the day of the Lorp 2s near upon all 
the heathen: as thou hast done, it shall be done 
unto thee: thy reward shall return upon thine 
own head. 

16. For as ye have drunk upon my holy 
mountain, so shall all the heathen drink con- 
tinually; yea, they shall drink, and they shall 
swallow down, and they shall be as though they 
had not been. 


17. § But upon mount Zion shall be 
deliverance, and there shall be holiness; 
and the house of Jacob shall possess their 
possessions. 

18. And the house of Jacob shall be a fire, and 
the house of Joseph a flame, and the house of 
Esau for stubble, and they shall kindle in them, 
and devour them; and there shall not be any 
remaining of the house of Esau; for the Lorp 
hath spoken 7t. 

19. And they of the south shall possess 
the mount of Esau; and they of the 
plain, the Philistines: and they shall pos- 
sess the fields of Ephraim, and the fields 
of Samaria: and Benjamin shall possess 
Gilead. 

20. And the captivity of this host of the 
children of Israel shall possess that of the Canaan- 
ites, even unto Zarephath; and the captivity of 
Jerusalem, which 7s in Sepharad, shall possess the 
cities of the south. 

21. And saviours shall come up on mount 
Zion to judge the mount of Esau; and the 
kingdom shall be the Lorp’s. 
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CHAPTER I 











OW the word of the Lorp came 
7; unto Jonah the son of Amittai, 
:|| saying, 

2. Arise, go to Nineveh, that 
great city, and cry against it; for 
their wickedness is come up 
| a i iia al before me. 

3. But Jonah rose up to flee unto Tarshish 
from the presence of the Lorp, and went down 
to Joppa; and he found a ship going to Tarshish: 




































so he paid the fare thereof, and went down into it, 


to go with them unto Tarshish from the presence 
of the Lorp. 

4. § But the Lorp sent out a great wind 
into the sea, and there was a mighty tempest 
in the sea, so that the ship was like to be 


broken. 


5. Then the mariners were afraid, and 
cried every man unto his god, and cast forth 
the wares that were in the ship into the sea, 
to lighten a of them. But Jonah was gone 
down into the sides of the ship; and he lay, 
and was fast asleep. 

6. So the shipmaster came to him, and said 
unto him, What meanest thou, O sleeper? arise, 
call upon thy God, if so be that God will think 
upon us, that we perish not. 

7. And they said every one to his fellow, 
Come, and let us cast lots, that we may know for 
whose cause this evil 7s upon us. So they cast 
lots, and the lot fell upon Jonah. 

8. Then said they unto him, Tell us, we 
pray thee, for whose cause this evil is upon us; 
What is thine occupation? and whence comest 
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thou? what zs thy country? and of what people 
art thou? 

9. And he said unto them, I am a Hebrew; 
and I fear the Lorp, the God of heaven, which 
hath made the sea and the dry land. 

10. ‘Then were the men exceedingly afraid, 
and said unto him, Why hast thou done 
this? For the men knew that he fled from 
the presence of the Lorp, because he had 
told them. 

11. § Then said they unto him, What 
shall we do unto thee, that the sea may be 
calm unto us? for the sea wrought, and was 
tempestuous. 

12. And he said unto them, Take me up, and 
cast me forth into the sea; so shall the sea be calm 
unto you: for I know that for my sake this great 
tempest 7s upon you. 

13. Nevertheless the men rowed hard to 
bring it to the land; but they could not: for 
the sea wrought, and was tempestuous against 
them. 

14. Wherefore they cried unto the Lorp, 
and said, We beseech thee, O lLorp, we 
beseech thee, let us not perish for this man’s 
life, and lay not upon us innocent blood: 
for thou, O Lorp, hast done as it pleased 
thee. 

15. So they took up Jonah, and cast him 
forth into the sea: and the sea ceased from her 
raging. 

16. Then the men feared the Lorp exceed- 
ingly, and offered a sacrifice unto the Lorn, and 
made vows. 

17. § Now the Lorp had prepared a great 
fish to swallow up Jonah. And Jonah 


was in the belly of the fish three days and 
three nights. 


CHAPTER II 


{ane me aha HEN Jonah pee unto the 


out of the fish’s 


2. And said, I cried by rea- 
| son of mine affliction unto the 
|| Lorp, and he heard me; out 

ete of the belly of hell cried I, 
and thou heardest my voice. 

3. For thou hadst cast me into the deep, in 
the midst of the seas; and the floods compassed 
me about: all thy billows and thy waves passed 
over me. 

4. Then I said, I am cast out of thy sight; yet 
I will look again toward thy holy temple. 

5. The waters compassed me about, even 
to the soul: the depth closed me _ round 





about, 
head. 

6. I went down to the bottoms of the 
mountains; the earth with her bars was 
about me for ever: yet hast thou brought 
up my life from corruption, O Lorp my 
God. 

7. When my soul fainted within me I remem- 
bered the Lorp: and my prayer came in unto 
thee, into thine holy temple. 

8. They that observe lying vanities forsake 
their own mercy. 

9. But I will sacrifice unto thee with the 


the weeds were wrapped about my 


voice of thanksgiving; I will pay _ that 
that I have vowed. Salvation ts of the 
Lorp. 


10. | And the Lorn spake unto the fish, and 
it vomited out Jonah upon the dry land. 


CHAPTER III 


otetitet|ND the word of the Lorp came 
unto Jonah the second time, 
saying, 

| 2. Arise, go unto Nineveh, 
that great city, and _ preach 
| unto it the preaching that I 
Litt tis) bid thee. 

3. So Jonah arose, and went unto Nineveh, 
according to the word of the Lorp. Now 
Nineveh was an exceeding great city of three 
days’ journey. 

4. And Jonah began to enter into the 
city a day’s journey, and he cried, and 
said, Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be 
overthrown. _ 

5. § So the people of Nineveh believed 
God, and proclaimed a fast, and put on sack- 
cloth, from the greatest of them even to the 
least of them. 

6. For word came unto the king of Nineveh, 
and he arose from his throne, and he laid his 
robe from him, and covered him with sackcloth, 
and sat in ashes. 

7. And he caused it to be proclaimed and 
er agi through Nineveh by the decree of the 

ing and his nobles, saying, Let neither man nor 
beast, herd nor flock, taste any thing: let them 
not feed, nor drink water: 

8. But let man and beast be covered 





- with sackcloth, and cry mightily unto God: 


yea, let them turn every one from his evil 
way, and from the violence that ts in their 
hands. 

9. Who can tell 77 God will turn and repent, 
and turn away from his fierce anger, that we 
perish not? 
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J. James Tissot. 
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‘And the Lord spake unto the fish, and it ” 


_ vomited out Jonah upon the dry land.” 


10. § And God saw their works, that they 
turned from their evil way; and God repented 


of the evil, that he had said that he would 
do unio them; and he did 7z not. 


CHAPTER IV 


JUT it displeased Jonah exceed- 
“|| ingly, and he was very angry. 

2. And he prayed unto the 
Lorp, and said, I pray thee, O 
Lorp, was not this my saying, 
when I was yet in my country? 
| Therefore I fled before unto 
‘Tarshish: for I knew that thou art a gracious 
God, and merciful, slow to anger, and of great 
kindness, and repentest thee of the evil. 

3. Therefore now, O Lorp, take, I beseech 
thee, my life from me; for 7 zs better for me to 
die than to live. 

4. § Then said the Lorp, Doest thou well to 
be angry? 

5. So Jonah went out of the city, and 
sat on the east side of the city, and there 
made him a booth, and sat under it in the 
shadow, till he might see what would become 
of the city. 

6. And the Lorp God prepared a gourd, and 
made zt to come up over Jonah, that it might be a 
shadow over his head, to deliver him from his 
grief. So Jonah was exceeding glad of the 
gourd. 

7. But God prepared a worm when the morn- 
ing rose ihe next day, and it smote the gourd that 
it withered. 

8. And it came to pass, when the sun 
did arise, that God prepared a vehement 
east wind; and the sun beat upon the head 
of Jonah, that he fainted, and wished in 
himself to die, and said, Jt 7s better for me to 
die than to live. 

9. And God said to Jonah, Doest thou well to 
be angry for the gourd? And he said, I do well 
to be angry, even unto death. 

10. ‘Then said the Lorn, Thou hast had pity 
on the gourd, for the which thou hast not laboured, 
neither madest it grow; which came up in a night, 
and perished in a night: 

11. And should not I spare Nineveh, that 
great city, wherein are more than sixscore 
thousand persons that cannot discern between 
their right hand and their left hand; and also 
much cattle? 
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CHAPTER I 


HE word of the Lorp that came 

WW to Micah the Morasthite in the 
| days of Jotham, Ahaz, and Heze- 
kiah, kings of Judah, which he 
saw concerning Samaria and 
Jerusalem. 
NINN) 62. «Hear, all ye _ people; 
hearken, O earth, and all that therein is: and 
let the Lord Gop be witness against you, the 
Lord from his holy temple. 

3. For, behold, the Lorp cometh forth out of 
his place, and will come down, and tread upon 
the high places of the earth. 

4. And the mountains shall be molten under 
him, and the valleys shall be cleft, as wax before 
the fire, and as the waters that are poured down 
a steep place. 

5. For the transgression of Jacob is all this, 
and for the sins of the house of Israel. What 
is the transgression of Jacob? ts zt not Samaria? 
and what are the high places of Judah? are they 
not Jerusalem? 

6. Therefore I will make Samaria as a 
heap of the field, and as plantings of a vine- 

ard: and I will pour down the stones thereof 
into the valley, and I will discover the founda- 
tions thereof. 

7. And all the graven images thereof shall be 
beaten to pieces, and all the hires thereof shall be 
burned with the fire, and all the idols thereof will 
I lay desolate: for she gathered 7 of the hire of a 
harlot, and they shall return to the hire of 
a harlot. 

8. Therefore I will wail and howl, I will go 
stripped and naked: I will make a wailing like the 
dragons, and mourning as the owls. 

9. For her wound zs incurable; for it is come 
unto Judah; he is come unto the gate of my 
people, even to Jerusalem. 

10. § Declare ye zt not at Gath, weep ye not 
at all: in the house of Aphrah roll thyself in 
the dust. 

11. Pass ye away, thou inhabitant of Saphir, 
having thy shame naked: the inhabitant of Zaa- 
nan came not forthin the mourning of Beth-ezel; 
he shall receive of you his standing. 

12. For the inhabitant of Maroth waited 

(I-47) 














carefully for good: but evil came down from the 
Lorp unto the gate of Jerusalem. 


* * * * * * * 


CHAPTER IV 







™m/U'T in the last days it shall come 
fore? faoa| house of the Lorp shall be estab- 
HIN \\ lished in the aa of the moun- 
((\ }}}}| above the hills; and people shall 

2. And many nations shali come, and say, 
Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the 
he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in 
his paths: for the law shall go forth of Zion, and 

3. 4 And he shall judge among many people, 
and rebuke strong nations afar off; and they 
their spears into pruninghooks: nation shall not 
lift up a sword against nation, neither shall they 

4. But they shall sit every man under his 
vine and under his fig tree; and none shall make 
hath spoken 7. 

5. For all people will walk every one in the 
the Lorp our God for ever and ever. 

6. In that day, saith the Lorp, will I assemble 
driven out, and her that I have afflicted; 

7. And I will make her that halted a remnant, 
the Lorp shall reign over them in mount Zion 
from henceforth, even for ever. 
hold of the daughter of Zion, unto thee shall it 
come, even the first dominion; the kingdom shall 

9. Now why dost thou cry out aloud? is there 
no king in thee? is thy counsellor perished? for 


to pass, that the mountain of the 
| tains, and it shall be exalted 
CAT} flow unto it. 
Lorp, and to the house of the God of Jacob; and 
the word of the Lorp from Jerusalem. 
shall beat their swords into ploughshares, and 
learn war any more. 
them afraid: for the mouth of the Lorp of hosts 
name of his god, and we will walk in the name of 
her that halteth, and I will gather her that is 
and her that was cast far off a strong nation: and 
8. § And thou, O tower of the flock, the strong 
come to the daughter of Jerusalem. 
pangs have taken thee as a woman in travail. 
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10. Be in pain, and labour to bring forth, O 
daughter of Zion, like a woman in travail: for 
now shalt thou go forth out of the city, and thou 
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“But in the last days it shall come to pass, that the 
mountain of the house of the Lorp shall be estab- 
lished in the top of the mountains, and it shall be 
exalted above the hills; and people shall flow unto it.” 


J. James Tissot. 


shalt dwell in the field, and thou shalt go even to 
Babylon; there shalt thou be delivered; there the 
Lorp shall redeem thee from the hand of thine 
enemies. 


11. § Now also many nations are gathered 
against thee, that say, Let her be defiled, and let 
our eye look upon Zion. 

12. But they know not the thoughts of 
the Lorp, neither understand they his counsel: 
for he shall gather them as the sheaves into 
the floor. 

13. Arise and thresh, O daughter of Zion; for 
I will make thine horn iron, and I will make thy 
hoofs brass: and thou shalt beat in pieces many 
people: and I will consecrate their gain unto the 
Lorp, and their substance unto the Lord of 
the whole earth. 





** ** ** ** ** * ** 
CHAPTER VI 
UNUUNUV UNION, EAR ye now what the Lorp 
| TTI ’ 








saith; Arise, contend thou _ be- 


\ \ hills hear thy voice. 


OPV 
( \ || 2. Hear ye,O mountains, the 

(\) || Lorp’s controversy, and ye 

CANN strong foundations of the earth: 
for the Lorp hath a controversy with his people, 
and he will plead with Israel. 

3. O my people, what have I done unto 
thee? and wherein have I wearied thee? testify 
against me. 

4. For I brought thee up out of the land of 
Egypt, and redeemed thee out of the house of 
servants; and I sent before thee Moses, Aaron, 
and Miriam. 

5. O my people, remember now what Balak 
king of Moab consulted, and what Balaam the 
son of Beor answered him fron Shittim unto 
Gilgal; that ye may know the righteousness of 
the Lorp. 

6. § Wherewith shall I come before the Lorp, 
and bow myself before the high God? shall I come 
before him with burnt offerings, with calves of a 
year old? 

7. Will the Lorp be pleased with thousands 
of rams, or with ten thousands of rivers of oil? 
shall I give my firstborn jor my transgression, the 
fruit of my body jor the sin of my soul? 

8. He hath shewed thee, O man, what ts good; 
and what doth the Lorp require of thee, but to do 
justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly 
with thy God? 

9. ‘The Lorn’s voice crieth unto the city, and 
the man of wisdom shall see thy name: hear ye the 
rod, and who hath appointed it. 

10. | Are there yet the treasures of wicked- 
ness in the house of the wicked, and the scant 
measure that 1s abominable? 
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11. Shall I count them pure with the wicked 
balances, and with the bag of deceitful weights? 

12. For the rich men thereof are full of 
violence, and the inhabitants thereof have 
spoken lies, and their tongue is deceitful in 
their mouth. 

13. ‘Therefore also will I make thee sick in 
smiting thee, in making thee desolate because of 
thy sins. 

14. Thou shalt eat, but not be satisfied; 
and thy casting down hall be in the midst ar 
thee; and thou shalt take hold, but shalt not 


deliver; and that which thou deliverest will I 
give up to the sword. 

15. ‘Thou shalt sow, but thou shalt not reap; 
thou shalt tread the blives. but thou shalt not 
anoint thee with oil; and sweet wine, but shalt 
ae Pie wine. 

4] For the statutes of Omri are kept, and 
all ee works of the house of Ahab, and ye walk in 
their counsels; that I should make thee a desola- 
tion, and the inhabitants thereof a hissing: there- 
fore ye shall bear the reproach of my people. 


* *k * *k *k * * 
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CHAPTERS! 
HE burden of Nineveh. The 





SENS book of the vision of Nahum the 

x Elkoshite. 

ONY 2. God ts jealous, and the 

$8 || Lorp revengeth; the Lorp re- 

Rw) vengeth, and zs furious; the 

wes) LORD will take vengeance on his 

adversaries, and he reserveth wrath for his 
enemies. 

3. The Lorp vs slow to anger, and great in 
power, and will not at all acquit the wicked: the 
Lorp hath his way in the whirlwind and in the 
storm, and the clouds are the dust of his feet. 

4. He rebuketh the sea, and maketh it dry, 
and drieth up all the rivers: Bashan languish- 
eth, and Carmel, and the flower of Lebanon 
languisheth. 

5. The mountains quake at him, and the hills 
melt, and the earth is burned at his presence, yea, 
the world, and all that dwell therein. 

6. Who can stand before his indignation? and 
who can abide in the fierceness of his anger? his 
fury is poured out like fire, and the rocks are 
thrown down by him. 

7. The Lorn is good, a strong hold in the day 
of trouble; and he nee eth them that trust 
in him. 

8. But with an overrunning flood he will 
make an utter end of the place thereof, and 
darkness shall pursue his enemies. 

9. What do ye imagine against the Lorp? he 

(I1-47*) 


will make an utter end: affliction shall not rise up 
the second time. 

10. For while they be folden together as 
thorns, and while they are drunken as drunkards, 
they shall be devoured as stubble fully dry. 

11. There is one come out of thee, that 
imagineth evil against the Lorp, a wicked 
counsellor. 

12. Thus saith the Lorp; Though they be 
quiet, and likewise many, yet thus shall they be 
cut down, when he shall pass through. Though I 
have afflicted thee, I will afflict thee no more. 

13. For now will I break his yoke from off 
thee, and will burst thy bonds in sunder. 

14. And the Lorp hath given a command- 
ment concerning thee, that no more of thy name 
be sown: out of the house of thy gods will I cut 
off the graven image and the molten i image: I will 
make thy grave; for thou art vile. 

15. Behold upon the mountains the feet of 
him that Gringeth good tidings, that publisheth 
ee O Judah, keep thy solemn feasts, per- 
orm thy vows: for the wicked shall no more pass 
through thee; he is utterly cut off. 


CHAPTER II 


1. He that dasheth in pieces is come up before 
thy face: keep the munition, watch the way, 
make thy loins strong, fortify thy power mightily. 

2, For the Lorp hath turned aw ay the 
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excellency of Jacob, as the excellency of Israel: 
for the emptiers have emptied them out, and 
marred their vine branches. 

3. The shield of his mighty men is made red, 


ee | 
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“What do ye imagine against the Lorp? he will make an 


J. James Tissot, 


utter end: affliction shall not rise up the second time.” 


the valiant men are in scarlet: the chariots shall be 
with flaming torches in the day of his prepara- 
tion, and the fir trees shall be terribly shaken. 

4. ‘The chariots shall rage in the streets, they 
shall justle one against another in the broad ways: 





they shall seem like torches, they shall run like 
the lightnings. 

5. He shall recount his worthies: they shall 
stumble in their walk; they shall make haste to 
the wall thereof, and the defence shall be 
prepared. 

6. The gates of the rivers shall be opened, 
and the palace shall be dissolved. 

7. And Huzzab shall be led away captive, she 
shall be brought up, and her maids shall lead her 
as with the voice of doves, tabering upon their 
breasts. 

8. But Nineveh zs of old like a pool of water: 
yet they shall flee away. Stand, stand, shall 
they cry; but none shall look back. 

9. ‘Take ye the spoil of silver, take the spoil 
of gold: for there 1s none end of the store and glory 
out of all the pleasant furniture. 

10. She is empty, and void, and waste: and 
the heart melteth, and the knees smite together, 
and much pain 7s in all loins, and the faces of 
them all gather blackness. 

11. Where zs the dwelling of the lions, and 
the feeding place of the young lions, where the 
lion, even the old lion, walked, and the lion’s 
whelp, and none made them afraid? 

12. ‘The lion did tear in pieces enough for his 
whelps, and strangled for his lionesses, and filled 
his holes with prey, and his dens with ravin. 

13. Behold, I am against thee, saith the Lorp 
of hosts, and I will burn her chariots in the smoke, 
and the sword shall devour thy young lions: 
and I will cut off thy prey from the earth, and the 
voice of thy messengers shall no more be heard. 


CHAPTER III 





OE to the bloody city! it is 
all full of lies and robbery; the 
a | prey departeth not; 

2. ‘The noise of a_ whip, 
and the noise of the rattling 
of the wheels, and of the 

| prancing horses, and of the 
jumping chariots. 

The horseman lifteth up both the bright 
sword and the glittering spear: and there is a 
multitude of slain, and a great number of car- 
casses; and there 1s none end of their corpses; they 
stumble upon their corpses: 

4. Because of the multitude of the whore- 
doms of the well favoured harlot, the mistress 
of witchcrafts, that selleth nations through 
her whoredoms, and families through her 
witchcrafts. 

5. Behold, I am against thee, saith the Lorp 
of hosts; and I will discover thy skirts upon thy 
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face, and I will shew the nations thy nakedness, 
and the kingdoms thy shame. 

6. And I will cast abominable filth upon 
thee, and make thee vile, and will set thee as a 
gazing-stock. 

7. And it shall come to pass, that all they that 
look upon thee shall flee from thee, and say, 
Nineveh is laid waste: who will bemoan her? 
whence shall I seek comforters for thee? 

8. Art thou better than populous No, that 
was situate among the rivers, that had the waters 
round about it, whose rampart was the sea, and 
her wall was from the sea? 

9. Ethiopia and Egypt were her strength, 
and i was infinite; Put and Lubim were thy 
helpers. 

10. Yet was she carried away, she went into 
captivity: her young children also were dashed in 
eee at the top of all the streets: and they cast 
ots for her honourable men, and all her great men 
were bound in chains. 

11. Thou also shalt be drunken: thou shalt be 
hid, thou also shalt seek strength because of the 
enemy. 

12. All thy strong holds shall be like fig trees 
with the first ripe figs: if they be shaken, they 
shall even fall into the mouth of the eater. 


13. Behold, thy people in the midst of thee 
are women: the gates of thy land shall be set wide 
open unto thine enemies: the fire shall devour 
thy bars. 

14. Draw thee waters for the siege, fortify 
thy strong holds: go into clay, and tread the 
mortar, make strong the brickkiln. 

15. There shall the fire devour thee; the 
sword shall cut thee off, it shall eat thee up like 
the cankerworm: make thyself many as_ the 
cankerworm, make thyself many as the locusts. 

16. Thou hast multiplied thy merchants 
above the stars of heaven: the cankerworm 
spoileth, and fleeth away. 

17. Thy crowned are as the locusts, and thy 
captains as the great grasshoppers, which camp 
in the hedges in the cold day, but when the sun 
ariseth they flee away, and their place is not 
known where they are. 

18. Thy shepherds slumber, O king of Assyria: 
thy nobles shall dwell in the dust: thy people is 
scattered upon the mountains, and no man 
gathereth them. 

19. There is no healing of thy bruise; thy 
wound is grievous: all that hear the bruit of thee 
shall clap the hands over thee: for upon whom 
hath not thy wickedness passed continually? 
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CHAP LE Ral 
HE burden which Habakkuk the 






Wa prophet did see. 

=| 2 O Lorp, how long shall I 
Fld ery, and thou wilt not hear! even 
GY cry out unto thee of violence, 
| and thou wilt not save! 
weserress) 3. Why dost thou shew me 
iniquity, and cause me to behold grievance? for 
spoiling and violence are before me: and there are 
that raise up strife and contention. 

4. Therefore the law is slacked, and judgment 
doth never go forth: for the wicked doth compass 
about the righteous; therefore wrong judgment 
proceedeth. 

5. § Behold ye among the heathen, and 
regard, and wonder marvellously: for I will work 


a work in your days, which ye will not believe, 
though it be told you. 

6. For, lo, I raise up the Chaldeans, that bitter 
and hasty nation, which shall march through the 
breadth of the land, to possess the dwelling- 
places that are not theirs. 

7. They are terrible and dreadful: their 
judgment and their dignity shall proceed of 
themselves. 

8. Their horses also are swifter than the 
leopards, and are more fierce than the even- 
ing wolves: and their horsemen shall spread 
themselves, and their horsemen shall come 
from far; they shall fly as the eagle that hasteth 
to eat. 

9. They shall come all for violence: their faces 
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shall sup up as the east wind, and they shall 


gather the captivity as the sand. 
10. And they shall scoff at the kings, and the 
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princes shall be a scorn unto them: they shall 
deride every strong hold; for they shall heap dust, 
and take it. 





11. Then shall his mind change, and he shall 
pass over, and offend, wmputing this his power 
unto his god. . 

12. § Art thou not from everlasting, O Lorp 
my God, mine Holy One? We shall not die. O 
Lorp, thou hast ordained them for judgment; 
and, O mighty God, thou hast established them 
for correction. 

13. Thou art of purer eyes than to behold evil, 
and canst not look on iniquity: wherefore lookest 
thou upon them that deal treacherously, and 
holdest thy tongue when the wicked devoureth 
the man that is more righteous than he? 

14. And makest men as the fishes of the sea, 
as the creeping things, that have no ruler over 
them? 

15. They take up all of them with the angle, 
they catch them in their net, and gather them in 
their drag: therefore they rejoice and are glad. 

16. Therefore they sacrifice unto their net, 
and burn incense unto their drag; because 
by them their portion is fat, and their meat 
plenteous. 

17. Shall they therefore empty their net, and 
not spare continually to slay the nations? 


CHAPTER II 


4] WILL stand upon my watch, 
and set me upon the tower, and 
will watch to see what he will 
say unto me, and what [I shall 
answer when I am reproved. 
|| 2. And the Lorp answered 
a=} me, and said, Write the Vision, 
and make zt plain upon tables, that he may run 
that readeth it. 

3. For the vision is yet for an appointed time, 
but at the end it shall speak, and not lie: though 
it tarry, wait for it; because it will surely come, 
it will not tarry. 

4. Behold, his soul which is lifted up is 
not upright in him: but the just shall live by 
his faith. 

5. § Yea also, because he transgresseth by 
wine, he is a proud man, neither keepeth at home, 
who enlargeth his desire as hell, and 2s as death, 
and cannot be satisfied, but gathereth unto him 
all nations, and heapeth unto him all people: 

6. Shall not all these take up a parable against 
him, and a taunting proverb against him, and 
say, Woe to him that increaseth that which is not 
his! how long? and to him that ladeth himself with 
thick clay! 

7. Shall they not rise up suddenly that shall 
bite thee, and awake that shall vex thee, and 
thou shalt be for booties unto them? 
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8. Because thou hast spoiled many nations, 
all the remnant of the people shall spoil thee; 
because of men’s blood, and for the violence of the 
land, of the city, and of all that dwell therein. 

9. § Woe to him that coveteth an evil covet- 
ousness to his house, that he may set his nest on 
high, that he may be delivered from the power 
of evil! 

10. Thou hast consulted shame to thy house 
by cutting off many people, and hast sinned 
against thy soul. 

11. For the stone shall cry out of the wall, 
and the beam out of the timber shall answer it. 

12. § Woe to him that buildeth a town with 
blood, and establisheth a city by iniquity. 

13. Behold, zs zt not of the Lorn of hosts that 
the people shall labour in the very fire, and the 
people shall weary themselves for very vanity? 

14. For the earth shall be filled with the 
knowledge of the glory of the Lorp, as the 
waters cover the sea. 

15. § Woe unto him that giveth his neighbour 
drink, that puttest thy bottle to him, and makest 
him drunken also, that thou mayest look on their 
nakedness! 

16. Thou art filled with shame for glory: 
drink thou also, and let thy foreskin be 
uncovered: the cup of the Lorp’s right hand 
shall be turned unto thee, and Patel spewing 
shall be on thy glory. 

17. For the violence of Lebanon shall cover 
thee, and the spoil of beasts, which made them 
afraid, because of men’s blood, and for the 
violence of the land, of the city, and of all that 
dwell therein. 

18. §| What profiteth the graven image that 
the maker thereof hath graven it; the molten 
image, and a teacher of lies, that the maker of his 
work trusteth therein, to make dumb idols? 

19. Woe unto him that saith to the wood, 
Awake; to the dumb stone, Arise, it shall teach! 
Behold, it zs laid over with gold and silver, and 
there 1s no breath at all in the midst of it. 

20. But the Lorp 7s in his holy temple: let 
all the earth keep silence before him. 


CHAPTER III 
sea] PRAYER of Habakkuk the 


( prophet upon Shigionoth. 
Sack Se 2. O Lorn, I have heard 
| Gd{|| thy speech, and was afraid: O 
(9e| Lorp, revive thy work in the 

&i| midst of the years, in the 
nocowwoweses|| midst of the years make 
known; in wrath remember mercy. 

3. God came from Teman, and the Holy One 








from mount Paran. Selah. His glory covered 
the heavens, and the earth was full of his praise. 

4. And his brightness was as the light; he had 
horns coming out of his hand: and there was the 
hiding of his power. 

5. Before him went the pestilence, and 
burning coals went forth at his feet. 

6. He stood, and measured the earth: he 
beheld, and drove asunder the nations; and the 
everlasting mountains were scattered, the per- 
petual hills did bow: his ways are everlasting. 

7. Isaw the tents of Cushan in affliction: and 
the curtains of the land of Midian did tremble. 

8. Was the Lorp displeased against the rivers? 
was thine anger against the rivers? was thy wrath 
against the sea, that thou didst ride upon thine 
horses and thy chariots of salvation? 

9. Thy bow was made quite naked, according 
to the oaths of the tribes, even thy word. Selah. 
Thou didst cleave the earth with rivers. 

10. ‘The mountains saw thee, and _ they 
trembled: the overflowing of the water passed by: 
the deep uttered his voice, and lifted up his 
hands on high. 

11. The sun and moon stood still in their 
habitation: at the light of thine arrows they went, 
and at the shining of thy glittering spear. 

12. ‘Thou didst march through the land in 
indignation, thou didst thresh the heathen in 
anger. 

13. ‘Thou wentest forth for the salvation of 
thy people, even for salvation with thine anointed; 
thou woundedst the head out of the house of the 
wicked, by discovering the foundation unto the 
neck. Selah. 

14. Thou didst strike through with his staves 
the head of his villages: they came out as a whirl- 
wind to scatter me: their rejoicing was as to 
devour the poor secretly. 

15. Thou didst oak through the sea with 
thine horses, through the heap of great waters. 

16. When I heard, my belly trembled; my lips 
quivered at the voice: rottenness entered into my 
bones, and I trembled in myself, that I might rest 
in the day of trouble: when he cometh up unto 
the people, he will invade them with his troops. 

17. § Although the fig tree shall not blossom, 
neither shall fruit be in the vines; the labour of the 
olive shall fail, and the fields shall yield no meat; 
the flock shall be cut off from the feld, and there 
shall be no herd in the stalls: 

18. Yet I will rejoice in the Lorn, I will joy 
in the God of my salvation. 

19. The Lorp God is my strength, and he 
will make my feet like hinds’ feet, and he will 
make me to walk upon mine high places. ‘To 
the chief singer on my stringed instruments. 
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CHAPTER I 





HE word of the Lorp which came 
unto Zephaniah the son of Cushi, 
“#i| the son of Gedaliah, the son of 
#5| Amariah, the son of Hizkiah, in 
y\the days of Josiah the son of 
#3) Amon, king of Judah. 
2. I will utterly consume all 
things from off the land, saith the Lorp. 

3. I will consume man and beast; I will con- 
sume the fowls of the heaven, and the fishes of the 
sea, and the stumblingblocks with the wicked; 
and I will cut off man from off the land, saith 
the Lorp. 

4. J will also stretch out mine hand upon 
Judah, and upon all the inhabitants of Jerusa- 
lem; and I will cut off the remnant of Baal from 
this place, and the name of the Chemarim with 
the priests; 

5. And them that worship the host of heaven 
upon the housetops; and them that worship and 
that swear by the Lorp, and that swear by 
Malcham; 

6. And them that are turned back from the 
Lorp; and those that have not sought the Lorn, 
nor inquired for him. 

7. Hold thy peace at the presence of the Lord 
Gop: for the day of the Lorp 7s at hand: for the 
Lorp hath prepared a sacrifice, he hath bid his 
guests. 

8. And it shall come to pass in the day of the 
Lorp’s sacrifice, that I will punish the princes, 
and the king’s children, and all such as are 
clothed with strange apparel. 

9. In the same day also will I punish all those 
that leap on the threshold, which fill their 
masters’ Noise with violence and deceit. 

10. And it shall come to pass in that 
day, saith the Lorp, that there shall be the 
noise of a cry from the fish gate, and a howl- 
ing from the second, anda great crashing 
from the hills. 

11. Howl, ye inhabitants of Maktesh, for all 
the merchant people are cut down; all they that 
bear silver are cut off. 

12. And it shall come to pass at that time, 
that I will search Jerusalem with candles, and 
punish the men that are settled on their lees: that 






say im their heart, The Lorp will not do good, 
neither will he do evil. 

13. Therefore, their goods shall become a 
booty, and their houses a desolation: they shall 
also build houses, but not inhabit them; and they 
shall plant vineyards, but not drink the wine 
thereof. 

14. The great day of the Lorp 7s near, tt ts 
near, and hasteth greatly, even the voice of the 
day of the Lorp: the mighty man shall cry there 
bitterly. 

15. That day is a day of wrath, a day of 
trouble and distress, a day of wasteness and 
desolation, a day of darkness and gloominess, a 
day of clouds and thick darkness, 

16. A day of the trumpet and alarm against 
the fenced cities, and against the high towers. 

17. And I will bring distress upon men, 
that they shall walk like blind men, because 
they have sinned against the Lorp: and their 
blood shall be poured out as dust, and their 
flesh as the dung. 

18. Neither their silver nor their gold shall 
be able to deliver them in the day of the 
Lorp’s wrath; but the whole land shall be 
devoured by the fire of his jealousy: for he 
shall make even a speedy riddance of all them 
that dwell in the land. 


CHAPTER II 
















—~_@|ATHER yourselves together, 
x" yea, gather together, O nation 

2. Before the decree bring 
forth, before the day pass as the 
Nee £& chati, before the fierce anger of 
a=) the LorpD come upon you, before 
the day of the Lorp’s anger come upon you. 

3. Seek ye the Lorp, all ye meek of the earth, 
which have wrought his judgment; seek right- 
eousness, seek meekness: it may be ye shall be 
hid in the day of the Lorn’s anger. 

4. § For Gaza shall be forsaken, and Ash- 
kelon a desolation: they shall drive out Ashdod 
at the noonday, and Ekron shall be rooted up. 

5. Woe unto the inhabitants of the sea coast, 
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the nation of the Cherethites! the word of the 
Lorp is against you; O Canaan, the land of 
the Philistines, I will even destroy thee, that 
there shall be no inhabitant. 

6. And the sea coast shall be dwellings and 
cottages for shepherds, and folds for flocks. 

7. And the coast shall be for the remnant of 
the house of Judah; they shall feed thereupon: 
in the houses of Ashkelon shall they lie down in 
the evening: for the Lorp their God shall visit 
them, and turn away their captivity. 

8. § I have heard the reproach of Moab, and 
the revilings of the children of Ammon, whereby 
they have reproached my people, and magnified 
themselves against their border. 

9. ‘Therefore, as I live, saith the Lorp of 
hosts, the God of Israel, Surely Moab shall be as 
Sodom, and the children of Ammon as Gomorrah, 
even the breeding of nettles, and saltpits, and a 
perpetual desolation: the residue of my people 
shall spoil them, and the remnant of my 
people shall possess them. 

10. ‘This shall they have for their pride, 
because they have reproached and magnified 
themselves against the people of the Lorp 
of hosts. 

11. The Lorp will be terrible unto them: for 
he will famish all the gods of the earth; and men 
shall worship him, every one from his place, 
even all the isles of the heathen. 

12. § Ye Ethiopians also, ye shall be slain by 
my sword. 

13. And he will stretch out his hand 
against the north, and destroy Assyria; and 
will make Nineveh a desolation, and dry like 
a wilderness. 

14. And flocks shall lie down in the midst of 
her, all the beasts of the nations: both the cor- 
morant and the bittern shall lodge in the upper 
lintels of it; their voice shall sing in the windows; 
desolation shall be in the thresholds: for he shall 
uncover the cedar work. 

15. This zs the rejoicing city that dwelt 
carelessly, that said in her heart, I am, and 
there is none besides me: how is she become 
a desolation, a place for beasts to lie down 
in! every one that passeth by her shall hiss, 
and wag his hand. 


CHAPTER III 


1. Woe to her that is filthy and polluted, to 
the oppressing city! 

2. She obeyed not the voice; she received not 
correction; she trusted not in the Lorp; she 
drew not near to her God. 

38. Her princes within her are roaring lions; 

(II-48) 


her judges are evening wolves; they gnaw not the 
bones till the morrow. 
4. Her prophets are light and treacherous 
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hasteth greatly, even the voice of the day of the 
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persons: her priests have polluted the sanctuary, 
they have done violence to the law. 

5. The just Lorp is in the midst thereof; he 
will not do iniquity: every morning doth he bring 
his judgment to light, he faileth not; but the 
unjust knoweth no shame. 
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6. Ihave cut off the nations: their towers are 
desolate; I made their streets waste, that none 
passeth by: their cities are destroyed, so that 
there is no man, that there is none inhabitant. 

7. Isaid, Surely thou wilt fear me, thou wilt 
receive instruction; so their dwelling should not 
be cut off, howsoever I punished them: but they 
rose early, and corrupted all their doings. 

8. § Therefore wait ye upon me, saith the 
Lorp, until the day that I rise up to the prey: 
for my determination 7s to gather the nations, 
that I may assemble the kingdoms, to pour upon 
them mine indignation, even all my fierce anger: 
for all the ear th. shall be devoured with the fire of 
my jealousy. 

9. For then will I turn to the people a pure 
language, that they may all call upon the name 
of the Lorp, to serve him with one consent. 

10. From beyond the rivers of Ethiopia my 
suppliants, even the daughter of my dispersed, 
shall bring mine offering. 

11. In that day shalt thou not be ashamed 
for all thy doings, wherein thou hast transgressed 
against me: for then will I take away out of the 
midst of thee them that rejoice in thy pride, and 
thou shalt no more be haughty because of my 
holy mountain. 

12. I will also leave in the midst of thee an 
afflicted and poor people, and they shall trust in 
the name of the Lorp. 

13. The remnant of Israel shall not do in- 
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iquity, nor speak lies; neither shall a deceitful 
tongue be found in their mouth: for they 
shall feed and lie down, and none shall make 
them afraid. 

14. § Sing, O daughter of Zion; shout, O 
Israel; be glad and rejoice with all the heart, 
O daughter of Jerusalem. 

15. The Lorp hath taken away thy judg- 
ments, he hath cast out thine enemy: the King 
of Israel, even the Lorp, zs in the midst of thee: 
thou shalt not see evil any more. 

16. In that day it shall be said to Jerusalem, 
Fear thou not: and to Zion, Let not thine hands 
be slack. 

17. ‘The Lorp thy God in the midst of thee 
is mighty; he will save, he will rejoice over 
thee with joy; he will rest in his love, he will 
joy over thee with singing. 

18. I will gather them that are sorrowful for 
the solemn assembly, who are of thee, to whom 
the reproach of it was a burden. 

19. Behold, at that time I will undo all that 
afflict thee: and I will save her that halteth, and 
gather her that was driven out; and I will get 
them praise and fame in every land where they 
have been put to shame. 

20. At that time will I bring you again, even 
in the time that I gather you: for I will make you 
a name and a praise among all people of the 
earth, when I turn back your captivity before 
your eyes, saith the Lorp. 


HAGGATI 





CHAPTER | 





JN the second year of Darius 
| the king, in the sixth month, 
sin the first day of the month, 
came the word of the Lorp by 
Haggai the prophet unto Zerub- 
babel the son of Shealtiel, 
governor of Judah, and to Joshua 
the son of Josedech, the high priest, saying, 

2. ‘Thus speaketh the Lorp of hosts, saying, 
This people say, ‘The time is not come, the ‘time 
that the Lorp’s house should be built. 




















3. Then came the word of the Lorp by 
Haggai the prophet, saying, 

4. Is i time for you, O ye, to dwell in your 
ceiled houses, and this house lie waste? 

5. Now therefore thus saith the Lorp of 
hosts; Consider your ways. 

6. Ye have sown much, and bring in little; ye 
eat, but ye have not enough; ye drink, but ye are 
not filled with drink; ye clothe you, hut there is 
none warm; and he that earneth wages, earneth 
wages to put it into a bag with holes. 
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7. § Thus saith the Lorp of hosts; Consider 
your ways. 

8. Go up to the mountain, and bring wood, 
and build the house; and I will take pleasure 
in it, and I will be glorified, saith the Lorn. 

9. Ye looked for much, and, lo, it came to 
little; and when ye brought zz home, I. did 
blow upon it. Why? saith the Lorp of hosts. 
Because of mine house that 7s waste, and ye 
run every man unto his own house. 

10. Therefore the heaven over you is stayed 
from dew, and the earth is stayed from her fruit. 

11. And I called for a drought upon the land, 
and upon the mountains, and upon the corn, and 
upon the new wine, and upon the oil, and upon 
that which the ground bringeth forth, and 
upon men, and upon cattle, and upon all the 
labour of the hands. 

12. § Then Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, 
and Joshua the son of Josedech, the high priest, 
with all the remnant of the people, obeyed the 
voice of the Lorp their God, and the words of 
Haggai the prophet, as the Lorp their God 
had sent him, and the people did fear before 
the Lorp. 

13. ‘Then spake Haggai the Lorp’s messen- 
ger in the Lorp’s message unto the people, 
saying, I am with you, saith the Lorn. 

14. And the Lorp stirred up the spirit of Ze- 
rubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, 
and the spirit of Joshua the son of Josedech, the 
high priest, and the spirit of all the remnant of 
the people; and they came and did work in the 
house of the Lorp of hosts, their God, 

15. In the four and twentieth day of the 
sixth month, in the second year of Darius 
the king. 

CHAPTER il 


ra ee ee N the seventh month, in the one 
0 iil and twentieth day of the month, 
vial came the word ot the Lorp by 
the prophet Haggai, saying, 

2. Speak now to Zerubbabel 
|| the son of Shealtiel, governor of 
ox B} Judah, and to Joshua the son 
of Josedech, the high priest, and to the residue of 
the people, saying, 

3. Who is left among you that saw this house 
in her first glory? and how do ye see it now? ts it 
not in your eyes in comparison of it as nothing? 

4. Yet now be strong, O Zerubbabel, saith 
the Lorp; and be strong, O Joshua, son of 
Josedech, the high priest; and be strong, all ye 

eople of the land, saith the Lorn, and work: for 
ee with you, saith the Lorn of hosts: 

5. According to the word that I covenanted 

(II-48*) 











with you when ye came out of Egypt, so my 
Spirit remaineth among you: fear ye not. 
6. For thus saith the Lorp of hosts; Yet once, 
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it zs a little while, and I will shake the heavens, 
and the earth, and the sea, and the dry land; 

7. And I will shake all nations, and the 
Desire of all nations shall come: and I will fill 
this house with glory, saith the Lorn of hosts. 
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8. ‘The silver 2s mine, and the gold is mine, 
saith the Lorp of hosts. 

9. The glory of this latter house shall be 
greater than of the former, saith the Lorp of 
hosts: and in this place will I give peace, saith 
the Lorp of hosts. 

10. {{ In the four and twentieth day of the 
ninth month, in the second year of Darius, came 
the word of the Lorp by Haggai, the prophet, 
saying, 

11. ‘Thus saith the Lorp of hosts; Ask now 
the priests concerning the law, saying, 

12. If one bear holy flesh in the skirt of his 
garment, and with his skirt do touch bread, or 
pottage, or wine, or oil, or any meat, shall it be 
holy? And the priests answered and said, No. 

13. Then said Haggai, If one that is unclean 
by a dead body touch any of these, shall it be 
unclean? And the priests answered and said, It 
shall be unclean. 

14. Then answered Haggai, and said, So is 
this people, and so zs this nation before me, saith 
the Lorp; and so is every work of their hands; 
and that which they offer there 7s unclean. 

15. And now, I pray you, consider from this 
day and upward, from before a stone was laid 
upon a stone in the temple of the Lorp: 

16. Since those days were, when one came to 
a heap of twenty measures, there were but ten: 
when one came to the pressfat for to draw out 
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fifty vessels out of the press, there were but 
twenty. 

17. I smote you with blasting and with 
mildew and with hail in all the labours of 
your hands; yet ye turned not to me, saith the 
Lorp. 

18. Consider now from this day and upward, 
from the four and twentieth day of the ninth 
month, even from the day that the foundation 
of the Lorp’s temple was laid, consider 7t. 

19. Is the seed yet in the barn? yea, as yet the 
vine, and the fig tree, and the pomegranate, and 
the olive tree, hath not brought forth: from 
this day will I bless you. 

20. | And again the word of the Lorp came 
unto Haggai in the four and twentieth day of 
the month, saying, 

21. Speak to Zerubbabel, governor of Judah, 
saying, I will shake the heavens and the earth; 

22. And I will overthrow the throne of king- 
doms, and I will destroy the strength of the 
kingdoms of the heathen; and I will overthrow 
the chariots, and those that ride in them; and 
the horses and their riders shall come down, 
every one by the sword of his brother. 

23. In that day, saith the Lorp of hosts, 
will I take thee, O Zerubbabel, my servant, the 
son of Shealtiel, saith the Lorp, and will make 
thee as a signet: for I have chosen thee, saith 
the Lorp of hosts. 
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mu|N the eighth month, in the sec- 





<4\)ond year of Darius, came the 
word of the Lorp unto Zech- 
ariah, the son of Berechiah, 
the son of Iddo the prophet, 
saying, 

Y 2. ‘The Lorp hath been sore 
displeased with your fathers. 

3. Therefore say thou unto them, Thus saith 
the Lorp of hosts; Turn ye unto me, saith the 
Lorp of hosts, and I will turn unto you, saith 
the Lorn of hosts. 

4. Be ye not as your fathers, unto whom the 
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former prophets have cried, saying, Thus saith 
the Lorp of hosts; Turn ye now from your evil 
ways, and from your evil doings: but they did not 
hear, nor hearken unto me, saith the Lorp. 

5. Your fathers, where are they? and the 
prophets, do they live for ever? 

6. But my words and my statutes, which I 
commanded my servants the prophets, did they 
not take hold of your fathers? and they returned 
and said, Like as the Lorn of hosts thought to do 
unto us, according to our ways, and according 
to our doings, so hath he dealt with us. 

7. § Upon the four and twentieth day of the 
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eleventh month, which zs the month Sebat, in the 
second year of Darius, came the word of the 
Lorp unto Zechariah, the son of Berechiah, 
the son of Iddo the prophet, saying, 

8. I saw by night, and behold a man riding 
upon a red horse, and he stood among the myrtle 
trees that were in the bottom; and behind him 
were there red horses, speckled, and white. 

9. ‘Then said I, O my Lorp, what are these? 
And the angel that talked with me said unto me, 
I will shew thee what these be. 

10. And the man that stood among the 
myrtle trees answered and said, These are they 
whom the Lorp hath sent to walk to and fro 
through the earth. 

11. And they answered the angel of the Lorp 
that stood among the myrtle trees, and said, We 
have walked to and fro through the earth, and, 
behold, all the earth sitteth still, and is at rest. 

12. § Then the angel of the Lorp answered 
and said, O Lorp of hosts, how long wilt thou 
not have mercy on Jerusalem and on the cities 
of Judah, against which thou hast had _ indig- 
nation these threescore and ten years? 

13. And the Lorp answered the angel that 
talked with me with good words and comfortable 
words. 

14. So the angel that communed with me 
said unto me, Cry thou, saying, Thus saith the 
Lorp of hosts; I am jealous for Jerusalem and 
for Zion with a great jealousy. 

15. And I am very sore displeased with the 
heathen that are at ease: for I was but a little dis- 
_ pleased, and they helped forward the affliction. 

16. Therefore thus saith the Lorp; I am 
returned to Jerusalem with mercies: my house 
shall be built in it, saith the Lorp of hosts, 
and a line shall be stretched forth upon 
Jerusalem. 

17. Cry yet, saying, Thus saith the Lorp 
of hosts; My cities eee ae aes shall yet 
be spread abroad; and the Lorp shall yet comfort 
Zion, and shall yet choose Jerusalem. 

18. § Then lifted I up mine eyes, and saw, 
and behold four horns. 

19. And I said unto the angel that talked 
with me, What be these? And he answered me, 
These are the horns which have scattered Judah, 
Israel, and Jerusalem. 

20. And the Lorp shewed me four carpenters. 

21. Then said I, What come these to do? 
And he spake, saying, These are the horns which 
have seattered Judah, so that no man did lift 
up his head: but these are come to fray them, 
to cast out the horns of the Gentiles, which 
lifted up their horn over the land of Judah to 
scatter it. 


CHAPTER II 












rummug)| LIFTED up mine eyes again, 
SS Y&AA\\ and looked, and behold a man 
eZ WN with a measuring line in his 
| GQ PX <s,|| hand. 
\ Yex\e|/ 2. Then said I, Whither 
» (Se? || goest thou? And he said unto 
VOU} me, ‘To measure Jerusalem, to 
see what zs the breadth thereof, and what zs the 
length thereof. 

3. And, behold, the angel that talked with 
me went forth, and another angel went out to 
meet him, 

4. And said unto him, Run, speak to this 
young man, saying, Jerusalem shall be. inhab- 
ited as towns without walls for the multitude of 
men and cattle therein: 

5. For I, saith the Lorp, will be unto her 
a wall of fire round about, and will be the glory 
in the midst of her. 

6. § Ho, ho, come forth, and flee from the 
land of the north, saith the Lorp: for I have 
spread you abroad as the four winds of the 
heaven, saith the Lorn. 

7. Deliver thyself, O Zion, that dwellest 
with the daughter of Babylon. 

8. For thus saith the Lorp of hosts; After 
the glory hath he sent me unto the nations 
which spoiled you: for he that toucheth you, 
toucheth the apple of his eye. 

9. For, behold, I will shake mine hand upon 
them, and they shall be a spoil to their servants: 
and ye shall know that the Lorp of hosts hath 
sent me. 

10. §| Sing and rejoice, O daughter of Zion: 
for, lo, I come, and I will dwell in the midst of 
thee, saith the Lorp. 

11. And many nations shall be joined to the 
Lorp in that day, and shall be my people: 
and I will dwell in the midst of thee, and thou 
shalt know that the Lorp of hosts hath sent me 
unto thee. 

12. And the Lorp shall inherit Judah his 
porsoy in the holy land, and shall choose 

erusalem again. 

13. Be silent, O all flesh, before the Lorp: 
for he is raised up out of his holy habitation. 

* * * * * * * 
CHAPTER XIV 


1. Behold, the day of the Lorp cometh, 
and thy spoil shall be divided in the midst 
of thee. 

2. For I will gather all nations against 
Jerusalém to battle; and the city shall be taken, 
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and the houses rifled, and the women ravished; 
and half of the city shall go forth into cap- 
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“But it shall be one day which shall be known to 
the Lorn, not day nor night: but it shall come 
to pass, that at evening time it shall be light.” 


tivity, and the residue of the people shall not 
be cut off from the city. 

3. ‘Then shall the Lorp go forth, and fight 
against those nations, as when he fought in the 
day of battle. 





4. § And his feet shall stand in that day 
upon the mount of Olives, which 7s before Jeru- 
salem on the east, and the mount of Olives shall 
cleave in the midst thereof toward the east and 
toward the west, and there shall be a very great 
valley; and half of the mountain shall remove 
toward the north, and half of it toward the 
south. 

5. And ye shall flee to the valley of the 
mountains; for the valley. of the mountains 
shall reach unto Azal: yea, ye shall flee, 
like as ye fled from before the earthquake 
in the days of Uzziah king of Judah: and the 
Lorp my God shall come, and all the saints 
with thee. 

6. And it shall come to pass in that day, 
that the light shall not be clear, nor dark: 

7. But it shall be one day which shall be 
known to the Lorp, not day, nor night: but it 
shall come to pass, that at evening time it shall 
be light. 

8. And it shall be in that day, that living 
waters shall go out from Jerusalem; half of them 
toward the former sea, and half of them toward 
the hinder sea; in summer and in winter shall 
it be. 

9. And the Lorp shall be King over all the 
earth: in that day shall there be one Lorp, and 
his name one. 

10. All the land shall be turned as a plain 
from Geba to Rimmon south of Jerusalem: and 
it shall be lifted up, and inhabited in_ her 
place, from Benjamin’s gate unto the place 
of the first gate, unto the corner gate, and 
jrom the tower of Hananeel unto the king’s 
winepresses. 

11. And men shall dwell in it, and there 
shall be no more utter destruction; but Jeru- 
salem shall be safely inhabited. 

12. § And this shall be the plague wherewith 
the Lorp will smite all the people that have 
fought against Jerusalem; Their flesh shall 
consume away while they stand upon their feet, 
and their eyes shall consume away in their 
holes, and their tongue shall consume away in 
their mouth. 

13. And it shall come to pass in that day, 
that a great tumult from the Lorp shall be 
among them; and they shall lay hold every 
one on the hand of his neighbour, and his 
hand shall rise up against the hand of his 
neighbour. 

14. And Judah also shall fight at Jerusalem; 
and the wealth of all the heathen round about 
shall be gathered together, gold, and silver, and 
apparel, in great abundance. 

15. And so shall be the plague of the horse, 
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of the mule, of the camel, and of the ass, and of 
all the beasts that shall be in these tents, as this 
plague. 

16. § And it shall come to pass, that every 
one that is left of all the nations which came 
against Jerusalem, shall even go up from year to 
year to worship the King, the Lorp of hosts, 
and to keep the feast of tabernacles. 

17. And it shall be, that whoso will not come 
up of all the families of the earth unto Jerusalem 
to worship the King, the Lorp of hosts, even 
upon them shall be no rain. 

18. And if the family of Egypt go not up, 
and come not, that have no rain; there shall be 
the plague, wherewith the Lorp will smite the 
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heathen that come not up to keep the feast of 
tabernacles. 

19. This shall be the punishment of Egypt, 
and the punishment of all nations that come not 
up to keep the feast of tabernacles. 

20. § In that day shall there be upon the 
bells of the horses, HOLINESS UNTO THE 
LORD; and the pots in the Lorn’s house shall 
be like the bowls before the altar. 

21. Yea, every pot in Jerusalem and in 
Judah shall be holiness unto the Lorp of hosts: 
and ail they that sacrifice shall come and take 
of them, and seethe therein: and in that day 
there shall be no more the Canaanite in the 
house of the Lorp of hosts. 


MALACHI 





CHAPTER I 





HE burden of the word of the 
Lorp to Israel by Malachi. 

2. I have loved you, saith 
|| the Lorp. Yet ye say, Wherein 
hast thou loved us? Was not 
| Esau Jacob’s brother? saith the 
Lorp: yet I loved Jacob, 

3. And I hated Esau, and laid his mountains 
and his heritage waste for the dragens of the 
wilderness. 

4. Whereas Edom saith, We are impover- 
ished, but we will return and build the desolate 
places; thus saith the Lorn of hosts, They shall 
build, but I will throw down; and they shall 
eall them, The border of wickedness, and, 
The people against whom the Lorp hath 
indignation for ever. 

5. And your eyes shall see, and ye shall say, 
The Lorp will be magnified from the border 
of Israel. 

6. § Ason honoureth his father, and a serv- 
ant his master: if then I be a father, where is 
mine honour? and if I be a master, where 7s my 
fear? saith the Lorp of hosts unto you, O 
priests, that despise my name. And ye say, 
Wherein have we despised thy name? 

7. Ye offer polluted bread upon mine altar; 











and ye say, Wherein have we polluted thee? 
In that ye say, The table of the Lorp is 
contemptible. 

8. And if ye offer the blind for sacrifice, 2s 7 
not evil? and if ye offer the lame and sick, 
is it not evil? offer it now unto thy governor; 
will he be pleased with thee, or accept thy 
person? saith the Lorp of hosts. 

9. And now, I pray you, beseech God that 
he will be gracious unto us: this hath been by 
your means: will he regard your persons? saith 
the Lorp of hosts. 

10. Who ts there even among you that would 
shut the doors jor nought? neither do ye kindle 
fire on mine altar for nought. I have no pleasure 
in you, saith the Lorp of hosts, neither will I 
accept an offering at your hand. 

11. For, from the rising of the sun even unto 
the going down of the same, my name shall be 
great among the Gentiles; and in every place 
incense shall be offered unto my name, and a 
pure offering: for my name shall be great among 
the heathen, saith the Lorp of hosts. 

12. § But ye have profaned it, in that ye say, 
The table of the Lorp is polluted; and the fruit 
thereof, even his meat, is contemptible. 

8. Ye said also, Behold, what a weariness 2s 
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“ But unto you that fear my name shall the Sun 
of righteousness arise with healing in his wings.” 


it! and ye have snuffed at it, saith the Lorn of 
hosts; and ye brought that which was torn, and 
the lame, and the sick; thus ye brought an 
offering: should I accept this of your hand? 
saith the Lorp. 


14. But cursed be the deceiver, which hath 
in his flock a male, and voweth, and sacrificeth 
unto the Lord a corrupt thing: for I am a great 
King, saith the Lorp of hosts, and my name is 
dreadful among the heathen. 


CHAPTER I 


WIND now, O ye priests, this com- 
mandment is for you. 

2. If ye will not hear, and if 
)\| ye will not lay 7 to heart, to give 
glory unto my name, saith the 
Lorp of hosts, I will even send a 
POO) curse upon you, and I will curse 
your blessings: yea, I have cursed them already, 
because ye do not lay 7 to heart. 

3. Behold, I will corrupt your seed, and 
spread dung upon your faces, even the dung of 
your solemn feasts; and one shall take you away 
with it. 

4. And ye shall know that I have sent this 
commandment unto you, that my covenant 
might be with Levi, saith the Lorp of hosts. 

5. My covenant was with him of life and 
peace; and I gave them to him jor the fear 
wherewith he feared me, and was afraid before 
my name. 

6. The law of truth was in his mouth, and 
iniquity was not found in his lips: he walked with 
me in peace and equity, and did turn many away 
from iniquity. 

7. For the priest’s lips should keep knowledge, 
and they should seek the law at his mouth: for he 
is the messenger of the Lorp of hosts. 

8. But ye are departed out of the way; ye 
have caused many to stumble at the law; ye have 
corrupted the covenant of Levi, saith the Lorp 
of hosts. 

9. Therefore have I also made you con- 
temptible and base before all the people, 
according as ye have not kept my ways, but 
have been partial in the law. 

10. Have we not all one father? hath not one 
God created us? why do we deal treacherously 
every man against his brother, by profaning the 
covenant of our fathers? 

11. § Judah hath dealt treacherously, and an 
abomination is committed in Israel and in Jeru- 
salem; for Judah hath profaned the holiness of 
the Lorp which he loved, and hath married 
the daughter of a strange god. 

12. ‘The Lorn will cut off the man that doeth 
this, the master and the scholar, out of the 
tabernacles of Jacob, and him that-offereth an 
offering unto the Lorp of hosts. 

13. And this have ye done again, covering the 
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altar of the Lorp with tears, with weeping, and 
with crying out, insomuch that he regardeth not 
the offering any more, or receiveth i with good 
will at your hand. 

14. § Yet ye say, Wherefore? Because the 
Lorp hath been witness between thee and 
the wife of thy youth, against whom thou hast 
dealt treacherously: yet is she thy companion, 
and the wife of thy covenant. 

15. And did not he make one? Yet had he 
the residue of the Spirit. And wherefore one? 
That he might seek a godly seed. Therefore 
take heed to your spirit, and let none deal 
treacherously against the wife of his youth. 

16. For the Lorp, the God of Israel, saith 
that he hateth putting away: for one covereth 
violence with his garment, saith the Lorp of 
hosts: therefore take heed to your spirit, that ye 
deal not treacherously. 

17. § Ye have wearied the Lorp with your 
words. Yet ye say, Wherein have we wearied 
him? When ye say, Every one that doeth evil is 
good in the sight of the Lorn, and he delighteth 
in them; or, Where is the God of judgment? 


CHAPTER II 













IIL LL HOLD, I will send my messen- 
IN om Wil ger, and he shall prepare the 

P| way before me: el the Lord, 

eg QS)! whom ye seek, shall suddenly 
| Al come to He temple, even the 
pisleis messenger of the covenant,whom 
DMCC) ye delight in: behold, he shall 
come, saith the Lorp of hosts. 

2. But who may abide the day of his coming? 
and who shall stand when he appeareth? for he zs 
like a refiner’s fire, and like fullers’ soap: 

3. And he shall sit as a refiner and purifier 
of silver: and he shall purify the sons of Levi, 
and purge them as gold and silver, that 
they may offer unto the Lorp an offering in 
righteousness. 

4. Then shall the offering of Judah and 
Jerusalem be pleasant unto the Lorp, as in the 
days of old, and as in former years. 

5. And I will come near to you to judgment; 
and I will be a swift witness against the sorcerers, 
and against the adulterers, and against false 
swearers, and against those that oppress the 
hireling in his wages, the widow, and the father- 
less, and that turn aside the stranger from his 
right, and fear not me, saith the Lorp of hosts. 

6. For I am the Lorp, I change not; there- 
fore ye sons of Jacob are not consumed. 

7. § Even from the days of your fathers ye 
are gone away from mine ordinances, and have 
(11-49) 


not kept them. Return unto me, and I will 
return unto you, saith the Lorp of hosts. But 
ye said, Wherein shall we return? 

8. § Will a man rob God? Yet ye have 
robbed me. But ye say, Wherein have we 
robbed thee? In tithes and offerings. 

9. Ye are cursed with a curse: for ye have 
robbed me, even this whole nation. 

10. Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, 
that there may be meat in mine house, and prove 
me now herewith, saith the Lorp of hosts, if I 
will not open you the windows of heaven, and 
pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be 
room enough to receive it. 

11. And I will rebuke the devourer for your 
sakes, and he shall not destroy the fruits of your 
ground; neither shall your vine cast her fruit 
before the time in the field, saith the Lorp of 
hosts. 

12. And all nations shall call you blessed: for 
ye shall be a delightsome land, saith the Lorn of 
hosts. 

13. Your words have been stout against me, 
saith the Lorp. Yet ye say, What have we 
spoken so much against thee? 

14. Ye have said, It zs vain to serve God: and 
what profit zs 7t that we have kept his ordinance, 
and that we have walked mournfully before the 
Lorp of hosts? 

15. And now we call the proud happy; yea, 
they that work wickedness are set up; yea, they 
that tempt God are even delivered. 

16. § Then they that feared the Lorp 
spake often one to another:-and the Lorp 
hearkened, and heard 7t, and a book of remem- 
brance was written before him for them that 
feared the Lorp, and that thought upon his 
name. 

17. And they shall be mine, saith the Lorp of 
hosts, in that day when I make up my jewels; 
and I will spare See as a man spareth his own 
son that serveth him. 

18. Then shall ye return, and discern between 
the righteous and the wicked, between him that 
serveth God and him that serveth him not. 


CHAPTER IV 
“¥iOR, behold, the day cometh, 


mee that shall burn as an oven; and 
g| all the proud, yea, and all that 
€¥@| do wickedly, shall be stubble: 
i and the day that cometh shall 
lei | burn them up, saith the Lorp 
sese,eeed} of hosts, that it shall leave them 
neither root nor branch. 
2. § But unto you that fear my name shall the 
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Sun of righteousness arise with healing in his 
wings; and ye shall go forth, and grow up as 
calves of the stall. 

3. And ye shall tread down the wicked; for 
they shall be ashes under the soles of your feet 
in the day that I shall do thas, saith the Lorn of 
hosts. 

4. § Remember ye the law of Moses my 
servant, which I commanded unto him in 


Horeb for all Israel, with the statutes and 
judgments. 

5. § Behold, I will send you Elijah the 
prophet before the coming of the great and 
dreadful day of the Lorn: 

6. And he shall turn the heart of the fathers 
to the children, and the heart of the children to 
their fathers, lest I come and smite the earth with 


a Curse. 
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